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PMAC weekly update 3rd to 10th August 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk47956003][bookmark: _Hlk47955503]Government agencies: WTO Notifications; NZTE resources

2. [bookmark: _Hlk47955669][bookmark: _Hlk47950567]New Zealand News:  Funding boost for sustainable food and fibre production, Trans-Tasman cooperation in a COVID-19 world, Foreign Minister announces new Consul-General in Los Angeles, New rules in place to restore healthy rivers, Report Explores New Zealand’s Trade Exposure to China, How horticulture is responding to a Covid-19 world; T&G pleased with H1 performance, Record campaign for NZ apples and pears, NZ seeks traceability improvement, Zespri project to support  future success, Zespri eyes legal action in China, New Zealand funds affordable healthy produce, NZ’s  bioenergy facility construction begins, No tears over RMA overhaul, A survey to help uncover worker exploitation, Bringing kai like peanuts to Kaipara

3. [bookmark: _Hlk47955624]International news: GAIN reports; EU and US agriculture chiefs clash over role of innovation in sustainable farming, FDA Announces the New Era of Smarter Food Safety Blueprint, GRI launches forum on circularity, Japan’s fresh fruit imports grow, Syngenta event goes virtual, Tesco extends improved payment terms, Australian funds more research to digitalise end-to-end traceability, China's changing appetites, Electric handlers operating at Port of LA

Comment
The news this week is dominated by articles which look to the future- moving ahead with sustainability , setting ourselves up for success and traceability. New Zealand industry has released news of Zespri’s significant business wide project to move its systems and processes into the 21st Century,  a United fresh consultation on traceability that will support both domestic and export supply chains, an initiative to help to prevent worker exploitation by providing workers with a voice and  the construction of New Zealand’s first biowaste energy plant.  At the same time the Government has released more information on new rules to protect our freshwater and an initiative to decrease the cost of fruit and produce to the consumer.  Most of these article not only talk about what is needed ( and there has been a lot of such reports recently) but they are actually demonstrating real progress towards making the future. 

In the International section the two articles of most significance are firstly a link to the USDA’s Food safety blueprint for its initiatives over the next decade( no surprises here that they include enhancing traceability and increasing digital capability).  The second is worth reading in full and contrasts the differing approached being used by the EU and US to more sustainably produced food.  Unfortunately, this philosophical difference is resulting in accusations of protectionism and anti-trade activities.  


1. Agency   news                                                         [image: ]
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk47955533]WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:

· Japan MRL’s for 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  for fruit and vegetables 

In addition there is a TBT notification for South Korea documenting draft amendments to enforcement decree and rules for the Consumer Chemical Products and Biocides Safety Act . For complete details see EN	



1.2. NZTE resources 
This week my NZTE has circulated the following resources 
· Intro to the United States 
Competitive and complex, the United States is a market full of promise for those who are informed, prepared and committed. Read more 

· Setting up operations in Malaysia 
Learn about how to register companies, trademarks and domain names, open a bank account, pay tax and employ staff in Malaysia. Read more 

· Business culture and etiquette in the US 
Bold and confident meets understated and humble. Here’s what Kiwis entering the US need to know about American business culture. Read more 

· Canadian importing requirements 
Find out about permits, labelling, biosecurity and product registration requirements. Read more 

· Preparing for Hong Kong’s market realities 
An analysis of the opportunities and challenges awaiting exporters in Hong Kong, and a market entry checklist to help you address them. Read more
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk47955708]Funding boost for sustainable food and fibre production 
Twenty-two projects to boost the sustainability and climate resilience of New Zealand’s food and fibres sector were announced last week  by Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor. The $18m funding will deliver practical knowledge to help farmers and growers use their land more sustainably, meet environmental targets, remain prosperous, and better understand and adapt to the effects of climate change in New Zealand. The majority of the research is on farming systems 
Details of all the projects are available here     Full article available here 



2.2. Trans-Tasman cooperation in a COVID-19 world 
New Zealand and Australia last week reaffirmed  the need for the closest possible collaboration as they tackle a global environment shaped by COVID-19, Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Peters and his Australian counterpart, Marise Payne, met virtually for biannual Foreign Minister Consultations and discussed how the two countries are responding together to COVID-19. Full article available here 



2.3. Foreign Minister announces new Consul-General in Los Angeles 
Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Peters announced the appointment of Jeremy Clarke-Watson as New Zealand’s new Consul-General in Los Angeles. Mr Clarke-Watson is a career diplomat who has previously served as New Zealand Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates and as the Deputy Head of Mission at the New Zealand Embassies in both Saudi Arabia and Viet Nam. He is currently New Zealand’s Special Envoy for Commonwealth Trade Integration.  Full article available here 



2.4. New rules in place to restore healthy rivers 
New rules to protect and restore New Zealand’s freshwater were passed into law last week . with the gazetting of the new national direction on freshwater management.  This includes the new National Policy Statement on Freshwater Management (NPS-FM), National Environmental Standards for Freshwater (NES-FW), stock exclusion regulations, and regulations in the measurement and reporting of water takes.

Of particular significance to growers are the following ploicies Significant policies that now have legal backing include:
· Requiring councils to give effect to Te Mana o Te Wai by prioritising the health and wellbeing of our waterways
· Setting stricter controls on nitrogen pollution and new bottom lines on other measures of waterway health
· Requiring mandatory and enforceable farm environment plans 
· Making real-time measuring and reporting of data on water use mandatory.
“
The Government has confirmed special provisions for areas of Pukekohe and Horowhenua, where the growing of fresh vegetables is critical to national supply. Councils will be allowed to maintain water quality below some national bottom lines while ensuring that improvements are made. These provisions will expire after 10 years, or earlier if a tailored legally binding solution for these areas can be reached.
Full article available here 

[bookmark: _Hlk47950341][image: ]
Report Explores New Zealand’s Trade Exposure to China
A new report on New Zealand-China trade patterns commissioned by the New Zealand China Council provides comparative data on New Zealand’s export and import exposure at the country level and export exposure by industry and product.

The report shows China took 24.2% of New Zealand’s goods exports in 2018, higher than the global average but not unusually high compared to other APEC economies such as Australia (34.7%).

The report shows China has accounted for over 60% of New Zealand’s goods export growth in the past decade.  It also shows exports have diversified recently, largely due to rapid growth in a range of products over the past five years. It identifies rock lobsters, logs and several dairy and meat products as exports with high exposure to the Chinese market.  

The report concludes the Government has an important role in providing future diversification options for New Zealand exporters, by continuing to negotiate improved access in other large potential markets such as the EU,UK, US and India. But this will not be easy or fast, despite our negotiators’ best efforts.

New Zealand businesses need to be clear-eyed about engaging with China. Selling a portfolio of products that is highly concentrated in a single market is obviously risky. There will be bumps along the commercial road, some of which will be out of their control. But there will be considerable opportunities too for those who invest in long-term relationships and demonstrate their value to Chinese buyers.
The full report can be accessed here, and a podcast of a panel discussion at the report launch can be found here.



2.5. How horticulture is responding to a Covid-19 world 
Based on the report  Horticultural post Covid recovery strategy  response Mike Chapman, chief executive of HortNZ says Horticulture is in a unique position to accelerate the economic potential of the primary sector and aid a post-Covid19 recovery. The horticulture sector has been growing more strongly than any other primary sector in recent years and latest export growth figures are proving its resilience through the crisis, according to the report. Yet its true value is generally under recognised and under reported, as the significant global IP and the indirect benefits multiplier, are often not accounted for. For example, research conducted by the New Zealand apple industry estimated that the true broader economic benefit of the industry at that time was three to five times its export value. If that is extrapolated, with horticulture exports (including wine) exceeding $6.2 billion in 2019, the economic benefit is huge – and it is primarily focused in the regions.

“The industry’s potential for growth in the most sustainable, environmentally friendly, and ethical manner, makes it an ideal sector to lead the recovery with domestic growth and export earnings. Such growth has many benefits to New Zealand, from clean, green job growth to investment in regional areas and in a range of industries and communities,” the report says.“ Recognition of this contribution to the country’s health and well-being as we recover from Covid-19, strongly reinforces the value proposition for additional growth acceleration programmes for the sector,” the report says.

The report also makes a case for the sectors ability to provide employment (2,349 more permanent jobs and  12,757 seasonal jobs). It also identified that Horticultures  recover to  Covid 19 must be Industry led and Government enabled. Government  enabled is identified as  increased eligibility and prioritisation within existing funding  programmes, and in areas which support the growth of the industry, but are harder to fund – i.e. where innovation is prohibitively expensive or risky for an industry sector or individual business to bear the burden, but for which the potential benefit for New Zealand could be significant (robotics and automation, plant genetics, etc). The article also lists an additional 7 areas that will require enabling. 

The report quotes the most recent report from NZTE research in May 2020 on its International Consumer Review, which showed that New Zealand had received a strong, positive “halo effect” in the perception of the country being trusted to provide safe, healthy and sustainably produced food. The potential for the sector to capitalise on this perception and reputation is limited only by its imagination, says HortNZ. Full article available here 


2.6. T&G pleased with H1 performance
Revenue and operating profit improve over first half of 2020, although challenges loom for apple trade in Asia. The group posted an operating profit of NZ$19.5m for H1 2020, up from NZ$6.2m in 2019. Revenue lifted 20 per cent to NZ$671.3m, while net profit (before tax) climbed from NZ$3m last year to NZ$13.7m.

Edgecombe (T&G’s CEO) underlined the strong performance of the group’s apple division over H1 2020, which increased its revenue to NZ$440.5m, up from NZ$315.4m in 2019. Additionally, its New Zealand domestic business, T&G Fresh, increased its revenue to NZ$153.8m, up from $135.4m in 2019, assisted by the acquisition of Freshmax New Zealand in late April.

While conceding it had been a “very challenging” start to the year, Edgecombe said T&G Global’s vertically integrated supply chain, combined with the expertise of its staff and in-market presence, positioned the group well to respond quickly to Covid-19 and maintain its focus on delivering its financial targets.

Looking to the second half of 2020, Edgecombe said T&G Global is by no means out of the woods. He pointed specifically to mounting pressure on the apple market in Asia.“Across all markets, we’re witnessing incredible volatility and uncertainty,” he said. “This is particularly the case in Asia, where sales continue to be impacted by the full or partial closure of wholesale markets, and large quantities of commodity apples remain unsold. Full article available here



2.7. Record campaign for NZ apples and pears
The value of New Zealand apple and pear exports hit a new high over the 2019/20 campaign.
At its annual general meeting in Hastings last week (5 August), peak industry body New Zealand Apples and Pears (NZAPI) reported total export returns for the season reached NZ$870m (US$577m), reflecting a NZ$500m increase over the last eight years. 

 The Industry is well placed to reach its NZ$1bn target by 2022 and NZ$2bn by 2030,” said NZAPI chief executive Alan Pollard. “NZAPI is playing a crucial role in the Covid 19 recovery strategy, working collaboratively with government and across the horticulture sector to identify opportunities domestically and overseas,” he explained.

Around the boardroom table, NZAPI welcomed Peter Landon-Lane as a board director, taking over from Bruce Beaton, who stepped down in November 2019.  Landon-Lane is the technical and innovation director of T&G Global and has previously held senior management roles with Plant & Food Research and Fonterra. Full article available here 

2.8. NZ seeks traceability improvement
A consultation document seeking the input of New Zealand’s fresh produce industry has been released as part of a significant project to assess and improve traceability within the industry.

United Fresh, New Zealand’s pan produce industry organisation representing more than 90 different organisations, embarked on the Sustainable Farming Fund project, 'Effective Fresh Produce Traceability Systems' in 2018 in response to global and local community health scares from food products. “We know that traceability in the New Zealand domestic produce supply chain is not working to a common standard, since each supply chain varies in its management of internal and external traceability, with external traceability working well in some cases, or not at all in others,” 

Food safety, environmental concerns and increasing awareness of health and wellness issues have led to increasing demands from consumers who want greater assurances about the provenance of their fruit and vegetables. Reliable traceability systems are no longer an optional extra in the produce industry, but a baseline requirement of increasing importance

The United Fresh project has resulted in the release of a set of Draft Produce Industry Traceability Guidelines, founded on the understanding that food safety is not negotiable for the entirety of the produce value chain.  Growers, packers, wholesalers, marketers and retailers across New Zealand have all been asked to comment on the work United Fresh and the project team has undertaken and offer feedback on how the draft guidelines can be further improved before its final version is published in 2021.The consultation within the industry is expected to be completed by mid-October and United Fresh said that it intended to follow the formal feedback process with a series of workshops to further explore the implications of the draft guidelines. Full article available here 



2.9. Zespri project to support  future success 
Zespri has inked a deal which sees Deloitte leading a Kiwi-based consortium which includes Zag and Sysdoc, for the kiwifruit cooperative’s $160 million Horizon digital transformation programme.
Deloitte will be the design and implementation partner for the ambitious four-year programme, which is Zespri’s largest-ever investment in processes and systems, designed to ‘fundamentally overhaul the foundations of the business’.

The project was borne out of the need to replace key finance and supply chain systems, with some of Zespri’s systems now 20 years old and designed to support ‘a much smaller industry, fewer varities and a smaller market footprint’. “The Horizon Programme will help to deliver greater operating efficiency and effectiveness for decades to come.”
Horizon is focused on modernising Zespri’s systems and process across finance, grower enablement, 

It’s a big project, with a big budget – Zespri chair Bruce Cameron says the programme is expected to cost around $30 million to $40 million per year. “Beyond mitigating a number of risks, the investment will help sustain our industry’s strong growth trajectory and enable Zespri to become more agile and efficient,” the company said in its annual report.

Among the plans are increased abilities to capture real time data in its global supply chain management to draw insights and make better decisions. “This includes areas such as track and trace, freight planning and forecasting and in our tactical choices on storage locations to meet future demand.
“It will allow more proactive management of fruit in the supply chain for quality issues. Ultimately, there will be value for growers from streamlined, efficient processes underpinned by robust data and scalable systems,” the company’s annual report says.

Improved ability to measure sustainability performance is also expected, aiding the company with inspection and reporting requirements. Growers are also expected to benefit, with the report noting that the current online tools were designed more than a decade ago – and the increasing burden on growers in terms of compliance data requirements. Full article available here 



2.10. Zespri eyes legal action in China
Zespri is set to launch legal action against at least one nursery in China as illegal plantings of its gold kiwifruit variety SunGold continue to grow. It is  believed there are now 4,000ha of unauthorised plantings of SunGold in China, up from 2,500 around six months ago. Zespri is monitoring the situation in China closely.

“Unfortunately, it looks like there is a good portion of orchards can produce good quality fruit.”
Courtney said if the output of kiwifruit plantings such as these continued to grow in volume and quality, it could push Zespri’s New Zealand and Italian grown kiwifruit off the shelves in China. Zespri will use Plant Variety Right (PVR) law to slow plantings down but Courtney said taking this approach is more difficult in China, than in somewhere like New Zealand.

China recognises New Zealand's PVR law but authorities said they have to work smallholder farms that are growing the vines. As a result, Courtney said Zespri is interested in some sort of "win-win".
"Where they can work with us to help us mitigate the impact of the spread (of the vines) but they can also maybe add value to their local growers as well,” Courtney explained. Full article available here 





2.11. New Zealand funds affordable healthy produce
The New Zealand government will fund new projects designed to connect communities with healthy, affordable food and those who produce it in the wake of Covid-19. Funding was set aside in the 2020 budget and some has already been used to scale up school and community programmes by providing 100,000 fruit and vegetable boxes to children.

Four other  initiatives have been addressing a short-term, critical need. While they’ve been ticking along we’ve been looking for longer-term solutions to help address food insecurity and food waste.”
Three projects will receive up to NZ$100,000 for a ten-week development and trial period.  They include 
· a feasibility study to determine the viability of bringing Yume Food, which provides an online marketplace for food producers to list surplus product, to New Zealand.
· Agrichain, a proposal explores a produce box-based supply channel, capable of providing a selection of produce to vulnerable households impacted by Covid-19.
· Totally Local, an online marketplace that allows consumers to support local growers, it uses a unique algorithm to connect consumers to local producers and a delivery service.
Full article available here



2.12. NZ’s  bioenergy facility construction begins 
Construction of New Zealand’s first large-scale food waste-to-bioenergy facility has commenced in Reporoa, in the central North Island, following the blessing of the land by Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa.
The new anaerobic digestion facility is owned by Ecogas – a joint venture between Pioneer Energy and Ecostock Supplies – and will be built on land owned by T&G Fresh, one of New Zealand’s largest fresh produce businesses.

Ecogas director, Andrew Fisher, said the world-class facility will help New Zealand deal with some of its 327,000 annual tonnes of food waste, which currently goes into landfills around the country and processing i8t in as  anaerobic digestion facility.

The facility, which will be operational in 2022, will recover 75,000 tonnes of organic waste from businesses and kerbside food scrap collections throughout the North Island, turning it into sustainable and renewable clean energy. “It will create enough energy to annually power up the equivalent of around 2,500 households in the region, produce clean bio-fertiliser for approximately 2,000 hectares of local farmland, and provide CO2 and heat to enhance the growth of tomatoes in T&G Fresh’s local glasshouse. The outcome is a carbon-neutral, circular economy solution,” noted Fisher.

Anaerobic digestion technology is well-proven overseas, with similar plant’s operating in Europe and the US, however through this joint venture, it will be the first commercial-scale facility in New Zealand.
Co-funded by Ecogas and a 2019 NZ$7m loan from the Provincial Growth Fund, this NZ$30m state-of-the-art facility will provide a welcome infrastructure boost to the local economy and generate close to 60 new jobs through the construction process. 

Ecogas was recently awarded Auckland Council’s 20-year kerbside food scrap processing contract, which is expected to supply some of the initial food waste to the Reporoa facility, using construction trucks that would otherwise be returning to the region empty. Ecogas has also acquired a second site to build another anaerobic digestion facility in Auckland as demand grows.  Full article available here 



2.13. No tears over RMA overhaul 
A review panel has recommend that the RMA should be scrapped and replaced by two new laws. 
Last week, Environment Minister David Parker released a report by a panel headed by retired Appeal Court Judge Tony Randerson which proposes that the Act, which has been in operation for thirty years, should be scrapped and replaced by two new laws – a Natural Built Environment Act and a Strategic Planning Act. 

Its recommendations include a proposal for each region in the country to put forward a combined development plan, consolidating the myriad of local council plans that currently exist.  At present there are about 100 policy statements and plans put up by local authorities and under the new proposal there would be just 14 combined regional and district plans.

The proposal would also see more power being given to iwi as set out in some subtle word changes. Currently plans have to ‘take into account’ the Treaty of Waitangi, whereas under the new proposal, plans have to ‘give effect’, meaning Treaty matters must be given greater weight. Parker says a review of the resource management system was long overdue. He says the RMA has doubled in size from its original length has become too costly, takes too long, and has not adequately protected the environment.

Parker says the report recommends greater use of national direction by the Environment Minister and a more streamlined process for council plan-making and a more efficient resource consent process.
Federated Farmers says it’s on board with the chorus of voices across diverse sector groups saying the RMA is broken and no longer fit for purpose., Full article available here 



2.14. A  survey to help uncover worker exploitation
A Hawke's Bay company believes it will be the first in the world to develop a mobile friendly survey to uncover serious worker’s rights problems in horticulture. New Zealand Apples and Pears business development manager Gary Jones said the industry has realised it needs to develop ways to stop exploitation.  Jones said the industry had commissioned Havelock North company Ask Your Team to help build an online survey which would ask employees anonymously about their experience.

In a recent pilot, 2600 workers were surveyed and 1500 (nearly 60 per cent) responded. "We were able to ascertain with that very large group a lot of how they were feeling about their workplace conditions," Jones said. "Then the employers were able to adjust how they employ those workers and to improve outcomes for their well-being."

Every employee would get a link and unique number to their smart phone. There had to be an agreement between employers and the employee to use the survey. A wider pilot is expected in October and a global launch is the next aim. Full article available here 



2.15. Bringing kai like peanuts to Kaipara
Kaipara Kai has been established to promote opportunities for landowners to plant new crops in the hope that increased food production will inject money into the local economy. The Kaipara Kai hub was opened in March and is funded by the Provincial Growth Fund. The hub has identified 20 crops which it says could be grown in the area, says manager Matt Punter.

About 50,000 hectares of under-utilised land has been identified and, if developed, this could have a significant impact on the local economy. "There's the likes of peanuts and soybeans and a range of arable crops like sorghum. But as we look further forward it is possible to identify crops like pineapples and bananas and other subtropical fruits which historically we may not have thought about growing."
The hub has had some 300 inquiries from large to small landholders and even school and community groups about what might be produced in the area, Punter says. Full article available here 
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3. [bookmark: _Hlk47955608]International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report click on the link in each notification  This week see:
[bookmark: _Hlk47955576]
a) Costa Rica Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report_San Jose_Costa Rica_06-30-2020 

b) Costa Rica Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Export Certificate Report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Export Certificate Report_San Jose_Costa Rica_06-30-2020 

c) EU Approves Belgian EUR35 Million Aid for Potato and Flower Sector EU Approves Belgian EUR35 Million Aid for Potato and Flower Sector_Brussels USEU_Belgium_08-04-2020 

d) EU MRLs for Chlorpyrifos and Chlorpyrifos-Methyl published MRLs for Chlorpyrifos and Chlorpyrifos-Methyl published_Brussels USEU_Belgium_07-31-2020 

e) India COVID-19 in India - Weekly Port Situation Update COVID-19 in India - Weekly Port Situation Update_Mumbai_India_07-28-2020 

f) India COVID-19 in India - Weekly Food Retail Update COVID-19 in India - Weekly Food Retail Update_Mumbai_India_08-04-2020 


[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. EU and US agriculture chiefs clash over role of innovation in sustainable farming 
US secretary for agriculture says Europe’s plan to make agriculture more sustainable could stifle innovation, cut agricultural output and put transatlantic trade at risk. The EU commissioner says quality not quantity is what counts  US Secretary for agriculture has blasted the EU’s “Farm to Fork” strategy and the continent’s reluctance to use new technologies in agriculture, in heated debate over how to make food production more sustainable. In the online exchange, organised by the European Conservative and Reformists Party (ECR), the two agriculture chiefs debated their opposing views on how innovation can contribute to sustainable food production. 

Europe’s farmers face an awkward dilemma. To make operations more sustainable, they need to reduce the use of pesticides and fertilisers, whilst at the same time trying to increase yields so the EU can become less dependent on food imports. As the route around this, the US favours using technologies such as gene editing and precision breeding, together with modern pesticides and fertilisers, which it is promised, will be less harmful to the environment than previous products.  

In Perdue’s view, the EU’s green plans for farming and biodiversity could jeopardise trade relations with the US, because the policies could bring about a new form of protectionism against cheaper food from the US. “That's not going to be good for international trade,” he said. 

In the US the argument holds that farming can be both highly profitable and sustainable. According to Perdue, agriculture output in the US has almost tripled since the 1950s, when the US government began incentivising efforts to industrialise farming and allowed the widespread use of chemically induced mutagenesis to increase genetic variation in crops. This year, the USDA  launched an agriculture innovation agenda to increase agricultural production in the US by 40 per cent while cutting its environmental footprint in half by 2050. 

Perdue argues the EU cannot increase agricultural output and become less dependent on food imports if it continues with plans to drastically reduce the use of pesticides and fertilisers, and if it refuses to use new technologies such as precision breeding, a way of producing genetically modified organisms without introducing genes from other species. A 2018 ruling by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) found this form of modern precision genome editing is nevertheless subject to an EU directive that banned genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in 2001.  Scientists  in the EU have presented cases to the commission both for and against the use of gene editing in agriculture. Full article available here 



3.3. FDA Announces the New Era of Smarter Food Safety Blueprint
In July the announced the release of the New Era of Smarter Food Safety blueprint. The blueprint outlines the work we plan to undertake over the next decade to modernize the food safety approaches and bend the curve of foodborne illness. It includes work to enhance traceability, improve predictive analytics, respond more rapidly to outbreaks, address new business models, reduce contamination of food, and foster the development of stronger food safety cultures.
For More Information
· The New Era of Smarter Food Safety Website
· The New Era of Smarter Food Safety Blueprint
Full article available here 


[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.4. GRI launches forum on circularity
The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), an independent international organisation that helps businesses, governments and other organisations understand and communicate their sustainability impacts, has announced the launch of a Business Leadership Forum (BLF) on the circular economy and waste reporting. The BLF will involve a series of webinars, open to individuals who register by 14 August, plus an in-person meeting in the US, scheduled for next summer. Topics set to be covered include circularity trends, mapping waste impacts in the value chain, circularity measurement methodologies, company case studies and ways to make the most of the GRI Waste Standard, which was launched in May.
Full article available here 



3.5. Japan’s fresh fruit imports grow
First six months of 2020 show three per cent increase in imports compared to 2019
It’s the largest volume of fresh fruit imported into the country during the first six months of each of the last five years and is particularly significant given the implications of the global Covid-19 pandemic.
A review of the top 13 imported fruits for the first six months indicated bananas, kiwifruit, and table grapes all experienced an increase in volume over the last five years. During the same period, grapefruit, lemons, melons and cherries all showed a downward trend, while other fruit, including pineapples, oranges, tangerines, avocados and mangoes remained steady. Full article available here



3.6. Syngenta event goes virtual
Syngenta has announced that its Fields of Innovation event will take place virtually this year, on 21-25 September, allowing the company to showcase the very best innovations and vegetable varieties(  it has to offer. According to Syngenta, for Fields of Innovation it has created a digital world in which growers and the entire value chain will be able to connect with international experts through unique 3D imagery, videos, technical information and live contact.

Attendees will find out how Syngenta is creating value through innovation, using R&D to bring new advances to market that keep pace with customers’ needs and changing farming conditions. Qualities such as improved heat tolerance and more efficient harvesting are just some of the breakthroughs on show, the group outlined, while the event will aim to help create conversations and partnerships at a time when Covid-19 has created uncertainty. Full article available here 



3.7. [bookmark: _Hlk47950722]Tesco extends improved payment terms
Tesco is extending its improved payment terms scheme for its smaller suppliers until 31 January 2021.
Under the initiative, brought in to assist hard-hit small suppliers at the start of the Covid-19 crisis, nearly 2,000 suppliers will continue to have their invoices paid immediately, instead of the usual 14 days.
According to Tesco, the extension has been put in place to ensure suppliers are supported throughout the busy Christmas period and beyond. Full article available here
 


3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk47950733]Australian funds more research to digitalise end-to-end traceability
The Australian government has announced further investment in an advanced blockchain traceability system that will help protect the country’s clean, green and safe food image - and boost export opportunities for farmers. “It supports the National Traceability Framework and protects the Australian brand in export markets by preventing food fraud, reducing food waste and maintaining consumer confidence,” he noted. “It’s important during these challenging times have a resilient fresh food supply system.”

The FreshChain Systems’ project is one of 16 to share in A$4m of funding under the first round of the Australian government’s Traceability Grants Programme. Full article available here 



3.9. China's changing appetites 
Covid-19 has heightened Chinese consumer concerns about food safety, and industry players are warning New Zealand businesses to keep up. In RNZ’s The Detail's Jessie Chiang looks at the growing demand for plant-based meats and food traceability in China, and how that will affect us. – available here 

"Consumer needs...[and] the government's needs around food security, climate change, water scarcity, irrigable land issues - there's a raft of really large forces at play that has created the perfect storm on the back of Covid-19 for plant based nutrition. In 2016 the Chinese government set health guidelines aimed at halving meat consumption per capita by 2030.

Food traceability - being able to track every single stage of production, processing and distribution - is also becoming more and more important to consumers. "We have to provide all the necessary information including our logistics records, our purchasing record, our authorisation, our stock moving report and even sometimes we work with the manufacturer to go through a lab report," he says. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      
3.10. [bookmark: _Hlk47950877]Electric handlers operating at Port of LA
The world’s first zero-emissions top handlers, unveiled last year as part of a pre-commercial trial at the Port of Los Angeles, are now being used in daily operations at the Everport Container Terminal.
The two battery-electric top handlers were designed and built in the US by Taylor Machine Works, a heavy-duty equipment manufacturer.

Each top handler runs on a one-megawatt battery, designed to operate for up to 18 hours between charges. A data logger has been fitted to track hours of operation, charging frequency, energy usage and other performance indicators.  Port targets call for reducing GHGs 40 per cent below 1990 levels by 2030, and 80 per cent below 1990 levels by 2050. Full article available here 
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SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/AUS/479/Add.1		Addenda regular		29/07/2020		Australia		Sea freight consignments of containerised and break bulk cargo		Albania, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Netherlands, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Switzerland, Spain, Turkey, United States of America		Additional Countries Subject to Seasonal Measures for the 2020-21 Season to Manage the Risk of Brown Marmorated Stink Bug		Title of original notification This measure builds on G/SPS/N/AUS/479. Title of the notified document http://www.agriculture.gov.au/bmsb.


In response to the rapid expansion of brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) throughout Europe and North America, the Australian Government has added four more countries to be targeted for seasonal measures for the 2020-21 season to manage the risk of BMSB arriving in Australia.

Target risk countries have increased from 33 in the 2019-20 risk season to 37 in the 2020-21 season. Further information on the seasonal measures, including advice on target risk countries, measures for vessels, target high risk goods, measures relating to goods, exemptions, treatment options and rates, safeguarding arrangements and Industry Advice Notices are published on agriculture.gov.au/bmsb.

The new countries to be affected are:
Kazakhstan
Portugal
Moldova
Ukraine
 
A pest risk analysis report that identifies BMSB as a pest requiring risk management measures in order to achieve the appropriate level of protection for Australia was released in December 2019 and is available at:
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/plant/brown-marmorated-stink-bug
 		Plant protection; 		01/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/487/Add.1		Addenda regular		27/07/2020		Australia		Fresh pomegranate (Punica granatum) whole fruit and processed 'ready-to-eat' arils		India		Final report for the review of biosecurity import requirements for fresh pomegranate whole fruit and processed ‘ready-to-eat' arils from India		The Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment has completed the risk analysis for the importation of fresh pomegranate whole fruit and processed ‘ready-to-eat' arils from India into Australia. The final report recommends a combination of risk management measures and a system of operational procedures that will reduce the risk associated with the importation of pomegranate whole fruit and processed arils from India to achieve Australia's appropriate level of protection.


The final report recommends that the importation of fresh pomegranate whole fruit and processed arils from India into Australia be permitted, subject to the application of the phytosanitary measures, as outlined in the final report, for Bactrocera species (three species), a scale insect, spider mites (two species), thrips (three species), mealybugs (three species) and bacterial blight of pomegranate.
The draft report for this risk analysis was published on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment website on 18 October 2019 for a 60-day stakeholder consultation period and was notified to WTO members (G/SPS/N/AUS/487).


The final report is available in English on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment website at: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/plant/pomegranates-from-india.		Plant protection; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1722		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 855, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient F73 - FENPIRAZAMINA (fenpyrazamine) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft Resolution includes the active ingredient F73 - FENPIRAZAMINA (fenpyrazamine) in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1723		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1007 - Grain sorghum.; 100820 - - Millet				Draft resolution number 856, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient C49 - CARFENTRAZONA-ETÍLICA (carfentrazone-ethyl) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C49 - CARFENTRAZONA-ETÍLICA (carfentrazone-ethyl) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of post-emergency use (application):
-includes the millet  and sorghum cultures with MRL of 0,05 mg/kg and safety security period of 84 days.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1725		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		09 - Coffee, tea, mate and spices				Draft resolution number 858, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient C36 - CIPROCONAZOL (cyproconazole) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C36 - CIPROCONAZOL (cyproconazole) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modalities of foliar and soil use (application):
-changes the MRL of the coffee culture from 0,1 to 0,2 mg/kg;
-includes the item "L": Acute Reference Dose (ARfD) = 0,06 mg/kg b.w. (source: JMPR*, 2010).		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1726		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1201 - Soya beans, whether or not broken.				Draft resolution number 859, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient P33 - PROCIMIDONA (procymidone) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient P33 - PROCIMIDONA (procymidone) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL of the soya culture from 0,1 to 0,4 mg/kg;
-includes the phrase: a) Acute Reference Dose (ARfD) = 0,1 mg/kg b.w. (source: JMPR*, 2007).
-includes the phrase: b) "*The Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues"		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1727		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		080810 - - Apples				Draft resolution number 860, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient A48.1- CLORIDRATO DE AVIGLICINA (aviglycine) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient A48.1- CLORIDRATO DE AVIGLICINA (aviglycine) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers:
-changes the safety security period of the applie culture from 28 to 7 days in the modality of foliar use (application);
-includes the apple culture with MRL of 0,05 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days in the modality of fruit ripening use (application).		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1728		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1006 - Rice.				Draft resolution number 861, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient C74 - CIANTRANILIPROLE (cyantraniliprole) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C74 - CIANTRANILIPROLE (cyantraniliprole) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of seed treatment use (application):
-includes the rice culture with MRL of 0,01 mg/kg and safety security period "Not determined due to the modality of use (application)".		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1729		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1201 - Soya beans, whether or not broken.				Draft resolution number 862, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient A02 - ACEFATO (acephate) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient A02 - ACEFATO (acephate) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of seed treatment use (application):
-includes the soya culture with MRL of 0,02 mg/kg and safety security period "Not determined due to the modality of use (application)".		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1730		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		0803 - Bananas, including plantains, fresh or dried.; 0804 - Dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, mangoes and mangosteens, fresh or dried.; 080430 - - Pineapples; 0805 - Citrus fruit, fresh or dried.; 080720 - - Papaws (papayas)				Draft resolution number 863, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient F49 - FLUDIOXONIL (fludioxonil) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient F49 - FLUDIOXONIL (fludioxonil) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-includes the pineapple, papaya, and mango cultures with MRL of 6,0 mg/kg and safety security period "Not determined due to the modality of use (application)";
-includes the banana culture with MRL 30,0 mg/kg  and safety security "Not determined due to the modality of use (application)";
-changes the MRL of the citrus culture from 0,3 to 8,0 mg/kg.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1731		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		380899 - - - Other				Draft resolution number 864, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient H19 Habrobracon hebetor of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft Resolution includes the active ingredient H19 Habrobracon hebetor in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1732		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		380899 - - - Other				Draft resolution number 865, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient B44 - BACILLUS SUBTILIS of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 531 of 9 February 2011, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 11 February 2011		This Draft Resolution includes Toxicological Characteristics, updates the taxonomic classification, and adapts the text to new monographs aproved  for microbiological products in the monograph of the active ingredient B44 - BACILLUS SUBTILIS, in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1733		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		0702 - Tomatoes, fresh or chilled.; 070820 - - Beans (Vigna spp., Phaseolus spp.)				Draft resolution number 866, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient E26 - ESPIROMESIFENO (spiromesifen) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient E26 - ESPIROMESIFENO (spiromesifen) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL of the bean culture from 0,03 to 0,06 mg/kg;
-changes the MRL of the tomato culture from 0,3 to 0,5 mg/kg;
-includes the phrase: a) "for the purpose of residue definition for conformity with MRL and for the dietary risk assessment it will be considered the ingredient spiromesifen and its metabolite spiromesifen-enol, expressed as spiromesifen";
-includes the phrase: b) "acute reference dose (ARfD): not applicable (source: JMPR, 2016)";
-includes the phrase: c) "Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues".		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1734		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		071220 - - Onions; 1006 - Rice.				Draft resolution number 867, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient C61 - BETA-CIFLUTRINA (beta-cyfluthrin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C61 - BETA-CIFLUTRINA (beta-cyfluthrin) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the safety security period of the onion culture from 14 to 1 day;
-changes the MRL of the rice culture from 0,05 to 0,1 mg/kg;
-includes the phrase: "acute reference dose (ARfD)=0,04 mg/kg b.w. (source: JMPR, 2006)";
-includes the phrase: "Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues".		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1735		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1007 - Grain sorghum.; 100820 - - Millet				Draft resolution number 868, 7 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOL (propiconazole) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of29  August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOL (propiconazole) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-includes the millet and sorghum cultures with MRL of 0,1 mg/kg and safety security period of 30 days.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1736		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		09 - Coffee, tea, mate and spices; 52 - Cotton				Draft resolution number 870, 10 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient T46 - TETRACONAZOL (tetraconazole) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient T46 - TETRACONAZOL (tetraconazole), from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL of the cotton culture from 0,5 to 0,9 mg/kg;
-changes the MRL of the coffee culture from 0,08 to 0,5 mg/kg;
-includes the phrase: "acute reference dose (ARfD) = 0,05 mg/kg b.w. (source: EFSA 08)"		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1737		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		09 - Coffee, tea, mate and spices; 52 - Cotton				Draft resolution number 871, 10 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient T14-TIOFANATO-METÍLICO (thiophanate-methyl) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient T14-TIOFANATO-METÍLICO (thiophanate-methyl), from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL of the cotton culture from 0,2 to 8,0 mg/kg;
-changes the MRL from 0,2 to 1,5 mg/kg and the safety security period from 28 to 21 days for the coffee culture;
-includes the phrase at item "k": "acute reference dose (ARfD) = 0,1 mg/kg b.w. (source: JMPR, 2005)"		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1738		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		170111 - -- Cane sugar				Draft resolution number 872, 10 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient B26 - BIFENTRINA (bifenthrin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient B26 - BIFENTRINA (bifenthrin), from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL from 0,02 to 0,15 mg/kg and the safety security period to 40 days for the cane sugar culture.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1739		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		06 - Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental foliage; 0603 - Cut flowers and flower buds of a kind suitable for bouquets or for ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed, bleached, impregnated or otherwise prepared.; 0604 - Foliage, branches and other parts of plants, without flowers or flower buds, and grasses, mosses and lichens, being goods of a kind suitable for bouquets or for ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed, bleached, impregnated or otherwise prepared.				Draft resolution number 873, 10 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient F23.1 - FLUASIFOPE-P-BUTÍLICO (fluazifop-P) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient F23.1 - FLUASIFOPE-P-BUTÍLICO (fluazifop-P) , from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of post-emergency use (application):
-includes ornamental plants cultures with MRL and safety security period of "Non-food use".		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1740		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Brazil		1001 - Wheat and meslin.				Draft resolution number 874, 10 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient S16 - SAFLUFENACIL (saflufenacil)  of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE N° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient S16 - SAFLUFENACIL (saflufenacil) , from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of post-emergency use (application):
-includes the wheat culture with MRL of 0.03 mg/kg and safety security period of 95 days.		Food safety; 		12/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1318		Regular notification		28/07/2020		Canada		Pesticide halauxifen-methyl in or on oats (ICS: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Halauxifen-methyl (PMRL2020-10)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2020-10 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for halauxifen-methyl that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1             Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                      Oats
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; 		06/10/2020		6 October 2020		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1319		Regular notification		28/07/2020		Canada		Pesticide MCPA in or on dried shelled pea and bean (except soybean) (ICS: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: MCPA (PMRL2020-11)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2020-11 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for MCPA that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1              Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.1                         Dried shelled pea and bean (crop subgroup 6C, except soybean)2
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The MRL is proposed to extend the currently established MRL of 0.1 ppm for dry field peas to the remaining commodities of the crop subgroup.
 
An MRL is proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.		Food safety; 		06/10/2020		6 October 2020		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1320		Regular notification		29/07/2020		Canada		Pesticide MCPA in or on annual canarygrass (ICS: 65.020, 65.100, 67.020, 67.040, 67.060)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: MCPA (PMRL2020-12)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2020-12 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for MCPA that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1          Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.04                    Annual canarygrass bran
0.03                    Annual canarygrass seeds
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; 		06/10/2020		6 October 2020		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/396/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		28/07/2020		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables.				Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for fluxapyroxad, hymexazol, metamitron, penflufen and spirotetramat in or on certain products (Text with EEA relevance)		There is a correction to notification G/SPS/N/EU/396, dated 15 July 2020:
The link to the document related to current and new MRLs and the one related to footnotes the listed in box 5 of notification G/SPS/N/EU/396 has been changed.
The link is now corrected and it should read as follows:
 
All other attachments provided in G/SPS/N/EU/396 are correct and remain unchanged.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/401		Regular notification		28/07/2020		European Union		food of animal origin, composite products, live animals, sprouts for human consumption and seeds for producing sprouts for human consumption				Commission Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain categories of animals and goods and repealing Directive 98/68/EC, Decision 2000/572/EC, Decision 2003/779/EC, Regulation (EC) No 599/2004, Decision 2007/240/EC, Implementing Regulation (EU) No 636/2014 and Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/628		Regulation (EU) 2017/625 (‘Official Controls Regulation') empowers the Commission to adopt, by way of implementing acts, model official certificates which accompany animals and goods entering the Union, and rules for the issuance of such certificates. Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (‘Animal Health Law') empowers the Commission to lay down, by way of implementing acts, rules concerning animal health provisions to be contained in those model official certificates.
 
The purpose of this Regulation is to lay down rules for the issuance of such official certificates and to lay down specific models with regard to the category of goods and animals.
 
The Regulation is launched as part of a package together with Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain terrestrial animals and Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain aquatic animals.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Ninety days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/402		Regular notification		28/07/2020		European Union		live animals, and germinal products				Commission Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates, official attestations and model declarations for certain categories of terrestrial animals and germinal products thereof and repealing Commission Decisions 2010/470/EU and 2019/294/EU		Description of content:
Regulation (EU) 2017/625 (‘Official Controls Regulation') empowers the Commission to adopt, by way of implementing acts, model official certificates, official attestations and declarations which accompany animals and goods entering the Union, and rules for the issuance of official certificates. Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (‘Animal Health Law') empowers the Commission to lay down, by way of implementing acts, rules concerning animal health and welfare provisions to be contained in those model official certificates, official attestations and declarations.
 
The purpose of this Regulation is to lay down rules for the issuance of official certificates and to lay down specific models of official certificates, official attestations and declarations with regard to the category of terrestrial animals and germinal products thereof.
 
The Regulation is launched as part of a package together with Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain aquatic animals and Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain goods.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Ninety days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/403		Regular notification		28/07/2020		European Union		Food of animal origin and composite products, live animals				Commission Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates and a model declaration for certain categories of aquatic animals and certain products thereof and repealing Commission Regulation (EU) No 1251/2008		Regulation (EU) 2017/625 (‘Official Controls Regulation') empowers the Commission to adopt, by way of implementing acts, model official certificates and declarations which accompany animals and goods entering the Union, and rules for the issuance of such certificates. Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (‘Animal Health Law') empowers the Commission to lay down, by way of implementing acts, rules concerning animal health provisions to be contained in those official certificates and declarations.
 
The purpose of this Regulation is to lay down rules for the issuance of official certificates and to lay down specific model certificates and a model declaration with regard to the category of aquatic animals and certain products thereof.
 
The Regulation is launched as part of a package together with Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain terrestrial animals and Implementing Regulation concerning model official certificates for certain goods.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Ninety days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/766		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
-Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
-Animal originated products (HS: 05.04) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.04, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
-Edible fruit, nuts and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.01, 08.02, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Mate and spices (HS: 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
-Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.07 and 10.08) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.07 and 12.12)
-Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Mefentrifluconazole		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/767		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06 and 02.08) 
-Dairy produce (HS: 04.01) 
-Animal originated products (HS: 05.04) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.02, 07.05, 07.07, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.13) 
-Edible fruit and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.04, 08.06, 08.07, 08.10 and 08.11) 
-Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.07 and 10.08) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.02 and 12.05)
-Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Pydiflumetofen		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/768		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02 and 02.06) 
-Dairy produce (HS: 04.01) 
-Animal originated products (HS: 05.04)
-Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.02)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Veterinary drug : Nanafrocin		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/769		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.03, 02.06 and 02.09) 
-Animal originated products (HS: 05.04)
-Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Veterinary drug: Tildipirosin		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/770		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.07 and 02.09) 
-Birds' eggs (HS: 04.07 and 04.08) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.14) 
-Edible fruit and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Mate and spices (HS: 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
-Cereals (HS: 10.05) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.06, 12.07 and 12.12)
-Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Oxathiapiprolin		Food safety; 		28/09/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/771		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.04 and 07.10) 
-Edible fruit and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.05, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Tea and spices (HS: 09.02, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10)
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.07)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Pyrimidifen		Food safety; 		28/09/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/772		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Japan		Mineral water (HS Code: 22.01)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act		Japan will revise the specifications of Hexavalent chromium, Chloroacetic acid, Dichloroacetic acid, and Trichloroacetic acid for mineral waters.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/70		Regular notification		27/07/2020		Kazakhstan		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision "On amendments to the Procedure for interaction between the Eurasian Economic Union Member States in prevention, diagnosis, localization and elimination of outbreaks of extremely dangerous, quarantine and zoonotic diseases of animals and for regionalization and compartmentalization" approved by the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision No. 79 of 10 November 2017		The draft provides for the establishing a procedure for recognition by the authorized bodies of the Member States of the Eurasian Economic Union in the field of veterinary medicine of the results of regionalization of the territory of a third country, carried out by the competent authority of this third country or by the World Organization for Animal Health.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		25/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/693		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Korea, Republic of		Food additives				Proposed amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Food Additives		Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Standards and Specifications for the Food Additives".

1) Maximum use level of food colours used in combination is newly established.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/694		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Korea, Republic of		Food additives				Proposed amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Food Additives		Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Standards and Specifications for the Food Additives".

1) In order to manufacture the powder type flavouring products, the definition of flavouring substances is revised. 
2) The use level of food contact surface sanitizing solutions is revised. 
3) The analytical methods for the following 10 food additives and 2 general test methods are revised.
(Food additives) L-Carnitine, , Crude magnesium chloride(sea water), ?-Glycosidase, Grapefruit seed extract, Magnesium phosphate(dibasic), Nitrogen, Poly-?-glutamic acid, Sodium hydroxide solution, Xylitol, Yeast extract 
(General test methods) Atomic absorption spectrophotometry, Inductively coupled plasma emission spectroscopy 
4) English name of Vitamin D2 is changed.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/695		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Korea, Republic of		Food additives, food-contact surface sanitizing solutions, food utensils, containers and packages, food ingredient, livestock products				Proposed Draft Amendments to the Approval Standard of Temporary Standards and Specifications for Food etc.		Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the Approval of Temporary Standards and Specifications for Food etc.

1. The approval process of genetically modified food additives is revised.
2. The approval period of natural food additives is unified with the approval period of food additives.
3. New provision to reject illegally submitted application is added.
4. Other requisites including application forms etc. are revised.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/617/Add.1		Addenda regular		29/07/2020		New Zealand		Pelleted seeds for sowing				Proposed amendment to the IHS 155.02.05: Seeds for sowing and requirements for the importation of pelleted  seeds for sowing		This is an addendum to New Zealand's WTO notification (G/SPS/N/NZL/617) made on 5 February 2020 on proposed amendments to import requirements for pelleted seeds for sowing. The notified amendments included a requirement for a phytosanitary certificate to accompany for all pelleted seed lots. We have now considered application of this measure and have made it more trade-enabling by removing the requirement for a phytosanitary certificate for pelleted seed lots of species with ‘basic' import requirements in import health standard 155.02.05: Seeds for sowing. This addendum does not extend the scope of the previously notified regulation nor will potentially affect Members as this is a trade-enabling amendment.		Plant protection; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/620/Add.1		Addenda regular		27/07/2020		New Zealand		Seeds for sowing				Measures for pospiviroids on host plant material and seeds for sowing		Consultation closed and the final Import Health Standard 155.02.05: Seeds for sowing; and 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock were issued on the 22 July 2020 with new import requirements for the management of:
Columnea latent viroid (CLVd); Tomato apical stunt viroid (TASVd); Tomato chlorotic dwarf viroid (TCDVd); and Tomato planta macho viroid (TPMVd).
 
on:
 
Seeds for sowing:
Petunia 
Solanum lycopersicum (tomato)
 
Plants for planting:
Brunfelsia undulata 
Calibrachoa spp.
Cestrum spp.
Gloxinia gymnostroma 
Nematanthus wettsteinii 
Petunia spp.
Pittosporum tobira 
Verbena spp.
Vinca minor


Adoption Date of regulation
22 August 2020
		Plant protection; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/635		Regular notification		27/07/2020		New Zealand		Vegetables, fruit, animal products, and other food products.				Proposals to Amend the New Zealand (Maximum Residue Levels for Agricultural Compounds) Food Notice July 2020.		Description of content:  The document contains technical details on proposals to amend the current Notice issued under the Food Act 2014 that lists the maximum residue levels (MRLs) for agricultural compounds in New Zealand.
MPI proposes the following amendments to the Notice:
a)      The addition of new MRL entries for the following compounds:
·        Amisulbrom: 0.02 mg/kg in head brassicas, 0.02 mg/kg in flowerhead brassicas, and 0.1 mg/kg in leafy vegetable brassicas.
·        Mefentrifluconazole: 2.0 mg/kg in barley grain, 0.01(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.1 mg/kg in mammalian fat, 0.1 mg/kg in mammalian kidney, 0.3 mg/kg in mammalian liver, 0.02 mg/kg in mammalian meat, 0.02 mg/kg in milk, 0.02 mg/kg in poultry fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, 0.02 mg/kg in poultry offal, and 0.5 mg/kg in wheat grain.
·        Prosulfocarb: 0.01(*) mg/kg in potatoes.
(*) indicates that the maximum residue level has been set at or about the limit of analytical quantification.
 
b)      The amendment of existing MRL entries for the following compounds and commodities:
·        Azoxystrobin: 0.01(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian meat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian offal, 0.005 mg/kg in milk, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, and 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry offal.
·        Cyantraniliprole: 0.02 mg/kg in mammalian kidney, 0.03 mg/kg in mammalian liver, and 0.02 mg/kg in milk.
·        Diflufenican: 0.02(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.02(*) mg/kg in mammalian fat, 0.02(*) mg/kg in mammalian meat, 0.02(*) mg/kg in mammalian offal, 0.01(*) mg/kg in milk, 0.01(*) mg/kg in peas (without pods), 0.02(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, and 0.02(*) mg/kg in poultry offal.
·        Fluxapyroxad: 0.01(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.03 mg/kg in mammalian offal, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, and 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry offal.
·        Folpet: 0.6 mg/kg in barley grain, 0.05(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.05(*) mg/kg in mammalian meat, 0.05(*) mg/kg in mammalian offal, 0.05(*) mg/kg in milk, 0.05(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, and 0.05(*) mg/kg in poultry offal.
·        Metolachlor: 0.01(*) mg/kg in potatoes.
·        Tebuconazole: 0.01(*) mg/kg in eggs, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian kidney, 0.07 mg/kg in mammalian liver, 0.01(*) mg/kg in mammalian meat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in milk, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry fat, 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry meat, and 0.01(*) mg/kg in poultry offal.
 (*) indicates that the maximum residue level has been set at or about the limit of analytical quantification.
 
c)      The addition of exemptions from compliance with a MRL for the following compounds:
·        1-triacontanol, when used as a plant growth regulator on pasture, in Schedule 2 (agricultural chemicals) of the Notice.
·        Eugenol, when used as a fungicide on grapevines, in Schedule 2 (agricultural chemicals) of the Notice.
·        Geraniol, when used as a fungicide on grapevines, in Schedule 2 (agricultural chemicals) of the Notice.
·        Thymol, when used as a fungicide on grapevines, in Schedule 2 (agricultural chemicals) of the Notice.
d)     The amendment of existing exemptions from compliance with a MRL for the following compounds:
·        The Schedule 2 (agricultural chemicals) entry for hydrogen peroxide, to extend its use as a fungicide and bactericide on fruits to both fruits and vegetables.
·        The Schedule 3 (veterinary medicines) entry for vaccine and diagnostic antigens, to clarify that the entry allows for the use of vacterial cell wall components used as immunostimulants to be exempt from compliance with a MRL.
e)      The removal of an existing exemption from compliance with a MRL in Schedule 2 of the Notice for didecyl dimethyl ammonium chloride (DDAC), as this compound is no longer approved for use as an agricultural compound in New Zealand.  		Food safety; 		25/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/636		Emergency notification		30/07/2020		New Zealand		Hoya plants for planting (including tissue culture)				Import Health Standard 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock  		The standard describes the import specifications and entry conditions for nursery stock imported into New Zealand. Urgent measures were put in place to manage the risks associated with the undetermined pathogens on Hoya plant material.
All Hoya species allowed for import into New Zealand will need to meet the requirements of the newly created Hoya schedule:
- Post Entry Quarantine (PEQ) in level 2 for a minimum of 3 months for whole plants, cuttings and tissue culture.  Tissue culture must be imported into a level 2 greenhouse.
- Testing in PEQ of all plants within a consignment for Hoya undetermined tobamoviruses.		Plant protection; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/443/Add.2		Addenda regular		27/07/2020		Philippines		Plant food				Draft Department Circular, Series of 2019:  Rules and Regulations Governing the Importation and Exportation of Plant Food		The DA Department Circular No. 6, Series of 2020: Rules and Regulations Governing the Importation and Exportation of Plant Food (G/SPS/N/PHL/443/Add.1) was adopted on March 20, 2020 and published in a newspaper of general circulation on 7 May 2020.

Date of Entry into force: 7 November 2020		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		25/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/541		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Chinese Taipei		Food ingredient to be used in food				Draft Regulation for The Use Restriction of Purging cassia (Cassia fistula) Fruit		This draft regulation specifies the use restriction of Purging cassia (Cassia fistula) fruit for food purposes.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/542		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Chinese Taipei		Animal products				Draft Standards for Pesticide Residue Limits in Animal Products		Amendment of pesticide MRLs for Acephate, Bitertanol, Cyhalothrin, Dimethomorph, Dinotefuran, Famoxadone, Fenpropathrin, Fenpyroximate, Fenthion, Flufenoxuron, Hexythiazox, Penconazole, Pyriproxyfen, Thymol, Trifloxystrobin in animal products		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/TUR/109/Add.1		Addenda emergency		30/07/2020		Turkey		Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) and capsicum (Capsicum sp.) seeds		Germany, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Mexico		Notice of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Turkey on emergency measures in order to prevent the introduction into and the spread of Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV) into Turkey
		In order to prevent the entry of Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (Tobamovirus, ToBRFV) into Turkey, an additional declaration was introduced in the phytosanitary certificates for the import of tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) and capsicum (Capsicum sp.) seeds known to be affected from the virus, originating from Jordan, Germany, Israel, Italy and Mexico, which was also notified to WTO through G/SPS/N/TUR/109 on February 26, 2020.
Since  the virus has spread widely in many parts of the world, following preventive measures have been taken as of 31/08/2020 for all trading countries;
In case of import of tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) and capsicum (Capsicum) seeds, analysis for the specified organism has been carried out using RT-PCR method, and they have been found, in these analysis, to be free of the specified organism and an "additional declaration" is to be provided with phytosanitary certificates, referencing to the results of this analysis; 
In case of import of specified plants for planting, other than seeds; 
-they have been produced in a production site which is registered and supervised by the national plant protection organisation in the country of origin and known to be free from the ToBRFV on the basis of official inspections carried out at the appropriate time to detect that organism; and  
-they derive from seeds which either originate in areas free from the specified organism or have undergone official testing for the specified organism on a representative sample using RT-PCR method, and have been found, in these tests, to be free of the specified organism and an "Additional Declaration' shall be required referring to the testing results with the phytosanitary certificate.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/151		Regular notification		30/07/2020		Ukraine		Foodstuffs of animal origin				Draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On Approval of Hygiene requirements for the production and circulation of food products of animal origin"		The draft Order establishes detailed hygiene requirements for the production and circulation of processed and unprocessed food products of animal origin in line with Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin.		Food safety; 		28/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3189		Regular notification		29/07/2020		United States of America		Caneberry, Subgroup 13-07A; Date, dried; Tea, dried				Hexythiazox; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation amends the existing tolerances for residues of the ovicide/miticide hexythiazox in or on Caneberry, Subgroup 13-07A; and on Date, dried. This regulation also establishes a tolerance for residues of the ovicide/miticide hexythiazox in or on Tea, dried.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3190		Regular notification		29/07/2020		United States of America		Rice, bran; Rice, grain				Quinclorac; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation amends the tolerance for residues of quinclorac in or on rice, grain.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN





Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/64		03/08/2020		WTO		 Review of the operation and implementation of the SPS Agreement - Report adopted by the Committee on 26 June 2020 - Part A


		G/SPS/64/Add.1		03/08/2020		WTO		 Review of the operation and implementation of the SPS Agreement - Report adopted by the Committee on 26 June 2020 - Part B - Addendum


		G/SPS/GEN/1625/Rev.6		28/07/2020		Secretariat		 Fifth review of the operation and implementation of the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures - Overview of papers and proposals submitted by Members - Note by the Secretariat - Revision

		G/SPS/GEN/1778/Rev.3 G/TBT/GEN/296/Rev.3		31/07/2020		Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte D’ivoire, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, The Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Honduras, Jamaica, Israel, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Togo		 Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade - Request for the suspension of the processes and entry into force of reductions of maximum residue levels (MRLs) for plant protection products in light of the COVID-19 pandemic - Communication from Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte D’ivoire, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, The Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Honduras, Jamaica, Israel, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Togo - Revision
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