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PMAC weekly update 11th to 18th February

1. [bookmark: _Hlk1398063][bookmark: _Hlk1398485]Government agencies: Auckland fruit fly find under investigation; New Zealand primary products continue to clear China border as usual; WTO Notifications; Exports essential e-book Perception of Corruption report; Using the New Zealand story

2. New Zealand News:  FTA top of mind in Agriculture Minister and EU Commissioner meeting; Exporters expand despite global challenges; New Zealand bids for World Avocado Congress; World Potato Markets’ interesting picture for processors; Potato season looking good across South Canterbury region; Minimum wage affects labour-intensive fruit exporters; Munch'n™ Kiwiberry harvest underway; New Zealand apple industry under threat from climate change; Seasonal labour shortage declared in New Zealand's Hawke's Bay; New Zealand grown' labels; Tropical fruit options brings opportunities to New Zealand growers; Australia’s most threatening plant disease targeted; UK: Researchers rally against Xylella fastidiosa; Italy Container load compliance update in combat against stink bugs

3. International news: GAIN reports; Patents on classical plant cultivation should not be possible"; FDA issues Final Guidance on Voluntary Food Recalls; UK: Plant health inspection facilities at place of first arrival if there's no Brexit deal; European parliament passes medical marijuana resolution; European parliament passes medical marijuana resolution; Agreement with Singapore set to give a boost to EU-Asia trade; The slow boat to Brexit Oblivion is leaving soon; The most important European markets at a glance; Blockchain for improved distribution, food safety, quality and traceability; Port of Melbourne to upgrade infrastructure; Chinese fruit retail is in the process of expansion into regional markets; Envy apple featured again at New York Fashion Week; PMA Picks: Top Produce Retail Trends and Products; Learnings from the leafy green recall; New technology puts the heat on pests; Organic industry 2019 in Europe and worldwide;  Articles on a number of more sustainable packaging and labelling approaches; Crowdfunding for sustainable agri-food; The world's most expensive and extravagant flower bouquet 

Editors Comments 
Another full week news wise . The big news in New Zealand is the discovery of a single Queensland Fruit Fly. Let’s hope it remains a single.  In the biosecurity section there are also reports of pre-emptive work underway in the UK and Australia to tackle Xyella and regulations in force in Italy to prevent the shipping of BMSB.  This is the right place to be stopping incursions and its good to see reports about positive steps being taken by other countries.

There are two areas I’d like to draw your attention to in the International section. The first is the FDA’s learnings about the Romaine Lettuce E coli scare late last year. The FDA has identified that water used on the property, that was the source of the infected produce, was probably the source of the contamination. As such the FDA comments that neighbouring properties could also have had contaminated product and it  won’t positively discount neighbouring properties in such food recalls. I can understand their rationale but can see this could have implications for water management.

The other comment I would like to make is about the increasing number of articles over the last few months associated with sustainability and waste management. Since Christmas they have increased significantly  with new approaches to packaging dominant.  This week there is an article that takes the move to sustainability one step further. From France it  reports the retailer Carrefour will support an initiative to help producers move to more sustainable production methods. Surprising in its own right  but also interesting is the fact they do not only mention organics but also agroecology. 


1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: ]                                                                                                      
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk1398518][bookmark: _GoBack]Auckland fruit fly find under investigation Biosecurity New Zealand is investigating a find of
a single male Queensland fruit fly in a surveillance trap in the Auckland suburb of Devonport. The Queensland fruit fly has been detected 6 times before in northern New Zealand – in Whangarei and in Auckland. Of these detections, only one, in Auckland in 2015, turned out to be a part of a wider breeding population and this was successfully eradicated by Biosecurity New Zealand.

As a precautionary measure, restrictions will be soon be put in place on the movement of fruit and vegetables out of the area. Full article available here 

A detailed map of the controlled area and a full description of the boundaries and rules concerned is at biosecurity.govt.nz/fruitfly   Check out the Queensland fruit fly page for further information and for regular updates.  Queensland fruit fly



1.2. New Zealand primary products continue to clear China border as usual
New Zealand's primary products continue to clear the border in China as usual, MPI has not received indication of anything out of the ordinary in China's border clearance procedures for New Zealand products." said Tim Knox Director of Market Access at MPI.

Each month China Customs publishes a list of food import non-compliances that have led to product rejection at the Chinese border. No New Zealand product appeared on the latest December 2018 list. Non-compliances concerning New Zealand products in 2018 were the lowest since monitoring began.
 "There are established mechanisms for resolving temporary technical trade issues, which includes working constructively with Chinese authorities and exporters," says Mr Knox. "The overall picture is one of a significant trade relationship working effectively, in both directions." Full article available here 



1.3. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
Australia 
· Extending consultation period for the PRA for  fresh cut flowers and foliage from all countries 
· Final group pest risk analysis for mealybugs and the viruses they transmit on fresh fruit, vegetable, cut-flower and foliage imports
· Remaking the Imported Food Control Order 
Chile – Plant protection and Food safety 
Egypt -  Phytosanitary regulations for all imports and exports of plant products
Indonesia – List of Quarantine pests 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
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1.4. Export Essentials e-book 
[image: https://assets.ubiquity.co.nz/tspacer.gif]NZTE has made available an export essentials guide that will give a .quick picture of what you need to think about for success in international markets.  Download the pdf here     Want to learn more? Check out our upcoming workshops to find one near you. 
[image: https://assets.ubiquity.co.nz/tspacer.gif]


1.5. [bookmark: _Hlk1158512]Perception of Corruption report 
The Corruption Perceptions Index (TI-CPI) was recently released by Berlin based Transparency International and has New Zealand coming in second after Denmark. New Zealand is followed by Finland, Switzerland, Norway and Singapore (in that order)  The TI-CPI measures comparative levels of corruption as perceived by those who have dealings with governments at any level. China and the United States, have both fallen to new lows. 

Ranking 2nd certainly doesn’t mean New Zealand is corruption free but it does give us a valuable benchmark and more importantly, a sense of obligation and commitment to maintain this position. 
Last week a report was also received on New Zealand’s performance on the Country Reputation Index. In order of reputation New Zealand came fifth Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Norway , New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Japan, Denmark and the Netherlands 

New Zealand maintained its position and perceptions of New Zealand have been on the improve over the past four years. The reputation of a country has a direct impact on it’s ability to attract people, talent, investment, and open doors for exporters. It also opens doors and support for New Zealand to influence and impact environmental, societal, and human progress domestically and globally.

Unfortunately, we rank only 16th on one of the three dimension’s in this report.  ‘Advanced Economy’ – which is about average according to RepTrak. Perceptions in this area have been consistent over the past seven years. We simply don’t have that many well-known brands, we’re not seen as a particularly important contributor to global culture, we’re not perceived as having high quality products & services, nor are we considered technologically advanced. Full article available here 



1.6. Using the New Zealand story
A three hour, practical hands-on workshop is available to help you with your unique New Zealand Story. Run by experienced coaches it will help  you to craft your own story to drive internataional sales. Two workshop options are available. 9:00am - 12:00pm or 1:30 - 4:30pm  GridAKL, (in the John Lysaght building), 101 Pakenham Street Auckland Register here 

[image: ]
2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk1158551]FTA top of mind in Agriculture Minister and EU Commissioner meeting 
Commissioner Hogan was in New Zealand last week to learn about our agriculture production systems. Minister O’Connor and Commissioner Hogan discussed a number of matters, including negotiations towards a New Zealand-EU FTA in the area of agriculture, and New Zealand’s concerns about the EU and the UK’s approach to post-Brexit Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs). 

Mr Hogan also met with the Primary Production Select Committee and members of the agriculture and horticulture industries, including a dairy farm visit and a horticulture field trip in Hawke’s Bay..
Full article available here



2.2. Exporters expand despite global challenges
New Zealand’s exporters are signing new deals and improving the nation’s prosperity despite many global headwinds, Minister for Trade and Export Growth and Economic Development David Parker said today.  Commenting on the Government’s international business development agency, New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE), as it conducted its annual report to a parliamentary Select Committee, David Parker said a co-ordinated approach to developing trade was working. 
Highlights from NZTE’s annual report included:
Of the 12,000 exporters in NZ, 5500 are customers of NZTE including a high-focus portfolio of 700 companies;
· Those 700 companies grew their international revenue by around $3.5 billion, rising 9.2 per cent more than the benchmark group of exporters. 
· The annual value of new trade deals was $1.7 billion, compared to a target of $1.5 billion;
· Four international regions increased the value of export deals year on year, 
· NZTE has identified huge potential in the Māori economy 
· NZTE was involved in 57 investment deals worth $800 million. 
A key focus for NZTE was the development of digital services for customers and an extension of services for small and medium enterprises. NZTE’s 2017/18 annual report can be found here.
 Full article available here 
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2.3. [bookmark: _Hlk1158582]New Zealand bids for World Avocado Congress
New Zealand Avocado will present a bid to host the 2023 World Avocado Congress (WAC) event in New Zealand when they attend the forthcoming WAC in Columbia this September. Held every four years in different countries, the World Avocado Congress would take place over four days, bringing over 2,000 of the brightest minds in avocados including growers, researchers, marketers, tech innovators and investors from around the world to New Zealand. Full article available here 



2.4. World Potato Markets’ interesting picture for processors
 China has been steadily increasing its potato imports since 2012 and 2018 was a record year with over 190,000 tons over their border.  “New Zealand’s early year sales to China this year have helped boost its exports of processed potatoes, making 2018 its second best year on record. 2018’s total of 72 681 tons was the first time New Zealand had hit the 70 000 tons mark since 2011 and is getting close to 2007’s record sales of 76 386.

The sales of just over 5 000 tons to China in January and February have meant that China has become New Zealand’s second largest export market. December saw China buy another 60 tons and exporters will be keeping their fingers crossed that the same success can be repeated this year. 

New Zealand’s biggest export market, Australia, recorded a good month in December with sales up from November’s 2 663 to 4 119 tons in time for the holiday season. A 12% improvement over 2017

Better news for New Zealand exporters has also emerged from the Philippines where home processors are struggling to make a profit using imports of raw material. Sales for the year have risen by 53%. Relations also appear to have improved again with Malaysia.  Full article available here 



2.5. Potato season looking good across South Canterbury region
The early potato harvests are looking good for New Zealand’s South Canterbury. Heavy rain pre-Christmas resulted in some Black Leg and Powdery Scab in crops. However, this has not proved a problem in Canterbury where between 50% and 60% of the national crop is grown (most of that in South Canterbury).

An outbreak of the mop-top virus (PMTV) in potato tubers in both South and Mid Canterbury last year is still being monitored. “The majority of paddocks that have tested positive for the virus are in Mid-Canterbury region. Potatoes NZ is continuing to work with Biosecurity New Zealand on the response, to understand the spread and look at how industry can manage to minimise the impacts of the virus long-term,” The affected potatoes are from the Innovator variety, which are only used for potato chips. Full article available here 



2.6. Minimum wage affects labour-intensive fruit exporters
For some NZ orchards, fruit may be left on trees and businesses face closure as steep rises in the minimum wage hit labour-intensive industries such as horticulture. Many exporters were facing higher costs due to employment law changes and the minimum wage lifting to $17.70 an hour on April 1, an increase of $1.20, a survey of 400 exporters has found businesses with 75 to 120 staff said the minimum wage increase would add an extra $120,000 to $800,000 to wage costs a year.

The Government's promise to increase the minimum wage to $20 an hour by 2021 will take it to just below the current living wage of $20.55 – the equivalent of $42,744 for a 40-hour week.

Michael Franks, chief executive of kiwifruit grower Seeka, said it employed up to 4000 people during peak season, when its packhouses ran 22 hours a day, six days a week. Seeka was looking to further automate packhouses. "We can't get enough New Zealanders to do the work and we need to beat the inflationary effect of wage increases," Franks said. Full article available here 



2.7. Munch'n™ Kiwiberry harvest underway
Freshmax are underway harvesting the first of their premium kiwiberry – this is significantly earlier than previous seasons and they are feeling positive about an outstanding season ahead. Full article available here 



2.8. [bookmark: _Hlk1158726]New Zealand apple industry under threat from climate change
Climate change will threaten New Zealand's ability to grow apples which has prompted scientists to start developing new hot climate varieties. The qualities that make New Zealand apples like Jazz and Envy successful on the world stage are a result of the country's temperate climate, and require cold nights and warm days. Fruit produced in hot climates also don't store as well, affecting their ability to be exported. 

Plant & Food Research has teamed up with IRTA, its equivalent in Catalonia, Spain, to establish a hot climate breeding programme. T&G Global will commercialise these new hot climate varieties in New Zealand and overseas. As well as safeguarding New Zealand's ability to grow apples in the future, it's hoped some of these new varieties expand the range able to be grown in more marginal regions like Central Otago, or open up new regions entirely. Full article available here 


2.9. Seasonal labour shortage declared in New Zealand's Hawke's Bay
The Ministry of Social Development has declared a seasonal labour shortage in Hawke's Bay. This means that people on visitor visas can now apply for a variation of conditions, which will enable them to work on orchards and vineyards in the region. The shortage is for a six-week period between 25 February and 5 April 2019, and came in response to discussions with top fruit leaders, industry experts, and the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment.

Forecasts expect the peak harvest season for the Hawke's Bay industry may run until around mid-May 2019 and there is currently a worker shortage of about 300 to 400 people. Full article available here



2.10. [bookmark: _Hlk1375831]New Zealand grown' labels
"New Zealand Grown" labels, indicating locally grown produce will in the next few months be rolled out on product on the supermarket shelves. The green labels, introduced by the membership-based Buy NZ Made campaign, are alternative stickers to the already existing NZ Made stickers, designed to be used by produce resellers and growers. The expected strong demand from horticulture, agriculture and primary producers. Full article available here 



2.11. Tropical fruit options brings opportunities to New Zealand growers
Bananas, so often associated with warm tropical climates on the equator may prove to be another cropping opportunity for enterprising horticulturalists from Northland to Gisborne. Farming on a 40ha property near Parua Bay on Northland’s east coast near Whangarei Hugh Rose, head of Tropical Fruit Growers of NZ has a veritable fruit bowl of tropical produce growing. Fruit grown on the property ranges from pineapples to bananas, dragon fruit, pawpaw and sugar cane.  Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                         Biosecurity            
2.12. Australia’s most threatening plant disease targeted
Australia will be better prepared for plant disease outbreaks with the appointment of a national coordinator to lead a three-year program to improve readiness for the potential incursion of the devastating Xylella fastidiosa. The role is a joint initiative between Wine Australia and Hort Innovation through the Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative (PBRI) to coordinate research and emergency response activities to improve Australia’s preparedness. While Australia is currently free of Xylella, the disease has been catastrophic overseas infecting more than 200 million citrus trees in Brazil, destroying 1 million olive trees in Italy. Full article available here 



2.13. UK: Researchers rally against Xylella fastidiosa
A major research programme focussing on building UK resilience to the bacterial plant pathogen Xylella fastidiosa, met for the first time this week. Dr Gerard Clover took up the post as Impact and Engagement Manager based at the John Innes Centre for the BRIGIT consortium. Dr Clover’s role will be to help develop an evidence-based policy and best practice framework for responding to the threat of the plant pathogen, reflecting the input of a wide range of industrial, policy and scientific stakeholders. The consortium brought together ten leading UK research organisations in a £4.85m programme to improve methods of diagnosis and detection of Xylella, to identify factors that could lead to its spread and to mitigate the risk of the pathogen to the UK. The first meeting of the whole consortium took place in London on the 6th February 2019.

The consortium will collaborate with international scientists and organizations, including the European Union-funded XF-Actors research project to improve prevention, early detection and control of Xylella fastidiosa.  Full article available here 



2.14. Italy Container load compliance update in combat against stink bugs 
Following the discovery of stink bugs found in containers inspected in Australia last year, the Italian Fumigation Association has decided to impose more stringent loading requirements. VISA Global Logistics National Manager, Sam Curro, said all future consignments must be loaded with enough vacant space and separation between items to allow even distribution of hot air throughout the container and raise the core temperature of the consignment as follows: the consignment must be loaded off the floor of the container to provide free air space under the goods and to prevent cooling influences from the ground. Also, the consignment must be loaded with at least 30 cm of free air space between the goods and the container roof. Full article available here
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:
a) Argentina : Lemons, Fresh, Oranges, Fresh, Tangerines/Mandarins, Fresh Lemon, Orange and Tangerine For MY 2018/2019, Citrus Annual_Buenos Aires_Argentina_2-11-2019

b) Belgium  Annual Country Report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_USEU Brussels_Belgium-Luxembourg_2-11-2019

c) Brazil Export Certificate Report This report identifies Brazil’s import requirements for foreign export certificates. An export certificate matrix and outline are included. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Brasilia_Brazil_2-13-2019

d) EU FAIRS Export Certificate Report  This guide provides an overview of export health certificates needed for exporting plants, animals, foods and other animal origin products to the European Union.  Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Brussels USEU_EU-28_2-11-2019

e) EU FAIRS Annual Country Report This report provides an overview of EU food and feed legislation currently in force. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Brussels USEU_EU-28_2-12-2019

f) France Senator Didier Guillaume named as the new Minister of Agriculture Minister Guillaume has strong connections to organic agriculture,. Senator Didier Guillaume named as the new Minister of Agriculture _Paris_France_11-02-2019

g) French Farm and Food Bill aims at Limiting Non -EU Imports France’s recently passed farm and food bill contains a provision that prohibits the imports of agricultural and food products produced with pesticides, herbicides, …  French Farm and Food Bill aims at Limiting Non -EU Imports_Paris_France_20-11-2018

h) U.S. Organic Food Exporters Set to Double Sales to EU U.S. Organic Food Exporters Set to Double Sales to EU_Berlin_EU-28_2-11-2019

i) Japan 2018 FAIRS Export Certificate Report| Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Tokyo_Japan_12-20-2018

j) Japan 2018 FAIRS Annual Country Report This report is an overview and update of Japan’s general legal and technical requirements for food and agricultural imports.   Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Tokyo_Japan_2-5-2019

k) Malaysia Annual 2018|Exporter Guide Malaysia’s multi-billion dollar food industry is driven by an expanding economy, Exporter Guide_Kuala Lumpur_Malaysia_1-30-2019

l) The Netherlands The exporter guide provides an economic and market overview, demographic trends and practical tips to U.S. exporters on how to conduct business in the Netherlands.  Exporter Guide_The Hague_Netherlands_2-13-2019

m) Philippines Annual Country ReportThis report outlines Philippine government requirements for the importation of food and agricultural products. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Manila_Philippines_12-11-2018

n) Philippines Export Certificate Report This report outlines Philippine government requirements for the importation of food and agricultural productsFood and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Manila_Philippines_12-12-2018

o) Portugal Strengthens Cooperation with China and Secures new Access Portugal Strengthens Cooperation with China and Secures new Access t_Madrid_Spain_1-18-2019

p) Russian Federation Annual Country Report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Moscow_Russian Federation_2-13-2019

q) Vietnam MARD Renews HS Codes for Goods subject to Import Inspection   Specifically, this Circular provides HS codes for all import and export goods subject to MARD’s specialized inspection procedure prior to customs clearance, MARD Renews HS Codes for Goods subject to Import Inspection_Hanoi_Vietnam_2-12-2019

[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. Patents on classical plant cultivation should not be possible"
A ruling of the Technische Kamer van Beroep of the European Patent Office of December 5 2018, seems to have opened the door to patents on vegetables from classical cultivation. The ruling does lead to important plant properties possibly being patented, which would impair access to this property - if these would lead to the granting of patents for products of essential biological processes ."
Read the entire parliamentary letter here.  Full article available here 



3.3. [bookmark: _Hlk1158818]FDA issues Final Guidance on Voluntary Food Recalls
Last week , the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced new plans, via the issuing of final guidance, for how the agency will issue public warnings about voluntary recalls.

The guidance shed light on how companies can determine whether or not they should issue a public warning about a voluntary recall. It  also describes the general timeframe for companies to issue such a warning, discusses what information should be included in a public warning, and describes situations where the FDA may take action  Read the full announcement here.    Full article available here 



3.4. UK: Plant health inspection facilities at place of first arrival if there's no Brexit deal
A recently updated guide from the UK Government details how facilities for plant health controlled commodities imported into England and Wales from non-EU countries via roll on roll off terminals can get designation if the UK leaves the EU with no deal.
The guide explains:
· how to request approval for your site to operate as a Place of First Arrival (PoFA)
· how to operate your PoFA site
· the site requirements for a PoFA
· plant health site inspections and enforcement
The manual relates to the approval and operation of facilities designated as Places of First Arrival (PoFA) for plant health controlled commodities imported into England and Wales from non-EU countries via roll on roll off (RoRo) terminals in a no-deal scenario. Access the guide here.
Full article available here 	



3.5. European parliament passes medical marijuana resolution
The European Parliament is calling for an EU-wide policy for medical cannabis and properly funded scientific research. On 13 February, members of the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the use of cannabis for medicinal purposes. Full article available here



3.6. Trump might extend deadline for deal with China
Last week, Chinese and US officials held  high-level talks aimed at halting their trade war. US officials previously said March 1 was a hard deadline for achieving a deal to avert further tariffs.

"If we're close to a deal where we think we can make a real deal and it's going to get done, I could  see myself letting that slide for a little while," Mr Trump said referring to the March 1 deadline. "But generally speaking, I'm not inclined to do that." Full article available here



3.7. Agreement with Singapore set to give a boost to EU-Asia trade
The trade and investment agreements between the EU and Singapore last week  received the approval of the European Parliament. Under the trade agreement, Singapore will remove all remaining tariffs on EU products and will commit to keep unchanged the current duty-free access for all other EU products. Full article available here

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk1158882]The slow boat to Brexit Oblivion is leaving soon
With shipping times to Asia as long as six weeks, companies are preparing to send goods without knowing exactly what will happen to them. The problem for British exporters is that the U.K. is yet to roll over the majority of the beneficial trade terms around the globe it gets through EU membership. That means goods being readied for dispatch that take as long as six weeks to reach destinations in Asia could end up sat in quarantine or face disputes over who pays any new customs duties. 

Deals between the EU and other countries cover more than 11 percent of Britain’s trade. Liam Fox, the minister in charge of international trade, said last  month that the major deals would be rolled over before March 29, though others wouldn’t. Joe & Seph’s, a gourmet popcorn producer in London, has started air freighting its goods to markets such as Hong Kong and Singapore instead of sending them by sea, even though it costs more than double per shipment. The company’s co-foundersiad “My relationship with my customers is the most important thing. The uncertainty is a nightmare.’’
Full article available here 



3.9. The most important European markets at a glance 
The 2019 European Statistics Handbook, which can be downloaded from the FRUIT LOGISTICA website, provides a comprehensive overview of the most important European produce trading nations. Along with details on production volumes and information for import and export, the handbook outlines the unique characteristics and trends in specific markets.

The European fruit harvest in 2018 increased by around 9% over the previous year. While vegetable harvests in the EU declined by around 7% with significant differences for individual products. There was a significant decrease in outdoor vegetables, including onions, carrots and potatoes. On the other hand, there was an increase in zucchini and other varieties that grow in hot climates. Production in weather-independent greenhouses also increased significantly. Full article available here 



3.10. Blockchain for improved distribution, food safety, quality and traceability
With the passage of the Food Safety and Modernization Act (FSMA) food distribution is increasingly complex. Given the types of food safety hazards depicted as global food hazards over the past 10 years, food shippers, carriers, and receivers have been placed in the food safety bull’s eye. Food safety supply chain controls, preventive controls, and transportation rules provide a focus that leaves logistics in an unenviable position. No company will escape blame due to the range of shared liability established by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) rules.

With many supplier-customer relationships now requiring access to food safety data and with a growing number of companies moving to blockchain distributed ledger systems, the stage is set for combining food safety data (throughout the entire food supply chain) with a financial and legal (chain-of-custody) trail that moves vicarious liability into the forefront. By integrating financial, traceability, and food safety data into a single blockchain system, looking for probable causes based on calculable outbreak risk levels allows companies to quickly track back to recall origins.

The potential for consumer and company financial protection is enormous. Indeed, major players are already in the game: IBM, Walmart, Port of Rotterdam, Kroger, Unilever, Nestle, Dole, McCormick and Company, McLane Company, Driscoll, Tyson Foods, Golden State Foods, and even the government of Haiti are in play. Full article available here 



3.11. Port of Melbourne to upgrade infrastructure
The Port of Melbourne has announced it is currently facilitating the arrival of vital equipment for important infrastructure projects. Once completed, the West Gate Tunnel Project will be Melbourne’s alternative to the West Gate Bridge acting as a vital link for freight into the Port of Melbourne and will remove trucks from local roads.  Full article available here 
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3.12. Chinese fruit retail is in the process of expansion into regional markets
The volume of fruit imported into China, and the volume of fruit produced in China, have both increased year on year in the last 5-10 years. For some types of fruit the price increase exceeds 100% per year. However, it follows that the ability of markets in some areas to absorb this increased supply volume has not kept up with the growth in imports and the production of fruit. This development signifies to traders that market competition is about to get more intense and this in turn means that the profit margins will shrink.

Wholesale fruit market  Take 2018 as an example, most people in the fruit industry will say that this was a difficult year. The overall fruit market was in depression and sales conditions were chaotic. In many areas an abundant harvest was swiftly followed by a price drop. Losses are severe, whether for farmers or fruit traders. Is this only the result of growing production volume, a situation where supply exceeds demand? Or is it perhaps because retail strategy and market supply structures do not match?

Lower tier markets The number of wholesale fruit markets rapidly grew to better satisfy the consumer demand in first- and second-tier cities in recent years. The difference in price between most first-tier wholesale markets is minimal and there is no more room for profit. Third and fourth-tier cities, however, see the rapid rise of new wholesale markets right now. There is still great potential in market development. But of course, business opportunities and market competition exist side by side in this industry. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                         Marketing         
3.13. Envy apple featured again at New York Fashion Week
Making another appearance at New York Fashion Week (NYFW) last weekend, this time Envy™ apples created excitement through a partnership with Christian Siriano, a young designer from Project Runway. Guests of Siriano’s AW19 Runway Show and after party enjoyed an Envy™ apple tasting bar, signature Envy™ cocktail and other tasty treats as Siriano unveiled his latest collection.

While the apple took the spotlight on the catwalk, the apple is also doing well at retail, according to the marketers, claiming a 40 percent increase in year-over-year dollar sales as of December 2018. Full article available here 



3.14. PMA Picks: Top Produce Retail Trends and Products 
The following are PMA’s  2018 fresh produce trends and some examples of the products that companies have created in response to those trends.
a) The Mini Fresh Produce Craze Continues There are many possible reasons why mini fruits and vegetables are a hit with US consumers. Obviously snacking and convenience are a big factor (see below), and snacking in particular is often emphasized on mini-produce packaging. The Rockit brand of apples is a club variety originally commercialized in New Zealand, where it was marketed as the world's smallest apple. It's already had a lot of success in Asian markets. 
b) Fresh Produce Keeps Growing More Colourful Novel colours and shapes of produce are eye-catching on the shelf. Multi-coloured tomatoes have been especially popular .
c) Snacking and convenience are at the heart of more and more products 
d) People are busy. They want things now. Companies are constantly experimenting with products that can be sold in or adjacent to the fresh produce section that will save consumers' time and energy. As part of the trend toward convenience and snacking, we noticed more and more instances this year of different types of produce being combined into one package. 
e) Living herbs for more freshness  
f) Packaging: Top-seal, stackable and sustainable As more and more produce is being sold pre-packaged, the industry is looking for ways to make packaging more innovative and more sustainable. Top-seal packaging is popular, as are their formats that are easier for consumers to stack inside of their refrigerators. Full article available here 
[image: ]                                                                                        Food safety
3.15. [bookmark: _Hlk1395967]Learnings from the leafy green recall  
The  FDA  in regard to their investigation of November '18 outbreak of E. coli in romaine lettuce has stated that "FDA public messages will continue to include farms not responsible for E.coli contamination"

The traceback investigation identified multiple farms that may have been implicated in this outbreak. However investigators found one positive match to the outbreak strain in the sediment of an on-farm water reservoir, used for irrigation. Even though the outbreak was declared over, the FDA’s investigation continued. The FDA wanted to understand the factors that allowed this outbreak to happen and provide information to help prevent similar outbreaks from occurring again.

In the case of the FDA believes that the most likely reason was from the use of water from a reservoir as agricultural water. The water from the reservoir doesn’t explain how lettuce grown on other ranches or farms identified by traceback may have been contaminated. It was noted that the use of a sanitiser in the irrigation water on this farm may not have been used correctly.

However, it’s possible that the outbreak strain may have been present in the on-farm water reservoir for some months or even years before the investigation team collected the positive sample. It is also possible that the outbreak strain may have been repeatedly introduced into the reservoir from an unknown source.  Perhaps from wild animal activity or grazing land next door.


To help ensure that leafy greens are safe and mitigate problems that might occur, it’s important to understand where leafy greens are grown and harvested and not simply the location of the business entity that shipped or processed the produce. It’s also important to be able to determine which farms and growing regions are responsible for supplying the contaminated product and the time frame when product was supplied. This information is crucial to the development of accurate public health messages to both protect consumers from exposure and empower retailers and consumers to take appropriate actions.

. Our first goal is working with federal, state and industry partners on implementing best practices to try and prevent these outbreaks in the first place. But when outbreaks occur, without the ability to identify the growing region or specific suppliers of suspected shipments, the public messages issued by the FDA and other public health partners during recalls or outbreaks will continue to be -- out of necessity -- broad and likely to include farms and growing regions that may not be responsible for the contamination. We know more needs to be done and there is a shared sense of urgency around these efforts.

We’ll continue to work with industry to explore better ways to assure quick, accurate and easy access to key traceability information. Advancing the safety of fresh leafy greens requires ongoing collaboration. We urge all segments of this industry, from farm to table, and our government partners to review the findings of our investigation and make necessary changes. We recognize and appreciate the efforts that the leafy greens industry has taken to date. But together, we also know more must be done on all fronts to help prevent future foodborne illness outbreaks. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      
3.16. New technology puts the heat on pests
Relying on heat to battle pests. That’s the concept of a new machine designed for produce crops which will allow growers to reduce or even eliminate chemicals in the fight against pests and insects.
 “It’s a broad-scale non-residue methodology for treating insects and fungal problems. There’s a growing awareness about using heat like this. The developer, who says that more technology information and scientific studies are available upon request, adds that there are also other benefits from the heat treatment. These include higher phenol and antioxidant levels, which are a result of the heat activating the natural self defence system of plants. Full article available here 



3.17. Organic industry 2019 in Europe and worldwide
A fact filled article which deals principally with the German market Two of the most telling  facts are "In 2018, almost five farmers turned to organic farming every day," However despite the numerous switches to organic and the growing organic acreage, the number of farms in 2018 fell by about 3,100 to 266,690 (compared to 2017, the number of farms fell by about 7,600 to 267,800 farms).Full article available here 



3.18. Articles on a number of more sustainable packaging and labelling approaches 
Edible biomaterial coating for fresh produce to reduce food waste An ecological packaging is a must on the fruit and vegetable market" A ready-to-use mat made from wood fibers for crate bottoms that has been developed in France is described in this article .  Full article available here

Edible biomaterial coating to reduce food waste  A company with a recently launched innovation that is designed to prevent food waste  has an edible coating derived from silk that can be applied on any commodity to decrease the rate of oxidation and ripening, thus preventing decay and lengthening shelf life. This coating can be used on everything from avocados and lettuce to fish and meat," They are looking to  commercial availability starting in early 2020. Full article available here

Malaysian company uses stickers to keep fruits fresher A Malaysian company called Stixfresh has developed a sticker that will extend the shelf life of fruits by 14 days. The stickers are made with 100% organic materials. It comprises of sodium chloride and beeswax. The idea of the sticker is to reduce the ripening process by removing Ethylene, the ripening hormone found in fruits. It also inhibits the development of mould on fruits. Full article available here 



3.19. Crowdfunding for sustainable agri-food 
 French retailer Carrefour has announced plans to back the launch of crowdfunding platform MiiMOSA. MiiMOSA aims to provide financial support for the transition to more sustainable agricultural systems such as agroecology and organic farming methods. MiiMOSA helps with the transition between systems and the support of companies such as Danone and Carrefour signify a ‘’paradigm shift’’ in funding models for agri-food businesses according to Florian Breton, MiiMOSA’s founder. In a separate announcement, Carrefour has announced that it will only stock seasonal produce in its Bio stores. Full article available here 
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3.20. [bookmark: _Hlk1376098]The world's most expensive and extravagant flower bouquet
A rose preserved in 24-carat gold, two diamonds, and is glittered with diamond dust - those are the ingredients of what may well be the world's most expensive bouquet. Endura Roses, a shop focusing on couture arrangements in the U.K., was selling a Valentines day bouquet this years for $26,000. Read more at House Beautiful (Elizabeth Gulino)
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All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of communication to CRN		Date of reception at CRN		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Products covered (HS codes)		Notification Keywords		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		International standard, guideline or recommendation		Conformity with International Standard		Proposed date of adoption		Proposed date of adoption - Free text		Proposed date of publication		Proposed date of publication - Free text		Proposed date of entry into force		Proposed date of entry into force - Free text		Effect of measure on trade		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English		French		Spanish		Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		United Arab Emirates		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Bahrain, Kingdom of		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Kuwait, the State of		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Oman		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Qatar		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/174 G/SPS/N/BHR/198 G/SPS/N/KWT/49 G/SPS/N/OMN/95 G/SPS/N/QAT/99 G/SPS/N/SAU/389 G/SPS/N/YEM/40		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Yemen		Beverages (ICS Code: 67.160)				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia/The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf draft Technical Regulation for "Energy Drinks"		This draft technical regulation concerns the conditions that must be met in non-alcoholic beverages with stimulants such as caffeine and do not include athletes' drinks.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/435/Add.3		Addenda regular		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Australia		Cut flowers and foliage								Extension for the comment period of the draft report for the Pest Risk Analysis for Cut Flower and Foliage Imports - Part 1		The draft report of the pest risk analysis and the confirmed measures to achieve Australia's appropriate level of protection for the import of fresh cut flowers and foliage from all countries was released for comment on 14 November 2018.
The draft pest risk analysis was released for public comment on 14 November 2018, with the comment period closing on 31 January 2019 (see SPS notification G/SPS/N/AUS/435/Add.2).
Due to a number of stakeholders requesting extensions to the comment timeframe, the Australian Government is extending the comment period for another six weeks – now closing on Friday 15 March 2019. If stakeholders have already submitted comments but wish to provide more detail, subsequent submissions are welcome.		Plant protection; 																				15/03/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/458/Add.1		Addenda regular		31/01/2019		31/01/2019		05/02/2019		Australia		Fresh fruit, vegetables, cut-flowers and foliage								Final group pest risk analysis for mealybugs and the viruses they transmit on fresh fruit, vegetable, cut-flower and foliage imports		The Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources released the Final group pest risk analysis for mealybugs and the viruses they transmit on fresh fruit, vegetable, cut-flower and foliage imports on 31 January 2019.
The draft report for this risk analysis was published on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website on 28 September 2018 for a 60-day stakeholder consultation period and with a WTO SPS notification with reference number G/SPS/N/AUS/458 published on 1 October 2018.
The final report is available in English on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website at:
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/group-pest-risk-analyses/mealybugs/final-report.		Plant protection; 																						Not applicable		EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/467		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Australia		All imported foods				Certification, control and inspection; Food safety; Human health				Remaking of the Imported Food Control Order; Exposure Draft of the Imported Food Control Order 2019; Exposure Draft of the Imported Food Control Order 2019 Explanatory Notes		The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (the department) is remaking the Imported Food Control Order (the Order).
 
Food imported to Australia for commercial purposes is regulated by law. These laws include:
Imported Food Control Act 1992 (http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/reform)
Imported Food Control Regulations 1993 (http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/imported-food-control-regulations)
Imported Food Control Order 2001 (http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/review-imported-food-control-order)
 
The Imported Food Control Order 2001 will 'sunset' on 1 October 2019. This means it will be automatically repealed and cease to be law. To remain law, the department will now remake the Order.
 
The department has reviewed the Order and determined it is still required to:
- support the operation of the Imported Food Inspection Scheme (the Scheme);
- enable the Scheme to verify risk foods imported into Australia;
- comply with the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code.

Purpose of the Order
The current Imported Food Order supports the operation of the Scheme. It:
- enables the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources to identify and classify imported food as risk food or compliance agreement food;
- enables the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources to identify risk food that must be covered by a recognised foreign government certificate;
- supports our obligations under the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement (TTMRA).
 
Identify and classify foods
Classification of foods as risk foods or compliance agreement food:
- allows us to set arrangements for the inspection or inspection and analysis of imported foods subject to the Scheme;
- supports importers who enter into a voluntary Food Import Compliance Agreement (FICA) (http://agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/food/inspection-compliance/food-import-compliance-agreements-fica). Foods subject to a FICA are exempt from inspection and analysis.
 
Mandatory foreign government certification
The Order identifies risk foods products that must be covered by a recognised foreign government certificate. This is a government-to-government certification arrangement with the national competent authority of the country exporting food to Australia providing assurance that the food has been produced safely.
 
Obligations under the TTMRA
Under the Order, we can identify New Zealand products that require or do not require inspection or inspection and analysis under the Scheme.
- Schedule 1: Most risk foods identified are exempt from the Scheme when imported from New Zealand.
- Schedule 2: Identifies foods from New Zealand that require inspection or inspection and analysis.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/GL 20-1995 Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
CAC/GL 47-2003 Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Trade facilitating measureThe remake of the Order will continue to facilitate trade.		17/03/2019		Consultation will be for a period of 45 days to meet Australian legislative timeframes. Final comments to be received by 17 March 2019.		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1232		Regular notification		06/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Canada		Glutaminase from Bacillus amyloliquefaciens GT2 (ICS Code: 67.220.20)				Food additives; Food safety; Human health				Notice of Health Canada's Proposal to Enable the Use of Glutaminase from Bacillus amyloliquefaciens GT2 as a Food Enzyme in Various Unstandardized Foods – Reference Number: NOP/ADP-0031		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a detailed safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of glutaminase from Bacillus amyloliquefaciens GT2 as a food enzyme in dairy-based flavouring preparations; hydrolyzed animal, milk and vegetable protein; yeast extract; and standardized egg products. The results of Health Canada's evaluation of available scientific data support the safety and efficacy of glutaminase from Bacillus amyloliquefaciens GT2 for its requested uses. Therefore, Health Canada intends to modify the List of Permitted Food Enzymes (https://canada-preview.adobecqms.net/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/food-safety/food-additives/lists-permitted/5-enzymes.html) as described in the information document referenced below.
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's intention in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 		None; 						The proposed food additive modification(s) will be legally enabled once published in Health Canada's Lists of Permitted Food Additives (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/food-safety/food-additives/lists-permitted.html).										Not applicable		20/04/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/593		Regular notification		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		06/02/2019		Chile		Foods of animal origin for human consumption				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Veterinary drugs				Establecer actualización límites máximos de residuos de medicamentos veterinarios en alimentos destinados al consumo humano (Updated maximum limits for veterinary drug residues in foods for human consumption)		The notified text updates the maximum limits for veterinary drug residues in foods of animal origin, in accordance with the changes made by the Codex Alimentarius between 2015 and 2018.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; 		Yes 				Upon publication in the Official Journal.										Not applicable		07/04/2019				EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/594		Regular notification		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		06/02/2019		Chile		Marine biotoxins				Contaminants; Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Toxins				Modificación del artículo 333 del reglamento sanitario de los alimentos, Decreto Supremo N° 977/96 del Ministerio de Salud (Amendment to Article 333 of the Food Health Regulations, Supreme Decree No. 977/96 of the Ministry of Health)		Article 333 of the Food Health Regulations currently establishes maximum limits for paralytic shellfish poison (PSP) and amnesic shellfish poison (ASP), and specifies that shellfish must not test positive in bioassays for diarrhetic shellfish poison (DSP). The proposed text maintains the existing limits for PSP and ASP, but provides a breakdown of the toxins that form DSP, establishing a maximum limit for each one.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; 		Yes 				Upon publication in the Official Journal.										Not applicable		07/04/2019				EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/595		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Chile						Plant diseases; Plant health; Territory protection								Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		International Plant Protection Convention;		Yes 						10/02/2019				10/02/2019				Trade facilitating measure										ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/596		Regular notification		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		08/02/2019		Chile						Food safety; Human health; Plant health								Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		International Plant Protection Convention;		Yes 						11/02/2019				11/02/2019				Trade facilitating measure										ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/EGY/90		Regular notification		03/01/2019		04/01/2019		06/02/2019		Egypt		All regulated products				Plant diseases; Plant health; Territory protection				Egyptian Plant Quarantine Regulations		Regulation governing the Egyptian plant quarantine which introduces all articles concerning the phytosanitary regulations for all imports and exports of plant products. This regulation includes a List for the Egyptian regulated harmful organisms (quarantine plant pests) and regulated articles, as well as laying down provisions for the introduction into, and movement of plants, plant products and other related objects.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		International Plant Protection Convention;All ISPMs are related to the notified document (from ISPM 1 TO ISPM 42) http://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/standards-setting/ispms; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure		07/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/IDN/123		Regular notification		04/02/2019		04/02/2019		07/02/2019		Indonesia		Plants and plant products				Human health; Pests; Plant diseases; Plant health; Territory protection				Decree of Ministry of Agriculture No. 31 of 2018 concerning the second amendment of the Decree of Ministry of Agriculture No. 93 of 2011 concerning the types of quarantine pest		The types of Quarantine Pest Category A1 (pests and diseases that are not in the territory of Indonesia).


List of Quarantine Pest Group I and Group II (Category A1), as follows:
- Category A1 is quarantine pest that has not occurred in the territory of Indonesia
  - "Plant Quarantine Pest Category I" means Plant Quarantine Pest which could not be released by treatment;
  - "Plant Quarantine Pest Category II" means Plant Quarantine Pest which could be released by treatment.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		International Plant Protection Convention;ISPM 19; 		Yes 		20/07/2018				20/07/2018				20/07/2018				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/611		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.13) 
- Edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrus fruit or melons (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.01, 10.03, 10.05 and 10.06) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07 and 12.12) 
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Difenoconazole.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Pesticide Residues in Food and feed – Pesticide Index – 224 – Difenoconazole; 		No Rice (brown rice)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as rice (brown rice). The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "husked seeds", while that of Codex is "whole commodity". As such, Japan proposes MRL in rice (brown rice) (0.2 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) in Korea, instead of Codex MRL.

Unshu orange (pulp) (Citrus fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as unshu orange (pulp). The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "with the peels removed", while that of Codex is "whole commodity". As such, Japan doesn't set MRL in unshu orange (pulp) because information necessary for setting MRLs (i.e. the use of this pesticide and residue trial data for such commodities) is not available.

Melons
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as melons. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "edible portions after removal of inedible peel", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems". As such, Japan proposes MRL in melons (0.05 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan, instead of Codex MRL.

Peach (Stone fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as peach. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of skins and stones", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems and stones". As such, Japan proposes MRL in peach (0.2 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan, instead of Codex MRL.

Apple, Japanese pear, Pear and Quince (Pome fruits)
Japan maintains MRLs in apple, Japanese pear, pear and quince (0.8 ppm) based on the previous Codex MRL (0.8 ppm) set in 2014 because the current Codex MRL (4 ppm) set in 2018 accommodates post-harvest treatment. Post-harvest use of fungicide needs permission in Japan and difenoconazole is not permitted yet.

Loquat (Pome fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as loquat. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of stems, skins and stones", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems". As such, Japan proposes MRL in loquat (0.2 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan, instead of Codex MRL.

Dried grape
The MRL of 4 ppm in grape has been set on the basis of the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Canada. MRLs in raw agricultural commodities apply to their processed commodities (including dried grape) taking into account the processing factors (the JMPR estimated the processing factor of 2.1 for dried grape). Therefore, Japan decided not to set MRL in dried grape.				As soon as possible after the final date for the comment period.										Not applicable		07/04/2019		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/612		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS Codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06 and 03.07) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Cereals (HS Code: 10.06)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Flupyrimin.		Food safety; 		None; 						As soon as possible after a certain period.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/613		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.02, 07.04, 07.05, 07.07, 07.09 and 07.10) 
- Edible fruits (HS Codes: 08.03, 08.06, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10 and 08.11) 
- Coffee (HS Code: 09.01) 
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.01, 10.03 and 10.05) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.05, 12.07 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Flutriafol.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Pesticide Residues in Food and feed – Pesticide Index – 248 – Flutriafol; 		No Water melon, Melons and Makuwauri melon (Fruiting vegetables, Cucurbits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as water melon, melons and makuwauri melon. The portion of those commodities to which is analyzed in Japan is "edible portions after removal of inedible peel", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems". As such, Japan  doesn't set MRLs in water melon, melons and makuwauri melon because information necessary for setting MRLs (i.e. the use of this pesticide and residue trial data for such commodities) is not available.

Peach
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as peach. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of skins and stones", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems and stones". As such, Japan  doesn't set MRL in peach because information necessary for setting MRLs (i.e. the use of this pesticide and residue trial data for such commodities) is not available.

Loquat (Pome fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as loquat. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of stems, skins and stones", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems". As such, Japan  doesn't set MRL in loquat because information necessary for setting MRLs (i.e. the use of this pesticide and residue trial data for such commodities) is not available.

Dried grape
The MRL of 2 ppm in grape has been set on the basis of the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) in the USA. MRLs in raw agricultural commodities apply to their processed commodities (including dried grape) taking into account the processing factors (the JMPR estimated the processing factor of 2.8 for dried grape). Therefore, Japan decided not to set MRL in dried grape.

Dried pepper
The MRL of 1 ppm in other solanaceous vegetables has been set on the basis of the Codex MRL. MRLs in raw agricultural commodities apply to their processed commodities (including dried pepper) taking into account the processing factors (the JMPR estimated the processing factor of 10 for dried pepper). Therefore, Japan decided not to set MRL in dried pepper.				As soon as possible after the final date for the comment period.										Not applicable		07/04/2019		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/614		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06 and 02.08) 
- Dairy produce (HS Code: 04.01) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
- Edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrus fruit or melons (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Coffee, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.01, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS Code: 10.05) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Spirotetramat.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Pesticide Residues in Food and feed – Pesticide Index – 234 –Spirotetramat; 		No Water melon, Melons and Makuwauri melon (Fruiting vegetables, Cucurbits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as water melon, melons and makuwauri melon. The portion of those commodities to which is analyzed in Japan is "edible portions after removal of inedible peel", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems". As such, Japan proposes MRLs in water melon, melons (0.1 ppm) and makuwauri melon (0.03 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan and the USA, instead of Codex MRL.

Unshu orange (pulp) (Citrus fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as unshu orange (pulp). The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "with the peels removed", while that of Codex is "whole commodity". As such, Japan proposes MRL in unshu orange (pulp) (0.4 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Austraria, instead of Codex MRL.

Kiwifruit
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as kiwifruit. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of skins", while that of Codex is "whole commodity". As such, Japan doesn't set MRL in kiwifruit because information necessary for setting MRLs (i.e. the use of this pesticide and residue trial data for such commodities) is not available.

Peach (Stone fruits)
The portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and which are analyzed are different from that of Codex for some commodities such as peach. The portion of the commodity to which is analyzed in Japan is "whole commodity after removal of skins and stones", while that of Codex is "whole commodity after removal of stems and stones". As such, Japan proposes MRL in peach (1 ppm) estimated by using processing factor (residue concentration ratio of pulp to whole: 0.37) based on the Codex MRL in peach.

Dried grape
The MRL of 5 ppm in grape has been set on the basis of the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan. MRLs in raw agricultural commodities apply to their processed commodities (including dried grape) taking into account the processing factors (the JMPR estimated the processing factor of 2.6 for dried grape). Therefore, Japan decided not to set MRL in dried grape.

Dried pepper
The MRL of 10 ppm in other solanaceous vegetables has been set on the basis of the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan. MRLs in raw agricultural commodities apply to their processed commodities (including dried pepper) taking into account the processing factors (the JMPR estimated the processing factor of 7 for dried pepper). Therefore, Japan decided not to set MRL in dried pepper.				As soon as possible after the final date for the comment period.										Not applicable		07/04/2019		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/615		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS Codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06 and 03.07) 
- Dairy produce, birds' eggs and natural honey (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07, 04.08 and 04.09) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.02, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09 and 07.10) 
- Edible fruit and peel of melons (HS Codes: 08.04, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.01, 10.03, 10.04, 10.07 and 10.08) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.04, 12.07 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Tetraconazole.		Food safety; 		None; 						As soon as possible after the final date for the comment period.										Not applicable		07/04/2019		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/616		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06 and 02.08) 
- Dairy produce (HS Code: 04.01)
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04)
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.02, 07.03, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09 and 07.10) 
- Edible fruit and peel of melons (HS Codes: 08.07, 08.09, 08.10 and 08.11)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Triforine.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Pesticide Residues in Food and feed – Pesticide Index - 116 - Triforine; 		Yes 				As soon as possible after a certain period.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/617		Regular notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS Codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06 and 03.07) 
- Dairy produce, birds' eggs and natural honey (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07, 04.08 and 04.09) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
- Edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrus fruit or melons (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.06, 10.07 and 10.08) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.07 and 12.12) 
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)
- Cocoa and cocoa preparations (HS Code: 18.01)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRL) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide/Veterinary drug: Fenitrothion.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Pesticide Residues in Food and feed – Pesticide Index – 37 – Fenitrothion; 		No Rice (brown rice)
Codex MRL is not set in rice (brown rice), but set in cereal grains including rice with husk. The dietary exposure of fenitrothion estimated by using the processing factor to brown rice, the STMR of the supervised residue trials submitted to the JMPR and national food consumption data of this commodity would exceed an ADI of 0.0049 mg/kg bw/day which was set by the Food Safety Commission of Japan (FSC). As such, Japan proposes MRL in rice (brown rice) (0.2 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) in Japan, instead of Codex MRL.

Wheat and Corn (maize, including pop corn and sweet corn)
The dietary exposure of fenitrothion estimated by using the STMR of the supervised residue trials submitted to the JMPR and national food consumption data of these commodities would exceed an ADI of 0.0049 mg/kg bw/day which was set by the FSC. As such, Japan proposes MRLs in wheat (1 ppm) and corn (0.2 ppm) based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan, instead of Codex MRL.

Rice bran and Wheat bran
Japan decided not to set MRLs in rice bran and wheat bran because Japan proposes MRLs in rice (brown rice) and wheat based on the residue data from supervised trials which were conducted according to the GAPs in Japan, instead of Codex MRL as described above.				As soon as possible after the final date for the comment period.										Not applicable		07/04/2019		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/MEX/358/Add.1		Addenda regular		06/02/2019		06/02/2019		07/02/2019		Mexico				080719 - -- Other										Protect territory from other damage from pests; 																												ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/MEX/366		Regular notification		31/01/2019		01/02/2019		04/02/2019		Mexico		Paddy rice (Oryza sativa) - Related tariff headings: 100610, 100620, 100630 and 100640.		081050 - - Kiwifruit		Human health; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization; Pests; Plant health; Territory protection		Uruguay		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de arroz palay (Oryza sativa) originario y procedente de Uruguay (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of paddy rice (Oryza sativa) originating in and coming from Uruguay)		The phytosanitary requirements for the importation of paddy rice (Oryza sativa) originating in and coming from Uruguay were established on the basis of the results of a pest risk assessment pursuant to Article 11, paragraph 1 of the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		None; 						To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure		05/04/2019				EN		FR		ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/MEX/367		Regular notification		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		07/02/2019		Mexico				0808 - Apples, pears and quinces, fresh.		Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization; Pests; Plant diseases; Plant health; Territory protection		Bélgica						Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		None; 																Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019								ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/PAN/61/Add.1		Addenda regular		28/01/2019		28/01/2019		06/02/2019		Panama				0406 - Cheese and curd.		Food safety; Human health				Central American Technical Regulation (RTCA) 67.04.75:17: "Dairy products. Matured cheese. Specifications"		On 19 February 2018, the Government of the Republic of Panama notified, in document G/SPS/N/PAN/61, draft Central American Technical Regulation (RTCA) 67.04.75:17: "Dairy products. Matured cheese. Specifications", which set out the specifications to be met by matured cheese, as defined in that Regulation.
The purpose of the present Addendum is to notify WTO Members, in the interests of transparency, that the notified Regulation has been updated and amended following comments received during the public consultation process and has been approved under Resolution No. 406-2018 (COMIECO-LXXXV) of 7 December 2018.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/SPS/PAN/19_0491_00_s.pdf		Food safety; 																						Not applicable.		EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/RUS/158		Emergency notification		04/02/2019		04/02/2019		05/02/2019		Russian Federation		Cattle; small cattle; wild, zoo and circus animals susceptible to bluetongue, camels and other members of the camel family - llamas, alpacas, vicunas; sperm of bulls, sheep and goat-producers; in vitro large and small cattle embryos - HS Codes: 0102; 0104; 0106; 0511 99 853; 0511 99 852		0102 - Live bovine animals.; 0104 - Live sheep and goats.; 0106 - Other live animals.; 051199 - -- Other		Animal diseases; Animal health; Bluetongue; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization		Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland States of Germany		Letter of the Federal Service for the Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-KS-7/2288 as of 31 January 2019		This letter introduces a temporary restriction on imports of products mentioned in point 3 from three German States - Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland, to the territory of the Russian Federation due to the registration of blutongue disease outbreaks.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 8.3; 		Yes 										31/01/2019				Not applicable						EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/RUS/159		Emergency notification		05/02/2019		05/02/2019		06/02/2019		Russian Federation		Live animals susceptible to FMD; genetic material (except selected in vivo); Raw meat and meat products, not heat-treated; Milk and milk products, not heat-treated; Wool, hair, bristles, trophies, raw intestines, hides and skins, untreated by technology - HS Codes: 0102, 0103, 0104,0106, 0201, 0202, 0203,0204,0206, 0208, 0209,0210, 0410 00 000 0, 0504 00 000 0, 1506 00 000 0, 1511, 1501, 1502, 1503 00, 1505, 1516 10, 1518 00, 1601 00, 1602, 1603 00, 1902 20, 1904 20, 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, 0405, 0406, 0410 00 000 0, 0511, 1506 00 000 0, 1516 10, 1518 00, 2105 00, 2106, 3501, 0502, 0506, 0507, 0510 00 000 0, 0511, 4101, 4102, 4103, 4301, 5101, 5102, 5103, 9705 00 000 0, 0504 00 000 0, 9601, 9705 00 000 0		0102 - Live bovine animals.; 0103 - Live swine.; 0104 - Live sheep and goats.; 0106 - Other live animals.; 0201 - Meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled.; 0202 - Meat of bovine animals, frozen.; 0203 - Meat of swine, fresh, chilled or frozen.; 0204 - Meat of sheep or goats, fresh, chilled or frozen.; 0206 - Edible offal of bovine animals, swine, sheep, goats, horses, asses, mules or hinnies, fresh, chilled or frozen.; 0208 - Other meat and edible meat offal, fresh, chilled or frozen.; 0209 - Pig fat, free of lean meat, and poultry fat, not rendered or otherwise extracted, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine, dried or smoked.; 0210 - Meat and edible meat offal, salted, in brine, dried or smoked; edible flours and meals of meat or meat offal.; 0401 - Milk and cream, not concentrated nor containing added sugar or other sweetening matter.; 0402 - Milk and cream, concentrated or containing added sugar or other sweetening matter.; 0403 - Buttermilk, curdled milk and cream, yogurt, kephir and other fermented or acidified milk and cream, whether or not concentrated or containing added sugar or other sweetening matter or flavoured or containing added fruit, nuts or cocoa.; 0404 - Whey, whether or not concentrated or containing added sugar or other sweetening matter; products consisting of natural milk constituents, whether or not containing added sugar or other sweetening matter, not elsewhere specified or included.; 0405 - Butter and other fats and oils derived from milk; dairy spreads.; 0406 - Cheese and curd.; 0410 - Edible products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included.; 041000 - Edible products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included.; 0502 - Pigs', hogs' or boars' bristles and hair; badger hair and other brush making hair; waste of such bristles or hair.; 0504 - Guts, bladders and stomachs of animals (other than fish), whole and pieces thereof, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine, dried or smoked.; 050400 - Guts, bladders and stomachs of animals (other than fish), whole and pieces thereof, fresh chilled, frozen, salted, in brine, dried or smoked.; 0506 - Bones and horn-cores, unworked, defatted, simply prepared (but not cut to shape), treated with acid or degelatinised; powder and waste of these products.; 0507 - Ivory, tortoise-shell, whalebone and whalebone hair, horns, antlers, hooves, nails, claws and beaks, unworked or simply prepared but not cut to shape; powder and waste of these products.; 051000 - Ambergris, castoreum, civet and musk; cantharides; bile, whether or not dried; glands and other animal products used in the preparation of pharmaceutical products, fresh, chilled, frozen or otherwise provisionally preserved.; 0511 - Animal products not elsewhere specified or included; dead animals of Chapter 1 or 3, unfit for human consumption.; 1501 - Pig fat (including lard) and poultry fat, other than that of heading 02.09 or 15.03.; 1502 - Fats of bovine animals, sheep or goats, other than those of heading 15.03.; 150300 - Lard stearin, lard oil, oleostearin, oleo-oil and tallow oil, not emulsified or mixed or otherwise prepared; 1505 - Wool grease and fatty substances derived therefrom (including lanolin).; 1506 - Other animal fats and oils and their fractions, whether or not refined, but not chemically modified.; 150600 - Other animal fats and oils and their fractions, whether or not refined, but not chemically modified.; 1516 - Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their fractions, partly or wholly hydrogenated, inter-esterified, re-esterified or elaidinized, whether or not refined, but not further prepared.; 151610 - - Animal fats and oils and their fractions; 1518 - Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their fractions, boiled, oxidized, dehydrated, sulphurized, blown, polymerized by heat in vacuum or in inert gas or otherwise chemically modified, excluding those of heading 15.16; inedible mixtures or preparations of animal or vegetable fats or oils or of fractions of different fats or oils of this Chapter, not elsewhere specified or included.; 151800 - Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their fractions, boiled, oxidized, dehydrated, sulphurized, blown, polymerized by heat in vacuum or in inert gas or otherwise chemically modified, excluding those of heading 15.16; inedible mixtures or preparations of animal or vegetable fats or oils or of fractions of different fats or oils of this Chapter, not elsewhere specified or included.; 160100 - Sausages and similar products, of meat, meat offal or blood; food preparations based on these products.; 1602 - Other prepared or preserved meat, meat offal or blood.; 160300 - Extracts and juices of meat, fish or crustaceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates.; 190220 - - Stuffed pasta, whether or not cooked or otherwise prepared; 190420 - - Prepared foods obtained from unroasted cereal flakes or from mixtures of unroasted cereal flakes and roasted cereal flakes or swelled cereals; 210500 - Ice cream and other edible ice, whether or not containing cocoa.; 2106 - Food preparations not elsewhere specified or included.; 3501 - Casein, caseinates and other casein derivatives; casein glues.; 4101 - Raw hides and skins of bovine (including buffalo) or equine animals (fresh, or salted, dried, limed, pickled or otherwise preserved, but not tanned, parchment-dressed or further prepared), whether or not dehaired or split.; 4102 - Raw skins of sheep or lambs (fresh, or salted, dried, limed, pickled or otherwise preserved, but not tanned, parchment-dressed or further prepared), whether or not with wool on or split, other than those excluded by Note 1 (c) to this Chapter.; 4103 - Other raw hides and skins (fresh, or salted, dried, limed, pickled or otherwise preserved, but not tanned, parchment-dressed or further prepared), whether or not dehaired or split, other than those excluded by Note 1 (b) or 1 (c) to this Chapter.; 4301 - Raw furskins (including heads, tails, paws and other pieces or cuttings, suitable for furriers' use), other than raw hides and skins of heading 41.01, 41.02 or 41.03.; 5101 - Wool, not carded or combed.; 5102 - Fine or coarse animal hair, not carded or combed.; 5103 - Waste of wool or of fine or coarse animal hair, including yarn waste but excluding garnetted stock.; 9601 - Worked ivory, bone, tortoise-shell, horn, antlers, coral, mother-of-pearl and other animal carving material, and articles of these materials (including articles obtained by moulding).; 9705 - Collections and collectors' pieces of zoological, botanical, mineralogical, anatomical, historical, archaeological, palaeontological, ethnographic or numismatic interest.; 970500 - Collections and collectors' pieces of zoological, botanical, mineralogical, anatomical, historical, archaeological, palaeontological, ethnographic or numismatic interest.		Animal diseases; Animal health; Beverages; Biotechnology; Food safety; Genetically modified organisms; Human health		Morocco		Letter of the Federal Service for the Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-KS-7/2243 as of 31 January 2019		This letter introduces a temporary restriction on imports of products from Morocco mentioned in point 3 to the territory of the Russian Federation and transit of live animals susceptible to FMD through the territory of the Russian Federation originating from Morocco due to the registration of outbreaks of FMD.


A temporary restriction is imposed on:
- live animals susceptible to FMD; 
- genetic material (except selected in vivo in accordance with the provisions of Article 8.8.17 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code); 
- raw meat and meat products, not heat-treated, that guarantee the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Article 8.8.31 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code); 
- milk and milk products, not heat-treated, that guarantee the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Article 8.8.35); 
- wool, hair, bristles, trophies, raw intestines, hides and skins, untreated by technology that guarantees the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Articles 8.8.32, 8.8.33, 8.8.34, 8.8.37, 8.8.38 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code).		Food safety; Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 8.8; 		Yes 										31/01/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/RUS/160		Regular notification		06/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Russian Federation		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control - Food preparations of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union (CN of FEA of the EAEU) not containing or containing, by weight, less than 1.5% milkfats, excluding food preparations in powder form of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU; Food preparations of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU containing 1.5% or more by weight of milkfats excluding food preparations in powder form of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU, not specified in other CN of FEA of the EAEU headings or included to them; Food preparations containing vegetable fats or oils containing less than 1.5% by weight of milkfats; Human grade food mixtures or preparations of animal or vegetable fats or oils or fractions thereof, containing over 15% of milk fat by weight; Cheese fondue; Food preparations containing milk components not specified in other CN of FEA of the EAEU headings or included to themHS Codes - from 1901 90 910 0; from 1901 90 990 04; from 2106 90 920 0; from 2106 90 980 4; 2106 90 980 5; from 2106 90 980 9		190190 - - Other; 210690 - - Other		Food safety; Human health				Drafts of the Eurasian Economic Commission Collegium Decisions on amendments to the Regulation on Common veterinary (sanitary and veterinary) requirements for goods subject to veterinary control (surveillance) and on amendments to the Decision of the Customs Union Commission No. 607 of 7 April 2011		The drafts provide for the determination of veterinary measures for the goods mentioned in point 3 imported into the territory of the Eurasian Economic Union.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Codex stan-8(c)-1978; World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 5.1.; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/SAU/388		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		08/02/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Food products in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Animal diseases; Animal feed; Contaminants; Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs)				The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Draft Technical Regulation for "Contaminants and toxins in food and feed"		This Draft Technical Regulation contains maximum levels of contaminants and toxicants in food and feed. It includes maximum levels of contaminants and natural toxicants in feed.		Food safety; Animal health; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed Codex Stan 193-1995; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Not applicable		09/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/60		Regular notification		04/02/2019		04/02/2019		05/02/2019		Uganda		Dark sweet molasses, Black strap molasses		1703 - Molasses resulting from the extraction or refining of sugar.		Food safety; Human health				DUS 2121:2019, Dark sweet and Black strap molasses - Specification, First Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements, test and sampling methods for Dark sweet and Black strap molasses intended for direct human consumption.		Food safety; 		None; 						June 2019										Trade facilitating measure		06/04/2019				EN				ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/61		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Uganda		Fruit juices and nectars		2009 - Fruit juices (including grape must) and vegetable juices, unfermented and not containing added spirit, whether or not containing added sugar or other sweetening matter.		Beverages; Food safety; Human health				DUS DEAS 77-1:2019, Fruit juices and nectars - Specification, First Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements and methods of sampling and test for fruit juices, nectars, concentrated fruit juices, fruit juice from concentrate, water extracted fruit juice, dehydrated fruit juice, powdered fruit juice, fruit puree and concentrated fruit puree intended for direct human consumption or for further processing.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CODEX STAN 247-2005, General Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars; 		Yes 				June 2019.										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/62		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Uganda		Pickles				Food safety; Human health				DUS DEAS 945:2019, Pickles - Specification, First Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies the requirements and methods of sampling and test for pickles intended for human consumption.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CODEX STAN 260-2007, Standard for Pickled Fruits and Vegetables; 		Yes 				June 2019										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/63		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Uganda		Dried mango		0804 - Dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, mangoes and mangosteens, fresh or dried.		Food safety; Human health				DUS DEAS 946:2019, Dried mango - Specification, Third Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements and methods of sampling and test for dried mangoes from Mangifera indica intended for direct human consumption or for other use in the food industry.		Food safety; 		None; 						June 2019										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/64		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Uganda		Jams, jellies and marmalades		2007 - Jams, fruit jellies, marmalades, fruit or nut purée and fruit or nut pastes, obtained by cooking, whether or not containing added sugar or other sweetening matter.		Food safety; Human health				DUS DEAS 947:2019, Jams, jellies and marmalades — Specification, First Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test of jams, jellies and marmalades intended for direct human consumption.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CODEX STAN 296-2009, Standard for Jams, Jellies and Marmalades; 		Yes 				June 2019										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/UGA/65		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		Uganda		Fruit drinks				Beverages; Food safety; Human health				DUS DEAS 948:2019, Fruit drinks — Specification, First Edition		This draft Uganda Standard specifies the requirements and methods of sampling and test for fruit drinks either as ready to drink or dillutables containing fruit juice. This standard does not apply to the following categories of products for which other standards apply: fruit juices and nectars; and vegetable juices and nectars.		Food safety; 		None; 						June 2019										Trade facilitating measure		08/04/2019				EN						Record details
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