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PMAC weekly update 22nd  February to 1st March

1. Government agencies: WTO Notifications

2. [bookmark: _Hlk65237504]New Zealand News:  Regenerative ag white paper sets out pressing research priorities ,  High-quality connectivity crucial for rural NZ , Vietnam-New Zealand fruit trade to be expanded this year,  Apple growers panicking as major labour shortage threatens picking season, New Zealand export plan for Bay cherries, Mr. Apple appoints Advertising and Marketing Supervisor, Avocados could be a good crop for Oanui, Canterbury asparagus grower fined for exploiting laborers, Shipping challenges mount

3. [bookmark: _Hlk65237612]International news: GAIN reports Export Plan for fresh produce from Australia to New Zealand, Self-sufficiency is at the top of the Chinese agenda", EU plant variety rights in the United Kingdom, UK government urged to extend derogations on phytosanitary certifications for fresh produce, Poorer nations' emissions 'being hit by UK's food chain', Agriculture organisation UN reinforces partnership with international atomic energy agency, Uncertainty in horticulture for 2021, PMA comments on FSMA traceability rule, Data-driven cultivation accelerates development of variety-specific cultivation formulas, Urban farming company introduces automated, modular Growing Centre, Freshfel discusses collective sustainability, UK: Eating more fruits and vegetables is the top priority for healthy shoppers, Spike in German household fruit and vegetables buying



1. Agency   news                                                         [image: ]

1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk65237575]WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Canada , USA and Switzerland MRL’s 
· Kyrgyz Republic – amended list of quarantine products subject to phytosanitary controls
· Peru – Import of kiwifruit seed from New Zealand 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here    
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: ]                                                                                              Commentary 
2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk65236724][bookmark: _Hlk65237528]Regenerative ag white paper sets out pressing research priorities 
A new white paper, entitled Regenerative Agriculture in Aotearoa New Zealand – Research Pathways to Build Science-Based Evidence and National Narratives, sets out 17 priority research topics and introduces 11 principles for regenerative farming in New Zealand. Full article available here



2.2. High-quality connectivity crucial for rural NZ 
Rural people should be getting the same level of connectivity in terms of broadband and mobile coverage as the people who live in urban areas. That’s the view of the Technology Users Association of NZ (TUANZ). Chief executive Craig Young told Rural News that rural users also shouldn’t have to pay more to get this coverage when urban people are getting high quality connectivity for nothing. 

Young says it’s almost more important for rural people to have high quality connectivity, given their often remote locations and the fact that they are running significant businesses – not only farming but other service related enterprises. He says there are also health and safety issues. 

[image: i] Young blames the present problems on the overall strategy of dealing with connectivity in NZ. He says some great work has been done in the past and, by and large, this is as a result of large projects which have connected large numbers of people.  He believes it is now time to invest money in small projects to solve some of these problems.  He says many of the telcos are wedded to the idea of putting up more towers, but for many in rural areas that solves nothing. “It might be as simple as the Government paying for the rights of a satellite dish on a person’s property or a dish on a property which may serve a small community,” he explains. “We need to look at new technologies and find solutions so that all New Zealanders get equal access to technology and are not penalised because they live in remote locations.”  Full article available here 



2.3. Vietnam-New Zealand fruit trade to be expanded this year
A virtual dialogue was co-chaired by Ray Smith, CEO of the Ministry of Primary Industries of New Zealand and Dr. Le Quoc Doanh, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) of Vietnam on Wednesday of this week  where the two sides signed an Agriculture Cooperation Arrangement (ACA) after the talks. This arrangement will enable both parties to increase their key agricultural interests in enhancing bilateral trade, while also reducing agricultural greenhouse gas emissions, promoting food safety, using agricultural research and technology and promoting rural developments.  They confirmed their mutual commitment to finalize new fruit supply channels for each other this year so that consumers can enjoy New Zealand strawberries and pumpkins in Vietnam, and Vietnamese limes and oranges in New Zealand. grapefruit.  Full article available here 
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2.4. Apple growers panicking as major labour shortage threatens picking season
Apple growers in Hawkes Bay are in a panic. Picking season is here and they're still facing a huge labour shortage.  This article talks about the  120 million Yummy Fruit apples that need picking before May, while orchards face a major shortage of workers.   Full article available here 



2.5. [bookmark: _Hlk65236794]New Zealand export plan for Bay cherries
New Zealand Summerfruit representative Richard Mills has explained that Hawke's Bay cherries mature earlier than South Island cherries, which helps export goods. He said that the supply of Hawke's Bay cherries will exceed national demand and there is the possibly to export cherries from Hawkes Bay within the next couple of years Full article available here 



2.6. [bookmark: _Hlk65236802]Mr. Apple appoints Advertising and Marketing Supervisor
Mr. Apple, one of New Zealand’s largest apple producers, has announced the appointment of Jo Turner as internal marketing manager. Global sales and marketing manager Ben McLeod said the time was right for the Hawke’s Bay-based company to expand their team. Turner started operations this week (February 15) and will report to Ben McLeod (Global Sales and Marketing Manager) along with Hannah Ren (Brand Manager – Asia) and Lisa Cork (Special Projects).Full article available here



2.7. [bookmark: _Hlk65236811]Avocados could be a good crop for Oanui
A small coastal Taranaki community could one day become known for its avocados. Oanui, 8 kilometres north of Opunake, was identified in last year's Taranaki Land and Climate Assessment as being an area suitable for growing the fruit. Next month, representatives from the avocado industry will be in New Plymouth for a seminar on growing the fruit commercially.  Full article available here 



2.8. [bookmark: _Hlk65236820]Canterbury asparagus grower fined for exploiting laborers
Christopher Gray, the Canterbury asparagus grower who was ordered to pay exploited laborers $50,000 in October, has been fined another $26,000. Earlier, the Employment Relations Authority ordered Gray, a sole trader operating as Motukarara Asparagus, to repay $50,000 to 13 workers for unlawful deductions, minimum wage arrears and holiday pay. Ten of the workers were seasonal migrant workers from Fiji, two were migrant workers and one a New Zealander.
According to the Authority, Gray’s transgressions were “more egregious” because most workers were vulnerable to exploitation, living in New Zealand under the seasonal migrant scheme.Some workers were paid based on the amount of asparagus they picked during the 2017 season, at a rate of $2.50 per kilogram. Full article available here 



2.9. Shipping challenges mount 
Shipping disruptions caused by Covid have been exacerbated by Australian port industrial action and Port of Auckland capacity issues. New Zealand exporters and importers are facing “a perfect storm” as global shipping challenges mount.

David Ross, chief executive at Kotahi, New Zealand’s largest containerised exporter, says  disruption caused by Covid has been exacerbated by Australian port industrial action and Port of Auckland capacity issues. Ross says these continue to disrupt container availability flows and coupled with globally disrupted supply chains, few vessels are managing to run to schedule.
[image: i]
“This is putting pressure on service levels,” says Ross.“This situation is being played out in most locations around the world, with shipping lines forced to make adjustments to their vessel itineraries to manage capacity, congestion and weather impacts with global shipping statistics reporting that on-time performance in the Asia-Pacific region has dropped to just 15%, from a norm of about 70-80%. That’s a big drop.”

Kotahi, founded in 2011 by Fonterra and Silver Fern Farms, has long-term strategic commitments with Maersk Line and Port of Tauranga to attract larger, more efficient ships to New Zealand.“Working collaboratively with our customers and partners, such as Maersk and Port of Tauranga, we have been managing this situation for a number of months and continue to operate at close to 99% container availability.

“There is an unavoidable small level of delay due to the scale of ship schedule slippage, however we are confident we will continue to get all our customers’ cargo to export markets,” he says.

ANZ agri analyst Susan Kilsby notes that demand for most goods has remained intact throughout the pandemic and it has been the service sector that has taken the brunt of the pain associated with lockdowns and physical distancing measures. She says shipping costs are rising rapidly. “Shipping schedules are constantly changing, with numerous schedules being cancelled or containers being rolled over and simply not being collected. “This has left many empty containers stranded well away from where they are most needed, with refrigerated containers particularly difficult to source,” Kilsby explains. Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
[bookmark: _Hlk65237657]Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report click on the link in each notification  This week see:

a) New Canadian Organic Standards 2020 New Canadian Organic Standards 2020_Montreal_Canada_02-19-2021 

b) Draft Amendments to EAEU Phytosanitary Requirements Notified to WTO Draft Amendments to EAEU Phytosanitary Requirements Notified to WTO_Moscow_Russian Federation_02-19-2021 

c) Greece Exporter Guide  Exporter Guide_Rome_Greece_02-16-2021 

d) India - Clarifications on the FSSAI Genetically Modified-Free Certificate Order for Imported Food Products India - Clarifications on the FSSAI Genetically Modified-Free Certificate Order for Imported Food Products_New Delhi_India_02-04-2021 

e) Kenya Exporter Guide  Exporter Guide_Nairobi_Kenya_12-31-2020 

f) Portugal Exporter Guide 2021 Exporter Guide 2021_Madrid_Portugal_02-21-2021 

g) Sweden Exporter Guide Exporter Guide Sweden_The Hague_Sweden_02-09-2021 

[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. [bookmark: _Hlk65236847]Export Plan for fresh produce from Australia to New Zealand
The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) has released a new Industry Advice Notice (IAN), to advise industry that the New Zealand Export Plan has replaced the Bilateral Quarantine Agreement – System Operations Manual (BQA-SOM) on 25 February 2021.

The new Export Plan for fresh produce from Australia to New Zealand (Export Plan) — that sets the operational requirements for certain fresh fruit and vegetables exported to New Zealand — is now available in the ‘Documents’ section of Micor. Full article available here



3.3. "Self sufficiency is at the top of the Chinese agenda"
Self sufficiency is at the top of the Chinese agenda. Not only on a national level but also on a provincial level, China strives for greater efficiency in production in order to meet the local demand for fresh produce. For that reason, high-tech greenhouse horticulture is developing rapidly.

Despite the large acreage of 4 million ha of covered cultivation, the average yield of this horticulture is relatively low, around 15% of what a hight-tech greenhouse could produce. Besides, growers are struggling with soil pollution and disease pressure is hard to control. Until now, China possesses only 800 ha of high tech greenhouses. "However, if it is up to the Chinese government this will soon change," says Michiel Bierkens, Consul General with the Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Guanghzhou, China. The balance of this article talks about new high tech glass houses that will be built in southern China. Full article available here 



3.4. [bookmark: _Hlk65236869]EU plant variety rights in the United Kingdom
According to the withdrawal agreement of the United Kingdom (UK) from the European Union (EU), holders of a Community Plant Variety right which has been granted before the end of the transition period, 31 December 2020, have become holders of a plant variety right in the UK under UK law. The full list of plant varieties with EU registered rights that have been granted a corresponding UK right can be found on the UK Government website.  

The plant variety rights granted by the CPVO as from 1 January 2021 do not cover the territory of the UK, including Northern Ireland. In order to get Plant Variety Protection in the UK, breeders need to file a separate application to the relevant UK authorities. Further guidance and notice to stakeholders in the context of the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Commission were previously published  on CPVO’s website and are accessible here.     Full article available here 



3.5. UK government urged to extend derogations on phytosanitary certifications for fresh produce
The impact of Brexit is a big challenge for businesses on both sides of the Channel with EU27 exports representing over 3 million tonnes of fresh fruit and vegetables to the UK, 40% of the UK’s internal demand. The sector is already facing additional annual costs of at least €55 million as a result of the adaptation to new administration, customs and trading processes.

From 1 April, the cost of official inspections and of the issuance of over 750,000 phytosanitary certificates (PCs) will be added to this economic and administrative burden, a threat which may significantly hamper the capacity of the industry to continue ‘just in time’ operations of highly perishable produce. In this context, Freshfel Europe and FPC have addressed a letter to the RT Hon Michael Gove expressing the concerns of the sector about the introduction of a requirement for PCs from 1 April.

In their letter Freshfel Europe and FPC argue that this requirement will mean more than three quarters of EU fresh produce exports to the UK will require a phytosanitary certificate (approx. 2.5 million tonnes). This will be a herculean effort for both the sector and public administrations, as at least 750,000 PCs will have to be issued on an annual basis to support this trade. This requirement will therefore lead to significant delays in orders, blockages both at departure and arrival, and generates losses of quality and food waste. This will also add costs to the already fatigued fresh fruit and vegetable businesses as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic effects. Full article available here 



3.6. Poorer nations' emissions 'being hit by UK's food chain'
The Fairtrade Foundation has called on the UK government to work harder to clean up food supply chains and tackle the vast amount of carbon emissions ‘hidden’ in imported food and products that Brits want but can’t grow in the UK.

In a new report published to mark Fairtrade Fortnight (22 February-7 March), the Fairtrade Foundation argues that current efforts from government and business fall short of what is needed to protect small-scale farmers on the frontline of the climate crisis in low-income countries. 

The report highlights the problem of the UK’s ‘hidden’ carbon footprint: the greenhouse gas emissions generated overseas - including in poorer, climate-vulnerable nations - to create food and produce to meet UK demand. Figures show that nearly half (46 per cent) of emissions linked to UK consumption are in fact created overseas, while 54 per cent is domestically produced.

Fairtrade Foundation chief executive Mike Gidney said: "Although the UK is on a welcome path to net-zero emissions, if we don’t own up to our hidden emissions, our climate policy will never fully succeed in driving down our true footprint, and we will fail the small-scale producers overseas who grow the food we Brits love to consume. Fairtrade Foundation believes these invisible emissions are, ultimately, the UK’s responsibility: they take a heavy toll on the farmers who keep our shelves stocked and fridges full, and who are disproportionately affected by climate change.

The Fairtrade Foundation wants the UK government to include international aviation and shipping in its carbon budgets and set out a clear policy to reduce these emissions, as recommended by the UK’s Climate Change Committee.  The Fairtrade Foundation wants the government and UK businesses to ensure farmers overseas have the funds to adapt to the climate reality – including by ensuring they receive higher, fairer prices for their produce. The Foundation also recommends that the government’s trade policy should "help, not hinder, the path to net zero". Full article available here 



3.7. [bookmark: _Hlk65236901]Agriculture organisation UN reinforces partnership with international atomic energy agency
For more than 57 years, the partnership between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and IAEA has contributed to addressing global challenges, including food insecurity, climate change, animal/zoonotic diseases and, most recently, the COVID-19 pandemic. The IAEA and FAO signed a Revised Arrangement last week , which upgrades their partnership and expands the horizons of their work. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk65236912]Uncertainty in horticulture for 2021
The Rabo Horticultural Barometer financial results in the Netherlands shows that 2020 was better than expected. The performance of most companies was sufficient to good in 2020. Their liquidity was also more than sufficient. Looking at each area individually the reports states 
· Caution is key for vegetables under glass in 2021
There is a positive outlook for fruit 
· There is no particular problem  for ornamentals but there is uncertainty 
Bulb cultivation is suffering from a lot of uncertainty Full article available here



3.9. PMA comments on FSMA traceability rule
The Produce Marketing Association (PMA) submitted comments on the proposed U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) rule ‘Requirements for Additional Traceability Records for Certain Foods’. The intention of the rule is to establish record-keeping requirements for foods on the Food Traceability List designed to improve the traceability information during foodborne illness outbreaks and to increase the speed and precision of trace-back and trace-forward investigations for recall events.

PMA supports FDA efforts to use the proposed rule to reduce the harm to consumers caused by foodborne pathogens and limit adverse impacts on industry sectors affected by the outbreaks.. The net result  of the proposed bill will be much stronger consumer confidence in products produced by the fresh produce and broader food industry.

In reviewing the proposed rule, PMA noted a number of areas where there were outstanding questions or additional guidance needed from FDA to properly communicate and enforce the regulations. PMA’s comments on the proposed rule noted the following key points relative to the fresh produce sector:
· Clarity on what people, foods and food establishments will be exempted from the rule.
· Clarity on a number of definitions in the rule, ( see the article for the list of what is required)
· Further FDA guidance on the program records required for products on the Food Traceability List.
· Concerns that information received from the first receiver will be difficult to capture and verify or may be inaccurate.
· Recommendation to use the case-level GTIN lot number to identify the originator.
· Data privacy and corporate confidentiality concerns generated by asking the first receiver to share data that is not their own.
· Records required when receiving or transforming foods on the Food Traceability List.
· Record-keeping requirements for foods subject to a kill step.
· The circumstances in which FDA will modify requirements or exempt a food or type of entity from requirements. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                       Indoor production 
3.10. Data-driven cultivation accelerates development of variety-specific cultivation formulas
The demand for healthy, attractive, and sustainably produced food such as fresh vegetables is growing worldwide. Growers align the growth factors as closely as possible to the needs of the crop and the cultivation objective they have in mind. As conditions outside and inside the greenhouse vary and plants are living organisms, growers need to be responsive. This is why they regularly adjust the set points of growth factors, so as to optimize the performance of greenhouse crops and make efficient use of energy, water, and nutrients.

BASF believes in the future of autonomous growing in smart greenhouses, as this will help growers make better decisions and get the most out of their crops. “We want to start facilitating this with variety-specific cultivation formulas, which we develop in an autonomous growing environment,” The balance of the article describes work BSAF has underway with a new IIVO process computer to optimise production   and notes that BASF’s breeders and cultivation specialists are currently using the new process computer for lettuce and tomato selection programs. “  Full article available here 



3.11. Urban farming company introduces automated, modular Growing Center
Infarm, an urban farming company is already present in 10 countries, 30 cities and thousands of stores, continues to realize its vision of a global, connected, sustainable and highly efficient farming ecosystem.

Infarm's goals include driving innovation in the $3 trillion global fruit and vegetable market. To this end, Infarm has unveiled its new automated and modular Infarm Growing Centers (IGC). Each IGC is a local farm and distribution center combined, achieving the harvest equivalent of 10,000 m2 of farmland. This means that, compared to traditional farming, each Growing Center produces food up to 400 times more efficiently. The cloud-connected, high-yield Growing Centers plug into InFarm's fast-growing, global farm network learns on its own and continuously improves crop yield, taste and nutritional value, while continually reducing the use of natural resources. 

The goal is to expand the Infarm network to 500,000 m2 of growing space by the end of 2025
The Growing Centers consist of multiple Farming Units with heights of 10 and 18 meters, each requiring a footprint of 25 m2 and can be set up in just six weeks. This modular, data-driven and decentralized approach - a combination of Big Data, IoT, cloud analytics and rapid growth on a global scale - sets Infarm apart from all other farming solutions. Food retailers already part of the Infarm network include Empire Company Ltd (Safeway, Sobeys, ThriftyFoods), Whole Foods Market, Marks & Spencer, Kroger, Kinokuniya, Selfridges, Aldi South, Amazon Fresh, Auchan, Casino, E. Leclerc, Edeka, Farmdrop, Intermarché, Irma, Kaufland, Metro, Migros, Selgros, Summit in Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the United States and Switzerland. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      

3.12. [bookmark: _Hlk65236964]Freshfel discusses collective sustainability
Freshfel Europe has joined members and other leading representatives in European production to review the latest state of play of environmental footprint initiatives in the fresh produce industry, and has decided to move forward towards a more collective approach for the sector. "While the fresh produce sector’s sustainability journey began many years ago, there is still a lack of comparable data used in environmental footprints, which prevents consistency and accountability of the sector in responding to evolving legislative and customer requirements," Freshfel outlined. "Such an initiative will allow the supply chain to have its sustainability efforts better recognised in standards and in the Farm to Fork Strategy debate based on agreed Products Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PFEFCR)."

Now more than ever retailers are requiring environmental performance information and the supply chain needs to provide this to respond to consumers’ awareness of sustainability aspects, which is increasingly driving purchase decisions. Freshfel Europe members agreed on the urgency to move forward and collectively build a strategy for the sector that will tackle the different aspects of the often-complex environmental footprint matters.

Building a harmonised methodology, collecting generic and secondary data for products, as well as establishing a user-friendly environmental footprint tool were described as key for companies to guarantee that their own calculations are comparable to others in the supply chain and that they can provide consistent data to business partners. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                       Health   
3.13. UK: Eating more fruits and vegetables is the top priority for healthy shoppers
According to some, the pandemic is prompting a fresh focus on fruit and vegetables. Nearly nine in 10 shoppers (86%) are actively trying to improve their diet in some way, with eating more fruit and vegetables cited as the top aspiration.

More than three-quarters (83%) of consumers changed the way they plan, buy and prepare food at the beginning of the first prohibition, and more than half of consumers (51%) claimed to have eaten more fruits and vegetables. Sales of green vegetables (such as cabbage, spinach and even bean sprouts) among Tesco shoppers have surged.  Full article available here 



3.14. [bookmark: _Hlk65236986]Spike in German household fruit and vegetables buying
In Germany, people have bought as much as 14% more fresh vegetables in 2020 than the previous year and the value of both fruit and vegetables sales rose 9%.  

In 2020, Germans bought far more tomatoes than carrots or cucumbers. The volume purchased was more than ten percent higher than in 2019. Of the tomatoes bought, 45% were small varieties. However  German households bought four percent fewer fruits than vegetables in 2020. The average price per kg of fruit was 12% higher than in 2019. Avocados, mangos, and blueberries are becoming more popular. The most-purchased fruit in Germany is the apple. Bananas are in a close second place, with oranges in a distant third. 

The Netherlands' ( at 37% of the supply) is the most important fruit and vegetable supplier .   That involves a combination of Dutch-grown and imported products.  Full article available here 
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2021 - WTO notifications - 25-02-21.xlsx
SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/234		Emergency notification		15/02/2021		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207) except heat–treated products		Pleven in Bulgaria		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products from Pleven in Bulgaria		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in Pleven in Bulgaria, the United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Pleven in Bulgaria.
These measures include:
1. Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products and day-old chicks and hatching eggs from Bulgaria to the United Arab Emirates;
2. Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat and table eggs and their non-heat treated products from Pleven in Bulgaria to the United Arab Emirates;
3. Consignments of table eggs and poultry meat and their products from Pleven in Bulgaria that were produced after 12 January 2021 are not allowed to be exported to the United Arab Emirates;
4. Consignments of poultry meat and table eggs and their non-heat treated products from non-infected province in Bulgaria will be released according to the health certificate form for export of "meat and meat products" and the health certificate form for export of "table eggs and egg products" currently used, provided that the competent authorities in Bulgaria should send a health statement saying that the imported product(s) from areas where Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) has not been registered within a radius of 25 km around the farm/slaughterhouse/packing establishment the source of the products on at least for a period of not less than three months before production, and all necessary precautions have been taken to prevent the consignment from being in contact with any source of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI). This is to be done temporarily until the approval of the health certificate forms is completed between the two countries;
5. Continue to allow the importation of heat-treated poultry products (treated meat and treated egg products) from all provinces in Bulgaria.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/235		Emergency notification		15/02/2021		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207) except heat–treated products		Finland		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products from Finland		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in Finland, the United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Finland.
These measures include:
1. Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products and day-old chicks and hatching eggs from Finland to the United Arab Emirates;
2. Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat and table eggs and their non-heat treated products from Finland to the United Arab Emirates until the approval of the health certificate forms (health certificate for export of "meat and meat products" and the health certificate for export of "table eggs and egg products") are approved between the two countries;
3. Continue to allow the importation of heat-treated poultry products (treated meat and treated egg products) from all regions in Finland.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/515		Regular notification		17/02/2021		Australia		Dairy, honey, processed foods, seafood, eggs, wool, meat, plant, in-edible meat products (such as pet food), skins and hides, pharmaceuticals, live animal and reproductive material				Updates to Phytosanitary Certificates for Agricultural Exports from Australia		Australia is implementing new export legislation, the Export Control Act.  Consequently, from 28 March 2021, the reference to the year of the Export Control Act, which currently refers to 1982, shall be removed from all sanitary and phytosanitary certificates issued by Australia's competent authority, the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.


Further, the reference to department names underneath the Australian Government crest will be updated to read "Australian Government" except i) where an importing country expressly requires the name of the competent authority to appear on the certificate; and ii) for plant certificates.


Australia is removing the signature of the Chief Veterinary Officer from all electronically issued meat, dairy, egg, non-prescribed goods and seafood health certificates. This will be replaced with the National Veterinary Technical Manager's (Dr Stewart Lowden) signature who will have oversight of the export systems in accordance with OIE and Codex guidance on certification arrangements. Australian health certificates that have a manual signature applied will continue to bear the signature of departmental officers authorised to sign export health certification and apply the department seal.


Signatories for live animal, reproductive material, grain, seed and horticulture phytosanitary certificates will not change. Plant export certificates will update references to "Authorised Officer" with the term "delegate".
 
The planned changes do not affect the agreed attestations for market access, the department's regulatory controls over exports, or the bilaterally agreed information regarding the consignment details described on the certificate.
 
Australia's updated certificates will be released during March 2021. Updated plant certificates will be released on 15 March 2021. There will be a short transition period where old and new certificates may be presented to border officials for clearance of goods.		Food safety; Animal health; Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1372		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Canada		β-amylase from Bacillus flexus AE-BAF (ICS Code: 67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Food Enzymes to Enable the Use of β-amylase from Bacillus flexus AE-BAF in Various Foods - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0161		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of β-amylase from Bacillus flexus AE-BAF as a food enzyme in various foods: brewers' mash used in the production of ale, beer, light beer, malt liquor, porter, stout; bread, flour, whole wheat flour; starch used in the production of dextrins, dextrose, glucose (glucose syrup), glucose solids (dried glucose syrup) or maltose; and unstandardized bakery products.


β-amylase from barley malt is already permitted for use in Canada as a food enzyme in the manufacture of all the foods of interest to the petitioner other than brewers' mash.


The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of β-amylase from B. flexus AE-BAF for its requested uses. Consequently, Health Canada has enabled the use of β-amylase from this source described in the information document by modifying the List of Permitted Food Enzymes, effective 9 February 2021.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; ;		24/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1373		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Canada		Spirulina extract (ICS Code: 67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Colouring Agents to Extend the Use of Spirulina Extract to Certain Unstandardized Foods - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0160		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of Spirulina extract in various foods.


Spirulina extract is already permitted for use as a colouring agent in a variety of foods at a maximum level consistent with Good Manufacturing Practice. The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of Spirulina extract for the new uses of interest to the petitioner. Consequently, Health Canada has extended the use of Spirulina extract as described in the information document by modifying the List of Permitted Colouring Agents, effective 8 February 2021.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for inquiries or for those wishing to submit new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; ;		23/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1374		Regular notification		16/02/2021		Canada		Pesticide propiconazole in or on wheat (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Propiconazole (PMRL2021-03)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-03 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for propiconazole that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1             Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                      Wheat2,3
1 ppm = parts per million
2 It is proposed that the existing MRL of 0.09 ppm for wheat be revised to 0.01 ppm.
3 It is proposed that the existing MRL of 0.2 ppm for wheat bran and wheat germ be revoked. Following the revocation of the 0.2 ppm MRL for wheat bran and germ, these wheat commodities will be regulated under the proposed wheat MRL of 0.01 ppm.		Food safety; ;		27/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1375		Regular notification		16/02/2021		Canada		Pesticide dimethoate in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Dimethoate (PMRL2021-04)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-04 is to consult on the proposed MRL revocations and revisions for dimethoate and corresponding commodities identified in the PMRL.		Food safety; ;		27/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1376		Regular notification		19/02/2021		Canada		Pesticide thiabendazole in or on bananas, mangoes and papayas (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Thiabendazole (PMRL2021-05)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-05 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for thiabendazole that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
10                      Mangoes, papayas
9.0                     Bananas2
1 ppm = parts per million
2 This MRL is proposed to replace the current MRL of 0.4 ppm for bananas.		Food safety; ;		04/05/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CHE/82/Add.3		Addenda regular		22/02/2021		Switzerland		Phytosanitary products (customs tariff heading 3808)				Amendment of Annex 1 to the Ordinance on phytosanitary products (OPPh)		The Ordinance on phytosanitary products (RS 916.161, OPPh) was notified in document G/SPS/N/CHE/82 of 19 December 2019. The OPPh establishes conditions for the placing on the market of phytosanitary products. Annex 1 to the OPPh contains a list of active substances that may be used as phytosanitary products in Switzerland. A new substance is included in this Annex if, once the application accompanying the request has been examined, it meets the conditions established in Article 5. The following amendment of the OPPh includes new substances and removes several substances from Annex 1, as stipulated in the attached draft document.		Food safety; ;		23/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CHL/660/Add.2		Addenda regular		15/02/2021		Chile		Fresh, chilled or frozen swine meat and swine meat products				Protocol for the entry into Chile of fresh, chilled or frozen swine meat and swine meat products from areas free from African swine fever (ASF) in countries affected by ASF		Please be advised that the draft measure, notified on Wednesday 6 January 2021, has been withdrawn.		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CHL/667		Regular notification		19/02/2021		Chile		Fresh Hass avocado pears (Persea americana)		Mexico		Resolución 766/2021 - Modifica Resolución 4.634, de 2004, Que norma requisitos fitosanitarios de ingreso de frutos frescos de palta (Persea americana), variedad Hass, desde los municipios que indica en el Estado de Michoacán, Estados Unidos de México, y que derogó Resolución 27, de 2003 (Resolution No. 766/2021 amending Resolution No. 4.634 of 2004 which regulates phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of fresh Hass avocado pears (Persea americana) from the indicated municipalities in the state of Michoacán, Mexico, and repealing Resolution No. 27 of 2003)		The notified Resolution removes section 8 from Resolution No. 4.634 of 2004, which established the conditions for transit through Chile of fresh Hass avocado pears (Persea americana) produced in the municipalities of Uruapan, Salvador Escalante, Peribán de Ramos, Tancítaro, Nuevo Parangaricutiro (San Juan), Ario de Rosales and Taretan in the state of Michoacán, Mexico. However, by means of Resolution No. 1.551 of 1998 and the amendments thereto, the Agriculture and Livestock Service (SAG) establishes the requirements for the transit through Chile of plant products. The purpose of the notified Resolution is therefore to improve the application of the regulations on the transit of goods through Chile.
Further details can be found in the document attached to this notification.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/COL/325		Regular notification		17/02/2021		Colombia		Packaged drinking water and ice for human consumption				Proyecto de resolución "Por la cual se establecen los requisitos sanitarios que deben cumplir el agua potable envasada y el hielo para consumo humano en el territorio nacional" (Draft Resolution establishing the sanitary requirements to be met by packaged drinking water and ice for human consumption in national territory)		The notified regulatory measure establishes the sanitary requirements to be met by packaged drinking water and ice for human consumption that are manufactured, processed, packaged, stored, transported, imported and marketed in Colombian territory, with the aim of ensuring that the products are safe and protecting and preventing any possible damage to human health.		Food safety; ;		18/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/CRI/235/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/02/2021		Costa Rica		unrooted cuttings, rooted cuttings and plants with roots of purslane (Portulaca spp., Portulaca hybrid, Portulaca oleracea and Portulaca grandiflora), for sowing				Resolution No. 006-2021-NR-ARP-SFE establishing phytosanitary requirements for the importation of unrooted cuttings, rooted cuttings and plants with roots of purslane (Portulaca spp., Portulaca hybrid, Portulaca oleracea and Portulaca grandiflora), for sowing, originating from the state of Texas, United States of America		Costa Rica wishes to provide notification of the publication and entry into force of the mandatory phytosanitary measures for the importation of unrooted cuttings, rooted cuttings and plants with roots of purslane (Portulaca spp., Portulaca hybrid, Portulaca oleracea and Portulaca grandiflora), for sowing, originating from the state of Texas, United States of America.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/CRI/21_1163_00_s.pdf		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/GBR/5		Emergency notification		19/02/2021		United Kingdom		Plants for planting of Coffea, Lavandula sp. Nerium oleander, Olea europaea, Polygala myrtifolia, Prunus dulcis and Rosmarinus officinalis				The Official Controls and Phytosanitary Conditions (Amendment) Regulations 2021		Part 3 of the Official Controls and Phytosanitary Conditions (Amendment) Regulations 2021 introduces amendments to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072, to include additional measures to prevent the establishment or spread of Xylella fastidiosa (Wells et al.) in Great Britain. The aim of these measures is to protect GB biosecurity generally, i.e. plant/trees growing in the wider environment, and protect GB businesses which trade in Xylella host plants from the impact of restrictions which would be imposed following an outbreak of Xylella. 

Under the new measures, imports of the highest risk host plants (Polygala and Coffea) are only allowed from countries where Xylella is known not to occur.
 
The existing requirements applying to the import of other host plants (olive, almond, lavender, rosemary and Nerium oleander) from countries where Xylella is known to occur have been strengthened. Imports will only be permitted under certain conditions, including inspections of the place of production and the surrounding area, testing, pre-export inspections and a one-year quarantine period prior to import.
 
The existing requirements for plants from countries where Xylella is not known to occur, which include annual official inspection, with sampling and testing of the plants, are to be maintained.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/262		Regular notification		17/02/2021		India		Plants and plant materials and other regulated articles as per Plant Quarantine (Regulation of import into India) Order, 2003 and its Amendments.
Apple and blueberry		United Kingdom and Georgia		Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Ninth Amendment) Order, 2020		The Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Ninth Amendment) Order, 2020 seeks to further liberalize provisions governing import of apple (Malus domestica) and blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) under Schedule VI of the Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003. This notification will further allow import of plants and plant materials into India.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		28/02/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/774/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/02/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09)
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08)
- Animal originated products (HS: 05.04)
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.10 and 07.13)
- Cereals (HS: 10.01, 10.03 and 10.05)
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01, 12.05 and 12.06)
- Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Standards and Specifications for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Imazapyr notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/774 (dated 21 August 2020) were adopted and published on 9 December 2020.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/775/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/02/2021		Japan		Cereals (HS: 10.05)				Standards and Specifications for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Tolpyralate notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/775 (dated 21 Augsut 2020) were adopted and published on 9 December 2020.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/776/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/02/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.06, 02.07 and 02.09)
- Fish and crustaceans (HS: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04 and 03.06)
- Animal originated products (HS: 05.04)
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.14)
- Edible fruit (HS: 08.08, 08.09 and 08.11)
- Tea and spices (HS: 09.02, 09.10)
- Cereals (HS: 10.05 and 10.06)
- Animal fats and oils (HS: 15.01 and 15.02)				Standards and Specifications for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards, final rule)		The proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for Oxolinic Acid notified in G/SPS/N/JPN/776 (dated 21 August 2020) were adopted and published on 9 December 2020.
The specified MRLs are available as below:		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/829		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.08 and 02.09) 
-Dairy produce (HS Code: 04.01) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.02, 07.04, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.14) 
- Edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrus fruit (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
- Tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
- Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Codes: 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Cyflumetofen.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/830		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Japan		Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS Code: 12.12)				Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Thiencarbazone-methyl.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/831		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS Codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06, 03.07 and 03.08) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04) 
- Cereals (HS Code: 10.06)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Pesticide: Tiadinil.		Food safety; ;		16/04/2021		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes).		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/832		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Animal originated products (HS Code: 05.04)
- Animal fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Veterinary drug: Dichloroisocyanuric acid.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/833		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Japan		All foods				Revision of the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc. under the Food Sanitation Act (Revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed designation of substances used as an ingredient of agricultural chemicals and other chemical substances that is stipulated to be "not detected" in foods for the following agricultural chemical:
Veterinary drug: Gentian violet.		Food safety; ;		16/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KGZ/17		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Kyrgyz Republic		Goods (products) subject to phytosanitary control				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on Amendments to the Common quarantine phytosanitary requirements for quarantine products and quarantined objects on the customs border and the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)		This draft provides for the amendment of the existing requirements with the following:
- provisions allowing the movement of quarantine products between the Member States of the EAEU in hand luggage and passengers' luggage without a phytosanitary certificate;
- provisions allowing to import into the customs territory of the EAEU and move through its territory fruits and berries infected with quarantine species of lecanium, scale insects, bacteria, viruses, viroids, nematodes and phytoplasmas;
- requirements for carrot seeds, seeds, micro-plants and minitubers of potato, raw sugar beet seeds for sowing, seedlings, stocks and cuttings of cherry (Prunus mahaleb), peach (Prunus persica), sweet cherry (Prunus avium) and olive (Olea europaea), seedlings of fuchsia (Fuchsia), carnations (Dianthus), pumpkin crops, onion species (Allium spp.) and asparagus rhizomes;
- clarification of the requirements for seed and planting material for a wide range of agricultural and forestry crops;
- clarification of the requirements for fresh vegetables, fruits and berries;
- special quarantine phytosanitary requirements for peat in relation to its production in areas free of the polyphagous humpbacked fly (Megaselia scalaris).		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		16/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KGZ/18		Regular notification		15/02/2021		Kyrgyz Republic		Live plants, including their roots, cuttings, slims and mushroom spawn (HS Code: 0602)				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision on amendments to the Part I of the List of quarantined products (quarantined freights, quarantined materials, quarantined goods) subject to quarantine phytosanitary control (supervision) at the customs border of the Eurasian Economic Union and in the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union (hereinafter "the List")		The Draft includes mushroom spawn to the List of quarantined products with a high phytosanitary risk.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		16/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/707		Regular notification		17/02/2021		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Procedures and Requirements for On-Site Inspection of Foreign Facilities and Foreign Establishments (MFDS Notice)		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1) Revise and streamline the sanitation standards for foreign food facilities and foreign establishments (Annex 1): 
-  Duplicate items in the standards are merged and removed: from 91 items to 71 items;
2) Revise and streamline the checklist for foreign food facilities (Annex 2):
- Duplicate items in the checklist for food facilities are merged and removed: from 122 items to 80 items;
3) Revise and streamline the checklist for foreign establishments (Annex 3): 
- Duplicate items in the checklist for mammal slaughterhouses are merged and removed: from 164 items to 160 items;
- Duplicate items in the checklist for poultry slaughterhouses are merged and removed: from 144 items to 142 items;
- Duplicate items in the checklist for meat cutting and packaging plants are merged and  removed: from 107 items to 102 items;
- Duplicate items in the checklist for livestock processing plants are merged and removed: from 109 items to 105 items;
- Duplicate items in the checklist for egg packaging plants are merged and removed: from 77 items to 76 items;
4) Revise and streamline miscellaneous provisions (Attached Forms 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, Attached Form 2):
- A due date for a reply to MFDS' official statement on on-site inspection is added (MFDS Notice, Article 5, paragraph 2, subparagraph 2);
- Wording has been updated and modified.		Food safety; ;		19/03/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/642/Add.1		Addenda emergency		18/02/2021		New Zealand		Seeds - Solanum lycopersicum, Solanum lycopersicum x Solanum habrochaites, Capsicum annuum, Capsicum baccatum, Capsicum cardenasii, Capsicum chinense, Capsicum eximium, Capsicum frutescens, Capsicum microcarpum, Capsicum pendulum, Capsicum pubescens seeds for sowing		Israel		Reinstatement of import pathways for Solanum lycopersicum and Capsicum seeds for sowing of Israel origin into New Zealand		On 17 December 2020, the New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) temporarily suspended import pathways for species of Solanum lycopersicum and Capsicum seeds for sowing of Israel origin, due to detection of Tomato brown rugose fruit virus. This virus is considered a regulated pest by New Zealand.  
MPI has now lifted the suspension and reinstated trade on these pathways, as the NPPO of Israel have investigated the reported detections and undertaken actions that provide MPI with sufficient assurance that future imports of tomato and capsicum seeds of Israel origin into New Zealand will be free from Tomato brown rugose fruit virus.

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/news-and-resources/consultations		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/644		Regular notification		16/02/2021		New Zealand		Melon, strawberry, scallopini and zucchini		Australia		Import Health Standard 152.02: Importation and Clearance of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables into New Zealand. Standard Commodity Sub-class: Fresh Fruit/Vegetables melon, zucchini, scallopini and strawberry		MPI is undertaking a public consultation on the addition of irradiation as a phytosanitary measure for the management of fruit flies on imported fresh melon (Cucumis melo), scallopini (Cucurbita pepo), strawberry (Fragaria sp.), and zucchini (Cucurbita pepo) from Australia.		Plant protection; ;		29/03/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/868/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/02/2021		Peru		passion fruit (Passiflora edulis) plants		Chinese Taipei		Directorial Resolution No. 0021-2020-MINAGRISENASA-DSV		The notified Directorial Resolution establishes the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of passion fruit (Passiflora edulis) plants originating in and coming from Chinese Taipei.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/PER/21_1129_00_s.pdf		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/881/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/02/2021		Peru		Kiwi Seed		New Zealand		Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of kiwi seed from New Zealand		The National Agrarian Health Service (SENASA) hereby advises that Directorial Resolution No. 0022-2020-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSV, which establishes the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of kiwi seed originating in and coming from New Zealand, was published in the Official Journal El Peruano on 25 November 2020.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/PER/21_1162_00_s.pdf		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/911		Regular notification		16/02/2021		Peru		Live specimens of Transeius montdorensis (Schicha, 1979)		Spain		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de especímenes vivos de Transeius montdorensis (Schicha, 1979) de origen y procedencia España (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of live specimens of Transeius montdorensis (Schicha, 1979) originating in and coming from Spain)		The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of live specimens of Transeius montdorensis (Schicha, 1979) originating in and coming from Spain, following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; ;		17/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/912		Regular notification		16/02/2021		Peru		Fresh pomegranates		Uzbekistan		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de fruta fresca de granada (Punica granatum L.) de origen y procedencia Uzbekistán (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing mandatory phytosanitary requirements for the importation of fresh pomegranates (Punica granatum L.) originating in and coming from Uzbekistan)		The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements for the importation into Peru of fresh pomegranates (Punica granatum L.) originating in and coming from Uzbekistan, following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; ;		05/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/491		Emergency notification		19/02/2021		Philippines		HS Code: 0105 - Live poultry, "fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowls"; HS Code: 0207 - Meat and edible offal of fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowls, fresh, chilled or frozen; HS Code: 0407 Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked; HS Code: 04071 - Fertilised eggs for incubation; HS Code: 04072 - Other fresh eggs; HS Code: 040790 - Birds' eggs, in shell, preserved or cooked; HS Code: 05119 - Other		Czech Republic		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 16 Series of 2021, Temporary Ban on the Importation of Domestic and Wild Birds and their Products Including Poultry Meat, Day-old Chicks and Semen Originating from Czech Republic		The Order, signed on 15 February 2021, institutes the following emergency measures for the importation of domestic and wild birds and their products from the Czech Republic: 
1) Ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their products, including poultry meat, day-old chicks, eggs and semen;
2) Immediate suspension of the processing, evaluation of the application and issuance of SPS import clearance for the above-stated commodities;
3) Stoppage and confiscation of all shipments of the above-stated commodities (with exception on heat-treated products) into the country by all Veterinary Quarantine Officers/Inspectors at all major ports of entry.		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/210		Regular notification		16/02/2021		Russian Federation		Food products				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision On Amendments to the Customs Union Technical Regulation "On Safety of Food Products" (CU TR 021/2011)		The draft provides for maximum residue levels of veterinary medicinal preparations (pharmacologically active substances) in unprocessed and processed food products of animal origin.		Food safety; ;		06/04/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/211		Emergency notification		17/02/2021		Russian Federation		Live poultry, poultry products, birds' eggs (HS Codes: 0105; 0106; 0207; 0407)		Finland		Letter of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-ARe-7/3672-3 of 12 February 2021		The Rosselkhoznadzor introduced a temporary restriction on import of life poultry, poultry products and birds' eggs from Finland due to the outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza.		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/212		Emergency notification		19/02/2021		Russian Federation		Tomatoes (HS Code: 0702)		Netherlands		Letter of the Federal Service for the Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance (Rosselkhoznadzor) No. FS-YUSH-3/4010 of 15 February 2021		Rosselkhoznadzor, on the basis of the detection of pepino mosaic virus in fresh tomatoes originated in Senegal and supplied from the Netherlands, imposed a temporary restriction on imports of tomatoes which are accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate for re-export issued in the Netherlands.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/447/Add.1		Addenda emergency		22/02/2021		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry meat, eggs and their products		Mazowieckie in Poland		Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Mazowieckie, Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Łódzkie and Wielkopolskie in Poland		Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) has issued the Administrative Order of Ref. No. 11981 dated 14 December 2020 (29/04/1442 AH) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Mazowieckie in Poland". On 16 February 2021, SFDA has subsequently issued the Administrative Order Ref. No. 18714, entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Łódzkie and Wielkopolskie in Poland".


Following OIE reports dated 3 and 10 February 2021, Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) outbreaks have occurred in Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Łódzkie and Wielkopolskie in Poland. In compliance with the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 10.4, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of HPAI into the country. Therefore, the import of poultry meat, eggs and their products (with the exception of processed poultry meat and egg products exposed to either heat or other treatments that ensure deactivation of avian influenza viruses) from Mazowieckie, Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Łódzkie and Wielkopolskie in Poland into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/154		Regular notification		22/02/2021		Ukraine		Veterinary drugs, animals, animal feed, animal by-products				Law of Ukraine "On veterinary medicine and animal welfare"		The Law regulates the following issues:
- the welfare of farm animals and the creation of appropriate conditions for their keeping and slaughter;
- registration and circulation of veterinary drugs;
- the use of antimicrobial drugs that will prevent the antibiotic resistance among animals and improve the epizootic situation in Ukraine, and facilitate minimization of the use of antibiotics in animal husbandry.
The law introduces the following:
- reduction of the number of veterinary documents, which will simplify doing business in the field of animal husbandry, the issuance of appropriate veterinary documents and prescriptions both in paper and electronic forms;
- introduction of indefinite (perpetual) registration of veterinary medicines;
- simplification of import of live animals into the territory of Ukraine in certain cases;
- application of a risk-based approach to the planning and implementation of state control of livestock facilities;
- increasing responsibility in case of violations of legislation in the field of veterinary medicine and animal welfare;
- development of veterinary practice.		Food safety; Animal health; The Law is developed for the purpose of systemic and comprehensive regulation of social relations in the field of animal health and welfare, veterinary practice, production, circulation and use of veterinary drugs, taking into account the international obligations of Ukraine.;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3223		Regular notification		17/02/2021		United States of America		Bean, dry, seed; Bean, succulent; Celery; Fruit, citrus, group 10-10; Fruit, citrus, group 10-10, dried pulp; Fruit, pome, group 11; Pepper; Potato; Tomato				Streptomycin; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of streptomycin in or on the fruit, citrus, group 10-10 and fruit, citrus, group 10-10, dried pulp.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3224		Regular notification		17/02/2021		United States of America		Beet, sugar, roots				Ethaboxam; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of ethaboxam in or on beet, sugar, roots.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3225		Regular notification		17/02/2021		United States of America		Beet, sugar, dried pulp; Beet, sugar, leaves; Beet, sugar, roots; Blueberry, lowbush				Benzovindiflupyr; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of benzovindiflupyr in or on lowbush blueberries, ginseng, and sugar beet roots, leaves, and dried pulp.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3226		Regular notification		19/02/2021		United States of America		Almond, hulls; Fruit, small, vine climbing, except fuzzy kiwifruit,  subgroup 13-07F; Nut, tree, group 14-12				Orthosulfamuron; Pesticide Tolerances		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of orthosulfamuron (1-(4,6-dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl)-3-{[2- (dimethylcarbamoyl)phenyl]csulfamoyl{time} urea) in or on Almond, hulls; Fruit, small, vine climbing, except fuzzy kiwifruit, subgroup 13-07F; Nut, tree, group 14-12.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3227		Regular notification		19/02/2021		United States of America		Tea, dried; Tea, instant				Emamectin Benzoate; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of emamectin benzoate in or on tea commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3228		Regular notification		19/02/2021		United States of America		Tea, dried; Tea, instant				Fluxametamide; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of fluxametamide in or on tea, dried and tea, instant.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3229		Regular notification		19/02/2021		United States of America		Caneberry subgroup 13-07A; Onion, bulb, subgroup 3-07A; Wheatgrass, intermediate, bran; Wheatgrass, intermediate, forage; Wheatgrass, intermediate, germ; Wheatgrass, intermediate, grain; Wheatgrass, intermediate, middling; Wheatgrass, intermediate, shorts				Clopyralid; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of clopyralid in or on the caneberry subgroup 13-07A, the bulb onion subgroup 3-07A, and intermediate wheatgrass bran, forage, germ, grain, middling, shorts, and straw.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN
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