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PMAC weekly update 12th to 19th April 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk69737409]Government agencies: ICPR Changes, Auckland High Court jails man for smuggling methamphetamine in avocado pulp, WTO Notifications, MFAT’s Global Trade and Economic Update for NZ Businesses  16 April 

2. New Zealand News:  NZ Horticulture Conference, NZ-UK trade: 'Let’s Make a Deal', Horizons requirements are tough but growers are up for the challenge, The need for water storage, Diversification key for NZ exports, New CEO  for kiwifruit organisation Kiwifruit Vine Health, Kiwifruit supplier seeks major acquisition, Exports of new season Zespri kiwifruit,   New Zealand start-up uses TikTok to alleviate picker shortage, Dazzle apples celebrate big launch in China, Growers 'devastated' as apples rot in Hawke's Bay orchards, Virus free asparagus seed improves grower’s bottom line, Harvest begins at one of New Zealand's largest medical cannabis crop, Solutions for growers to not only become economically sustainable but reduce food waste, New Zealand investors focus on agtech, New Zealand experts leading global conversation for UN about Equitable Food Systems,  Government to back more initiatives to boost food and fibre workforce, ToBRFV update

3. [bookmark: _Hlk69737477]International news: GAIN reports; EU Parliament committees back Brexit trade deal, Japan Bans Export of Fruit and Vegetable Seedlings, Global standards body pushes for data harmony, FL presents European Statistics Handbook 2021, US: Measuring greenhouse workers' welfare, EU: Ageing of farmers remains a major challenge in rural areas, Investment grows in China’s agrifood start-ups, Smart platform to implement a new eco-sustainable agriculture model, Australia: Produce prices may spike as farmers warn they will not plant crops, Hapag-Lloyd orders more reefer containers, Pink Lady launches 'adopt a tree' campaign, M&S launches biggest-ever quality campaign, JAZZ™ teams up with upcoming DreamWorks film, Project seeks science-based interventions to persistent Listeria strains, FDA: ‘Foreseeable hazard’ if leafy greens are still grown near cattle or dairy farms, PMA A-NZ resource on microplastics in food, PMA A-NZ webinar on avoiding the water hazard, New food safety tool kit on food fraud, Walmart introduces restoring pollinator habitat program, Change for the long-term' message for earth day 2021, Soil for the future, "Our goal is to grow scaly lily bulbs with zero pesticides by 2030", China: Organic Smart Factory implements science and technology for agriculture, Fruits and vegetables could help young adults improve sleep, Eating strawberries daily may strengthen vascular health, New resource boosts nutrition in older adults, Hazel Technologies raises $70M for packets to prevent food waste, Scientists discover new natural blue food colouring from red cabbage, A fungus to reduce the use of inputs in tomato crops
Comment
A lots of good news this week. I’ve had to trim it hard to reduce content to a reasonable length and even so it’s a long newsletter.  In the New Zealand section, a good spread of articles. There are two articles about smaller sectors I’d like to draw your attention to  – the production of Asparagus seed( exported to 20 countries) and the first medicinal marijuana harvest  in New Zealand.

In the International section there are two dominant collections of articles . Firstly, the use of IT to support production , reduce waste and generally to save the planet . Its obvious technology, either information technology or technology to replace labour is very high profile ( both in NZ and overseas) is becoming increasingly important and will transform how we produce and do business. One article states Agritech investments last year in China increased 66% when venture capital generally fell 50%.  

The second area that profiles strongly this week is promotions to the end customer. Walmart and M&S are promoting their produce by supporting pollinators and emphasising quality standards for production of their quality produce. These contrast with stories of two promotions for apples which are very innovative. The apple Jazz will appear in the soon to be released DreamtWorks movie and in the EU the public can adopt an apple tree which will regularly update adoptive owners  about what is happening in the orchard on the apples journey to harvest.


1. Agency   news                                                         [image: ]
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk69737426]ICPR changes
The following ICPR have been updated: For 
· the European Union changes to the associated Additional declarations for Nursery stock
· French Polynesia has been with regard to  Growing Media and Packing Material , Phytosanitary Certificates and Re-exported Products.
· Great Britain for additional declarations for Olea europaea , Exemption for prohibited items (Scientific license/Letter of Authority) and information regarding phytosanitary certificate requests in ePhyto.
· Japan with  requirements in Seeds and Grains for Sowing, Processing and for Consumption. Dried Fruit and Vegetables, for Capsicum spp. and Lycopersicon esculentum and in Miscellaneous.



1.2. [bookmark: _Hlk69728134]Auckland High Court jails man for smuggling methamphetamine in avocado pulp
In the Auckland High Court, a Mexican national has been sentenced to 10 years and 7 months for his part in smuggling 113 kg of methamphetamine concealed in a shipment of avocado pulp in April 2019. Full article available here 



1.3. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Canada – increased scrutiny of wooden pallets
· Japan – MRL for  Bixafen and Cyflufenamid
· Kyrgyz Republic and Russian federation- changed phytosanitary requirements
· Chinese Taipei – confirmation of a list of MRL’s 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  

[image: ]                                                                                               MFAT                               
1.4. MFAT’s Global Trade and Economic Update for NZ Businesses  16 April 
MFAT update is available at https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/mfat-market-reports/market-reports-global/global-economic-and-trade-update-for-new-zealand-businesses-16-april-2021/ Amongst other entries included in this weeks edition are new of :
· Public consultations were launched on Thursday 1 April requesting feedback from New Zealanders on additional economies joining the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). This follows the United Kingdom’s formal request to join.  Submissions can be made here(external link) and close on 2 May.
· Singapore has become the first participating country to ratify the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and deposit its ratification instrument with ASEAN.
· On 7 April, NZTE hosted a virtual ‘Taste New Zealand Conference and Exhibition’ in Saudi Arabia to connect New Zealand exporters with leading Saudi distributors and key government 
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2. New Zealand News 

2.1. NZ Horticulture Conference 
Registrations are open for the Horticulture Conference: Resilience and Recovery, to be held on 5-6 August 2021 at Mystery Creek, Hamilton: https://conferences.co.nz/hortnz2021/. 

Click here    to see the speakers and click here        to see full pricing schedule and register online now!

[image: ]                                                                                              Commentary 
2.2. NZ-UK trade: 'Let’s Make a Deal' 
Negotiators will begin tomorrow on the fourth round of discussions on a free trade agreement between the United Kingdom and New Zealand. As has become familiar, this happens via video conference, not in a meeting room.  Formal discussions with NZ were first launched in June 2020 but have had a low profile. 

This article talks about the desirability of agreeing a trade deal with the UK to slow our growing reliance on China  and notes that our small market size will mean a deal is not a priority for UK politicians 
NZ business needs to sell the benefits to the British public and not rely on our government to do the heavy lifting of ensuring a deal is acceptable to domestic producers in the UK.  Direct engagement and confidence-building are required to allay British  farmers  fears about New Zealand’s highly competitive farm production .

The balance of the article talks about the more invisible but equally important skill and it income that could be fostered by a trade deal stating. But NZ should not fixate on the agricultural deal. Being closely connected to the financial and technological powerhouse of the UK makes sense as the world economy changes.  NZ-UK trade: 'Let’s Make a Deal' 



2.3. Horizons requirements are tough but growers are up for the challenge
Horticulture New Zealand is welcoming Horizons Regional Council’s decision to adopt recommendations on Plan Change 2 that affect vegetable growing. "The new requirements are tough but growers are up for the challenge," says HortNZ Chief Executive, Mike Chapman.  "In its decision, Horizons is providing existing vegetable growers with a way to stay in production and feed New Zealanders, while continuing to reduce environmental impact," Full article available here 

‘This plan provides a way forward in the short term.  However, to provide for long-term food security, a further plan is required to map out how resource management decisions can provide for both environmental improvements and long-term food supply.’   Levin supplies around 20 percent of New Zealand’s fresh vegetables. Full article available here 



2.4. The need for water storage 
We have water in abundance. A series of reports from Berl (Business Economics and Research Ltd) make the abundance clear: New Zealand has about twice the quantity of freshwater on its area than United Kingdom, and about four times that of China and the United States of America. On average, New Zealand receives about twenty times the volume of freshwater per square kilometre of area than does 'unlucky' Australia and over 24 times the amount of water per person than France, for instance.

While the article shows we are also amongst the [image: i] highest global users of household water this article points out it is not lack of water that could restrains our future use The problem is uneven distribution over the country and during the year - and the fact that we don't store during periods of excess. While environmentalists are vocal about capture of water not being natural, and argue for prescriptive regulation, there should be no argument that capture and storage allows environmental flow. The 2020 OECD report on Nature-Based Solutions (to mitigate climate change) suggests increasing and maximising water storage capacities, and thus slowing the release of water. Full article available here 



2.5. [bookmark: _Hlk69734105]Diversification key for NZ exports
A new report “Food for thought – export potential from the Top of the South “ published by New Zealand economic consultancy, Infometrics, has identified New Zealand’s apple and kiwifruit exports as having “untapped potential". Defined by Infometrics as the difference between the potential market and the value of the country's exports to that market, the untapped potential cited in the report refers to New Zealand’s apple exports to Saudi Arabia. “Full article available here 



2.6. New CEO  for kiwifruit organisation Kiwifruit Vine Health
Kiwifruit Vine Health last week announced  that Leanne Stewart has been appointed as the biosecurity organisation’s new Chief Executive. Currently the Deputy Chief Executive at Horticulture New Zealand and General Manager Process Vegetables New Zealand, Leanne has had previous roles in MPI working in the import regulatory space and the International Plant Protection Convention in Rome, where she reviewed global implementation of the international agreement and standards.
Leanne starts at KVH on Monday 31 May. She replaces Stu Hutchings, who is taking  up the role of Biosecurity New Zealand’s Chief Biosecurity Officer. Full article available here 



2.7. Kiwifruit supplier seeks major acquisition
Seeka chief executive Michael Franks expects shareholders to greenlight plans to acquire post-harvest operator Opotiki Packing and Coolstorage (OPAC).A combined Seeka-OPAC business will handle approximately 25% of New Zealand’s kiwifruit crop and will be NZ’s largest kiwifruit grower and the second-largest post-harvest operator, according to Seeka. Importantly, it will deliver an estimated $2.5 million to $3.0m in savings a year and the combined group is expected to generate more than $300m in revenue.

A total of 99.8% of OPAC's shareholders voted in favour of the deal this week, well ahead of the required 75% threshold. Seeka shareholders will vote on April 16 and the deal requires more than 50% support.  Full article available here 



2.8. Exports of new season Zespri kiwifruit 
The new season New Zealand kiwifruit is aboard MV Cool Eagle, a new specialised reefer vessel built by Cool Carriers, with the ship expected to arrive in the EU on Sunday 18 April. MV Cool Eagle is one of a series of five ships that are the largest reefer vessels ever built and will carry over 7,000 pallets of fruit making MV Cool Eagle the largest vessel to carry Zespri Kiwifruit to date. The vessel will discharge her cargo of Zespri SunGold TM Kiwifruit in the Port of Zeebrugge, Belgium. This season Zespri is expected to supply nearly 20 percent more Zespri SunGold Kiwifruit to Europe, and around the same level of Green as last season.” Full article available here 

In addition the reefer ship Kakariki berthed at Eastland Port last week , to take in kiwifruit. In mid-March the ship had to bypass Gisborne's due to berthing difficulties associated with the weather and the 1400 pallets it had to be trucked over to the Mount instead.. This time, there were no hitches and it will loadout 2,000 pallets of kiwifruit before loading more cargo in Tauranga.  Full article available here 

The New Zealand Trade and Enterprise Trade Commissioner, Pete Frost presented at the celebrations and cut the ribbon, officially launching Dazzle apples to the China market, saying New Zealand’s apple industry is rated the best in the world. Full article available here



2.9. New Zealand start-up uses TikTok to alleviate picker shortage
A Gisborne tech start-up is helping New Zealand’s picking shortage by using social media platform TikTok to fill hundreds of jobs. The company, founded by Gisborne’s Candice Pardy, has launched a three to six month social media campaign. The aim is to fill hundreds of horticulture vacancies around Gisborne and the rest of New Zealand.

Jobloads is a job marketplace helping people find meaning and thrive at work. The app puts respect for the human rights of every worker in the supply chain at its centre.  The new campaign, which is independent of the government’s Help the Harvest campaign to recruit pickers, would run for three to six months. Full article available here 



2.10. [bookmark: _Hlk69734236]Dazzle apples celebrate big launch in China
New Zealand’s Newest Apple Variety Dazzle (bred by Plant and Food Re)  has arrived in China with large celebrations at Wholesale Markets as Importers and Retailers race to get a taste of Dazzle Apples. It’s the first year that there have been large volumes of Dazzle apples available for Chinese customers and they weren’t wasting any time to get their hands on the delicious, red, sweet apple from New Zealand.



2.11. Growers 'devastated' as apples rot in Hawke's Bay orchards
The apple industry is pleading for help as thousands of tonnes of fruit go to waste, devastating growers.
Due to a severe labour shortage, huge volumes of apples have been left on trees this season and the industry is predicting losses of more than $600 million to provincial economies. This article again makes the case that the severe lack of labour this season is having a devastating effect on orchardists and leaving large quantities of apples unpicked.  It asks that planning now start for next year.

Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor said that having been a grower himself, he understood that small orchardists would be under extra stress due to the impacts of Covid-19. And is working with MPI on a well being package  Full article available here 



2.12. Virus free asparagus seed improves grower’s bottom line
The asparagus seed harvest normally runs from mid-March through to the end of April but this years its about 2 weeks ahead of normal because of an excellent growing season The excellent conditions have come at a great time for Aspara Pacific who have begun full production of ground-breaking varieties that are virus free and Phytophthora tolerant.

Asparagus decline had previously been associated with the soil borne fungus Fusarium but research at Michigan State University and Lincoln University, New Zealand has since shown that Fusarium is more of a problem when asparagus plants are already infected with the virus. Virus free plants live longer and have considerably higher yields of better quality spears.

The article provides detail about some of the asparagus varieties that it produces seed of.  In addition to selling seed to New Zealand producers  they export seed to over 20 countries with Dr. Falloon “looking forward to exporting larger volumes of premium seed around the world.Full article available here



2.13. Harvest begins at one of New Zealand's largest medical cannabis crop
Tens of thousands of cannabis plants are being picked over the coming weeks, as harvest begins at one of New Zealand's largest commercial medical cannabis crops. The plants are being grown at Kēkerengū on the Kaikōura coast by medical cannabis company, Puro. Puro planted the 10-hectare crop of medical cannabis in December 2020.

Following the harvest, the plants will go to the company’s drying facility, which has been purpose-built on the site. At nearly 1,000 square meters, it is one of New Zealand’s largest cannabis drying facilities and is home to specialist equipment, imported by Puro for the specific purpose of drying cannabis for pharmaceutical supply.

At its Kēkerengū site, Puro is growing under organic protocols with its organic certification process underway. It’s expected that once accredited, Puro will be one of only a few large-scale certified organic growers in the world providing the company a unique position in key export markets. As well as its outdoor crops at Kēkerengū, Puro is growing high THC cultivars indoors at its research facility in the Waihopai Valley, Blenheim.

Puro has received and processed small volume orders within the New Zealand medical cannabis industry. Once its products have been dried and tested, Puro will start the compliance processes required for export. Full article available here 



2.14. Solutions for growers to not only become economically sustainable but reduce food waste
A New Zealand-based agritech solutions (waybeyond) company says even changing an element of the way a fruit and vegetable business is run can greatly lead to the reduction in food waste and improve sustainability. Domestically, New Zealand throws out over 157,000 tonnes every year, including 6,302 tonnes of oranges and mandarins and 4,767 tonnes of potatoes. They work on the premise that there are business opportunities in addressing these problems in the production process, as it will ensure items that producers put time, money and resources into, actually reach their potential. This article gives examples of how horticultural businesses have used technology and data to cut down the amount of produce that is being lost or wasted, with four key messages  being  "grow where people live"  ;  "direct to customer" approach, "managing the environment" and “managing the people with the product".   Full article available here


2.15. New Zealand investors focus on agtech
Finistere Ventures, an investor in agrifood technology companies, last week announced the launch of the $40M NZD Finistere Aotearoa Fund in partnership with New Zealand Growth Capital Partners (NZGCP).  “New Zealand has become big in agricultural research and innovation focused on curtailing the environmental impact of agriculture, fueled in part by the government’s continued investment in and passion for environmental and agricultural efforts. Investing over $250M annually through its public sector institutions, cementing its commitment to a zero-emissions national agriculture strategy and continuing its close partnership with its ag and food ecosystem, New Zealand is a center for agricultural excellence,” said Arama Kukutai, co-founder and partner, Finistere Ventures. 

Finistere’s new fund operations will be based in Palmerston North at The Factory, a leading R&D and company incubation cluster that has a longstanding relationship with Finistere. The Factory has been central to Finistere’s investments in New Zealand-grown companies such as BioLumic and ZeaKal, as well as its most recent investment in Sprout alongside partners Fonterra and OurCrowd.  Full article available here 



2.16. New Zealand experts leading global conversation for UN about Equitable Food Systems
United Fresh, Aotearoa’s pan produce industry organisation, is set to lead a United Nations Independent Dialogue as part of the UN’s global initiative the Food Systems Summit (UNFSS). 
United Fresh will host the Dialogue ‘The Future for Fruit & Vegetable Kai Systems in Aotearoa’, contributing a vital local viewpoint to an international discussion on the future of food systems. 

Jerry Prendergast, President of United Fresh, says “Our current supply systems are not always an option for those living in poverty. Many rely on food banks and church-based charities to put essential foods on their table. It’s important that we examine our whole food system to address these inequity issues and ensure the health and wellbeing of all Kiwis”. 

The Independent Dialogue will address a range of issues beyond food insecurity. The role of Māori in the $6 billion horticulture industry will also be in the spotlight, with discussions lead by Dr Nick Roskruge, Chair of Tāhuri Whenua – The National Māori Vegetable Growers Collective. The importance of Te Tiriti o Waitangi (the Treaty of Waitangi) and its principles of partnership, participation and protection will be a key part of the Dialogue. Challenges such as climate change, water fluctuations, labour shortages and the spread of urban areas into traditional growing regions are also on the agenda. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.17. Government to back more initiatives to boost food and fibre workforce 
Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor has announced a series of initiatives to fill critical jobs in the food and fibre sector. The Government-backed initiatives include $240,000 funding for an on-the-job mentoring programme, funding for two horticulture career development managers in Pukekohe and Canterbury, the establishment of a Food and Fibre Youth Network and Innovation Activator workshops with Rural Women New Zealand (RWNZ). “These initiatives follow work we’ve already done over the past eight months through the Opportunity Grows Here campaign and training initiatives that’s resulted in 3,694 more people working in the food and fibre sector,” O’Connor says. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                         Biosecurity            
2.18. ToBRFV update
Following the early detection of the unwanted virus, the tomato brown rugose fruit virus in a small tomato seed lot last year, a group of growers, GIA industry partners, and Biosecurity NZ met in February to discuss measures growers can adopt for good greenhouse hygiene to prepare for, and help prevent the spread of this virus. This virus is mechanically transmitted so it can be easily spread and can survive on greenhouse surfaces for up to 6 months.
From the meeting, TomatoesNZ and Vegetables NZ are working together to develop information tools for greenhouse growers on effective hygiene practices including a poster with high-resolution photos of virus symptoms for display in key areas, and an information sheet. The hygiene measures required are similar to those for managing bacterial canker, which many growers have some prior experience of. Key recommendations are:  Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. [bookmark: _Hlk69737515]GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report click on the link in each notification  This week see:

a) EU Review of the EU Policy on the Promotion of Agricultural Products Review of the EU Policy on the Promotion of Agricultural Products_Brussels USEU_European Union_04-08-2021 

b) Singapore Exporter Guide Exporter Guide_Singapore_Singapore_12-31-2020 

[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. EU Parliament committees back Brexit trade deal
Last week , European Union Parliament committees overwhelmingly backed the new trade deal between the EU and former member Britain, pushing it to the full legislature for a final vote expected later this month. Since the provisional application of the deal on January 1, both sides have been discussing the Brexit divorce that went into effect at the end of January last year. The two sides continue to try to find common ground on trade rules in Northern Ireland, where Britain’s exit from the EU has unsettled a delicate political balance.  Full article available here 



3.3. Japan Bans Export of Fruit and Vegetable Seedlings
Japan’s recent amendments to seedling legislation came into effect on April 1. The new legislation prohibits individuals or corporations from taking seeds or seedlings of registered Japanese agricultural produce varieties out of Japan without prior permission. On April 9, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries released a list of 1,975 Japanese plant varieties whose seedlings are not allowed to be taken out of the country, 

 Statistics show that in Japan, developing a new cultivar of one of seven or eight common types of fruit tree, such as apples, pears, citrus fruit and peaches, takes an average of 24.5 years. The balance of the article states that this will remove a source of superior varieties from China and there are signed the Chinese are ramping up investment in plant breeding  .   Full article available here 



3.4. Global standards body pushes for data harmony
A global produce standards body has launched a new initiative to harmonise Price Look Up codes as well as international data on food safety and sustainability. The International Federation for Produce Standards (IFPS), which represents produce associations around the globe, wants to improve supply chain efficiency by developing, implementing and managing harmonised data across different countries.  Among other objectives, the body wants to harmonise Price Look Up (PLU) schemes (for produce sold loose or in bulk) into one global list that is centrally managed to help ensure point-of-sale accuracy in multiple countries. When it comes to sustainability, the federation said the process of international standardisation is “only at the beginning of its development and therefore requires our continued attention”.     Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.5. FL presents European Statistics Handbook 2021
The latest edition of Fruit Logistica's annual European Statistics Handbook has been released, and shows just how big an impact the coronavirus pandemic has had on Europe’s fresh fruit and vegetable business. Due to the cancellation of its Special Edition, Fruit Logistica has decided to present the European Statistics Handbook as part of the upcoming digital event organised by its partner Fruitnet Media International.Behr will present several of the handbook’s key findings during World of Fresh Ideas, a free online event for the global fresh fruit and vegetable business that takes place on 26-27 May 2021.

The free registration for World of Fresh Ideas is now open.        As of now visitors to the Fruit Logistica website can download a copy of the European Statistics Handbook free of charge.



3.6. US: Measuring greenhouse workers' welfare
An article talking about the importance of labour to ensure food supply and the lessons leant about helping to keep employees healthy.  Suggestions include better company provided housing and regular temperature checking     Full article available here 



3.7. [bookmark: _Hlk69734663]EU: Ageing of farmers remains a major challenge in rural areas
In 2016, for every farm manager under 40, there were three farm managers over the age of 65 in the EU. A recent study and examines the effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence and EU added value of the policy measures of the two pillars of the CAP implemented between 2014 and 2020. The measures assessed in the evaluation are those most relevant to generational renewal: (i) direct payment support to young farmers; (ii) investment support; and (iii) business start-up aid (‘CAP generational renewal measures’).

The evaluation finds that the support provided by the ‘CAP generational renewal measures’ have a positive impact in the increase of the number of young farmers, although to a limited extent. This positive impact also depends on other factors. For instance, socio-cultural and wider economic incentives play a major role in deciding to get into farming or living in rural areas.  The support provided by the generational renewal measures helps new farmers with the general costs following the set-up of their farm and of the early-year investment support. However, on its own it is insufficient, to address main entry barriers into farming such as access to land and capital issues.
Although the training level of young farm managers under 35 has increased over time, access to knowledge and advice is still insufficient. Full article available here 



3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk69734719]Investment grows in China’s agrifood start-ups
E-Grocery and farm robotics drive 66 per cent increase in investment in China’s agrifood technology sector in 2020  Annual analysis by AgFunder found agrifoodtech funding in China rose 66 per cent year-on-year in 2020 to reach US$6bn. In its analysis, AgFunder said the growth “underlines the agrifood sector's resilience, considering that total private equity and venture capital (VC) funding across all sectors in China dropped by 50 per cent from 2019 levels.” The China 2021 AgriFood Investment Report indicated a clear shift in investor interest toward technologies that boost agricultural efficiency and food self-sufficiency. This includes farm robotics such as drone company XAG, which raised US$174m to “address rural labour shortages and farming input inefficiency.”

“The momentum in farm robotics is by no means an accident. For years, the central government has been driving consolidation of China’s smallholder farms into industrialised operations,” read the report.
“Between 2019 and 2020, state owned enterprises and other corporates increased their investment in large agricultural projects by 43.6 per cent to reach $79bn.”

Supply chain upgrades across China, as large platforms and regional players link up fresh produce procurement platforms, are increasingly filling supply chain gaps highlighted by downstream foodservice and food retail upgrades, according to the report. China’s foodservice industry is expected to reach US$950bn by 2024, and this growing market is drawing strategic investors looking to expand vertically and horizontally. The balance of the article provides more detail about the effect of e commerce ,Full article available here



3.9. Smart platform to implement a new eco-sustainable agriculture model
In the EU the  iAgri project is an industrial research initiative, is achieving the implementation of a new eco-sustainable agriculture model, which guarantees the productivity, quality, and sustainability of crops. The project aims at doing it by designing and developing an intelligent platform for the storage, treatment, and management of biomarkers and relevant indicators for agri-food production.

This platform will reduce production costs, optimize agricultural management (fertilizers, irrigation, control of pathogens, harvest time, physiological adaptation of the crop to weather conditions), and certify the quality of food and the sustainability of agricultural production. The project will use an algorithm to analyse data from sensors placed in the production areas to help  to predict risks, such as pests, diseases, water stress, solar radiation stress, salinity stress, poor vegetative development, or fruit set failure. The algorithm should alert farmers of the possible risks that may arise in the future, anticipating and thus avoiding possible damage to the crops.

Another objective pursued by the iAgri project is to determine whether the crop is sustainable or not by analyzing the measurements of the sensors. The   iAgri project will develop a certification standard in eco-sustainable agriculture based on productivity, nutritional quality, and environmental sustainability data, which will allow distributors to easily homologate suppliers.  Full article available here 



3.10. Australia: Produce prices may spike as farmers warn they will not plant crops
As Covid travel restrictions and the subsequent labor shortages have had a heavy impact on the operations of Australia’s fruit and vegetable growers, some of these warn claim will not plant crops for a year. Farm laborers and fruit pickers usually made up from overseas backpackers have declined this year with an estimated 40,000 to be in Australia compared to last year’s figure of 140,000.

Many Queensland farmers were affected by the worker shortage, with some considering not planting crops in 2021. Experts believe the move will lead to supermarkets increasing their prices and customers paying up to $50 per kilo for tomatoes instead of the current average price of $5 a kilo.
According to a recent report by the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences, shoppers should expect to pay up to 30 per cent more for produce as farmers struggle to find workers amid the pandemic. Full article available here 

[image: Maersk completes brand integration]                                                                                                        Freight       
3.11. [bookmark: _Hlk69734852]Hapag-Lloyd orders more reefer containers
Hapag-Lloyd has ordered 150,000 TEU of new standard dry containers and state-of-the-art reefer containers from China for 2021. The container shipping line has increased its investment in response to the need for significantly more boxes to carry the same volume because of boxes turning slower.
Full article available here 



[image: ]                                                                                                         Marketing         
3.12. Pink Lady launches 'adopt a tree' campaign
An interesting concept which allows members of the public to adopt an apple  tree , virtually follow its annual cycle from flowering to harvest and even help to pick apples in the autumn. 

The article states “Our aim with this promotion is to create a moment of escapism by giving every winner a little patch of sunshine in one of our orchards in the Vendée this summer.” To see details of the promotion,  see  https://www.apple-pinklady.com/en/adoptatree/    Full article available here



3.13. M&S launches biggest-ever quality campaign
An article with details of a M&S promotion  backing  British farming with biggest-ever TV and multimedia campaign to showcase its Select Farms quality standards  Select Farms quality means M&S only works with farmers, growers and producers it knows and trusts to source its products with care - whether that’s the highest animal welfare standards or protecting the natural environment.

To support this aim, M&S has also started a new five-year ‘Farming with Nature’ collaborative programme to support its Select Farmers to become more resilient to the biggest environmental challenges they face – spanning climate change, biodiversity, soil health and water usage.
As part of this, and to support the British bee population, M&S is introducing 30 million bees to 28 UK Select Farm Sites this summer located across the country, from Herefordshire to Hampshire. Full article available here 



3.14. JAZZ™ teams up with upcoming DreamWorks film
JAZZ™ apples are joining an epic adventure thanks to an exclusive new partnership with the new DreamWorks Animation film,   Apples are core to the story of Spirit Untamed, which will hopefully encourage children and families to eat more JAZZ apples and other healthy produce. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                        Food safety
3.15. Project seeks science-based interventions to persistent Listeria strains
A  Ph.D.project at , Cornell University is looking at  'Factors affecting persistence of Listeria monocytogenes need to be identified for evaluation and prioritization of interventions',  with the intention of developing  a decision support tool for businesses. Full article available here



3.16. FDA: ‘Foreseeable hazard’ if leafy greens are still grown near cattle or dairy farms
Last week, the Food and Drug Administration announced that it would take ‘two important steps to advance the safety of leafy greens’. It all revolves around: the fact that cattle and/or dairy farms adjacent to farms where leafy greens are grown are the likely root cause of E. coli outbreaks tied to lettuce.

The FDA recommends that, in the future, the growers work to “determine how the contamination likely occurred and then implement appropriate prevention and verification measures and that the growers create “protocol[s] to aid in the development and registration of antimicrobial treatments for pre-harvest agricultural water, and several focused inspections, follow-up investigations, sampling assignments, and critical steps taken to advance traceability of leafy greens.”  Full article available here 



3.17. [bookmark: PMA_A-NZ_resource_on_microplastics_in_fo]PMA A-NZ resource on microplastics in food
PMA A-NZ has released a new factsheet as part of its Food Safety 101 series on microplastics in food. The factsheet explains: "while plastics are a key material in modern life, their contamination of aquatic and terrestrial environments is an ongoing concern. Of particular concern is the presence of microplastics which are being integrated into widely consumed food products during agricultural production." Full article available here 



3.18. [bookmark: PMA_A-NZ_webinar_on_avoiding_the_water_h]PMA A-NZ webinar on avoiding the water hazard
PMA A-NZ is hosting a webinar on "Avoiding the water hazard: Managing food safety risks from irrigation water".  Dr Jenny Ekman from AHR will outline the potential hazards found in irrigation water, discuss recent research activity, and provide guidance on science-based approaches for managing the food safety risks. The webinar will be held on Thursday 29 April at 8am AWST, 10am AEST, 1pm NZDT. Full article available here



3.19. [bookmark: New_food_safety_tool_kit_on_food_fraud]New food safety tool kit on food fraud
The Food and Agriculture Organization has released a food safety technical toolkit on food fraud. The document Food fraud – Intention, detection and management explains the key aspects of food fraud, and discusses a set of measures that food safety authorities can take to stop food fraud. Freshcare defines food fraud as "the deception of customers or consumers for economic gain by providing food, ingredients or packaging which is different to that specified. Food fraud can include presentation of substandard products as well as adulteration of food with undeclared or low-quality ingredients." For the FAO food fraud toolkit click here and for Freshcare resources (factsheet F12) on food fraud click here 
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3.20. [bookmark: _Hlk69735122]Walmart introduces restoring pollinator habitat program
It’s estimated one of every three bites of food we eat is possible because of animal pollinators. Yet studies show vital pollinator populations have been declining over the last 30 years due to loss of habitat, pests, pollution, pesticides and a changing climate. To help improve pollinator health and biodiversity in the regions in which Walmart U.S. operates it  is announcing new pollinator commitments that will further our efforts to help reverse nature loss and ultimately bring us closer to meeting new nature commitments made by Walmart and the Walmart Foundation.

These commitments aim to reduce several pollinator threats through promoting integrated pest management (IPM) practices and improving and expanding pollinator habitats.

To do this they are committing to 
· source 100 percent of the fresh produce and floral we sell from suppliers that adopt IPM practices, as verified by a third-party, by 2025.
· encourage fresh produce suppliers to phase out chlorpyrifos and nitroguanidine neonicotinoids pesticides (where applicable unless mandated otherwise by law), avoid replacing them with other products with a level I bee precaution rating and assess and report annual progress.
· continue to avoid selling invasive plant species in our retail stores (based on recognized regional lists). 
· partner with solar developers to establish pollinator habitats around solar panel arrays. 
· Fund research  to leverage citizen science data to monitor pollinators, unlocking opportunities to improve conservation planning, farm practices and landscape management in the United States.
· To help educate our customers about pollinator plants, Walmart U.S. encourages suppliers to label pollinator-friendly plants as attractive to pollinators in retail locations. 
· Sell more plants that attract pollinators     Full article available here 



3.21. Change for the long-term' message for earth day 2021
.“Earth Day is one of the oldest and largest global movements when it comes to positive environmental changes. A 22 April event is supported by 75,000 partners in over 190 countries all focused on positive action for our planet, which resonates strongly with our personal Vision of sustainable crop production,” says Head of Industry Transformation Kylie Horomia at Waybeyond. Kylie sttes “The AgTech sector has a key role to play, and Earth Day is a great time for everyone in our industry to stop and think about what changes they want to make that can support a sustainability agenda for the long-term.”

Since 1970, Earth Day has been central to significant environmental events including the signing of the Paris Agreement, U.S. legislation for Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts, the establishment of Climate Literacy Campaigns in schools, Green School Funding, and Global Cleanup events at rivers, beaches, and communities. Earth Day has also become a positive movement for young students and those embarking on their agricultural careers.
“
“When you look at the biggest challenges facing the planet, they can seem overwhelming but as we have seen in the past, a movement of people working together can make a huge positive impact.” Full article available here 



3.22. Soil for the future
The lack of action on soil remains a concern, according to Dr agr Johannes Eisenbach, coordinator of the organic marketing platform for Greece and Cyprus, OMEN (Organic Marketing & Export Network). He is also president of the Berlin-based Association for Biocyclic Vegan Farming and the driving force behind the Biocyclic Vegan Standard for a new form of agriculture dedicated to restoring and maintaining natural lifecycles and natural soil fertility, without animal husbandry or animal-derived agricultural inputs.

Awareness is growing about the Biocyclic Vegan Standard, including among producers. Each cultivated plot of a biocyclic vegan operation has to be evaluated as to its interaction with its natural and anthropogenic environment using the Biocyclic Operation Index (BOI). 

The BOI is a biodiversity and security index with a scale from 0 to 10. It makes comparable all kinds of agricultural operations. We’ve used it continuously since 2002 and seen it work perfectly in every climate, in every country, whether on small-scale farms or large-scale with hundreds of hectares. By looking at the borders of a farm, you can discover everything. If an organic orange tree is not protected by a suitable border, chemical residues from conventional farms may be detectable. Then the organic farmer is in danger of losing their certificate, or the packhouse their business with a particular customer. Or the quality seal may be jeopardised.

Organic production is how we can mitigate climate change – by shifting from animal-based to plant-based agriculture, and by replacing animal fertilisers with plant-based fertilisers or humus soil. That way, the carbon is kept locked into the soil. By increasing the humus content of the upper 25cm of the soil by just 0.5 per cent on 10 per cent of arable land worldwide, we could cut annual manmade CO2 emissions by 70 per cent.

They are also considering developing a humus certificate, with an interest rate of say 2 per cent per year, kind of like a humus soil equivalent-based currency. We want to give incentives to those who produce compost to keep part of their production aside – not to sell it immediately – and instead to ripen it into humus soil. The humus soil currency would be tradable. If a company wanted to show they were doing something for the environment, they could buy this humus currency.  Full article available here 



3.23. "Our goal is to grow scaly lily bulbs with zero pesticides by 2030"
Researchers at the Wageningen University & Research in the Netherlands have successfully grown proper scaly lily bulbs from tissue culture material. They did so in a greenhouse in just nine months. Not only that, they didn't use any pesticides. However, planting material cultivated like this sometimes shows growth defects. That's after it's planted outside. So, the researchers will continue to search for what causes this. The Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality subsidizes the project. It aims to develop new resilient cultivation systems by 2030. Full article available here 


3.24. China: Organic Smart Factory implements science and technology for agriculture
A long article about research underway to grow vegetables in vertical farms at the Organic Smart Factory in Yukesong Digital Agriculture Industrial Park, Fangzi District, Weifang City.    Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                       Health   
3.25. Fruits and vegetables could help young adults improve sleep
Increasing consumption of fruits and vegetables could help young adults sleep better, especially young women, a new University of Michigan study shows. Young adults who increased their fruit and vegetable consumption by at least three servings experienced modest improvements in sleep latency (time to fall asleep) and insomnia over a three-month period, compared to participants with no change or smaller increases in fruits and vegetable intake, although there were no differences in sleep duration.
Full article available here 



3.26. [bookmark: _Hlk69735316]Eating strawberries daily may strengthen vascular health’
Including strawberries into your daily diet may improve blood vessel function and systolic blood pressure. A new study seems to indicate that the fruit shows benefits for those who are overweight or obese and who have moderately high cholesterol (LDL cholesterol or ‘bad’ cholesterol). Plus, systolic blood pressure decreased among participants two hours after drinking a strawberry beverage, and was still noted four weeks later. Full article available here



3.27. New resource boosts nutrition in older adults
A new  resource in the UK  should boost awareness of the health properties of fruit and vegetables, has been launched by the British Nutrition Foundation. ‘Nutrition and Immunity for Older Adults’ aims to provide practical insights to help older people get all the nutrients needed for a properly functioning immune system.

The new resource profiles 10 key nutrients the body needs throughout later life to support the immune system and provides handy hints on the foods that can provide these vitamins and minerals. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      Innovation
3.28. Hazel Technologies raises $70M for packets to prevent food waste 
Hazel Technologies creates sachets that can be placed in bulk boxes of produce at the time of harvest to inhibit the release of the ripening agent ethylene. The startup claims it can extend shelf life up to three times compared to produce transported without the sachets.  Hazel claims to be working with over 160 companies in 12 countries, including Mission Avocado, kiwifruit distributor Zespri, and Canadian produce distributor Oppy.  Full article available here 



3.29. Scientists discover new natural blue food colouring from red cabbage 
An international team of researchers has discovered a natural blue colour obtained from red cabbage and have said that it could be used as an alternative to synthetic blue food colourings. The blue colouring is only present in tiny amounts of red cabbage. Full article available here 



3.30. [bookmark: _Hlk69735363]A fungus to reduce the use of inputs in tomato crops
According to a new study conducted by the Southwest University of China, the Ceriporia lacerata fungus could reduce the use of inputs in tomato crops. A specific strain of Ceriporia fungus, which  grows on trees,  produces enzymes such as proteases and phosphatases to obtain nutrients from the immediate environment. In doing so, the fungus in question releases nutrients (including those previously delivered in fertilizers) which would otherwise remain "trapped" in the natural soil compounds. These nutrients can then be absorbed by plants. Full article available here 
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2021 - WTO notifications - 12-04-21.xlsx
SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/AUS/436/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Australia		Apiaceous crop seeds for sowing				Updated implementation advice for revised import conditions for apiaceous vegetable seeds for sowing		Further to advice provided in notification G/SPS/N/AUS/436, Australia will suspend the mandatory fungicide treatment requirement for imported Daucus carota (carrot) and Foeniculum vulgare (fennel) seeds for sowing to allow stakeholders time to identify and provide a submission on proposed alternative risk mitigation measures equivalent to fungicidal treatment, for consideration by the department. Information on the recognition of alternative measures for seeds for sowing are provided in Section 4.5 of the department's Final review of import conditions for apiaceous vegetable seeds for sowing.
 
Australia will review the implementation of the fungicide treatment requirement by October 2021.
 
The import conditions will be available on the Australia's Biosecurity Import Conditions (BICON) system: https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0/.
 
As advised in G/SPS/N/AUS/512, an import permit is now required for seed of Anthriscus cerefolium, Apium graveolens, F. vulgare, Pastinaca sativa and Petroselinum crispum.
Australia published the Final review of import conditions for apiaceous vegetable seeds for sowing on 29 March 2021.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/502/Add.9		Addenda emergency		06/04/2021		Australia		The following goods (in various raw and processed forms):
- Rice (Oryza sativa) [Tariff 1209, 1006] 
- Chickpeas (Cicer arietinum) [Tariff 1209, 07131106]
- Cucurbit seed (Cucurbita spp.) [Tariff 1209, 1207]
- Cumin seed (Cuminum cyminum) [Tariff 1209, 0909] 
- Safflower seed (Carthamus tinctorius) [Tariff 1209, 1207] 
- Bean seed (Phaseolus) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106]
- Soybean (Glycine max) [Tariff 1209, 1201]
- Mung beans, cowpeas (Vigna) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] 
- Lentils (Lens culinaris) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] 
- Wheat (Triticum aestivum) [Tariff 1209, 1001, 1104, 1103, 1101]
- Coriander seed (Coriandrum sativum) [Tariff 1209, 0909]
- Celery seed (Apium graveolens) [Tariff 1209] 
- Peanuts (Arachis hypogaea) [Tariff 1209, 1202, 0713, 1106] 
- Dried peppers (Capsicum spp) [Tariff 1209, 0904] 
- Faba bean (Vicia faba) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] 
- Pigeon Pea (Cajanus cajan) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] 
- Peas (Pisum sativum) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] 
- Fennel seed (Foeniculum spp). [Tariff 1209, 0909]
The following exclusions apply: retorted goods that are commercially manufactured and packaged, commercial manufactured frozen food and frozen plant products, or as fresh vegetables.				Notification of emergency measures for Khapra beetle: next phase of emergency measures		On 4 August 2020, Australia issued a SPS notification (G/SPS/N/AUS/502) informing trading partners of its intention to implement emergency measures to safeguard Australia against the entry, establishment and spread of khapra beetle (Trogoderma granarium).


The next phase of Australia's emergency measures will commence on 12 April 2021. This phase will introduce mandatory offshore treatment for certain sea containers. More information on this phase can be found at: http://www.awe.gov.au/khapra-containers.


Commencing late April 2021, Australia will be undertaking a survey to identify the rate of sea containers contaminated with khapra beetle arriving in Australia. The results of this survey will inform Australia's assessment of the risk posed by sea containers and may result in changes to Australia's emergency measures. Sea containers will be tested for the potential presence of khapra beetle using Environmental DNA (eDNA) and Environmental RNA (eRNA). The survey will include sea containers that have held agricultural and non-agricultural goods from a range of countries. Sea containers may leave Australia prior to results being confirmed. If live populations of khapra beetle are indicated (through eRNA) for sea containers that have left Australia, the relevant National Plant Protection Organizations will be notified.

Further information
 
Information on the emergency measures for containers can be found on the department's website: http://www.awe.gov.au/khapra-containers.


Addenda to this SPS notification will be published to notify the measures and implementation dates for subsequent phases. Complete import conditions and details regarding the measures will be outlined in the Biosecurity Import Conditions system (BICON) prior to the implementation date.


For enquiries, please email imports@agriculture.gov.au (please title the subject line of the email with 'Plant Tier 2 – khapra urgent actions').		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/516		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Australia		Fresh Persian lime fruit		Mexico		Draft report for the review of biosecurity import requirements for fresh Persian lime fruit from Mexico		The draft report proposes that the importation of commercially produced fresh Persian lime (Citrus latifolia) fruit to Australia from all commercial production areas of Mexico be permitted, subject to a range of biosecurity requirements.


The draft report contains details of pests that are of biosecurity concern to Australia that are potentially associated with the importation of commercially produced fresh Persian lime fruit from Mexico, the risk assessments for the identified quarantine pests, and the proposed risk management measures to reduce biosecurity risks to an acceptable level.		Plant protection; ;		07/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1624/Add.2		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 2106; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RDC number 487, 26 March 2021		The Draft Resolution number 777, 7 February 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1624 - which establishes the maximum permissible levels of contaminants in food, the general principle for its establishment and the analysis methods for the purpose of conformity assessment procedure, was adopted as Resolution - RDC number 487, 26 March 2021. 

The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/5780314/RDC_487_2021_.pdf/bc2a64ea-2426-4f82-9a07-8031ce13f4df.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1625/Add.2		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 2106; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Normative Instruction number 88, 26 March 2021		The Draft Normative Instruction number 778, 7 February 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1625 - which establishes the maximum permissible levels of contaminants in food, was adopted as Normative Instruction number 88, 26 March 2021.

The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/5780314/%281%29IN_88_2021_.pdf/2918ab61-5aba-439b-9969-a9524b0973d3.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1771/Add.1		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1312, 31 March 2021		The Draft Resolution number 902, 18 August 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1771 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1312, 31 March 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=05/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=17.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1785/Add.1		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 18, 120750, 071120, 0809, 081010, 081020, 081040, 0808, 0705, 070970, 080920, 081190, 071430, 0810909002, 12099110, 070990, 070521, 12119029, 0709999000; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1258, 25 March 2021		The Draft Resolution number 923, 18 September 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1785 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1258, 25 March 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=29/03/2021&jornal=515&pagina=140.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1786/Add.1		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 18, 120750, 081020, 071120, 081040, 081010, 080940, 080820, 080930, 07052, 070970, 080920, 071430, 081190, 0810909002, 12099110, 070990, 12119029, 0709999000; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1259, 25 March 2021		The Draft Resolution number 924, 18 September 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1786 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1259, 25 March 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=29/03/2021&jornal=515&pagina=140.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1837/Add.1		Addenda regular		09/04/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1002, 1003, 1004, triticale; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1260, 25 March 2021		The Draft Resolution number 951, 5 November 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1837 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1260, 25 March 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=29/03/2021&jornal=515&pagina=140.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1928		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Brazil		Vegetable products				Ordinance (Portaria) No 65 of 30 March 2021. Incorporates into the national legal system the Harmonized Phytosanitary Requirements by Risk Category for the Entry of Regulated Articles, approved by Resolution MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 10/20		Incorporates into the national legal system the Harmonized Phytosanitary Requirements by Risk Category for the Entry of Regulated Articles, approved by Resolution MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 10/20.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1929		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Brazil		Zea mays (corn)				Ordinance (Portaria) No 59 of 29 March 2021. Incorporates into the national legal system the Phytosanitary Requirements for Zea mays (maize) according to the Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. nº 08/20		Incorporates into the national legal system the Phytosanitary Requirements for Zea mays (maize) according to the Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. nº 08/20.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1930		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Brazil		Oryza sativa (rice)				Ordinance (Portaria) No. 61 of 29 March 2021. Incorporates into the national legal system of the Phytosanitary Requirements for Oryza sativa (rice) according to the Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by Resolution MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 07/20		Incorporates into the national legal system of the Phytosanitary Requirements for Oryza sativa (rice) according to the Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by Resolution MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 07/20.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1931		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Brazil		Pinus spp. (pine)				Ordinance (Portaria) No. 62 of 29 March 2021. Incorporates into the national legal system the Phytosanitary Requirements for Pinus spp. (pinus) according to Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 09/20		Incorporates into the national legal system the Phytosanitary Requirements for Pinus spp. (pinus) according to Country of Destination and Origin for the MERCOSUR States Parties, approved by MERCOSUR/GMC/RES. No. 09/20.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1359/Add.1		Addenda regular		06/04/2021		Canada		- HS Code: 441520000102 - Stand alone pallets, box pallets and other load boards, pallet collars - no ash material (shipborne dunnage)
- HS Code: 441520000103 - Stand alone pallets, box pallets and other load boards, pallet collars - with ash material (shipborne dunnage)				RMD-20-02 Risk management Document on Shipborne Dunnage Program		Since 2008, all dunnage that is discharged in Canada is considered non-compliant as segregation of International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM 15)-compliant and non-compliant dunnage after discharge has been difficult. Inspection after discharge through piles of dunnage is a safety hazard and inefficient. Also, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) periodically finds signs of living pests in ISPM-15-stamped wood packaging material, including shipborne dunnage. RMD-20-02 proposed four risk management options to uniformly, safely and efficiently manage shipborne dunnage brought into Canada. The recommended option (option 4) is an audit-based program with preventive control plans that restrict reuse of shipborne dunnage during low-risk periods and asks for mandatory disposal during high-risk periods.
 
The recommended option, which received the majority of the support during the national and international consultation, is the selected option. It combines robust forest pest mitigation measures with a flexible and easy-to-apply approach that also promotes and encourages the use of ISPM 15 compliant material. The CFIA will be implementing option 4, as proposed with some improvements that were received during the consultation. The implementation of option 4 will require the relevant plant health directive (D-98-08) be amended to incorporate the new shipborne dunnage program, which will include a national and international consultation period.
 
The effectiveness of the selected option will be assessed over the next several years. The CFIA is moving in a graduated direction that will permit ISPM 15 compliant dunnage to enter Canada without restrictions.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/402/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		European Union		Live animals, and germinal products				Model official certificates, official attestations and model declarations for certain categories of terrestrial animals and germinal products		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/402 (28 July 2020) is now adopted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 2021/403 of 24 March 2021 laying down rules for the application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards model animal health certificates and model animal health/official certificates, for the entry into the Union and movements between member states of consignments of certain categories of terrestrial animals and germinal products thereof, official certification regarding such certificates and repealing Decision 2010/470/EU (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 113, 31 March 2021, p. 1].
The Implementing Regulation shall apply from 21 April 2021.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/415/Add.1		Addenda regular		08/04/2021		European Union		All food				Import conditions for live snails, for composite products and for casings placed on the market for human consumption		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/415 (2 October 2020) is now adopted by Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2021/573 of 1 February 2021 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/625 as regards import conditions for live snails, for composite products and for casings placed on the market for human consumption (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 120, 8 April 2021, page 6].
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.
Article 1(5), (7)(b) and (8) shall apply from 21 April 2021.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/431/Add.1		Addenda regular		06/04/2021		European Union		Phosphoric acid 60% on silica carrier as a feed additive and all types of animal feed containing phosphoric acid 60% on silica carrier				Denial of authorisation of phosphoric acid 60% on silica carrier as a feed additive belonging to the functional group of preservatives		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/431 (15 October 2020) is now adopted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/505 of 23 March 2021 concerning the denial of authorisation of phosphoric acid 60% on silica carrier as a feed additive belonging to the functional group of preservatives (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 102, 23 March 2020, pp. 1].
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.		;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/476		Regular notification		06/04/2021		European Union		Preparation of a kind used in animal nutrition (HS Code: 2309)				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/506 concerning the authorisation of methanethiol as a feed additive for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 provides for the authorisation of additives for use in animal nutrition and for the grounds and procedures for granting such authorisation. Article 10(2) of that Regulation provides for the re-evaluation of additives authorised pursuant to Council Directive 70/524/EEC. Methanethiol was authorised without a time limit, in accordance with Directive 70/524/EEC, as a feed additive for all animal species. This additive was subsequently entered in the Register of feed additives as an existing product, in accordance with Article 10(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. In accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 in conjunction with Article 7 thereof, an application was submitted for the re-evaluation of methanethiol as a feed additive for all animal species. The applicant requested the additive to be classified in the additive category 'sensory additives' and in the functional group 'flavouring compounds'. That application was accompanied by the particulars and documents required under Article 7(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. The European Food Safety Authority ('the Authority') concluded in its opinions of 17 April 2013 and 30 September 2020 that, under the proposed conditions of use, methanethiol does not have an adverse effect on animal health, human health or the environment. It also concluded that the additive should be considered as irritant to skin and eyes and to the respiratory tract and no conclusions could be drawn on skin sensitisation. Therefore, the Commission considers that appropriate protective measures should be taken to prevent adverse effects on human health, in particular as regards the users of the additive. The Authority does not consider that there is a need for specific requirements of post-market monitoring. It also verified the report on the methods of analysis of the feed additives in feed submitted by the Reference Laboratory set up by Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. The assessment of methanethiol shows that the conditions for authorisation, as provided for in Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003, are satisfied. Accordingly, the use of methanethiol should be authorised as specified in the Annex to this Regulation.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/477		Regular notification		06/04/2021		European Union		Preparation of a kind used in animal nutrition (HS Code: 2309)				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/485 of 22 March 2021 concerning the authorisation as feed additives of ginger essential oil from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for all animal species, ginger oleoresin from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for chickens for fattening, laying hens, turkeys for fattening, piglets, pigs for fattening, sows, dairy cows, veal calves (milk replacers), cattle for fattening, sheep, goats, horses, rabbits, fish and pets and ginger tincture from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for horses and dogs (Text with EEA relevance)		Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 provides for the authorisation of additives for use in animal nutrition and for the grounds and procedures for granting such authorisation. Article 10(2) of that Regulation provides for the re-evaluation of additives authorised pursuant to Council Directive 70/524/EEC. Ginger essential oil, ginger oleoresin and ginger tincture from Zingiber officinale Roscoe were authorised without a time limit in accordance with Directive 70/524/EEC as feed additives for all animal species. These additives were subsequently entered in the Register of feed additives as existing products, in accordance with Article 10(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. In accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 in conjunction with Article 7 thereof, an application was submitted for the re-evaluation of ginger essential oil from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for all animal species, ginger oleoresin from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for chickens for fattening, laying hens, turkeys for fattening, piglets, pigs for fattening, sows, dairy cows, veal calves (milk replacers), cattle for fattening, sheep, goats, horses, rabbits, fish and pets and ginger tincture from Zingiber officinale Roscoe for horses and dogs. The applicant requested ginger essential oil, ginger oleoresin and ginger tincture from Zingiber officinale Roscoe to be authorised for use also in water for drinking. However, Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 does not allow the authorisation of 'flavouring compounds' for use in water for drinking. Therefore, the use of ginger essential oil, ginger oleoresin and ginger tincture from Zingiber officinale Roscoe in water for drinking should not be allowed. The applicant requested the additives to be classified in the additive category 'sensory additives' and in the functional group 'flavouring compounds'. That application was accompanied by the particulars and documents required under Article 7(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/478		Regular notification		06/04/2021		European Union		Animals and products of animal origin				Draft Commission Delegated Regulation supplementing Regulation (EU) 2019/6 of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing the criteria for the designation of antimicrobials to be reserved for the treatment of certain infections in humans		This draft Commission Delegated Regulation aims to define criteria for the designation of antimicrobials to be reserved for the treatment of certain infections in humans. It will serve as a basis for a forthcoming Commission Implementing Regulation establishing a list of antimicrobials to be reserved for the treatment of certain infections in humans. Such antimicrobials shall not be used in animals or products of animal origin to be imported into the European Union, in accordance with Article 118 of Regulation (EU) 2019/6.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Thirty days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/GBR/7		Regular notification		07/04/2021		United Kingdom		Plants for planting (HS Codes: 06 02 10, 06 02 20, 06 02 90, 06 04 20, 06 04 90, 12 11 90, 14 04 90), wood (HS Codes: 44 01 12, 44 01 40, 44 01 22, 44 03 12, 44 03 91, 44 03 99, 44 04 20, 44 06 12, 44 06 92, 44 07 91, 44 07 99, 44 08 90, 44 16 00, 94 06 10, 14 04 90)		Canada; China; Japan; Korea, Democratic People's Republic of; Korea, Republic of; Russian Federation; Chinese Taipei; Turkey; United States of America; Viet Nam		The Phytosanitary Conditions (Amendment) Regulations 2021		This instrument amends the retained Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072 ("the Phytosanitary Conditions Regulation") pursuant to the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 and European Union (Withdrawal Agreement Act 2020). It will introduce measures in England, Scotland and Wales (Great Britain) for certain pests (Neocerambyx raddei and Agrilus bilineatus) against the import of host plants and other relevant regulated goods of Quercus, Castanea, and Castaniopsis from certain countries.

Pest Risk Analyses (PRAs), conducted by the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO), have recommended both pests for regulation and suggested the approach that Great Britain are introducing to tackle these risks to biosecurity. Based on these PRAs, these pests were added in January 2021 as provisional quarantine pests (PQPs) in GB legislation (The Plant Health (Phytosanitary Conditions) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020). No objections were raised by the countries concerned. This PQP listing means there is already an obligation to ensure freedom from these pests, but no specific requirements about how this must be achieved or a mechanism to monitor compliance through declarations on the phytosanitary certificate. The measures being notified define the requirements, to provide clarity to National Plant Protection Organisations (NPPOs) and industry and set in place the process by which we can be assured that pest freedom will be achieved. 
 
Further, a failure to implement the legislation as soon as possible extends the period that Great Britain is exposed to the serious biosecurity threat presented by these two pests as set out in the EPPO PRAs.
 
For these reasons, the measures will be laid following closure of the comment period and will come in to force 21 days later. This will limit the period in which specific requirements are not in place, and therefore provide biosecurity assurances for the United Kingdom. 
 
In addition, this instrument amends the Phytosanitary Conditions Regulation to make provision that in effect re-instates a derogation as referenced in the Commission Decision (EU) 2002/499/EC, that expired on 31 December 2020, in respect to bonsai plants from the Republic of Korea.		Plant protection; ;		21/05/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/784/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06, 03.07 and 03.08) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
- Edible fruit, nuts and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.06, 10.07 and 10.08) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.02, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Azoxystrobin notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/784 (dated 19 October 2020) were adopted and published on 3 February 2021.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/785/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09)
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.04, 07.06, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.14) 
- Mate and spices (HS: 09.03 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.07 and 10.08)
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.02, 12.05 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Bixafen notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/785 (dated 19 October 2020) were adopted and published on 3 February 2021.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/786/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Japan		- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.02, 07.07, 07.09 and 07.10) 
- Edible fruit (HS: 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10 and 08.11) 
- Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.07 and 10.08)
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.10)				Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Cyflufenamid notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/786 (dated 19 October 2020) were adopted and published on 3 February 2021.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/787/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Japan		- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
- Edible fruit and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Tea and spices (HS: 09.02, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Cereals (HS: 10.05)Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.07 and 12.12)				Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Pyrifluquinazon notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/787 (dated 19 October 2020) were adopted and published on 3 February 2021.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/788/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06 and 02.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.13) 
- Edible fruit, nuts and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.01, 08.02, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01 and 12.07)
- Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.02 and 15.06)
- Beverages (HS: 22.01)				Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Pyriproxyfen notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/788 (dated 19 October 2020) were adopted and published on 3 February 2021.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/796/Add.1		Addenda regular		08/04/2021		Japan		Pet food (HS Code 23.09 Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding)				Amendment to "Ministerial Ordinance on Specifications and Standards of Pet Food" (Ordinance No. 1 of 28 April 2009 of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries/Ministry of the Environment)		The proposed revision of the Maximum level of Arsenic in pet food from "Arsenic 15 μg/g" to "Inorganic Arsenic (sum of As(III) and As(V)) 2 μg/g" in G/SPS/N/JPN/796 (dated 12 November 2020) has been published in "KAMPO" (1 April 2021) (Official Government Gazette available in Japanese only).
Date of entry into force: 1 October 2021.		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/KGZ/22		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Kyrgyz Republic		Mushroom spawn (from HS Code 0602)				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on amendments to the Table 8 of the Common Quarantine Phytosanitary Requirements for Quarantine Products and Quarantine Objects on the Customs Border and the Customs Territory of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)		The draft provides for the quarantine phytosanitary requirements for mushroom spawn.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KGZ/23		Regular notification		09/04/2021		Kyrgyz Republic		Goods (products) subject to phytosanitary control				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on amendments to the Customs Union Commission Decision as of 18 June 2010 No. 318		The draft provides for few changes in the use of electronic form of commercial, transport (shipping) documents and phytosanitary certificates by the competent authorities within the framework of quarantine phytosanitary control (supervision), as well as in conveying the results of quarantine phytosanitary control (supervision) in electronic form via information systems of the competent authorities.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/712		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Establish the limit of aflatoxin M1 in sheep's milk.		Food safety; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/713		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		1. Revise the General Provisions;
2. Revise the Common Standards and Specifications for General Foods;
3. Revise standards and specifications for long shelf-life foods;
4. Revise standards and specifications for each food products;
5. Revise the 'Ingredients Approved for Use in Food' list by newly adding 29 ingredients including 'Oenothear biennis L.';
6. Revise and establish the maximum residual limits of pesticides in agricultural products [112 pesticides including Glufocinate];
7. Revise the General Test Methods;
8. Revise the relevant supplementary provisions to apply the newly established "Foods containing milk or milk products" in advance.		Food safety; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/206/Add.7		Addenda emergency		07/04/2021		Russian Federation		Live poultry, birds' eggs (HS Codes: 0105; 0106; 0407)		Romania, Czech Republic (South Bohemian region), Sweden (Calmar county)		Letter of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-ARe-7/3738-3 of 26 March 2021 (Czech Republic, Zlín region)		The Zlín region of the Czech Republic has been included into the list of territories under the temporary restriction on import of live poultry, birds' eggs and poultry products, introduced by the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance on 26 March 2021. The measure is applied due to an outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/219		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Russian Federation		Mushroom spawn (from HS Code 0602)				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on amendments to the Table 8 of the Common Quarantine Phytosanitary Requirements for Quarantine Products and Quarantine Objects on the Customs Border and the Customs Territory of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)		The draft provides for the quarantine phytosanitary requirements for mushroom spawn.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/220		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Russian Federation		Goods (products) subject to phytosanitary control				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on amendments to the Customs Union Commission Decision as of 18 June 2010 No. 318		The draft provides for few changes in the use of electronic form of commercial, transport (shipping) documents and phytosanitary certificates by the competent authorities within the framework of quarantine phytosanitary control (supervision), as well  as in conveying the results of quarantine phytosanitary control (supervision) in electronic form via information systems of the competent authorities.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/221		Emergency notification		07/04/2021		Russian Federation		Live sheep and goats; products produced from meat of sheep and goats; milk and milk products; feed of animal origin and other raw materials and products obtained from sheep and goats slaughter with exception of production subject to the use of technologies providing destruction of PPR in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 14.7 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (HS Codes: 0104, 0106, 0204, 0206, 0210, 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, 0405, 0406, 0506, 0507, 1502, 1503 00, 1505 00, 1506 00 000 0, 1516 10, 1518 00, 1601 00, 1602, 1603 00, 1902 20)		Pakistan		Letter by the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-ARe-7/3756-3 as of 30 March 2021		The Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance (Rosselkhoznadzor) introduced a temporary restriction on import of live sheep and goats, products produced from meat of sheep and goats from Pakistan due to the outbreak of ovine rinderpest. Transit through the territory of the Russian Federation of live sheep and goats susceptible to peste des petits ruminants (PPR) originating from Pakistan is also temporary restricted.		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/222		Emergency notification		07/04/2021		Russian Federation		Live animals susceptible to FMD; genetic material (except selected in vivo); raw meat and meat products, not heat-treated; milk and milk products, not heat-treated; wool, hair, bristles, trophies, raw intestines, hides and skins, untreated by technology (HS Codes: 0102, 0103, 0104,0106, 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204,0206, 0208, 0209, 0210, 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, 0405, 0406, 0410 00 000 0, 0502, 0504 00 000 0, 0506, 0507, 0510 00 000 0, 0511, 1501, 1502, 1503 00, 1505, 1506 00 000 0, 1516 10, 1518 00, 2105 00, 2106, 1601 00, 1602, 1603 00, 1902 20, 1904 20)		Mauritius		Letter of the Federal Service for the Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-ARe-7/3747-3 as of 31 March 2021		The Federal Service for the Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance introduced a temporary restriction on import of products mentioned in item 3 from Mauritius to the territory of the Russian Federation and transit of live animals susceptible to FMD through the territory of the Russian Federation originating from Mauritius due to the registration of outbreaks of FMD.

A temporary restriction is imposed on:
- live animals susceptible to FMD; 
- genetic material (except selected in vivo in accordance with the provisions of Article 8.8.17 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code); 
- raw meat and meat products, not heat-treated, that guarantees the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Article 8.8.31 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code); 
- milk and milk products, not heat-treated, that guarantees the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Article 8.8.35); 
- wool, hair, bristles, trophies, raw intestines, hides and skins, untreated by technology that guarantees the destruction of the FMD virus (in accordance with the Articles 8.8.32, 8.8.33, 8.8.34, 8.8.37, 8.8.38 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code).		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/567		Regular notification		07/04/2021		Chinese Taipei		Cereal grains, sugarcane, coffee beans, dried beans, tree nuts, fruits and vegetables				Draft Standards for Pesticide Residue Limits in Foods		Amendment of pesticide MRLs for Bicyclopyrone, Cartap, Chlorfluazuron, Chlorpyrifos, Clothianidin, Cyantraniliprole, Cyazofamid, Cyenopyrafen, Cyflufenamid, Ethiprole, Etofenprox, Flonicamid, Florpyrauxifen-benzyl, Fluazinam, Flupyradifurone, Flutriafol, Fosetyl-aluminium, Fosthiazate, Hexaconazole, Imidacloprid, Isofetamid, Isotianil, Kresoxim-methyl, Lufenuron, Metaldehyde, Methoxyfenozide, Milbemectin, Oxolinic acid, Pencycuron, Penthiopyrad, Pydiflumetofen, Pyflubumide, Pyribencarb, Quinoxyfen, Sedaxane, Sethoxydim, Spinetoram, Spinosad, Sulfoxaflor,  Tebuconazole, Tetraconazole, Tolclofos-methyl and Trifloxystrobin in cereal grains, sugarcane, coffee beans, dried beans, tree nuts, fruits and vegetables. Addendum of Bacillus amyloliquefaciens Tcba05, Bacillus velezensis BF and Prohydrojasmon as MRLs omitted pesticides. Addendum of Gac fruit classified as melon vegetables.		Food safety; ;		06/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/TZA/108		Regular notification		08/04/2021		Tanzania		Bivalve molluscs				AFDC 23(364) CD3 Bivalve molluscs – Specification		This Tanzania Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test for live and raw bivalve molluscs that have been shucked and/or frozen, and/or processed.		Food safety; ;		07/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/TZA/109		Regular notification		08/04/2021		Tanzania		Bread crumbs				AFDC 15(258) CD3 Bread crumbs – Specification		This Tanzania Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test for bread crumbs intended for human consumption.		Food safety; ;		07/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/TZA/110		Regular notification		08/04/2021		Tanzania		Chewy candy				AFDC 15(261) CD3 Chewy candy – Specification		This Tanzania Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test of chewy candy intended for human consumption.		Food safety; ;		07/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/TZA/111		Regular notification		08/04/2021		Tanzania		Maandazi				AFDC 15(262) CD3 Maandazi – Specification		This Tanzania Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test for Maandazi intended for human consumption. This Standard applies to doughnuts, East African doughnuts, Swahili buns, mahamri.		Food safety; ;		07/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/UGA/147		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Uganda		Dairy whitener				DUS 1600:2021, Dairy whitener — Specification, Second Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements, sampling and methods of test for dairy whitener.		Food safety; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/UGA/148		Regular notification		06/04/2021		Uganda		Malted cereal beverages				DUS 871:2020, Malted cereal beverages — Specification, Second Edition		This Draft Uganda Standard specifies requirements, sampling and test for non-alcoholic malted cereal beverages.		Food safety; ;		05/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3074/Add.1		Addenda regular		07/04/2021		United States of America		Dianthus spp. (carnation) cuttings		Kenya		Importation of Dianthus spp. from Kenya [Docket No. APHIS-2018-0068]		We are notifying the public that we are updating the US Department of Agriculture Plants for Planting Manual to allow the importation of Dianthus spp. cuttings from Kenya without postentry quarantine, subject to certain conditions. We are taking this action in response to a request from this country and after determining that the cuttings can be imported, under certain conditions, without resulting in the introduction into, or the dissemination within, the United States of a plant pest.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/73		Regular notification		07/04/2021		South Africa		Plants and plant products				Implementation of the new format phytosanitary certificate for re-export		South Africa implemented a new format phytosanitary certificate for re-export since 1 April 2021.
The new format has the following security features:

1. The certificate has two numbers: on top right-hand corner there is a barcode, which is the document number;
2. There is a second barcode and QR code as an added security feature;
3. The phytosanitary certificate number appears between the QR and the barcode. This is the number to be used on any communication in relation to issued phytosanitary certificate;
4. The new phytosanitary number starts with NPPO-ZA/yyyy/mm/number;
5. The e-phyto will only contain the new phytosanitary certificate number;
6. Phytosanitary certificates will be printed on normal A4 printing paper. Trading partners are to note that South Africa will have to discontinue the use of original paper with security features in the international trade.		Plant protection; ;		06/06/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/74		Regular notification		07/04/2021		South Africa		Frozen lobster, frozen lobster products and products derived therefrom, i.e. HS Codes: 03 and 16				Amendment of the Compulsory Specification for frozen lobsters and frozen lobster products derived therefrom - VC 8020		This Compulsory Specification requires that frozen lobsters and frozen lobster products derived therefrom for direct consumption or further processing, which are to be offered for sale, comply with this Compulsory Specification and the requirements of the latest edition of the South African National Standard (SANS) 2074 which applies to the manufacture, production, processing, and treatment of the products covered by this specification. The hygiene requirements for the product, as well as chemical and microbiological contaminant requirements for the product, and the requirements for employees at the packing facility, shall comply with the requirements of the latest edition of SANS 2074.		Food safety; ;		06/06/2021				EN
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