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PMAC weekly update 25th March to 1st April February

1. Government agencies: Public asked to help with beetle surveillance; WTO Notifications; Mandatory Breach Reporting – what does it mean for your business?; Cracking Europe - webinar series through May 2019; NZCTA - China Business Awards 2019.

2. New Zealand News:  Net profit increases at EastPack; First charter ship carrying Zespri Kiwifruit sets sail for China and Japan; Zespri China sales still growing; T&G in apple robot first; New Zealand Research Organization and Yunnan to create "green food brand"; Weather impacts South Canterbury orchard fruit size - not quantity; Novel plant architectures and canopy management techniques bear fruit. 

3. International news: GAIN reports; EU preparations for Brexit; "End the legal chaos at the European Patent Office"; "Patents were invented for a reason"; New intellectual property protection for new varieties in the US; MRL detections report in the EU stresses importance of pest control; Italy joins Belt and Road initiative; Uber Freight launches in Europe; Bayer's blind spot on Monsanto's roundup may cost billions"; Stand applications still open for ASIA FRUIT LOGISTICA; US: Efficacy of biochemical biopesticides that may be used in organic farming; US: 2018 Vegetables Summary; China’s soaring demand for fruit to benefit foreign growers; Reduce blood clotting with kiwifruit?; Fruit and vegetables boost well-being; Doctors ‘prescribing fruits and veg’ could save the US $100 billion in medical costs.

Editors comments 
A wide range of articles this week. – but very much  steady as she goes. The two interesting New Zealand articles deal with innovation . The first reports that T&G Global have worked with an American firm to develop an apple picking robot. This will mean a lot of changes in how orchards are planted to accommodate the robot but will free up businesses reliance on labour. The second reports on research undertaken by Plant and Food which shows that with the right approach to planting and pruning its possible to double production from the same area.  These articles demonstrate the value of  ongoing innovation across a range of fronts. 

In the International section the need for / protest against plant patents is in the news. With three articles looking at plant patents. Also of interest is the launch of Uber freight in the EU. With 21% of freight kilometres in the EU travelling empty the use of Uber freight offers the opportunity for large savings.

1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: ]                                                                                                      
1.1. Public asked to help with beetle surveillance
Biosecurity New Zealand is asking the public to report any sign of the wood-boring granulate ambrosia beetle. The unwanted pest has been detected in 5 Auckland areas since 20 February.
This is the first time the beetle has been found in New Zealand. While it is unclear how the beetle arrived in New Zealand, the evidence to date suggests it may have been here for at least 2 years.

The beetle is regarded as a serious pest overseas. It is known to damage a wide range of broadleaf trees, including horticultural species such as avocado, and can spread fungal diseases. The beetle resides under bark, making it difficult to detect. A tell-tale sign is distinctive protrusions of frass (compacted sawdust) from bark that look like toothpicks. They are caused by the beetles pushing frass out of tunnels bored into the trees. Other symptoms include sap oozing from the tunnel entrances and branch dieback.

The beetle is native to tropical and subtropical East Asia. It has been found in many areas in the world, including Africa, the USA, Central America, Europe, some Pacific Islands, and most recently in Queensland. Full article available here



1.2. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· MRL’s  Brazil, Canada, EU and USA
· South Korea – Amendment to quarantine pest list
· Philippines- Regulated plant pest list 
· Chinese Taipei- Regulations of import risk assessment for regulated articles with capability of propagation
· USA The FDA is extending, for covered produce other than sprouts, the dates for compliance with the agricultural water provisions in the "Standards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption" rule.

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
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1.3. [bookmark: _Hlk5016172]Mandatory Breach Reporting – what does it mean for your business? 
[image: https://assets.ubiquity.co.nz/tspacer.gif]Parliament is currently considering the Privacy Bill. This follows similar initiavties in Australia and the EU that you may have encountered in your dealings with those areas. The bill repeals and replaces the Privacy Act 1993, as recommended by the Law Commission's 2011 review of the Act.  Under this new Act firms will need to report any breaches of an individual or companies privacy. This article covers what you should be aware of with the proposals on mandatory breach reporting. Full article available here 



1.4. [bookmark: _Hlk5016185]Cracking Europe - webinar series through May 2019 
[image: https://assets.ubiquity.co.nz/tspacer.gif]This series will help you successfully transition your New Zealand marketing strategy into Europe by giving you tools to understand cultural differences in key markets and advice on how to use them to your advantage. Register here 



1.5. [bookmark: _Hlk5016196]NZCTA - China Business Awards 2019 
[image: https://assets.ubiquity.co.nz/tspacer.gif]Entries are now open for the New Zealand China Trade Association's (NZCTA) HSBC China Business Awards for 2019. There are six categories plus the supreme award, all with the aim of celebrating organisations (and individuals) that are contributing to the success of the business relationship between New Zealand and China. Entries are open now and close 18 April 2019. Register here 
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2. New Zealand News 
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2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk5016210]Net profit increases at EastPack
A bumper kiwifruit harvest propelled EastPack to a record financial performance over 2018.
New Zealand’s largest grower-owned kiwifruit and avocado post-harvest operator posted a net profit of NZ$9.8m for the year ending 31 December 2018, a NZ$4.96m increase from its 2017 result.

The performance came on the back of a record kiwifruit crop, which saw 41.1m trays packed across EastPack’s six sites in the Bay of Plenty region. EastPack chief executive, Hamish Simson, said the co-operative’s growers generally observed high Class 1 pack-outs and strong storage performance in a year with later loadouts than 2017. “We also saw increased demand for Prospa, our orchard management service,” Simson explained. The Prospa team now covers over 900ha across all growing areas, a 10 per cent increase since 2017.”

“With the impending industry growth, EastPack has signalled the need to invest further in infrastructure alongside innovation”. Full article available here


 
2.2. First charter ship carrying Zespri Kiwifruit sets sail for China and Japan
The first charter vessel carrying Zespri SunGold Kiwifruit left last week  to China and Japan following this season’s early start to harvest. The Southampton Star departed from Tauranga Harbour carrying approximately 3,000 pallets of Bay of Plenty-grown SunGold Kiwifruit bound for Shanghai and Kobe. The vessel had earlier berthed in Gisborne where it picked up 1,600 pallets of SunGold Kiwifruit, marking the start of what promises to be another bumper crop.

Zespri Chief Grower and Alliances Officer David Courtney says in total, Zespri expects more than 600,000 pallets of kiwifruit to be shipped offshore this season. “This will mean we’ll have more than 18,000 containers to ship this season. We’re also expecting to use 45 charter vessels - three to move our kiwifruit to Northern Europe, twelve to service our Mediterranean markets and thirty to take fruit up to Japan, China and Korea.“ 

For the first time, Zespri is also expecting to supply more gold kiwifruit than green this season. Full article available here 



2.3. Zespri China sales still growing
As the season’s kiwifruit is gearing up for harvest, the China office for Zespri is preparing for another year of strong growth, especially in the SunGold variety. Kiwifruit is now among the top five most popular fruit in China’s largest cities. Ivan Kinsella, Zespri China’s Corporate Affairs Manager reported that expectations for this season are for the Chinese mainland market to take almost 30 million trays of fruit, with two thirds of that being Gold kiwifruit. This means that China will account for 15 percent of the company’s market sales. Zespri has been taking steps to have more control over the supply chain since 2011 and Mr Kinsella reports that the benefits of this are now showing through. Benefits include increased staff, better speed of delivery between wharves and closer relationships with distributors. Zespri is also making marketing changes to attract Chinese customers, such as using the Chinese characters that spell Zespri being adopted on packaging Full article available here 



2.4. T&G in apple robot first
T&G Global has carried out what it has described as a 'world first', in using a robotic harvester for a commercial apple harvest. According to the fresh produce grower, packer, shipper and marketer, the move marks the culmination of four years of working with US-based technology partner Abundant Robotics, which T&G’s parent company BayWa AG invested in two years ago as part of its strategy to expand digitisation across its agribusiness, and reflects the company’s commitment to innovation-led growth.

T&G global chief operating officer Peter Landon-Lane said the company was delighted to have reached a significant milestone in the evolution of the global apple industry, and for T&G’s home operations in New Zealand to be at the forefront. “Automation enables us to continue to scale to meet increasing global demand for food, in the face of current and future labour market challenges," he explained. "We’ve been actively driving towards this for the past few years, including preparing our orchards to be robot-ready.

High density planting and specific pruning methods have been implemented at T&G’s Hawkes Bay orchards to make them suitable for Abundant Robotics’ technology. Canopy innovation and trialling of different ways of achieving automation compatibility has been a feature of orchard expansion initiatives since 2017. Developing an automated apple harvester requires solving a number of complex technical problems in parallel, from visually identifying harvestable fruit and physically manipulating it to pick without bruising, to safely navigating the orchard itself.

“Apple-picking is tough physical work and it’s seasonal. Robotic technology complements the work our people do with its ability to pick a large proportion of the fruit, much of it at the upper levels of the trees, reducing the physical demands of the work for our people as well as boosting productivity.
“This will enable us to continue the exciting growth that is being achieved in the apple industry, without being constrained by the current shortages of labour,” said Landon-Lane. Full article available here  and      Full article available here



2.5. [bookmark: _Hlk5016265]New Zealand Research Organization and Yunnan to create "green food brand"
The Yunnan Research Bureau and the Yunnan Nongken Group have joined with Plant & Food Research, part of the Crown Research Institute in New Zealand, in Kunming on March 26th, 2019, to sign a three-way cooperation agreement.

The three parties will cooperate in the following fields: to establish a modern apple supply chain from seedling to fruit; to expand from apple plantation into blueberries and vegetables; and to develop close cooperation in the recruitment and training of talent, research, production, processing, and commercialization.

After the signing ceremony, the three parties entered into informal discussion on the creation of an integrated research and retail service platform for the agricultural industry in Yunnan and New Zealand. Full article available here



2.6. Weather impacts South Canterbury orchard fruit size - not quantity
A challenging growing season has had an impact on fruit size for a South Canterbury pip and stonefruit orchard but it expects to harvest all of its apple varieties by late May. Waipopo Orchards, a 80 hectare orchard in Seadown, grows a variety of apples for the export markets including Honeycrisp to North America, Royal Gala to Asia and Europe, Red Delicious to Asia and Braeburn to Europe.
The man in charge of overseeing operations, orchard manager Andrew Forward, says Honeycrisp apples attract a price premium of up to four times over other varieties in the USA.

"The harvest is progressing well, but this season has been challenging due to a very wet spring [November-December] and cool weather which is affecting final fruit size," Forward said.
"Fruit size is down compared to last season due to poor weather conditions during the spring."
Despite those challenges, it has been a reasonable season to date. "We expect to harvest all our apple varieties, approximately 70 tonnes of apples per hectare on average depending on variety."
He said hail damage has not been a problem this season but there had been too much rain in the spring, and "a little too dry over the past two months”. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.7. Novel plant architectures and canopy management techniques bear fruit
Novel plant architectures and new canopy management techniques have nearly doubled the yield of Envy™ apples and improved the quality of Zespri® SunGold Kiwifruit. A Plant & Food Research team in Hawke’s Bay have optimised canopy management and tree architecture of the ‘Scilate’ cultivar, marketed as Envy™ apple, to enhance the efficiency of plant function and drastically increase the harvest index (the amount of fruit dry weight produced relative to the total dry weight of a tree).
They applied artificial spur extinction, a chemical-free crop load management technique, on trees to reduce the number of floral buds in winter in order to better allocate carbohydrate and nutrients during growth to the fruit bearing spurs.

“The results have exceeded our initial expectation. In the 10th year from planting, the annual fruit fresh mass yield reached up to 180 tonnes per hectare in our experimental systems of tall spindle trees, which is near double that of tall spindle trees managed conventionally in commercial orchards. The technique has also eliminated biennial bearing trees, allowing growers to take advantage of regular annual yield, and consistency of supply and quality.”

Principles developed from apples were applied to kiwifruit in Hawke’s Bay and Te Puke. The team applied recurrent lateral pruning to ‘Zesy002’, commonly known as Gold3 and marketed as Zespri® SunGold Kiwifruit. This method aims to reduce the pruning intensity of vines to promote cropping on short shoots of low vigour called spurs. Results to date have shown that this new pruning approach maintains yield. Added benefits include reduced winter pruning due to less shoot growth, more consistent fruit dry matter content, and earlier fruit maturation. Full article available here 
[image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:
 
a) Chile Exporter Guide 2018Exporter Guide 2018_Santiago_Chile_3-15-2019

b) China Export Certificate Report This report lists the major export certifications required by the Chinese government for imports of food and agricultural products.  Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Beijing_China - Peoples Republic of_2-26-2019

c) El Salvador to use Single-Window import mechanism The Salvadoran Central Bank (BCR) announced the launching of an online import permit system for food and beverage products.  El Salvador to use Single-Window import mechanism _San Salvador_El Salvador_2-27-2019

d) Ethiopia Export Certificate Report This report summarizes the list of major export certificates, documentations and other regulatory requirements to export food and agricultural products to Ethiopia. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Addis Ababa_Ethiopia_3-22-2019 

e) Israel Annual Country Report 2018 On December 25, 2017, the Israeli parliament’s Labor, Welfare and Health Committee approved new regulations requiring front of pack labeling for most prepackaged food products. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Tel Aviv_Israel_12-17-2018

f) Israel Export Certificate Report 2018The report lists and describes certificates that should accompany food and agricultural products to Israel. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Tel Aviv_Israel_12-18-2018

g) Japan 220th Food Safety Group On March 15, 2019, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) announced revisions to Japan’s Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemicals, veterinary drugs and feed additives: Japan 220th Food Safety Group_Tokyo_Japan_3-15-2019 

h) Korea Annual Country Report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Seoul_Korea - Republic of_3-22-2019

i) Netherlands FAIRS Annual Country Report This report is an addendum to the EU FAIRS report – E19004.  It lists the Dutch import regulations and standards that are not harmonized within the EU Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_The Hague_Netherlands_3-21-2019

j) Pakistan Annual Country Report This report outlines regulatory requirements and import procedures for food and agricultural imports into Pakistan. Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Islamabad_Pakistan_3-21-2019 

k) Peru Export Certificate Report 2018 This report identifies Peru’s import requirements for (foreign) export certificates Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Lima_Peru_12-17-2018 

l) Poland Export Certificate Report Poland applies European Union (EU) regulatory requirements animal and plant-origin food and agricultural products.  Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Warsaw_Poland_3-19-2019 

m) Russian Federation Amendments to EAEU Food Safety Regulation Notified to WTOOn February 12, 2019, Russia notified the World Trade Organization (WTO) of draft amendments to the Technical Regulation (TR) of the Customs Union “On Food Safety” via G/TBT/N/RUS/91 to eliminate an inconsistency between the TR and the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union and clarify a definition Amendments to EAEU Food Safety Regulation Notified to WTO_Moscow_Russian Federation_3-25-2019

[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. EU preparations for Brexit 
Almost three years ago the UK voted in favour of leaving the EU. Yet the original departure date of 29 March has been delayed and the government is searching for a way forward. 

The longer negotiations have continued, the more pessimistic UK voters have become about how good a deal the UK will secure. Two years ago, there were almost as many who thought that the UK would obtain a good deal (33%) as thought it would find itself with a bad one (37%). However, that mood soon changed and by last summer as many as 57% reckoned the UK would emerge with a bad deal.

The EU for its part, completes preparations for possible “no-deal” scenario on 12 April. As it is increasingly likely that the United Kingdom will leave the European Union without a deal on 12 April, the European Commission last week completed its “no-deal” preparations.

The European Commission continues supporting administrations in their own preparations and urges all EU citizens and businesses to continue informing themselves about the consequences of a possible “no-deal” scenario and to complete their no-deal preparedness. This follows the European Council (Article 50) conclusions last week calling for work to be continued on preparedness and contingency. In a “no-deal” scenario, the UK will become a third country without any transitionary arrangements. All EU primary and secondary law will cease to apply to the UK from that moment onwards. There will be no transition period, as provided for in the Withdrawal Agreement. This will obviously cause significant disruption for citizens and businesses.   Click here for the full article on EU preparations.   Full article available here



3.3. "End the legal chaos at the European Patent Office"
The coalition No Patents on Seeds! published a new report on plant patents granted by the European Patent Office (EPO) in 2018 and at the beginning of 2019. Despite a prohibition on the granting of patents on conventional breeding, the EPO has nevertheless granted patents on melons, tomatoes, onions, lettuce, garden parsley and cucumber, all of which were produced without using genetic engineering. At the same time, oppositions against patents on barley were rejected. Faced with these developments, around 30 organisations have called for a joint protest in front of the EPO on 27 March. This is the day on which the Administrative Council representing the 38 contracting states of the EPO will meet. The assembly is requested to take measures to ensure that prohibitions are effective. The public protest will start on 27 March at 11 a.m. and end at around 2 p.m.
Full article available here 


3.4. "Patents were invented for a reason"
Patents in the fruit and vegetable sector are a recurring topic of discussion. The mixed signals sent out by the European Patent Office, who cannot seem to reach internal agreement regarding patenting of traditional breeding, doesn't help in this. Last December, the Dutch patent office issued a ruling that might make it possible to apply for a patent based on classical breeding. Arend Schot, regional director for Europe, the Middle East and Africa at breeder Syngenta, follows these developments closely. He has worked in various European countries, Brazil, and China in recent years, and has now been back in the Netherlands for two and a half years.

The full article makes a case for plant patents to support on-going innovation and provides examples to illustrate his points. .  Full article available here 



3.5. New intellectual property protection for new varieties in the US
In the US, the 2018 Farm Bill passed with language allowing the U.S. Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO) to accept application for protection of vegetatively propagated varieties. Protection through the PVPO has long been offered for seed propagated crops, such as corn and soy beans.

Currently there are 3 avenues for IP protection for plants in the United States. 
· A certificate from the PVPO, which has only been available for seed propagated crops. The PVPO operates under the USDA.
· Though the US Patent Office, plant breeders can obtain a plant patent. This is the protection most professional horticulturists are most familiar with. US Plant Patents are exclusively for vegetatively propagated varieties.
· Utility Patents, which have largely been used for seed propagated crops, as well as some new and interesting patents for vegetatively propagated plants, including Cannabis.

For now new applications cannot yet be filed with the PVPO. "We are expecting the first information regarding the new rules from the PVPO later this Spring, which will be followed by a public comment period", says Cassy Bright, Registered Patent Agent. The final regulations are expected to be published in the Fall of 2019. In its rule making process, the PVPO has sought input from various sources, including ASTA and American Hort. Full article available here



3.6. [bookmark: _Hlk5016421]MRL detections report in the EU stresses importance of pest control
A recent report from the EFSA (European Food Safety Authority) revealed the results of the official controls carried out by the member states of the European Union (EU) during 2018 on apples and peaches from the EU and non-European countries. This report said that, in the case of apples, of a total of 1,680 samples analyzed, 614 did not contain any pesticides, 1,020 contained some pesticides, and 46 presented MRL violations. In the case of peaches, of a total of 1,178 samples analyzed, 262 did not contain any pesticides, 893 contained some, and 46 presented MRL violations.

These figures demonstrate the importance of keeping a strict monitoring of the pesticide doses used in the orchards, so as to prevent that the work of a whole season is ruined by a violation of the MRL regulations. The balance of this article warns Chilean producers they need to actively manage pesticide MRLs and lists the common pesticides found on Apples and peached 
Full article available here



3.7. Italy joins Belt and Road initiative
Italy has become the first member country of the Group of Seven (also known as G7) major economies to support Beijing’s Belt and Road programme. Al Jazeera reported the European nation signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding (MoU) with China endorsing the global infrastructure-building scheme.

A range of points were addressed in the MoU which encompassed 29 separate protocols that were signed by Chinese president Xi Jinping and Italian premier Giuseppe Conte in Rome on 23 March.
These included the export of Italian fruit to China, alongside cooperation between banks, construction companies and Italian ports.The Washington Post said Italy’s involvement in the programme gives China a crucial inroad to Western Europe and a symbolic boost in its back and forth pull with Washington.

The European Union has raised concerns over unfair competition from Chinese companies which benefit from the state’s financial backing. Full article available here

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.8. Uber Freight launches in Europe
Since launching in the US two years ago, Uber Freight has worked to revitalize the trucking industry and bring new opportunities to the entire logistics ecosystem. The Uber Freight app connects trucking companies of any size with loads to haul, giving drivers upfront pricing, fast payment and the ability to book a load with the touch of a button. Uber Freight also unlocks opportunity for shippers, providing access to a vast network of reliable carriers as well as real-time visibility into the status of their freight.

In  Europe the launch starts in the Netherlands wherein the coming weeks, local carriers and drivers will be able to book and move their first loads with Uber Freight. From there, they plan to expand Freight access other parts of Europe in the near future. The European trucking market is experiencing a severe shortage of drivers, and of the time drivers are on the road, 21 percent of total kilometers travelled are empty. Inefficiency of this scale results in shippers struggling to find available drivers to move their goods.

Additionally, small- to medium-sized carriers in the EU make up more than 85% of the total carrier pool, and just like in other international freight markets, they experience the most difficulty connecting with larger shippers. A more efficient and transparent freight marketplace is something Uber Freight can bring to the table that will pay dividends to all, as well as reduce wasted miles and fuel. Full article available here 
3.9. [bookmark: _Hlk5016505]Bayer's blind spot on Monsanto's roundup may cost billions"
A second U.S. jury has linked Roundup weedkiller to cancer. The uphill battle Bayer Chief Executive Officer Werner Baumann is fighting just got steeper. The company has lost more than $30 billion in market value since the first defeat last August, raising fresh questions about a deal he spearheaded. Bloomberg's Alix Steel and Sterling Smith discuss the latest.       Full article available here 



3.10. Stand applications still open for ASIA FRUIT LOGISTICA
Last-minute applications for stands are still being accepted for exhibitors at ASIA FRUIT LOGISTICA, Asia’s premier fresh fruit and vegetable trade show, which returns to AsiaWorld-Expo Center in Hong Kong on 4-6 September. Last year, ASIA FRUIT LOGISTICA attracted more than 13,000 industry professionals from over 70 different countries. Now is the time to secure exhibition space and engage with the global fresh produce trade in one convenient location. Application forms can be downloaded from the official website:https://www.asiafruitlogistica.com/en/Exhibitors/Application/ 
Full article available here 



3.11. US: Efficacy of biochemical biopesticides that may be used in organic farming
This article summarizes publicly available data on efficacy of commercially available, EPA-registered biochemical biopesticides for plant disease control. For a more detailed introduction see the related eOrganic article Biopesticides for Plant Disease Management in Organic Farming. 
Full article available here 



3.12. [bookmark: _Hlk5016537]US: 2018 Vegetables Summary
In 2018, the USA’s production for the 26 estimated vegetable and melon crops totaled 753 million cwt, 1 percent below the final 754 million cwt estimated in 2017. The utilized production totaled 747 million cwt, 1 percent below 2017. Area harvested in 2018 was 2.50 million acres, a 3 percent reduction from the previous year. In 2018, the top three vegetables, in terms of area harvested, were sweet corn, tomatoes, and snap beans. In terms of total production, the three largest crops were tomatoes, sweet corn, and onions, which combined accounted for 56 percent of the all vegetables total.

The value of utilized production for 2018 vegetable crops was $12.9 billion, down 12 percent from the previous year. Tomatoes, head lettuce, and romaine lettuce claimed the highest values, accounting for 31 percent of the total value of production when combined. For the 26 selected vegetables and melons estimated in 2018, California continued to be the leading State in terms of area harvested, utilized production, and value of production. Click here for the comprehensive report.
Full article available here 
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3.13. [bookmark: _Hlk5016549]China’s soaring demand for fruit to benefit foreign growers
The growing size of China’s middle class is generating an increasing demand for imported fruits such as cherries, avocados, and durian, bringing profit to foreign fruit farmers. The volume of avocados being imported has grown by nearly 10,000 times in just a few years in China, while pricey imported cherries are jokingly regarded as a new criterion for a person’s financial status by Chinese netizens. Moreover, some Chinese people are even flying to Thailand or Malaysia to get a bite of the local durian. The article provides an overview of the trade in Chilean cherries Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                               Health   
3.14. Reduce blood clotting with kiwifruit?
According to a study from the University of Oslo, in addition to helping us manage our blood pressure, kiwis can actually reduce blood clotting. A blood clot is a gel-like mass formed by platelets and fibrin in the blood to stop bleeding. A blood clot forms to try to repair damage to a blood vessel, either an artery or vein. When they form inappropriately inside an artery or vein, they may cause significant problems, such as symptoms of a heart attack or stroke, because blood flow past the clot is decreased. The University of Oslo found that eating two to three kiwis a day significantly lowered the risk of blood clotting. They were also found to reduce the amount of fat in the blood.  Full article available here 



3.15. [bookmark: _Hlk5016570]Fruit and vegetables boost well-being
Consuming more fruit and vegetables can improve your mental well-being, according to a new study, 'Lettuce be happy.' Researchers at the universities of Leeds and York analysed data from more than 40,000 people in the UK, and found that changes in fruit and vegetable consumption are correlated with changes in mental well-being. Specifically, the findings indicate that eating just one extra portion of fruits and vegetables a day could have an equivalent effect on mental well-being as around 8 extra days of walking a month (for at least 10 minutes at a time).Full article available here 



3.16. Doctors ‘prescribing fruits and veg’ could save the US $100 billion in medical costs


Researchers have found that “prescriptions” for healthy foods could save more than $100 billion in healthcare costs. The study, published in the medical journal PLOS Medicine, followed adults between the ages of 35-80 who were enrolled in Medicare and/or Medicaid. It then established two scenarios: one in which Medicare/Medicaid covered the cost of 30% of fruits and vegetables, the other in which it covered fruits, vegetables, seafood, whole grains, plant oils, and other healthy foods.

The results showed that with such subsidies, subjects rely less on healthcare. The first scenario would prevent 1.93 million cardiovascular events (such as heart attacks) and 350,000 deaths, as well as cut healthcare costs by $40 billion. The expanded second scenario would prevent 3.28 million cardiovascular events, 620,000 deaths, and 120,000 cases of diabetes–and save the U.S. system a whopping $100 billion. Full article available here 
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SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of communication to CRN		Date of reception at CRN		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		International standard, guideline or recommendation		Conformity with International Standard		Proposed date of adoption		Proposed date of adoption - Free text		Proposed date of publication		Proposed date of publication - Free text		Proposed date of entry into force		Proposed date of entry into force - Free text		Effect of measure on trade		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English		French		Spanish		Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/471		Regular notification		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		Australia		Fresh Chinese jujube fruit (Ziziphus jujuba Mill.)		China		Draft report for the review of biosecurity import requirements for fresh Chinese jujube fruit from China, March 2019		Draft pest risk analysis and the proposed measures to achieve Australia's appropriate level of protection for the import of fresh Chinese jujube fruit from China. The draft report includes:
- Summary;
- Introduction, including Australia's biosecurity policy framework and this pest risk analysis;
- Method for pest risk analysis;
- China's commercial production practices for Chinese jujube;
- Pest risk assessments;
- Pest risk management;
- Conclusion;
- Pest categorisation.		Plant protection; 		International Plant Protection Convention;ISPM No 2 and 11; 		Yes 				To be determined.		18/03/2019								Not applicable		17/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1483		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		12/03/2019		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0705, 070700, 070970, 0704, 070990; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 609, 15 February 2019, regarding the active ingredient C09 - CIMOXANIL of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C09 - CIMOXANIL from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes chard, watercress, lettuce, chicory, broccoli, kale, cauliflower, spinach, cabbage and arugula cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of three days;
- changes the safety security period from seven days to three days for pumpkin, zucchini and cucumber cultures.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides; 		No The scientific methodology used by Brazil to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) applicable to their region. Agricultural chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Brazilian MRLs for agricultural chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards.				To be determined after the end of the consultation period.										Not applicable		19/03/2019				EN		FR		ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1484		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		12/03/2019		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080610, 080420, 080450, 081090; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 610, 15 February 2019, regarding the active ingredient E32 – ESPINETORAM of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient E32 – ESPINETORAM from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use(application):
- includes grape, cashew, kaki, star fruit, fig, guava and mangaba cultures with MRL of 0.3 mg/kg and safety security period of three days.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides; 		No The scientific methodology used by Brazil to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) applicable to their region. Agricultural chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Brazilian MRLs for agricultural chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards.				To be determined after the end of the consultation period.										Not applicable		19/03/2019				EN		FR		ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1485		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		12/03/2019		Brazil		HS Code(s): 071040, 100700; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 611, 15 February 2019, regarding the active ingredient A26 – AZOXISTROBINA of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient A26 – AZOXISTROBINA from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of seed use (treatment):
- includes corn and sorghum cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period non determined due to modality of employment.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides; 		No The scientific methodology used by Brazil to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) applicable to their region. Agricultural chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Brazilian MRLs for agricultural chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards.				To be determined after the end of the consultation period.										Not applicable		19/03/2019				EN		FR		ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1486		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		12/03/2019		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070970, 0704, 070990, 0705, 070700; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 612, 15 February 2019, regarding the active ingredient F53 – FAMOXADONA of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient F53 – FAMOXADONA from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use(application):
- includes chard, watercress, lettuce, chicory, spinach, and arugula cultures with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of three days;
- includes pumpkin, zucchini and cucumber cultures with MRL of 0.1 mg/kg and safety security period of three days;
- includes broccoli, kale and cabbage cultures with MRL of 0.05 mg/kg and safety security period of three days.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides; 		No The scientific methodology used by Brazil to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) applicable to their region. Agricultural chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Brazilian MRLs for agricultural chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards.				To be determined after the end of the consultation period.										Not applicable		19/03/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1487		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		13/03/2019		Brazil		HS Code(s): 52, 0809, 1006, 0803, 18, 09, 1212, 0805, 08011, 24, 0808, 080720, 071040, 1201, 1001, 0806; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 613, 28 February 2019, regarding the active ingredient G01 - GLYPHOSATE of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution is the result of the risk assessment for the active ingredient G01 - GLYPHOSATE ofthe Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, and proposes the following changes:
– Rural workers and the population near the farming fields:
Prohibition of EW formulation (oil-in-water emulsion) 
Rotation between workers for aplication activities with tractors (mixing, filling and applying)
Personal protective equipment (PPE) and period for reentry of the worker into the treated area
Drift reduction technology
Safe zone of 10 meters when there is population 550 meters way from farming fields
Definition of exposure and tolerance limits for rural workers
– Urban use and food consuming:
Adjustment for cronic exposure tolerance limits
Definition of acute exposure limits
Prohibition of the concentraded product for amateur gardening
Prohibition of POEA (polyoxyethyleneamine) above 20% in glyphosate products
		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides; 		No The scientific methodology used by Brazil to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) applicable to their region. Agricultural chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Brazilian MRLs for agricultural chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards.				To be determined after the end of the consultation period										Not applicable		06/06/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1243		Regular notification		11/03/2019		12/03/2019		14/03/2019		Canada		Pesticide dithianon in or on various commodities (ICS code(s): 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.220).				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Dithianon (PMRL2019-07)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2019-07 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for dithianon that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
300                   Hops (dried)
12                     Raisins
8.0                    Grapes, pears
5.0                    Apples
3.0                    Sweet cherries, tart cherries
0.5                    Plums
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; (180 Dithianon); 		No Table 2 of the PMRL document compares the MRLs proposed for dithianon in Canada with corresponding Codex MRLs.				Normally within four to five months from the posting of the Proposed MRL document on the Health Canada website.										Not applicable		22/05/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/311		Regular notification		13/03/2019		13/03/2019		15/03/2019		European Union		HS Code(s): 010619, 010639, 0301, 0407, 051191, 060290, 120999				Draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 2016/1141 to update the list of invasive alien species of Union concern		The proposed draft Regulation is a new legislative act which updates the list of Invasive Alien Species of Union concern in implementation of the Regulation (EU) No 1143/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species. The list was established by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 2016/1141 and was updated by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 2017/1263. The notified proposal for a draft Regulation adds further species to the list.		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		None; 						July 2019										Not applicable		14/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/312		Regular notification		15/03/2019		15/03/2019		18/03/2019		European Union		Veterinary medicinal products				Regulation (EU) 2019/6 of the European Parliament and of the Council Of 11 December 2018 on veterinary medicinal products and repealing Directive 2001/82/EC		Regulatory framework for authorisation and use of veterinary medicinal products, obligations of applicants, marketing authorisation holders, regulatory authorities. Date of application: 28 January 2022.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		None; 				18/12/2018				07/01/2019				28/01/2022				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/313		Regular notification		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		European Union		HS Code(s): 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008, 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210				Draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for amitrole, fipronil, flufenoxuron, flupyrsulfuron-methyl, imazosulfuron, isoproturon, orthosulfamuron and triasulfuron in or on certain products (Text with EEA relevance)		The proposed draft Regulation concerns the review of the existing maximum residue levels (MRLs) for the substances amitrole, fipronil, flufenoxuron, flupyrsulfuron-methyl, imazosulfuron, isoproturon, orthosulfamuron and triasulfuron. MRLs for these substances in certain commodities are changed: either increased or lowered. Lower MRLs are set after updating the limits of determination and/or deleting old uses which are not authorised any more in the European Union or for which a human health concern may not be excluded.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Codex Maximum Residue Limits 79 - Amitrole - http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/pesticide-detail/en/?p_id=79
Codex Maximum Residue Limits 202 – Fipronil - http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/pesticide-detail/en/?p_id=202
Codex Maximum Residue Limits 275 – Flufenoxuron - http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/pesticide-detail/en/?p_id=275; 		No The European Food Safety Authority published conclusions on the peer review of the pesticide risk assessment for the active substances amitrole, fipronil and flefenoxuron. Based on these opinions, Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 should be amended following a risk analysis approach.				October 2019										Not applicable		19/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/IND/233		Regular notification		12/03/2019		12/03/2019		14/03/2019		India		Plants and Plant materials and other regulated articles as per Plant Quarantine (Regulation of import into India) Order, 2003 and its Amendments.
Citrus limon (Lemon)
Cucumis melo (Muskmelon)		Uzbekistan		Title – Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003 (Third Amendment of 2019)		The Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003 (Third Amendment of 2019) seeks to further liberalize provisions governing import of Lemon and Musk melon from Uzbekistan under Schedule VI of the Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003. This notification will further allow import of plants and plant materials into India.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		International Plant Protection Convention;The contents of this notification are based on Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) conducted as per International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) Numbers 2 and 11 of International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) of FAO.; 		Yes 				Yet to be decided.										Not applicable		13/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/622		Regular notification		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		Japan		Food additive (Argon)				Amendment to the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Food Sanitation Act and the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc		Authorization of Argon as a food additive and establishment of the standards and the specifications.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CODEX ALIMENTARIUS VOLUME ONE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS, CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, Section 5.7,1991; 		Yes 				As soon as possible.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/623		Regular notification		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		Japan		Food additive (Isobutylamine, Isopropylamine, sec-Butylamine, Propylamine, Hexylamine, Pentylamine and 2-Methylbutylamine)				Amendment to the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Food Sanitation Act and the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc		Authorization of Isobutylamine, Isopropylamine, sec-Butylamine, Propylamine, Hexylamine, Pentylamine and 2-Methylbutylamine as food additives and establishment of the standards and the specifications.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Guidelines for the Use of Flavourings,CAL/GL 66-2008; 		Yes 				As soon as possible.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/624		Regular notification		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		Japan		Agricultural chemicals (Pesticides) (HS Code:3808)				Summary of the Revision of Pesticide Registration System		To enhance safe use of pesticides, evaluation on pesticide operators and honeybees is to be introduced, and target species of animals and plants are added for environmental evaluation.		Food safety; Animal health; Plant protection; 		None; 						June 2019						01/04/2020				Not applicable		19/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/35		Regular notification		22/02/2019		22/02/2019		18/03/2019		Kazakhstan		- Food preparations of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union (CN of FEA of the EAEU) not containing or containing, by weight, less than 1.5% milkfats, excluding food preparations in powder form of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU;
- Food preparations of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU containing 1.5% or more by weight of milkfats excluding food preparations in powder form of goods of headings 0401 to 0404 of CN of FEA of the EAEU, not specified in other CN of FEA of the EAEU headings or included to them;
- Food preparations containing vegetable fats or oils containing less than 1.5% by weight of milkfats;
- Human grade food mixtures or preparations of animal or vegetable fats or oils or fractions thereof, containing over 15% of milk fat by weight;
- Cheese fondue;
- Food preparations containing milk components not specified in other CN of FEA of the EAEU headings or included to them
- HS Codes from 1901 90 910 0; from 1901 90 990 04; from 2106 90 920 0; from 2106 90 980 4; 2106 90 980 5; from 2106 90 980 9				Drafts of the Eurasian Economic Commission Collegium Decisions on amendments to the Regulation on Common Veterinary (Sanitary and Veterinary) Requirements for Goods Subject to Veterinary Control (Surveillance) and on amendments to the Decision of the Customs Union Commission No. 607 of 7 April 2011		The drafts provide for the determination of veterinary measures for the goods mentioned in point 3 imported into the territory of the Eurasian Economic Union.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Codex stan-8(c)-1978; World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 5.1.; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure		17/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/117		Regular notification		13/03/2019		14/03/2019		15/03/2019		Kenya		Sugar				DKS 2166:2018 Icing Sugar — Specification		This Kenya Standard specifies the requirements and methods of test for icing sugar intended for human consumption.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/VOL III-Ed 1 - Codex Standard Stan 4, Codex standard for white sugar; 		Yes 				September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		26/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/118		Regular notification		13/03/2019		14/03/2019		15/03/2019		Kenya		Roasted coffee beans				DEAS 105:2019 Roasted coffee beans and roasted ground coffee — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies the requirements and methods of sampling and test for roasted coffee beans and roasted ground coffee. This standard applies to decaffeinated roasted ground coffee.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		13/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/119		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Meat				DEAS 955:2019 Hygienic Requirement for the Production of Packaged Meat Products		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements for the production of packaged meat products processed or manufactured in an established meat processing factory.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/120		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Meat sausages				DEAS 954:2019 Meat sausages — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements and methods of sampling and testing for sausages made from beef, lamb/mutton, goat meat, camel meat, pork and poultry intended for human consumption.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/121		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Poultry				DEAS 953:2019 Dressed poultry — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test for dressed poultry. It applies to birds domesticated for human consumption.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/122		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Beef				DEAS 84-1:2019 Meat Grades and Meat Cuts — Specification — Part 1: Beef Grades and Cuts		This part of this Draft East African Standard specifies methods of grading and grades of beef including veal, quality and safety requirements, methods of sampling and test, of carcasses thereof, meant for human consumption. The standard also defines major portions of meat cuts from the carcasses for sale.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/123		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Beef				DEAS 26:2019 Canned corned beef — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, methods of tests and sampling for canned corned beef products.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/124		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Green coffee beans				DEAS 130:2019 Green coffee beans — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, methods of sampling and test for green coffee beans. This standard applies to both Arabica (Coffea Arabica) and Robusta (Coffea canephora) coffee beans.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		13/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KEN/125		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Kenya		Instant coffee				DEAS 975:2019 Instant (soluble) coffee — Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements and methods of sampling and test for Instant (soluble) coffee. This standard applies to decaffeinated instant coffee.		Food safety; 		None; 						September 2019										Trade facilitating measure		13/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KOR/212/Add.12		Addenda regular		15/03/2019		15/03/2019		19/03/2019		Korea, Republic of		Plants or plant products imported into Korea				Amendment of Quarantine Pest List		The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) in the Republic of Korea, has amended the quarantine pest list which is based on the result of a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) and in accordance with the provisions of Articles 4 and 6 of the Ministerial Ordinance of the Plant Protection Act. The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency notified to add 24 quarantine pest species as follows:
No. Scientific name                                                      Group                                                   Category
1  Candidatus phytoplasma phoenicium                   Bacteria                                               Controlled Pest
2 Peach rosette phytoplasma                                   Bacteria                                               Controlled Pest
3 Lettuce infectious yellows virus                              Viruses                                               Controlled Pest
4 Peach mosaic virus                                                Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
5 Potato black ringspot virus                                     Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
6 Raspberry leaf curl virus                                        Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
7 Squash leaf curl virus                                             Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
8 Strawberry latent C  virus                                       Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
9 Tomato mottle virus                                                Viruses                                                Controlled Pest
10 Carduus tenuiflorus                                              Weeds                                                 Controlled Pest
11 Brassica tournefortii                                             Weeds                                                 Controlled Pest
12 Onopordum acanthium                                        Weeds                                                 Controlled Pest
13 Cerambyx cerdo                                                  Coleoptera                                           Controlled Pest
14 Hylobitelus xiaoi                                                  Coleoptera                                            Controlled Pest
15 Sternechus subsignatus                                     Coleoptera                                             Controlled Pest
16 Camponotus compressus                                   Hymenoptera                                        Controlled Pest
17 Thaumetopoea pityocampa                                Lepidoptera                                           Controlled Pest
18 Dargida procinctus                                              Lepidoptera                                           Controlled Pest
19 Acanthocoris scabrator                                       Hemiptera                                             Controlled Pest
20 Cochlochila bullita                                               Hemiptera                                             Controlled Pest
21 Dialeuropora dicempuncta                                  Hemiptera                                             Controlled Pest
22 Matsucoccus feytaudi                                          Hemiptera                                            Controlled Pest
23 Odonaspis saccharicaulis                                   Hemiptera                                             Controlled Pest 
24 Pseudococcus orchidicola                                  Hemiptera                                              Controlled Pest		Plant protection; 																				18/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KOR/632		Regular notification		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Korea, Republic of		Food additives				Proposed amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Food Additives		The Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Standards and Specifications for the Food Additives":
1) The standard for manufacturing concerned on nitrous dioxide is newly established;
2) General use level for microbial culture adjunct is newly established;
3) The specifications of the following 6 food additives are revised: 
L-Glutamic acid, Monoammonium L-glutamate, Monopotassium L-glutamiate, Cyanocobalamin, Annatto(water-soluble), Preservatives preparations;
4) The general name and origin name of 59 natural flavouring substances is corrected;
5) The standards for the use of the following 13 food additives are revised:
Copper gluconate, Manganese gluconate, Zinc gluconate, Ferrous gluconate, Phylloquinone, 5'-Cytidylic acid, Disodium 5'-cytidylate, 5'-Adenylic acid, Disodium 5'-uridylate, Cupric sulfate, Zinc sulfate, Potassium hydroxide, Heme iron;
6) The analytical method for test of bactericidal activity is revised;
7) When processing aid will be used as food additive, the provision for additional toxicological data on submission of a dossier is newly established.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		18/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/MAC/24		Regular notification		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		20/03/2019		Macao, China		Food				Regulamento Administrativo n.º 7/2019 Normas relativas à utilização de conservantes e antioxidantes em géneros alimentícios (Standard for Uses of Preservatives and Antioxidants in Foodstuffs)		The Regulamento Administrativo n.º 7/2019 Normas relativas à utilização de conservantes e antioxidantes em géneros alimentícios (the Administrative Regulation No. 7/2019 Standard for Uses of Preservatives and Antioxidants in Foodstuffs) is a food safety standard that guides and regulates the uses of preservatives and antioxidants by food producers and traders, including the principles of the use of preservatives and antioxidants, the scope of use, the types of preservatives and antioxidants permitted in food, the maximum levels of use, and the food categories in which maximum levels of certain preservatives and antioxidants are used. In this administrative regulation, "preservative" is defined as a type of food additive that is used to prolong the shelf-life of foods by protecting against deterioration caused by microorganisms; "antioxidant" is defined as a type of food additive that is used to prolong the shelf-life of foods by protecting against deterioration caused by oxidation. This administrative regulation does not apply to foods intended for specific dietetic use, with the exception of certain products for infants and young children. In this administrative regulation, listed preservatives and antioxidants are permitted to be used in foodstuffs, and their use in food shall follow the principle of Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP).		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Codex Stan 192; 		Yes 		22/02/2019				04/03/2019				05/03/2019				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/MKD/5		Emergency notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		13/03/2019		North Macedonia		Live poultry and hatching eggs, meat of poultry and poultry products, semen for artificial insemination of poultry and feathered game		Västra Götalands, Sweden		Decision to ban import into Republic of Macedonia of live animals, products of animal origin and animal by-products in order to prevent outbreak of Avian influenza from Sweden		Temporary measure for suspending imports of live animals, products of animal origin and animal by-products into the territory of R.Macedonia.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 10.9 ("Infection with Newcastle disease virus") of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										30/10/2018				Not applicable						EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/MKD/6		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		13/03/2019		North Macedonia		Foods				Rulebook laying down general requirements for establishing mitigation measures and benchmark levels for the reduction of the presence of acrylamide in food		This Rulebook establishes mitigation measures to be applied by food business operators to reduce the presence of acrylamide in food and establishes benchmark levels as performance indicators to be used to verify the effectiveness of the mitigation measures.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Code of Practice for the Reduction of Acrylamide in Foods (CAC/RCP 67-2009)
; 						To be determined.										Not applicable				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/MKD/7		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		13/03/2019		North Macedonia		live animals				Rulebook on the manner of performing official controls and procedures for monitoring of antimicrobial resistance		This Rulebook establishes the manner of performing official controls and procedures for monitoring of antimicrobial resistance, general and specific requirements to be met by food business operators in order to prevent and eliminate antimicrobial resistance, the manner of monitoring, prevention and control of antimicrobial resistance in live animals.		Animal health; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/MKD/8		Regular notification		08/03/2019		08/03/2019		13/03/2019		North Macedonia		animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption				Law on animal by products		This Law lays down public health and animal health rules for animal by-products and derived products, in order to prevent and minimise risks to public and animal health arising from those products.		Food safety; Animal health; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/NPL/28		Regular notification		27/02/2019		27/02/2019		15/03/2019		Nepal		Apple; Banana; Bitter gourd; Egg Plant; Cabbage; Cauliflower; Tomato; Green tea, black tea- fermanted and dried				Maximum Residue Limit of Pesticides on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables		The Department of Food Technology and Quality Control proposes the set of Maximum Residues Limits of Pesticides for Apple; Banana; Bitter gourd; Egg Plant; Cabbage; Cauliflower; Okra; Potato; Tomato; Green tea, black tea-fermented and dried. These limits serve:
1. as a compulsory provision under food law and regulation;
2. to monitor export/import of these food products; and
3. to maintain safe food products to the consumer.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 2: Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) and Risk Management Recommendations (RMRs) for Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods; 		Yes 		01/09/2019				01/09/2019								Not applicable		14/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/NZL/589		Regular notification		11/03/2019		12/03/2019		15/03/2019		New Zealand		Zoo Asian elephants		Australia, Sri Lanka		Import Health Standard for Zoo Asian Elephants - ZOOASELE.SPE		The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has amended the Import Health Standard for Zoo Asian Elephants from Australia and Sri Lanka. The amended standard allows for zoo Asian elephants to be imported directly from Sri Lanka following extended quarantine and testing without the requirement for quarantine in an FMD-free country.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Terrestrial Animal Health Code, chapter number 8.8; 		Yes 		06/05/2019				06/05/2019				06/05/2019				Not applicable		14/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/PHL/432/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/03/2019		13/03/2019		15/03/2019		Philippines		Plants				Department of Agriculture, Department Circular No. 18 Series of 2018, Philippines List of Regulated Plant Pests		The Department of Agriculture would like to add the attached Annex 1 to the notified Department Circular No.18 Series of 2018, Philippines List of Regulated Plant Pests.		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 																				14/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/PHL/435		Emergency notification		15/03/2019		15/03/2019		18/03/2019		Philippines		Domestic and wild pigs and their products and by-products including pork meat, pig skin and their products and by-products including pork meat, pig skin and semen		Viet Nam		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 4 Series of 2019, Temporary Ban on the Importation of Domestic and Wild Pigs and their Products and By-products including Pork Meat, Pig Skin and Semen Originating from Viet Nam		The Order bans the importation of domestic and wild pigs and their products, including pork meat and semen and immediately suspends the processing, evaluation of the application and issuance of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) import clearance for the said commodities. All shipments of the aforementioned goods into the country will be stopped and confiscated by all DA Veterinary Quarantine Officers/Inspectors at all major ports. Frozen pork meats from accredited establishments already in transit upon issuance of this Order are allowed to enter the country subject to veterinary quarantine rules and regulations.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapters 1.1, 4.3 and 15.1 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code 2018; 		Yes 										18/02/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/SAU/392		Emergency notification		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		Peru		Notice of the Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 523818/79731/1440 dated 12 March 2019 (5/7/1440 H) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of equine from Peru"		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 10, Vol. 32 dated 4 March 2019, which indicates that Equine infectious anaemia has occurred in Peru, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of equine from Peru to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Animal Terrestrial Health Code, Chapter 12.5; 		Yes 										12/03/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/SAU/393		Emergency notification		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		18/03/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Egypt		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 523768/79731/1440 dated 12 March 2019 (5/7/1440 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on the Importation of Live Birds, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick originating from Egypt"		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 10, Vol. 32 dated 6 March 2019, which indicates that High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) outbreak has occurred in Egypt, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Egypt to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Animal Terrestrial Health Code, Chapter 10.4; 		Yes 										12/03/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/155/Rev.2/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Thailand		Foods (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification, No. … B.E. …. (....) entitled "Food Products Required to Bear Nutrition Labelling and Guideline Daily Amounts, GDAs Labelling"		The Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) Notification, notified in G/SPS/N/THA/155/Rev.2 on 7 May 2018, was adopted as Notification of MOPH No. 394 regarding the revision of nutrition labelling and guideline daily amounts, GDAs labelling for food products, which was published in the Royal Gazette on 22 October 2018.
Date of entry into force: 180 days after being notified in the Government Gazette (20 April 2019).

Text available at:
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/264/T_0012.PDF (in Thai)
http://food.fda.moph.go.th/law/data/announ_moph/V.English/No.394.pdf (in English)		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/247/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification, No. … B.E. …. (....) entitled "Food Containing Pesticide Residues (No. 2)"		The Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) Notification notified in G/SPS/N/THA/247 on 19 April 2018 was adopted as Notification of MOPH No. 393 regarding the revision of food containing pesticide residues (No. 2), which was published in the Royal Gazette on 22 October 2018.
Date of entry into force: The date after being notified in the Government Gazette (23 October 2018).

Text available at:
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/264/T_0010.PDF (in Thai)
http://food.fda.moph.go.th/law/data/announ_moph/V.English/No.393.pdf (in English)		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/248/Add.2		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Thailand		Foods (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification, B.E..., entitled "Nutrition Labelling (No. 3)"		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Nutrition Labelling (No. 3)", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/248 dated 18 May 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 22 October 2018.
Date of entry into force: 180 days after being notified in the Government Gazette (20 April 2019).

Text available at:
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/264/T_0009.PDF (in Thai)
http://food.fda.moph.go.th/law/data/announ_moph/V.English/No.392.pdf (in English)		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/249/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Prescribed foods which have criteria, condition, and method of use in food produced for sale, imported for sale or sold		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Prescribed foods which have criteria, condition, and method of use in food produced for sale, imported for sale or sold", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/249 dated 18 May 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 25 September 2018.
Date of entry into force:  After the date of its publication in the Government Gazette (26 September 2018).


Text available at:
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/237/T_0016.PDF (in Thai)
http://food.fda.moph.go.th/law/data/announ_moph/V.English/No.390.pdf (in English)		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/250/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Prescribed foods which are prohibited to be produced, imported or sold		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Prescribed foods which are prohibited to be produced, imported or sold", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/250 dated 18 May 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 25 September 2018.
Date of entry into force: After the date of its publication in the Government Gazette (26 September 2018).


Text available at:
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/237/T_0018.PDF (in Thai)
http://food.fda.moph.go.th/law/data/announ_moph/V.English/No.391.pdf (in English)		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/484		Regular notification		11/03/2019		11/03/2019		14/03/2019		Chinese Taipei		Foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging				Those foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging classified under 2 specific CCC codes		Commodities classified under two specific CCC codes shall follow the "Regulations of Inspection of Imported Foods and Related Products" if they are used for foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging. The importers shall apply for inspection to the Food and Drug Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare.		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.										Not applicable		13/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/485		Regular notification		15/03/2019		15/03/2019		15/03/2019		Chinese Taipei		Plants and plant products				Draft of the "Regulations of import risk assessment for regulated articles with capability of propagation"		The "Regulations of import risk assessment for regulated articles with capability of propagation" (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) is based on Paragraph 4, Article 14 of the Plant Protection and Quarantine Act. The Regulations are compiled and adjusted the hierarchy of related requirements regarding import risk assessment. The main content of the Regulations are as follows:
1. The application procedure and documents or information required for pest assessment for the first time imported regulated articles with capability of propagation;
2. Implementation method of pest risk assessment;
3. The basis for re-initiating the risk assessment when the quarantine pest epidemic of the approved regulated articles with capability of propagation is changed;
4. In order to allow certain experimenting, researching, teaching, legal depositing or exhibiting, etc., if there is a need to import the regulated articles with capability of propagation from a country or district which have no import record, the documents and materials required for application are included.		Plant protection; 		International Plant Protection Convention;ISPM 2 and 4; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Not applicable		14/05/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/USA/2156/Add.9		Addenda regular		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		United States of America		Food for human and animal consumption, except for meat, poultry, and egg products that are exclusively regulated by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA). The Act does not alter the jurisdiction between FDA and USDA.				Standards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption; Extension of Compliance Dates for Subpart E; Final Rule		The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is extending, for covered produce other than sprouts, the dates for compliance with the agricultural water provisions in the "Standards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption" rule. We are extending the compliance dates to address questions about the practical implementation of compliance with certain provisions and to consider how we might further reduce the regulatory burden or increase flexibility while continuing to protect public health.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/USA/3050		Regular notification		11/03/2019		12/03/2019		14/03/2019		United States of America		Multiple Commodities				Fenoxaprop-ethyl, Flufenpyr-ethyl, Imazapyr, Maleic hydrazide, Pyrazon, Quinclorac, Triflumizole, et al.; Proposed Tolerance and Tolerance Exemption Actions. Proposed Rule		EPA is proposing to revoke certain tolerances for fenoxaprop-ethyl, flufenpyr-ethyl, maleic hydrazide, pyrazon, and quinclorac in follow up to canceled products or where a commodity is no longer a significant livestock feed item or a tolerance is no longer needed. In addition, EPA is proposing to establish exemptions from certain tolerances for maleic hydrazide and to modify certain tolerances for quinclorac and imazapyr. In accordance with current Agency practice, EPA also is proposing to update the nomenclature for certain tolerances for fenoxaprop-ethyl and triflumizole, to remove expired tolerances for certain pesticide active ingredients, and to conform with rounding class practices for certain existing tolerances of specific pesticide active ingredients.		Food safety; 		None; 		There are Codex standards for some, but not all, of the proposed MRLs.  Please see the link to the Federal Register notice in box 5 for details.
				To be determined.										Not applicable		08/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/USA/3051		Regular notification		18/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		United States of America		Tea, dried; Tea, instant				Methoxyfenozide; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of methoxyfenozide in or on imported tea.		Food safety; 		None; 				12/03/2019				12/03/2019				12/03/2019				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/USA/3052		Regular notification		18/03/2019		19/03/2019		19/03/2019		United States of America		Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup 4-16B; Cottonseed subgroup 20C; Kohlrabi;  Leaf petiole vegetable subgroup 22B; Stalk and stem vegetable subgroup 22A, except kohlrabi; Stevia, dried leaves;  Swiss chard;  Vegetable, Brassica, head and stem, group 5-16; Vegetable, leaves of root and tuber, group 2, except sugar beet				S-Metolachlor; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of S-metolachlor in or on multiple commodities.		Food safety; 		None; 				11/03/2019				11/03/2019				11/03/2019				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/63		Regular notification		13/03/2019		13/03/2019		18/03/2019		South Africa		Canned/hermitically sealed meat products (either commerically sterile or pasteurised/semi-preserves)				Amendment of the Compulsory Specification for Canned Meat Products (VC8019)		This Compulsory Specification requires that canned meat products, for human consumption, which are to be offered for sale, comply with this Compulsory Specification and the requirements of the latest edition of the South African National Standard (SANS) 1675 that apply to the manufacture, production, processing, and treatment of the products covered by this specification. The hygiene requirements for the product, as well as chemical and microbiological contaminant requirements for the product, and the requirements for employees at the packing facility, shall comply with the requirements of the latest edition of SANS 1675.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Code of practice - general principles of food hygiene (CAC/RCP 1-1969); 		Yes 				After all comments are taken into consideration.										Not applicable		17/05/2019				EN						Record details





Other SPS documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title		English

		G/SPS/GEN/1675/Rev.1		13/03/2019		Secretariat		 SPS Committee Thematic Session on Equivalence (part 2) - Monday, 18 March 2019 - WTO, Centre William Rappard, Geneva - Programme - Revision		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1676/Rev.1		13/03/2019		Secretariat		 SPS Committee Thematic Session on Enabling Access to Tools and Technologies : Fall Armyworm Case Study - Tuesday, 19 March 2019 - WTO, Centre William Rappard, Geneva - Programme - Revision		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1691		12/03/2019		ACP Secretariat		 Update on additional support to strengthen national SPS capacities - Communication from the ACP Secretariat		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1692		13/03/2019		EU		 New official controls regulation of the European Union - Communication from the European Union		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1693		13/03/2019		IPPC		 Report of International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1694		13/03/2019		Secretariat		 Workshop on Transparency and Coordination - Monday, 15 July - Wednesday, 17 July 2019 - WTO, Centre William Rappard, Geneva - Programme - Note by the Secretariat		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1696		15/03/2019		 African Union Commission		 Information on SPS activities of the African Union Commission 		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1697		15/03/2019		Colombia		 European Union transitional periods for MRLs and international consultations - Concerns raised by Colombia - Communication from Colombia
		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/1698		15/03/2019		Peru		 Recognition of Peru as a country free of foot and mouth disease without vaccination - Communication from Peru
		EN

		G/SPS/GEN/204/Rev.19		14/03/2019		Secretariat		 Specific trade concerns - Note by the Secretariat - Revision 

		G/SPS/W/312		20/03/2019		Brazil		 Workshop on Transparency and Coordination - 15 - 16 July 2019 - Fifth review - Submission from Brazil		EN

		WT/DS291/37/Add.131		15/03/2019		EU		European Communities - Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products - Status Report by the European Union - Addendum		EN
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