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PMAC weekly update 9th to 16th July 

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Government agencies: ICPR changes, Update on entry across the Australian border; Frozen vegetable recall; WTO Notifications

2. New Zealand News:  Sustainable farming boost; Biosecurity awareness needs work; Growers to tell their story at Horticulture Conference; Seeka puts recently acquired T&G Global orchards on market; Global seed group confirms PGG Wrightson interest; New Zealand kiwifruit experts share tips with Chinese growers; New Zealand’s kiwis to remain top horticultural export fruit; Kiwifruit claimants concur with $800 mln estimate; Dümmen Orange acquires New Zealand calla assortment; New Zealand robot to bring data to kiwifruit orchards

3. International news: GAIN reports; European Parliament; Regulatory status of non-GMO plant innovations under current EU law; UK: Impact calculator helps industry prepare for Brexit; Customs tariffs for some US fruits exported to China increased by 400%; US plans tariffs on 6000+ Chinese products; China and US already looking for new trade partners; Trade Wars are Good, and Easy to Win; US: Food companies launch Sustainable Food Policy Alliance; Carrefour uses blockchain technology for tomatoes; The smartphone is China's latest farming tool; China modernizes its kiwi industry to eradicate poverty; Europe: Listeria outbreak causes retailers to remove frozen vegetables; Tasmanian vegetables are safe’; CDC releases investigation update on multi-state outbreak of E. Coli; An orange a day keeps macular degeneration away’; Technology promises to calculate "true" shelf life; Effect of low-frequency electromagnetism on root-knot nematodes

Editors comments 

Food safety and trade are again high profile this week . The  listeria contamination of EU packaged frozen vegetable has demonstrated two  interesting elements . Partially processed vegetables to date have been considered safe. This will now cause regulators  and the public to look even more closely at food in terms of causing illness. What is truely amazing in this outbreak is the use of technologies that can  identify an outbreak that has affected only 47 people over 3 years and 5 countries . Without gene sequencing it is highly unlikely that any one would have recognised the connection.  However despite enhanced ability to detect outbreaks finding the cause is another matter.  The report onthe Ecoli outbreak on lettuce in the USA has ( after many months) been traced back to water  but not how it entered that water or contaminated the lettuce. This ups the anti for any supplier of fresh food But for those who are confident of their production systems there will be money to be made and you can see Tasmanian vegetable growers are using the listeria news to try to boost their own sales. 

Trade –Well Trump seems determined to plunge the world into a trade war with 4 articles reporting on various aspects of the stand-off with China


1. Agency   news                                                                               
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1.1. ICPR changes

The ICPR for Russia and EEU has been updated with changes to the rewording of a note under section 4.1 for Apples to Russia - to correct an error.



1.2. Update on entry across the Australian border
The MPI / PMAC working group has released in latest update on the phase out of OPI.  It reports that currently there are 8 OPI inspectors who will visit New Zealand before next May (one available for booking at any one time).  From now all product that is not precleared will need to be inspected in Australia.  To facilitate smooth entry across the border it is very important that exporters do all they can to ensure product is compliant with Australian’s importing requirements. 

 It now looks as though OPI will end by June 2019.  In the meantime MPI and DAWR have a number of initiatives underway to try to streamline entry into Australia.  For the full communication see the July update on this web page 



1.3. Frozen vegetable recall 
Greenyard Frozen UK is recalling a range of frozen vegetables in New Zealand that could cause listeriosis.  The product that's being recalled has been associated with cases of listeria overseas, involving 47 cases and 9 deaths.  MPI reports there have been no reports of associated illness in New Zealand and frozen vegetables generally pose no risk if cooked correctly before eating.  Full article available here 



1.4. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products.  If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
South Africa – MRL’s and regulations governing general hygiene requirements for food Premises, the Transport of Food and Related Matters (Government Notice R.638 of 22 June 2018) 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
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2. New Zealand News 
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2.1. Sustainable farming boost 
15 new SFF projects were confirmed last week.  A massive oversubscription to the fund in recent years was relieved earlier this year by Budget 2018’s $15 million boost over four years.  The next SFF funding round opens on Monday 9 July. 
Project of potential interest to plant producers are:
· Productive Riparian Buffers- $349,300 for Evaluating the operational, financial and environmental performance of “productive” riparian buffers featuring a range of native and non-native plant species.
· Effective Fresh Produce Traceability Systems $272,649.99 for Understanding barriers to effective traceability in the domestic fresh produce industry to improve internal traceability at all stages of the supply chain and ensure a more robust, streamlined traceability framework.
· Alternative Pollinators for Seed Production $232,805 for Developing managed fly species that can be mass reared to provide sufficient and predictable pollination to a range of field and covered crops to maximise economic yields.  Full article available here



2.2. Biosecurity awareness needs work 
More work needs to be done to help New Zealanders understand the true impact of biosecurity threats, says Minister of Agriculture and Biosecurity Damien O’Connor.  In a baseline survey done as part of the Biosecurity 2025 programme and released last week, more than 60 per cent of New Zealanders have a good understanding of biosecurity and think it is important, but only 2 per cent think they would be personally affected by a biosecurity breach.  See public survey here 

The research also included a business survey that focused on two key groups: transport, distribution and logistics; and primary producers.  Both groups have significant biosecurity risks associated with the day-to-day running of their businesses. “It was great to see that 71 per cent of transport, distribution and logistics businesses are actively managing pest and disease risk but we need to work more closely with primary producers, as only 30 per cent are actively managing pest and disease risk.  See business survey here             Full article available here 

General

2.3.  Growers to tell their story at Horticulture Conference 
The Horticulture Conference will be held at the Air Force Museum in Christchurch from 23 to 25 July.  The theme this year is ‘Our Food Story’, with the sessions tracing that story from the commercial vegetable gardens and fruit orchards, all the way through to the consumer.  The conference covers:
· Telling the stories of Innovative Growers: 
· Meeting Compliance: Two very compelling sessions focused on the constraints on growing and looking to a post-pesticide spraying future (robotics and labour issues will also be addressed);
· Future Diversity: strategies and initiatives for woman in horticulture, 
· Distributors and supermarkets under scrutiny 
· Satisfying Consumers- meeting the ever-growing demands of consumers for premium price  
Full article available here 



Industry news
2.4. Seeka puts recently acquired T&G Global orchards on market
Seeka Ltd is selling nine horticultural properties in Northland.  The properties are to be sold to somebody who will continue the orchard management and supply the produce back to Seeka by contract.  They cover 288 hectares growing kiwifruit [Zespri SunGold, ENZAGold, EnzaRed and Hayward] along with avocados and lemons.  There is significant bare land suitable for horticulture development. 

Seeka is looking for a large scale investor or consortium to own these orchards with professional orchard management and post-harvest services in place from Seeka.  At the same time Seeka is investing in the fundamental postharvest infrastructure with new packing facilities and cool storage planned for Kerikeri.”  Tenders close 15 August 2018.  Information is available on www.seeka.co.nz.
Full article available here 



2.5. Global seed group confirms PGG Wrightson interest 
NZ’s NBR has reported that Barenbrug has confirmed its interest in PGG Wrightson’s seed unit.  PGG Wrightson had hired First NZ Capital and Credit Suisse Australia to help with a strategic review.  This can be seen as a move to invite offers from buyers for part or all of the company.  Barenbrug is an innovative market leader with a global market share of 12.5 percent.  The seed and grain segment is PGG Wrightson’s most profitable business. Chief Executive of Cropmark Seeds, Glen Jarvis, said there was a great deal of speculation around the future of PGG Wrightson’s seed division. He added a merger would have significant implications for the local market. Mr Jarvis noted PGG Wrightson and Agriseeds both had businesses that compete with Cropmark.  



2.6. New Zealand kiwifruit experts share tips with Chinese growers
Zespri's Project Bamboo, aims to contract selected growers to supply the Tauranga-based marketer with fruit for its expanding Chinese market. Sales in China reached $505 million at the end of June and turnover is expected to double in four years' time. This is the third year of a three-year trial to determine whether Zespri can source kiwifruit in China of a similar quality to what is grown in New Zealand. The previous two years of trials found there would be "no insurmountable barriers" to find kiwifruit which would conform to its quality standards.  Full article available here 



2.7. New Zealand’s kiwis to remain top horticultural export fruit
Kiwifruit exports, valued at $1.86 billion, remain New Zealand's most valuable horticulture export. It is certainly closely followed by the value of wine exports, at $1.72 billion. Apples and pears are the next largest exports, and growing at a similar rate to kiwifruit. It is expected they will grow from $770,000 to $990,000 by 2022. Overall, the New Zealand horticulture industry is exporting nearly $5.5b worth of produce.   

However a report, commissioned by the Samurai Wasp Steering Group, estimated that gross domestic product would fall by between $1.8 and $3.6 billion by 2038 if the stink bug became established. The horticulture export value could fall by an estimated $2b to $4.2b.Full article available here 



2.8. Kiwifruit claimants concur with $800 mln estimate 
The successful claimants in the kiwifruit lawsuit against the government for negligence in allowing the Psa virus into New Zealand say they concur with acting Prime Minister Winston Peters' estimate of up to $800 million of Crown liability. The government has until the end of next week to decide whether to appeal the High Court judgement from the first stage. Full article available here



2.9. Dümmen Orange acquires New Zealand calla assortment 
Dümmen Orange has expanded their product portfolio with the calla assortment and breeding pipeline of Bloomz. Both companies signed their joint agreement and integration has started. These calla lilies from New Zealand will enhance the current Dümmen Orange product lines, especially in cut flowers.

Andy Warren (Managing Director Bloomz New Zealand ltd.) adds: “We are happy to announce the sale of our Bloomz proprietary calla lily varieties and breeding pipeline to Dümmen Orange. We are confident that Dümmen Orange will take the innovative achievements of our programme and continue the quest for best of class for growers worldwide.  Full article available here 

Other

2.10. New Zealand robot to bring data to kiwifruit orchards
A battery-powered fully-autonomous robot system, which can scan kiwifruit orchards and offer growers a full picture of their crop via accurate data, drew the interest of many in the horticultural industry at Fieldays.  Currently most kiwifruit orchardists take a walk through their orchard, have a look at the crop flowering and guesstimate how much thinning they should undertake to increase their yield. This technology will provide , 100 per cent, full population count for every hectare on a kiwifruit orchard. This gives growers a full picture of their crop and allows them to make data-driven decisions to optimise yield and mitigate risks.” Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:

a) Australia Retail Food Sector Report 2018| Health, wellness, and the environment continue to be key purchasing factors for Australian consumers.   Retail Foods_Canberra_Australia_7-3-2018

b) EU- 28 Commission Roadmap for Endocrine Disruptors Although this European Commission has already done a lot of work on endocrine disruptors, there remain many concerns regarding this issue. This roadmap should inform citizens and stakeholders about what the Commission has been doing so far. Commission Roadmap for Endocrine Disruptors_Brussels USEU_EU-28_7-6-2018

c) EU- 28 Commission Briefing on New Origin Labeling Rules The European Commission published Implementing Regulation 2018/775 setting out Country of Origin Labeling rules for the primary ingredient in prepacked foods.  Commission Briefing on New Origin Labeling Rules_Brussels USEU_EU-28_7-3-2018

d) China Change and Opportunity Retail Foods  China remains one of the most dynamic retail markets in the world and offers great opportunities for U.S. food exporters. Exporters should be aware of several new trends that are changing China’s retail landscape.  Imported food consumption growth is shifting from China’s major coastal metropolitan areas (e.g., Shanghai and Beijing) to the dozens of Second-and-Third Tier cities throughout China.  China is experimenting with new retail models, such as 24-hour unstaffed  Retail Foods_Beijing ATO_China - Peoples Republic of_7-5-2018

e) Hong Kong Macau Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report This report provides general background information on Macau’s Food Import Regulations. Macau Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Hong Kong_Hong Kong_7-6-2018

f) Mongolia Exporter Guide This guide serves as a resource for U.S. companies seeking to do business in Mongolia. .  The guide includes practical tips and information on local business practices, consumer preferences and trends, food standards and regulations, and import and inspection procedures.   Mongolia Exporter Guide_Beijing ATO_Mongolia_7-5-2018

g) Thailand Retail Report  Retail Foods_Bangkok_Thailand_7-2-2018


Regulatory
3.2. Regulatory status of non-GMO plant innovations under current EU law 
A new article on the latest plant breeding methods has been published in the latest issue of Bio-Science Law Review. It provides an interesting comment on the  precautionary principle and the specific safeguard clauses in horizontal and sectoral legislation to justify and sufficiently guarantee the adoption of stricter risk management measures, in case previously unidentified risks arise.”  Full article available here 



3.3. UK: Impact calculator helps industry prepare for Brexit 
A new online calculator has been launched which will allow farmers and growers to see for the first time how they may be affected by potential Brexit scenarios. The Brexit Impact Calculator allows individuals( in the UK)  to input their own data and see what effects the different Brexit scenarios might have on their business.

It considers the consequences of three possible Brexit scenarios:
· Scenario 1: Full and comprehensive free-trade agreement with the EU. Support payments stay at the current level.
· Scenario 2: No free-trade agreement with the EU but the UK unilaterally lowers all agricultural tariffs to zero. Level of support reduced by 50% and permanent labour costs rise.
· Scenario 3: No free-trade agreement with EU and the UK adopts current EU tariff levels on all agricultural trade. Level of support reduced by 75%. Permanent and casual labour costs rise. 

The Brexit Impact Calculator can be found at https://bic.ahdb.org.uk and the wider toolkit is available at https://ahdb.org.uk/brexit/brexit-toolkit.asp   Full article available here



3.4. Customs tariffs for some US fruits exported to China increased by 400%
After several months of back-and-forth between the Chinese and US governments, the Sino-US trade war officially began on July 6th, 2018. Customs tariffs on US fruit has increased 4 fold e.g. tariffs on  apple exports to China increased from 10% to 50%.

One Chinese fruit importer hasstated that the new customs tariffs will greatly reduce the volume of US agricultural product export to China, in particular the seasonal US export cherries. The increased customs tariff is not the only problem. Stricter customs policies also delay import procedures.  Full article available here 



3.5. US plans tariffs on 6000+ Chinese products 
The Trump administration has fired the latest shot in the ongoing trade war with China, highlighting  another $200 billion worth of items that are eligible for a 10% tariff on products imported from China. The list is extensive, spanning 195 pages. 

A breakdown of the main items within food and beverage items includes seafood, dairy products, wheat and grain, nuts, dried fruits, fruit juices, mineral water, and beer and wine products. Other categories covered are Chemicals, Electronics, Fabrics, Metals and machinery, Vehicles, Furniture and antiques.   Full article available here 



3.6. China and US already looking for new trade partners
The price of such US products as cherries, pork, and whiskey rose sharply in China when the increased customs tariff came into effect on July 6th. This article looks at other countries China will look to replace this American produce .Full article available here 


3.7. Trade Wars are Good, and Easy to Win”
A tradeworks article  is available on the US announcing its intentions to impose tariffs on a further $200 billion of Chinese imports, adding to the $50 billion-worth already in train. 

It states the latest round of tariffs, scheduled to come into effect after August, is driven by US concerns over alleged Chinese appropriation of US technological know-how and policies intended to develop a strong Chinese high-tech sector; the US is at the same time taking steps to tighten controls on Chinese investment.  Eight countries have launched WTO legal challenges against the US steel tariffs.   Many have also imposed or threatened retaliatory tariffs, accounting for roughly 13% of US imports. 

The article predicts short term effects on trade  are likely to be modest. However, looking ahead, we can expect more volatility in export markets and disruption of familiar trade patterns. Of more serious concern, however, are the implications for the integrity of the rules-based global trading system.   There is no end in sight to the trade war: there are no bilateral US-China talks scheduled or underway, and there would not seem to be any specific action that China could take that would satisfy US complaints. It seems likely that we will see a ramping up of non-tariff barriers around the world, in addition to tariff mechanisms, in response to the tit-for-tat action and trade disruption – less visible but no less significant. Leaked reports last week suggested that President Trump has now  asked his officials to look at pulling the US out of the WTO.  Full article here 



Business 
3.8. US: Food companies launch Sustainable Food Policy Alliance 
Four of the largest food companies in the US have launched the Sustainable Food Policy Alliance, a new organization focused on driving progress in public policies that shape what people eat and how it impacts their health, communities, and the planet. Founding member companies include Danone North America; Mars, Incorporated; Nestlé USA; and Unilever United States.

As the Sustainable Food Policy Alliance (Alliance), member companies will prioritize U.S. public policy advocacy and action in five key areas:
· Consumer Transparency: Improving the quality and accessibility of information available to consumers about the food they purchase for themselves and their families.
· Environment: Advocating for innovative, science-based solutions to take action against the costly impacts of climate change, build more resilient communities, promote renewable energy, and further develop sustainable agriculture systems.
· Food Safety: Ensuring the quality and safety of food products and the global supply chain.
· Nutrition: Developing and advocating for policies that help people make better-informed food choices that contribute to healthy eating while supporting sustainable environmental practices.
· People and Communities: Advancing policies that promote a strong, diverse, and healthy workplace and support the supply chain, including rural economies.
At launch, two important policy areas the Alliance intends to engage  immediately include nutrition labeling and carbon emissions. 

The Alliance will work to advance climate policies that are impactful for the environment, while accounting for the specific business imperatives of supply chains, including farmers, ranchers, and other producers. This will include:  
· Urging U.S. policymakers to ensure the Farm Bill and other farm policies reflect the pressing need to increase the scale of actions to address water quality and water conservation issues, focus on improving soil health, and expand the deployment of renewable energy, particularly wind and solar. The Farm Bill should leverage all available tools, including research and public-private partnerships such as the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), to make smart investments in conservation and sustainability.
· Exploring the economics of sustainability, including financial incentives to reduce emissions and transition to low-carbon alternatives, with a particular focus on ways to create value for farmers, ranchers, and others who are implementing leading-edge practices to cut greenhouse gas emissions.
· Advocating on behalf of smart, comprehensive energy and environmental policies at the state, national, and international levels, including the Paris Climate Agreement, the Clean Power Plan or other commitments that result in change necessary to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with what evidence-based science says is necessary.
"The Sustainable Food Policy Alliance was founded on the principle that food companies can and should be doing more to lead and drive positive policy action for customers, the people who supply them, and the planet on which we all rely.

Their recent media release states "As an Alliance, we commit first and foremost to leading by example.  We are committed to a collaborative approach and to listen and learn about issues affecting all parts of our food system from the field to the store shelf and beyond. We understand that we don't have all the answers and will rely on the best available evidence-based science to inform our positions. We will be transparent about how we reach our decisions and what we hope to achieve.” Full article available here



3.9. Carrefour uses blockchain technology for tomatoes
French supermarket chain Carrefour has started to used blockchain technology for their Cauralina tomatoes. The tomatoes are  farmed by 9 producers in Marmande and Roussillon without using weedkillers.  By the end of the year they have committed to 8 products being traceable.  Full article available here 
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3.10. The smartphone is China's latest farming tool 
Smart greenhouses with watering and fertilizing controlled via mobile phone are all the rage in east China's Jiangxi Province. In a demonstration greenhouse covering 5,000 square meters in the city of Yingtan, most work is done by a system of perforated plastic pipes combined with sensors to monitor temperature, air humidity, mineral content and water content of the soil.

This and another 200 agriculture projects are backed up by a provincial cloud platform. According to the Jiangxi provincial agricultural department, 59 out of 100 county-level cities are covered by the network, which also helps the local government monitor food safety and rural e-commerce development. More than 20,000 rural families are registered at the platform. Full article available here 



3.11. China modernizes its kiwi industry to eradicate poverty
The Government of China has set itself the goal of eradicating total poverty in that country by 2020, and, to achieve this it has put in place various strategies, including the modernization of that country's native products industry, such as kiwi. To this end the Government is investing in technology development to help with data management and assist with all parts of the process from growing to marketing  Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                             Marketing  

The Freshfel time is produced every two to three months by the European fresh producers association.  The Headlines for the period June and July 2018 can be found here and give an overview of the most recent Freshfel activities in the EU 

This edition has background about the following initiatives 
· Note from the editor: Healthy lifestyles all year round! 
· France: Fruit and Veg 4 Health 
· Italy: FRUIT24 coming to you 
· Spain: Eat the Mediterranean way! 
· Spain: Learning about healthy diets 
· UK: Improving health one by one 
· The Netherlands: The FoodFirst Network 
· Germany: Our school, our garden 
· Italy: A healthy F&V lifestyle 
· U.S: Real kiwifruit for real people! 
· Brazil: Apples are back! 
· Spain: Looking good! 
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3.12. Europe: Listeria outbreak causes retailers to remove frozen vegetables 
The latest listeria hysteria to hit the headlines is Greenyard Frozen UK recalling its frozen vegetables from all the major grocery retailers. Production is on hold at the Hungarian plant of the company with it being linked to a deadly outbreak of Listeria monocytogenes from frozen vegetables in five European countries. The outbreak has infected at least 47 and killed nine people in Finland, the United Kingdom, Sweden, Denmark and Austria. The suspected food source was initially believed to be just frozen corn but has now been expanded to include other frozen vegetables. As a result, it’s critical that food manufacturers have plans in place to mitigate these issues if, and when they occur.

Eighteen of the cases have been reported this year, with the most recent person becoming sick in May. The outbreak is believed to have begun in 2015. It is anticipated that new cases could still emerge due to the long incubation period of listeriosis (up to 70 days) and with the long shelf life of these frozen products. Food recalls generally in recent months have made consumers wary about certain food products and regulators are constantly looking to respond with newer, stricter laws to improve safety. With such serious health risks involved in foodborne illnesses, manufacturers cannot tread lightly when it comes to recall-related risks. Full article available here 



3.13.  ‘Tasmanian vegetables are safe’
Vegetable growers are urging Tasmanians to buy local as imported frozen vegetables are pulled from supermarket shelves across the country. Food Standards Australia said the recall, although “precautionary” was due to listeria contamination fears linked to a factory in Europe.   Full article available here 



3.14. CDC releases investigation update on multi-state outbreak of E. Coli
A final CDC investigation update of the multi-state outbreak of E. coli O157:H7 infections linked to Romaine lettuce has been posted. The conclusions are as follows: 
· As of June 28, 2018, this outbreak appears to be over.
· CDC laboratory testing identified the outbreak strain of E. coli O157:H7 in canal water samples taken from the Yuma growing region.
· The FDA is continuing to investigate the outbreak to learn more about how the E. coli bacteria could have entered the water and contaminated romaine lettuce. For the most recent information about that investigation, visit the FDA website. 
· As of  June 1, 2018, 210 people f became ill in 36 states. This is the largest multistate outbreak of E. coli O157 infections since the 2006 outbreak linked to spinach.
· Some people who became sick did not report eating romaine lettuce, but had close contact with someone else who got sick from eating romaine lettuce.
·  (48%) were hospitalized, including 27 who developed a type of kidney failure called hemolytic uremic syndrome.
· 5  deaths were reported      Full article available here 
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3.15. An orange a day keeps macular degeneration away’ 
A new study ( of 2000 people in Australia) has shown that people who eat oranges  daily
had more than a 60% reduced risk of developing late macular degeneration 15 years later.

Even eating an orange once a week seems to offer significant benefits. The data shows that flavonoids found in oranges appear to help protect against the disease. Flavonoids are powerful antioxidants found in almost all fruits and vegetables, and they have important anti-inflammatory benefits for the immune system."  Full article available here 
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3.16. Technology promises to calculate "true" shelf life
Zest Labs, a company based in San Jose, California have developed a technology that allows growers and shippers to know how long each pallet of their produce will remain fresh. Using IoT sensors placed in each pallet at the time of harvest and cloud-based analytics, Zest Fresh takes into consideration temperatures at time of harvest, cut-to-cool duration, as well as conditions at each point right up until the receiver, and based on this data, calculates what the "true" remaining shelf life is.

The data is collected continuously and is read at pre-determined waypoints, such as being placed in the cooler, in the truck, moving out of the warehouse, arrival at the receiver, etc. This produces a dynamic shelf life, updated at each interval to give the most accurate shelf life at any one time."  It also means growers can use the data to monitor their processes to ensure they're being adhered to, adjusting procedures accordingly. "

To help with the monitoring process, Zest Fresh collects, stores and displays all the data in a unique, automatically-generated code, called the "ZIPR Code" which stands for Zest Intelligent Pallet Routing, the industry’s first freshness metric. The ZIPR Code references the dynamic remaining shelf-life of individual pallets and then users can view and manage that pallet's information. The ZIPR Code ensures that customer shipments are loaded correctly, and that quality is tracked through actual delivery – providing the grower with visibility of delivered quality."

"The IoT sensors are about the same size as a deck of cards and are placed in the pallet in the field or at any point along the way. "They are reusable and can also be used for certain segments. The software to view information is cloud-based, with the desktop and mobile tags operated by access points. Full article available here 



3.17. Effect of low-frequency electromagnetism on root-knot nematodes 
Plant-eating nematodes thrive mostly in moist earth: a single gram of soil can contain more than 1,000 plant-parasitic nematodes. While they can play a role in weed control by preventing them from germinating , they generally rank among the most persistent pest a grower or farmer can face – by feeding on the roots, they reduce a plant’s uptake of water and nutrients, simultaneously reducing its tolerance to stresses such as drought. It is estimated that annually up to 12.3% of worldwide yields ($157 billion dollars) are lost due to nematodes,

In industrial agriculture, the most common solution up to now has been using chemical pesticides. Indeed, all the big chemical players manufacture such nematicides, including Monsanto, Bayer, BASF and Dow, with nematicides in three categories: organophosphates, carbamates and bio-nematicides.

Electromagnetic solutions may be an alternative. Above ground, different electromagnetic signals are generated by the plant . For example there is or isn’t nectar in the flowers, which attracts or rejects the bees. Underground, a similar principle seems to apply with regards to the attraction or rejection of migratory nematodes by the root system of the plant. Nematodes are attracted to plant roots “via soluble and gaseous attractants produced by the root itself or by attendant rhizosphere micro-organisms” . So, if it is possible to subtly interfere with these signals, the root-knot nematodes would simply no longer be interested and would stay clear of the rhizosphere, solving the problem without directly attacking the nematodes themselves.

Aqua-4D’s is a new technology using low-frequency signals which are applied to the water before irrigation. This has a positive effect on the innate structure of the water, making the minerals within more soluble, improving overall soil quality and eliminating biofilm. But at the same time, studies since 2004 have shown that root-knot nematodes exposed to this electromagnetically-treated water become stressed, disorientated, and lay fewer eggs, meaning they stay away from the root zone. Aqua-4D technology floods the soil with electromagnetic charges diluting the ones of the exudates, making it difficult for the nematodes to find the concentrations of exudates”.

Experts and nematologists agree that nematodes are virtually impossible to eliminate, so the sustainable and chemical-free solutions provided by the Aqua-4D system offer the next best thing: making root-knot nematodes disinterested and disorientated, keeping them away from the rhizosphere so that they no longer lay their eggs or pose a threat. Full article available here 
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WTO notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/141/Add.1		Addenda emergency		03/07/2018		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat-treated meat		Flevoland, Netherlands		Lifting of the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat and table eggs and their untreated products from Flevoland in Netherlands.		The United Arab Emirates is lifting the ban on the importation of poultry meat and table eggs and their untreated products originating from Flevoland in Netherlands on 1 July 2018  .This follows the publishing of the Final report (Follow-up report No. 2) of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Netherlands on 24 April 2018, and in compliance with Article 10.4.4, Chapter 10.4 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/152		Regular notification		05/07/2018		United Arab Emirates		Food products		All Countries		New smart system for the issuance of health certificates for the export of all kinds of food products by Dubai Municipality		Dubai Municipality is improving and facilitating the mechanism of issuing export health certificates for the export of food products, which will enable the owners of food companies and investors to print the export health certificates electronically from the Dubai Municipality website. Also the health certificate will include a QR code to check the validation of the health certificate, or it can be checked by entering the document number through the following link: (https://login.dm.gov.ae/wps/portal/home_ar).
Attached is a file which includes the steps on how to verify and check the validity of export health certificates, as well as a copy of the updated health certificates for the export of food products through the Dubai Municipality.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		United Arab Emirates		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Bahrain, Kingdom of		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Kuwait, the State of		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Oman		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Qatar		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/153 G/SPS/N/BHR/185 G/SPS/N/KWT/36 G/SPS/N/OMN/82 G/SPS/N/QAT/86 G/SPS/N/SAU/359 G/SPS/N/YEM/27		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Yemen		Poultry and eggs (ICS Code: 67.120.20)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled and Frozen Chicken"		This draft technical regulation applies to whole broiler (chicken) and its cuts, with or without skin, which is suitable for human consumption, and it is stored under specific refrigeration or freezing conditions, and treated or not treated with radiation.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		United Arab Emirates		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Bahrain, Kingdom of		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Kuwait, the State of		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		: This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Oman		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Qatar		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/154 G/SPS/N/BHR/186 G/SPS/N/KWT/37 G/SPS/N/OMN/83 G/SPS/N/QAT/87 G/SPS/N/SAU/360 G/SPS/N/YEM/28		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Yemen		Fish and fishery products (ICS: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Shrimps"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled shrimp prepared for human consumption, and it does not cover other products with additional manufacturing processes including shrimp, or shrimp as part of its contents.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		United Arab Emirates		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Bahrain, Kingdom of		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Kuwait, the State of		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Oman		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Qatar		Saudi Food and Drug Authority		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/155 G/SPS/N/BHR/187 G/SPS/N/KWT/38 G/SPS/N/OMN/84 G/SPS/N/QAT/88 G/SPS/N/SAU/361 G/SPS/N/YEM/29		Regular notification		09/07/2018		Yemen		Fish and fishery products (ICS Code: 67.120.30)		All Countries		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Chilled Fish"		This draft technical regulation applies to chilled fish (whole or parts), which was recently fished and treated only by refrigeration and does not concern crustaceans and their products.		Food safety; 		07/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/453		Regular notification		05/07/2018		Australia		Foods in general		All Countries		Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code 3 July 2018		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Emamectin, Etoxazole, Flumioxazin, Metamitron, Propiconazole and Sedaxane in specified plant commodities;
Metamitron, in specified animal commodities.		Food safety; 		09/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/261		Regular notification		04/07/2018		European Union		HS Code(s): ex 07082000, ex 07094000, 07096010, ex 07096099, ex 07099990, ex 07102200, 07108051, ex 07108059, ex 07108095, 08022100, 08022200, 08025100, 08025200, 08043000, 08055010, 080620, ex 08109020, ex 08109075, 08112031, ex 08112011, ex 08112019, 08131000, ex 08134095, 0902, 09042110, 09042190, 09042200, ex 11063090, 12024100, 12024200, 12074090, ex 12077000, ex 12119086, 15111090, 15119011, ex 15119019, 15119099, ex 20019097, 20081110, 20081191, 20081196, 20081198, ex 20081913, ex 20081993, 20085061, ex 20089999		Benin, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Cambodia, China, Dominican Republic, Egypt, the Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, India, Lebanon, Madagascar, Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, United States of America, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/941 of 2 July 2018 amending Regulation (EC) No 669/2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the increased level of official controls on imports of certain feed and food of non-animal origin and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 885/2014 (Text with EEA relevance)		This Regulation reviews the list of imports of feed and food of non-animal origin which are subject to an increased level of official controls.
The changes to Annex I of Regulation (EC) No 669/2009 concern:
the listing of okra from India (previously listed in Regulation (EU) No 885/2014), goji berries from China and turnips prepared or preserved by vinegar or acetic acid ("pickled turnips") from Lebanon and Syria; the de-listing of brassica oleracea from China, peas with pods from Kenya, aubergines and Ethiopian eggplant from Uganda, strawberries from Egypt, dried grapes from Iran and yardlong beans from Thailand; the decrease in the frequency of identity and physical controls to be performed on consignments of pineapples from Benin, and lemons and pomegranates from Turkey; the modification of the list of pesticides to be tested in case of tea from China; the modification of the scope of the existing entry concerning okra from Vietnam to include frozen okra; the modification to the existing entries "Apricots, otherwise prepared or preserved" (apricot pulp) to provide that, under certain conditions, identity and physical checks on consignments of such products may be carried out by the competent authorities of the place of destination as indicated in the common entry document (CED), if appropriate at the premises of the food business operator.
This Regulation also amends Regulation (EC) No 669/2009 to provide that:in case of consignments entering the Union by air transport from a third country, which are unloaded for the purposes of being loaded on another aircraft in the same airport for onward travel to another airport in the Union, the designated point of entry shall be the latter airport; the provisions in Article 3(b) regarding transhipped consignments shall also apply to consignments which will travel onward to a port or airport in the same EU Member State; where the competent authority at the designated point of entry does not permit the introduction of a consignment of feed and food listed in Annex I due to non-compliance with a maximum residue level set out in Regulation (EC) No 396/2005, it shall immediately notify such border rejection in accordance with Article 19(3) of Regulation (EC) No 882/2004. 
This Regulation also amends Annex I to Regulation (EU) No 885/2014 by deleting the entry concerning okra from India.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/604		Regular notification		02/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products		All Countries		Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Establish Manufacturing and Processing Standards for lunch boxes.
Specific requirements for disinfection of fruits and vegetables, cooling process before packaging and thawing of frozen fishery products.
2. Add six aquatic species in the "Ingredients Approved for Use in Food" list. 
Northern propeller clam (Cyrtodaria siliqua), Goldstripe sardinella (Sardinella gibbosa), Patagonian scallop (Zygochlamys patagonia), Patagonian squid (Loligo gahi), Peruvian calico scallop (Argopecten purpuratus) and Scarlet shrimp (Aristaeopsis ewardsiana/Plesiopenaeus edwardsianus).		Food safety; 		31/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/330/Add.1		Addenda regular		03/07/2018		Mexico		asparagus		All Countries		Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Mexico of asparagus (Asparagus officinalis) seeds originating in and coming from the Netherlands		Please be advised that the public consultation period in respect of the phytosanitary requirements for the importation into Mexico of asparagus (Asparagus officinalis) seeds originating in and coming from the Netherlands has closed.
Text available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2018/SPS/MEX/18_3431_00_s.pdf		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/352		Regular notification		04/07/2018		Mexico		Orchids (Masdevallia spp.), HS Code: 060313		Colombia		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de plantas de orquídeas masdevallia (Masdevallia spp.) originarias y procedentes de Colombia (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Mexico of Masdevallia orchid (Masdevallia spp.) plants originating in and coming from Colombia)		Description of content: The phytosanitary requirements for the importation of Masdevallia orchid (Masdevallia spp.) plants originating in and coming from Colombia were established on the basis of the results of the corresponding pest risk analysis pursuant to Article 11, subparagraph 1, of the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		02/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/353		Regular notification		04/07/2018		Mexico		Cattleya orchid (Cattleya spp.) plants, HS code: 060313		Colombia		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de plantas de orquídeas cattleya (Cattleya spp.) originarias y procedentes de Colombia (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Mexico of cattleya orchid (Cattleya spp.) plants, originating in and coming from Colombia)		The phytosanitary requirements for the importation of cattleya orchid (Cattleya spp.) plants, originating in and coming from Colombia were established on the basis of the results of the corresponding pest risk analysis pursuant to Article 11, subparagraph 1, of the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		02/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/354		Regular notification		04/07/2018		Mexico		Fresh apples (Malus domestica), HS code: 080810		Uruguay		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de fruto fresco de manzana (Malus domestica) para consumo, originario y procedente de Uruguay (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Mexico of fresh apples (Malus domestica) for consumption, originating and coming from Uruguay)		The phytosanitary requirements for the importation of fresh apples (Malus domestica) for consumption, originating and coming from Uruguay were established on the basis of the results of the corresponding pest risk analysis pursuant to Article 11, subparagraph 1, of the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		02/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/777		Regular notification		03/07/2018		Peru		Meerkats (Suricata suricatta)		Ecuador		Resolución Directoral N° 0020-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA (Directorial Resolution No. 0020-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA)		The notified Resolution establishes mandatory animal health requirements governing the importation into Peru of meerkats from Ecuador.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/151		Emergency notification		04/07/2018		Russian Federation		Seedlings of harwood species of the rose family (HS Code(s): 0602, except for 0602 90 100 0)		Greece - nursery garden "Vitro Hellas SA. Niseli Alexandria Greece"		Letter of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance as of 21 June 2018 No. FS-KS-3/14953		This letter introduces temporary restrictions on import of seedlings of harwood species of the rose family (HS Code(s): 0602, except for 0602 90 100 0) from Greek nursery garden "Vitro Hellas SA. Niseli Alexandria Grece" due to detection of fire blight of horticultural crops (Erwinia amylovora (Burrill) Winslow et.al.).		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/289/Add.1		Addenda emergency		03/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		Spain, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of equine originating from Spain		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 253/1291/1438 dated 30 July 2017 (7/11/1438H) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of equine" from Spain, due to the outbreak of Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA) in Spain. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 40/79731/1439 dated 4 June 2018 (20/09/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of equine originating from Spain.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, EIA has not been registered in Spain. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 12.5, the risk of importing equine from Spain is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/356		Emergency notification		03/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Livestock		South Africa		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 41/79731/1439 dated 04 June 2018 (20/09/1439H) entitled "Temporary Ban of importation of Livestock originated from South Africa"		Following the OIE reports, Vol: 31, No: 20, dated 16 May 2018, which indicates that Rift Valley Fever (RVF) outbreak, has occurred in South Africa. It is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of RFV into the country. Therefore, the importation of livestock from Republic South Africa to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/357		Emergency notification		03/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		All Countries		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No.42/79731/1439 dated 04 June 2018 (20/09/1439H) entitled "Temporary Ban of importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One day Old Chick originated from Nepal"		Following the OIE reports, ref. No. 21, Vol. 31 dated 18 May 2018, which indicates that High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) outbreak has occurred in Nepal. It is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of HPAI Disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of live Bird, Hatching Egg and One day Old Chick from Nepal to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/358		Emergency notification		05/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry meat, eggs and their products		Ghana		Notice of Executive Order of Saudi Food and Drug Authority Ref. No. 62056 dated 4 July 2018 (20/10/1439 AH) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Ghana"		Following the OIE report, Ref. No. 27091 dated 29 June 2018, Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Virus (HPAI) outbreaks have occurred in Ghana. In compliance with the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 10.4, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of HPAI into the country. Therefore, the import of poultry meat, eggs and their products (with the exception of processed poultry meat and egg products exposed to either heat or other treatments that ensure deactivation of avian influenza viruses) from Ghana to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3009		Regular notification		02/07/2018		United States of America		Almond hulls; Apple, wet pomace; Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup 4-16B; Citrus, dried pulp 1; Citrus, dried pulp; Citrus, oil 1; Citrus, oil; Cotton, gin byproducts; Cotton, undelinted seed; Fruit, citrus, group 10-10 1; Fruit, citrus, group 10-10; Fruit, pome, group 11-10; Fruit, stone, group 12-12; Grape;  Grape, raisin; Nuts, tree, group 14-12; Persimmon; Plum, prune; Pomegranate; Potato; Tea; Vegetable, Brassica, head and stem, group 5-16; Vegetable, cucurbit, group 9; Vegetable, fruiting, group 8-10; Vegetable, leafy, except Brassica, group 4		All Countries		Tolfenpyrad; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of tolfenpyrad in or on multiple commodities.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3010		Regular notification		02/07/2018		United States of America		Alfalfa, forage; Alfalfa, hay; Cattle, fat; Cattle, kidney; Cattle, meat; Cattle, meat byproducts, except kidney; Goat, fat;  Goat, kidney; Goat, meat; Goat, meat byproducts, except kidney; Hog, kidney; Horse, fat; Horse, kidney; Horse, meat; Horse, meat byproducts, except kidney;  Milk; Sheep, fat; Sheep, kidney; Sheep, meat;  Sheep, meat byproducts, except kidney; Animal feed, nongrass, group 18, except alfalfa, forage; Animal feed, nongrass, group 18, except alfalfa, hay		All Countries		Acetochlor; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of acetochlor in or on alfalfa and related animal commodities.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3011		Regular notification		02/07/2018		United States of America		Wheat, forage		All Countries		Thiencarbazone-methyl; Pesticide Tolerance. Final Rule		This regulation establishes a tolerance for residues of thiencarbazone-methyl in or on wheat forage.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3012		Regular notification		02/07/2018		United States of America		Bluegrass, forage; Bluegrass, hay; Bluegrass, straw; Bromegrass, forage; Bromegrass, hay; Bromegrass, straw; Fescue, forage; Fescue, hay; Fescue, straw; Orchardgrass, forage; Orchardgrass, hay; Orchardgrass, straw; Ryegrass, forage; Ryegrass, hay; Ryegrass, straw		All Countries		Benzovindiflupyr; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of benzovindiflupyr in or on bluegrass, forage at 0.15 parts per million (ppm), bluegrass, hay at 7.0 ppm, bluegrass, straw at 6.0 ppm, bromegrass, forage at 0.15 ppm, bromegrass, hay at 7.0 ppm, bromegrass, straw at 6.0 ppm, fescue, forage at 0.15 ppm, fescue, hay at 7.0 ppm, fescue, straw at 6.0 ppm, orchardgrass, forage at 0.15 ppm, orchardgrass, hay at 7.0 ppm, orchardgrass, straw at 6.0 ppm, and ryegrass, forage at 0.15 ppm, ryegrass, hay at 7.0 ppm, and ryegrass, straw at 6.0 ppm.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3013		Regular notification		02/07/2018		United States of America		Teff forage; teff grain; teff hay; teff straw		All Countries		Fluroxypyr; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of fluroxypyr in or on teff forage, teff grain, teff hay, and teff straw.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/46/Add.1		Addenda regular		05/07/2018		South Africa		HS Code: 16; HS Code: 17; HS Code: 18; HS Code: 1901; HS Code: 1902; HS Code: 1903; HS Code: 1904; HS Code: 2001; HS Code: 2002; HS Code: 2003; HS Code: 2004; ICS Code: 67		All Countries		Regulations relating to Maximum Levels of Metals in Foodstuffs: amendment.		Regulations relating to Maximum Levels of Metals in Foodstuffs: amendment notified in G/SPS/N/ZAF/46 (dated 22 September 2016) was adopted 15 June 2018.		Food safety; 				Not Applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/59/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		03/07/2018		South Africa		MRLs		All Countries		Regulations relating to Maximum Levels of Metals in Foodstuffs: amendment		This notice is issued to correct the following:
Regular Notification notified in G/SPS/N/ZAF/59 (dated 27 June 2018) was supposed to be an Addendum notifying the adoption of measures as notified in G/SPS/N/ZAF/46 (dated 22 September 2016).  The measures were adopted 15 June 2018.						Not Applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/61		Regular notification		02/07/2018		South Africa		Food for human consumption		All Countries		Regulations Governing General Hygiene Requirements for Food Premises, the Transport of Food and Related Matters (Government Notice R.638 of 22 June 2018)		These new Regulations has been compiled to govern the handling, transportation, storage and sale of foodstuffs to the general public of South Africa by food-producing establishments in order to protect the consumers against any potential risk of contracting food poisoning or a food-borne illness. The new Regulations provide for updates in respect of, inter alia, inclusions, deletions, modifications of definitions, deletion of sections no longer relevant, and movement of certain Regulations to enhance clarity. In addition, hygienic requirements for appliances, bulk milk tanks and butchery equipment have been included, as well as provisions for the hygienic transportation of meat and meat products. The review also included alignment with Codex Alimentarius and other international scientific developments e.g. from the World Health Organisation such as the 5 Keys to Safe Foods to ensure South African Food Legislation is current and based on international norms and standards.		Food safety; 				Not Applicable.		EN





Other SPS Document

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/GEN/1613/Rev.2		06/07/2018		Secretariat		 SPS Committee Thematic Workshop on Control, Inspection and Approval Procedures (Annex C) - Monday, 9 July - Tuesday, 10 July 2018 - WTO, Centre William Rappard, Geneva - Programme - Note by the Secretariat - Revision

		G/SPS/GEN/1629		04/07/2018		African Union Commission		 Information on SPS activities of the African Union Commission

		G/SPS/GEN/1630		06/07/2018		CAHFSA		 SPS activities from Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) to the World Trade Organization Sanitary and Phytosanitary Ccommittee Meeting - Report to the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

		G/SPS/GEN/1631		06/07/2018		Codex		 Information on activities - Communication from the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex)

		G/SPS/GEN/1632		06/07/2018		ISO		 Communication from ISO (report of activities)

		WT/COMTD/AFT/W/76		05/07/2018		Secretariat		Committee on Trade and Development - Aid for trade - Update on the standards and trade development facility - Note by the Secretariat






image4.png




image5.jpeg
beehive.govt.nz

‘The official website of the New Zealand Government





image6.png
8t !




image7.jpeg
R

&\-—A\'\ )
\1\- -




image8.png




image9.png
SAFETY/

THE KEY INGREDIENT




image10.png
&





image11.png
Ia m,

>




image1.jpeg
# yPVMIAC
Y ""




