[image: PMAC logo 500x240]
PMAC weekly update 18th February to 25th February

1. Government agencies: WTO Notifications; Customs advice on Preparing for Brexit

2. New Zealand News:  Minister travels to UAE and Egypt; Fruit fly trap checks stepped up; Food Standards Australia New Zealand report on strawberry tampering; Seed business sale approved by commissions; Kiwifruit sector front-foots campaign to find pickers; Apple crop of excellent quality expected; Potatoes New Zealand continues work after potato mop-top virus find; New Zespri Chairman; Farmers must comply with society’s expectations; New species of fruit fly found in Auckland; 

3. International news: GAIN reports; Tariffs: Gove wants protection on "sensitive" products; UK to sign post-Brexit trade continuity accord with Israel; EFSA to share data on open-access platform; No-Deal Brexit could cost grocery sector billions; Supermarkets will have to take a look at their margins; Germany remains a very price-sensitive market; Delay concerns over piece-level inspection; Successful brand structure and promotion are key to market success"; Why is premium fruit becoming cheaper and cheaper in China?; Why have fruit imports increased over the years?; China & US start new round of trade talks in Washington; Report raises new glyphosate fears; Thermolabel registers temperature of fruit and veg; Picvert goes for the label ‘Cultivated without Pesticides’; Paper replacement for polyethene mulches; "No genetic engineering means people die"; Global organic acreage grows by 20%; Swedish vertical farming company Plantagon International bankrupt; Gut bacteria adapting to New Zealanders' love of fruit and veg;  ‘Blueberries can help lower blood pressure’

Editors comments
The big news of the last week has been the Fruit Fly incursions in Auckland. At the time of writing we still have 2 male QFF on Northshore and 2 male Facialis in Otara.  This week will give us a better idea of how widespread populations of both species are.  MPI has done a good job of keeping the  media associated with the incursions as adequate but not over the top. The best place to keep up with the latest news is at Queensland fruit fly

In the international section I find the Chinese and sustainability sections interesting. This week there are two articles speculating about the price/ demand for imported fruit in China. The articles in themselves say very little but over the last month there has been a steady stream of similar articles. It is obvious that the Chinese know they are the market ever exporter wants to enter.  The market is now becoming very sophisticated and there is more and more fruit entering the market. I predict we will only see competition increase into China and exporters will need to have good relationships and be prepared to build brand if they are going to make money. 

Two  articles in particular are worth a read. ““Picvert goes for the label ‘Cultivated without Pesticides” – gives an idea of marketing to the environmentally aware without going organic and “No genetic engineering means people die” - a thought provoking commentary on GE and climate change.

1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: ]                                                                                                      

1.1. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Australia – Change to MRL’s
· Canada import of Corylus species and MRL’s
· Thailand Maximum levels for contaminants and toxins in food"

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
[image: ]                                                                                     

1.2. [bookmark: _Hlk1985130]Customs advice on Preparing for Brexit
Customs advises New Zealand businesses exporting goods to the United Kingdom to prepare for the UK to leave the European Union on 29 March this year, with no-deal in place.
 
The Customs website (www.customs.govt.nz/brexit) contains useful information on what New Zealand businesses can do to prepare for a no-deal Brexit, as well as information on what Customs is doing to prepare for Brexit. If you're a New Zealand business and concerned about the impact of Brexit on your exports to the UK or EU: phone Customs toll-free on 0508 BREXIT (0508 273 948) or email brexit@customs.govt.nz.      Read more
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2. New Zealand News 
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2.1. Minister travels to UAE 
Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor travelled to the United Arab Emirates last week.   “In Dubai he went to Gulfood, the world’s largest food and beverage trade exhibition, to support New Zealand suppliers.” Full article available here



2.2. Fruit fly trap checks stepped up
Hundreds of fruit fly traps will be checked daily and monitoring of the greater Auckland region will be stepped up following the discovery of a second Queensland fruit fly, Biosecurity Minister Damien O’Connor said. “I have asked Biosecurity New Zealand to check the hundreds of traps within the North Shore area of Auckland by the weekend instead of the internationally accepted practice of once a fortnight, then to expedite a check of all 2000 Queensland fruit fly traps across Auckland. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                              Commentary 

2.3. Food Standards Australia New Zealand report on strawberry tampering
The government’s response to tampering with Australian strawberries this past year was timely, but areas to improve have been identified in a Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) report.
These include centralizing incident coordination to include relevant government agencies such as police, and improving the consistency and messaging associated with such an event. The report made seven recommendations and raised the idea of industry, government and law enforcement doing mock exercises to develop relationships and processes.

The report said all parties should review food incident response protocols and ensure formal links between regulators, health departments and police are in place for incidents involving intentional contamination and a body for the horticulture industry is required to support crisis preparedness and response in the sector. An investigation found a complex supply chain with a need for strengthened traceability and contingency planning in the strawberry industry and other high-risk horticulture sectors. Supply chain vulnerabilities are the many touch points from field to pack house, transport, retail and consumer, the seasonal nature of work and labour hiring practices leading to difficulties in monitoring workers and co-mingling as produce from more than one farm or supplier is combined.

“The power and use of social media was acknowledged as having a significant impact in this incident, both negatively potentially exacerbating ongoing tampering incidents and positively gathering consumer support for the strawberry industry,” according to the report. Full article available here 
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2.4. Seed business sale approved by commissions 
 Approval by the Commerce Commission has been given to Denmark-based DLF seeds to purchase PGG Wrightson’s seed and grain business. This was due to the commission being satisfied that the acquisition would not be likely to substantially lessen competition in any of its markets. The Australian Competition and Consumer commission also gave clearance for the sale. The agreement remains conditional on approval under the New Zealand Overseas Investment Act, change of control consents from certain joint venture partners as well as the completion of required regulatory filings in Uruguay. Last year Michael Midgley, chief executive of New Zealand Shareholders Association criticised the sale, saying it would be detrimental to PGW. Full article available here 


2.5. [bookmark: _Hlk1985215]Kiwifruit sector front-foots campaign to find pickers
The kiwifruit industry is pulling out all the stops to make sure the 2019 harvest, which starts mid-March, isn’t short of workers. New Zealand Kiwifruit Growers Incorporated (NZKGI) Chief Executive Officer Nikki Johnson says the amount of green and gold kiwifruit on the vines is forecast to be even higher than last year’s harvest, meaning around 18,000 workers will be needed. “Last year, the harvest was at least 1,200 workers short at the peak – we don’t want a repeat of that.”

To promote seasonal jobs in kiwifruit, Johnson says NZKGI is running a broad labour recruitment campaign, targeting local students, unemployed kiwis, retirees and backpackers, to show them what the industry can offer and address any misconceptions about the work. “While we want to employ local kiwis as a first priority, we’re casting the net far and wide to attract as many seasonal workers as possible,” she says

Johnson says that a lot of incorrect information exists about working with kiwifruit making it harder to recruit people who would otherwise get a lot out of seasonal work. “That includes the pay rates – they are actually very competitive. We will highlight the facts about kiwifruit work through our campaign to rectify myths.” Johnson says kiwifruit work is an excellent option for backpackers looking to earn money while they travel and sightsee. “We’ll also be emphasising the long-term and permanent career roles available, as well – kiwifruit seasonal work spans up to 48 weeks in the year. As New Zealand’s largest horticultural earner, it’d be great to see more kiwis reaching out to their local kiwifruit employers and discussing potential career pathways that may be on offer.” View the Kiwifruit Jobs video here.       Full article available here



2.6. Apple crop of excellent quality expected
New Zealand’s apple and pear crop is forecasting a gross crop of 604,500 tons is 2.5% up on 2018’s yield. However, New Zealand Apples & Pears chief executive Alan Pollard says the result of the good growing season can be seen in fruit quality.    “The broad portfolio of varieties that we offer has changed dramatically since the mid-2000s, when Royal Gala and Braeburn accounted for almost 80% of NZ exports,” says Pollard.  “Today, Royal Gala remains our largest export variety accounting for around 30% of total exports. But varieties such as Braeburn continue to decline: that particular variety’s planted area was down 7% over 2018 and export volumes are expected to be down 8% for 2019. Full article available here 



2.7. Potatoes New Zealand continues work after potato mop-top virus find
Overall there’s been lots of rain across the potato growing regions this season which has  meant the occurrence of black leg (bacteria) and powdery scab, which have been a concern in some areas. 
Both these diseases can be transmitted via machinery and equipment and their presence this summer is a reminder to ensure to practice good farm hygiene as we enter and leave properties, especially as Powdery Scab is the known vector for Potato Mop-Top Virus (PMTV).  Details of both these SROs, including photographs of symptoms, can be found in the latest edition of the HANDBOOK of pests and diseases for New Zealand potato growers – 2018 update.

As 2019 kicks off, PNZ continues to work alongside Biosecurity New Zealand in response to the PMTV incursion.  Intelligence gathering continue, test tubers and carry out soil bait testing. The situation remains much the same as it did at the end of 2018, with positive tests in the Canterbury region so far – the only region where field testing has been undertaken to date.  Full article available here 



2.8. [bookmark: _Hlk1985247]New Zespri Chairman 
Bruce Cameron officially takes over from Peter McBride this week as the new Zespri Chairman . Bruce brings considerable experience and leadership to the role and will build on the excellent success Zespri has achieved in recent years under former Chairman McBride. 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.9. Farmers must comply with society’s expectations
 A key theme of the 32nd annual Fertiliser and Lime Research Centre workshop at Massey University was that compliance means meeting both requirements of the regulator and expectations of society. For example, water quality is becoming more important for individuals and companies also have to follow regulations. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                         Biosecurity            
2.10. [bookmark: _Hlk1985266]New species of fruit fly found in Auckland
A second type of fruit fly has been found in a surveillance trap in the Auckland suburb of Otara.
This fly (Bactrocera facialis - the "facialis fruit fly") is a different species to the Queensland fruit fly and the detection is not related to the current Devonport situation. The solitary male fly was formally identified earlier this week and given no further facialis fruit flies have been found, officials are confident there is no indication there is an incursion of facialis.

Facialis is native to Tonga where it badly affects crops of capsicum and chilli but appears to be less harmful to other fruit and vegetables. It is a tropical fruit fly species so New Zealand's climate may not provide an ideal home for it. For more information: www.biosecurity.govt.nz/protection-and-response/responding/alerts/fruit-flies     Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However, the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:

a) Germany  Product Brief, Fresh Fruit, Fresh Deciduous Fruit, Stone Fruit, Strawberries, Citrus, Germany is one of the largest markets for fruit in Europe.  The relative affluence of its population of 83 million people makes it an attractive outlet for exporters from many countries. . Product Brief Fresh Fruits_Berlin_Germany_2-5-2019

b) Japan 2018 Exporter Guide Japan is the fourth largest export market for U.S. exporters of food and agricultural products.   The total Japanese food and drink market was valued at over $769 billion in 2017.   Exporter Guide_Osaka ATO_Japan_12-27-2018

c) Malaysia Exporter Guide  Malaysia’s multi-billion dollar food industry is driven by an expanding economy, increased consumer spending and a very healthy tourism industry.  Although the country’s halal requirements complicate trade for certain products, Malaysia’s trade and regulatory policies are relatively open and provide opportunities for a broad range of imported foods and beverages.Exporter Guide_Kuala Lumpur_Malaysia_1-30-2019

d) Singapore  Exporter Guide  Singapore’s highly import dependent, multi-billion dollar food industry is driven by robust consumer spending, high disposable incomes and intense urbanization.   Exporter Guide_Singapore_Singapore_1-30-2019

e) Singapore Export Certificate Report This report discusses food and agricultural export product certificates currently required by the Singapore Government.  Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Report_Singapore_Singapore_1-31-2019

f) Turkey Exporter Guide for Turkey The Republic of Turkey has a young population of 81 million people fuelling consumption. The country is in a Customs Union with the EU and is the 17th largest economy in the world. Exporter Guide_Ankara_Turkey_2-12-2019
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3.2. Tariffs: Gove wants protection on "sensitive" products
Michael Gove told Britain’s food industry that the government will protect “sensitive” homegrown food with import tariffs in the event of a no-deal Brexit. Gove would not rule out zero tariffs for arable crops however, saying the tariffs would be prioritised towards meat such as beef and “particularly” lamb. The biggest import tariffs into EU currently mostly apply to animal products, but fruit and veg also has some duty protections from major producers like the US, Argentina, China and North Africa, which could impact domestic fresh produce. Gove also said he “would not hesitate” to provide financial support to the most vulnerable sectors. Full article available here 

The environment secretary said: “The government is, of course, doing everything it can not just to secure a deal but also to mitigate the impact of leaving without a deal. The NFU and others have made strong arguments about the need to ensure stronger tariff protection for British farming than any other sector of the economy. According to huffingtonpost.co.uk¸ it was also unclear whether fruit, flowers and vegetable growers would have access to a sizeable global seasonal workers scheme. Full article available here



3.3. UK to sign post-Brexit trade continuity accord with Israel
The UK and Israel are to sign an agreement, meant to ensure continuity in trade relations after Britain leaves the EU. Bilateral commerce reached $11 billion in 2018, a 15 percent increase over the previous year. The UK reached a similar agreement with Switzerland last week, allowing it to continue trade without any additional tariffs. Full article available here 



3.4. EFSA to share data on open-access platform
In a report published last week, European Food Safety Association (EFSA) lays out how it intends to share data collected in areas such as: food consumption habits; pesticide residues in food; chemical contaminants and additives in food; foodborne disease outbreaks; and antimicrobial resistance.
The data will be made available on Knowledge Junction, EFSA’s curated, open repository, which was set up to improve transparency, reproducibility and reusability of evidence in food and feed safety risk assessments. The first datasets will be published this year.

The report was drafted by EFSA data specialists in close consultation with experts and authorities from EU Member States. It includes a review of the measures that individual countries are taking to provide public access to government data. Food and feed safety organisations are taking different approaches, but the availability of food safety data is increasing year by year. “We hope our report will help to stimulate the adoption of an open data policy in the food safety domain across Europe,” 
Full article available here 
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3.5. No-Deal Brexit could cost grocery sector billions
According to an analysis by operational improvement specialist Newton, the UK grocery industry could lose up to £4.5 billion of revenue in the three months after Brexit if retailers and manufacturers are not prepared by 29 March. The figure is based on an estimated 20% additional gaps on supermarket shelves due to supply issues caused by a no-deal Brexit. Newton’s research suggested that when this happens, 50% of people will buy an alternative product but 50% won’t buy anything at all.

Newton is recommending that retailers and manufacturers take five steps to mitigate fallout:
1. Focusing on produce availability and wastage
2. Evaluating the supply chain and collaborating extensively
3. Sensible stockpiling
4. Mitigating labour availability
5. Improving a store’s visual appeal Full article available here



3.6. [bookmark: _Hlk1985527]Supermarkets will have to take a look at their margins 
As the Brexit deadline approaches, people in the UK are being told to stock up on toilet rolls and soup! But the general feeling within the trade, especially for bigger companies, is to just to wait and see what will happen. Paul Tomlinson from Davis Worldwide has a very relaxed attitude to the impending deadline, “This is what we do, and we will continue to do it regardless. We are still buying fruit and vegetables, we are using the Euro rate when we are forward buying to keep the price stable. There is no point stockpiling goods, that will just mean paying more to store them. People just have to be careful and not over commit or panic buy.”

The customs services have already said that if lorries are taking too long to get through the port, they will just let them pass, as they do at the moment. This whole situation might encourage people to get back to eating seasonal produce or even growing their own.” Full article available here 



3.7. Germany remains a very price-sensitive market
Germany is one of the largest markets for fruit in Europe. Germany, with a population of 82.8 million (16%of the EU-28 total population), has the largest economy in Europe and is a leading European market for foods and beverages. In 2017, food retail sales in Germany totalled 243 billion Euro (approx. USD274 billion)

In 2013, German households spend 23 Euro (approx. USD 25) per month on fruits. Germany is the 6th largest fruit producer in the EU-28 and the largest fruit consumer. In MY 2016/174, Germans consumed approximately 8.1 million MT of fruit, including frozen and canned fruits on a fresh weight basis. Germans show a preference for fresh fruits, but in MY2016/17 consumed 73,515 MT of frozen fruits and 122,000 MT of dried fruits. The top five fruits consumed in Germany are apples, bananas, oranges, grapes, and clementine’s. However, Germans are also quite familiar with exotic fruits such as mangos, passion fruit, avocados, and lychees. Click here for the full report.    Full article available here 



3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk1980261]Delay concerns over piece-level inspection
Fresh produce into Australia will undergo compulsory security screening via x-ray or metal detector from 1 March if it arrives at airports without prior security clearance. It’s not just fruit and vegetables that will need to meet the requirement, but all Australian exported air cargo regardless of article or destination.

Growers and traders can choose to either register as a ‘Known Consignor’, meaning they must meet certain security protocols to bypass airport screening at the take-off point or have goods screened by a Registered Air Cargo Agent (RACA).However, both Dominic Jenkin, CEO of the Australian Horticulture Exporters’ and Importers’ Association (AHEIA) and a representative from a global airline told Fruitnet that around two weeks out from the implementation date there are only a handful of RACAs on the list.

The aforementioned airline representative said the 1 March implementation date will be interesting to watch as it falls on a Friday which is a typical peak period for the week. “Our terminal operator has published an additional 3 hours in lodge-in times but a lot of us are anticipating a longer lead time would be required.” Jenkin predicts a 24-hour delay at terminals, while Australian aircraft service group, Menzies Aviation cite an additional six-hour allowance for the new screening process. 
Full article available here 
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3.9. Successful brand structure and promotion are key to market success"
"The annual import volume of fruit into China has been around 4 million tons in the last 3 years. The average annual fruit import value was around 5.5 billion USD. This volume, however, only accounts for 3%-5% of the volume in China's fruit market. There is still great potential for imported fruit in the Chinese market, and in high-end markets in particular. Because the disposable income of Chinese consumers continue to increase every day, as does their awareness of healthy foods and  China continues to open up the market to more countries
. 
"The two greatest influencing factors in the competitive fruit trade are price and brand. The continuous increase in living standards in China mean that some previously high-end, expensive fruits have become relatively common products.  part from this, branding has become one of the most important ways for consumers to recognize various fruits in the past few years. Several larger trading companies have recognized this development and stepped up the pace of branding in the fruit industry. Zespri kiwifruit, for example, has become the first choice for many consumers looking for kiwifruit. It is particularly important in the multi-layered fruit market of China to establish a unique brand and carry out effective promotional activities.  "One expression that vividly describes the Chinese economy is that 'Chinese economy is not a small pond, but an ocean. 'Full article available here



3.10. Why is premium fruit becoming cheaper and cheaper in China?
Consumers prefer more high-end products as their disposable income grows. However, some premium fruits are not that rare and expensive anymore. China represents a great potential market and countries that export to China see their export volume grow every year. The previously rare premium fruits have thus become more common and more affordable. China has also lowered the customs tariffs in recent years to allow Chinese consumers to enjoy more imported fruits. Some countries even enjoy zero-tariffs, which again lowers the market price of premium fruit in China.
Full article available here 



3.11. [bookmark: _Hlk1985591]Why have fruit imports increased over the years?
China's consumer market is changing. Income levels are relatively higher, especially as the disposable income of middle- and high-end income groups is increasing. Although the price( of imported fruit)  is higher, consumers are willing to pay and try. They want to experience the new fruit in person or give it as a gift to friends and relatives. Imported fruit is a very popular gift in China, which is one of the reasons why fruit imports have grown so fast in these years." Full article available here



3.12. China & US start new round of trade talks in Washington
Chinese Vice Premier Liu He, US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin co-chair the formal opening of a fresh round of high-level economic and trade talks at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building of the White House in Washington D.C., the United States, on Feb. 21, 2019. With the current round counted in, there have been three rounds of talks between the two sides in less than a month since the end of January. Full article available here 
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3.13. [bookmark: _Hlk1985620]Report raises new glyphosate fears
People with high exposure to glyphosate are 41 per cent more likely to develop a type of cancer called non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL), new research has found. Scientists at the University of Washington said their findings support “a compelling link” between exposures to glyphosate-based herbicides, such as the world’s most popular weed killer Roundup, and an increased risk of NHL.
The Guardian reported that Monsanto and its German owner Bayer are facing more than 9,000 lawsuits in the US brought by people with NHL who think Monsanto’s glyphosate-based herbicides are to blame for their condition. A spokesperson from Bayer/Monsanto said the study was “flawed” and contradicted extensive science from regulators, including the European Food Safety Authorities (EFSA), the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), the EPA and Health Canada.

Sarah Mukherjee, chief executive of the UK Crop Protection Agency (CPA), added that the debate around glyphosate’s safety was more about politics and activism than science. Full article available here 




3.14. Thermolabel registers temperature of fruit and veg
The operating group Thermolabel is moving forward in the development of a label that registers the temperature of fruits and vegetables. It would be a highly reliable label with the capacity to constantly register and authenticate the temperatures to which perishable products (mainly fruits and vegetables) have been subjected. The objective is to protect the cold chain during the entire process from field to the point of sale.  Full article available here 



3.15. [bookmark: _Hlk1985645]Picvert goes for the label ‘Cultivated without Pesticides
 For a few years now, the company Picvert has been wanting to reduce its use of phytosanitary products. “Given the political context in which many molecules are being removed from the market, and the fact that consumers are turning to healthier products, conventional agriculture is going to be facing more and more challenges. So, it is wiser to find cultivation alternatives in line with a sustainable development approach. 

Why go for Zero-Pesticide Cultivation instead of Zero-Pesticide Residue? First of all, Louise specifies that the zero-pesticide residue approach is easier to implement in a controlled environment like greenhouses than in open fields where we have no power over what goes on in the neighbouring fields. It is therefore more difficult to guarantee that a product grown in open fields is completely free of pesticides.
 “With the zero-pesticide residue, it is not forbidden to use pesticides. It only means that no pesticide residue can be found in the final products. At Picvert, we were leaning more towards not using them at all,” explains Louise.

“We practice crop rotation a lot, which is one of the first steps to get healthy crops. We are currently on a 5- to 7-year rotation cycle, which allows us to diversify soil life and to have cultures that are less affected by diseases. But if we turn to organic farming, we must convert our land and all crops cultivated on it must be organic. However, we want a smooth evolution towards a cultivation without pesticides, by choosing which productions we wish to convert. Moreover, contrary to the organic farming requirements, we use conventional seeds,” indicates Louise.

On the other hand, however, it is interesting to know that the company exceeds some of the organic farming requirements. “We chose not to use any chemical pesticide at all, or any copper-based products which are commonly used in organic farming,” explains Louise. “Instead, we use bio-control products from microorganisms and mushrooms. We also use ancestral farming techniques and mechanization.” Full article available here



3.16. [bookmark: _Hlk1985663]Paper replacement for polyethene mulches
AgroPaper is a renewable and compostable paper that is designed to replace the plastic material used by many farmers and growers for 'mulching' when growing vegetables. Mulching refers to placing a material (mulch) on the ground to improve the soil around plants, to prevent weeds and to preserve the temperature of the soil.

Researchers found a way to use long needle fibres from sustainably managed local forests as the basis for the new paper. The removal of polythene that is most commonly used for mulches can be difficult and costly and leaves behind small fragments that may be consumed by animals. AgroPaper, on the other hand, is an environmentally friendly material that biodegrades safely and harmlessly as compost in the ground.  Full article available here



3.17. "No genetic engineering means people die"
Prof. David Zilberman is holder of the Robinson Chair in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at the University of California. Berkeley is not enthusiastic about the organic food trend, "If someone in the West wants to pay six times more for each leaf, there's nothing wrong with that," he says. "Organic food is like riding on horseback. It's not more efficient, it doesn't really pollute less, but it's fun. 

The problem starts when people try to force this attitude on the rest of the world. "Europeans go to Africa or poor countries in Asia and say, 'Don't use pesticides' or 'Don't use genetic engineering on fruits and vegetables,' 'Don't make the same mistakes we made.' But isn't it because of those 'mistakes' that our life expectancy has become so much longer that the pension funds are collapsing? 

Without pesticides and genetic engineering, the environmental damage would be enormous. Who will suffer as a result? Not the people living in the city and eating organic food; it will be the people who will have no fruits and vegetables at all. What about people who have no money? In Africa or Albania, you call what they eat 'junk food;' for them, it's food."

Zilberman is not an unquestioning advocate of pesticides and genetic engineering, but he wants us to stick to the facts and balance different needs. "The challenge is to understand the whole system. Regulation can do this, sometimes more successfully than people think," he says. He cites the example of golden rice in Bangladesh. "500,000 people around the world go blind every year because of a lack of Vitamin A. Golden rice, which has been genetically engineered to contain a larger concentration of this vitamin, can prevent this, because rice is a basic nutritional item in the nations with people at risk," Zilberman argues. "The opponents of genetic engineering also opposed golden rice, because they thought that it was a slippery slope that would lead to more genetically engineered crops, a takeover of rice crops by giant companies, and a reduction in the diversity of rice strains in the world. Meanwhile, however, people are going blind because of this opposition. As a result of an article of mine, which analysed the risks and benefits of approving golden rice, 100 Nobel Prize winners signed a letter supporting this crop. That happened in 2017, and in 2018, several countries finally approved golden rice."

"People say, 'Genetic engineering belongs to the giant companies,' but genetic engineering belongs to humanity, not to them. A rich person with a full belly can say, 'I prefer not to take a chance.' Someone who is starving has to take risks.

"Although average global warming on Earth won't be so great, in certain regions, especially those that are already hot and dry, warming will be very significant, and food can't be grown there as a result. In regions that are cold now, on the other hand, it will be possible to grow much more food as a result of the change. "We therefore believe that the big problem caused by the change will not be a general worldwide shortage of food; it will be migration. The food that can't be grown in excessively hot regions can be grown elsewhere; that's not so terrible. But will people living in places where agriculture becomes difficult be able to move as they wish to a place with a more comfortable climate? Will the US open its gates to the Mexicans? Will the Europeans embrace the Africans? "The solution lies in the development of technology that will enable farmers in the hot and dry countries to continue growing enough food, despite the change." Full article available here



3.18. Global organic acreage grows by 20%
In 2017, the organic acreage worldwide reached a record high level, with 70 million hectares; 20% more than in the previous year, according to the statistical yearbook "Looking at per capita spending, the study points to Switzerland as the leader, with 288 Euro per person. Denmark has the largest market share for bio products (13.3% of the total), while India has the largest number of producers (835,200 of the 2.9 million that were accounted for worldwide in 2017). Lastly, in terms of acreage, Australia leads the ranking with 35.6 million hectares, followed by Argentina (3.4 million hectares) and China (3 million hectares).Full article available here 



3.19. Swedish vertical farming company Plantagon International bankrupt
Another major vertical farming bankruptcy. Last week, Plantagon International has been declared bankrupt. Cashflow problems turned out to be insurmountable for the Swedish company.

Plantagon International is headquartered in Stockholm and describes themselves as an Agritechture company. "Plantagon moves food and food production into the city by implementing technical solutions into existing city infrastructure", they explain on their website. " The company made it into the news regularly with their city and indoor farming concepts and plans - like the 'plantscraper' and office blocks containing 60-metre high urban farms. Last year, the first Plantagon farm was opened, partly owned by Plantagon International.   Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                                   Health   

3.20. Gut bacteria adapting to New Zealanders' love of fruit and veg
New Zealand have discovered a gut bacterium that specialises in breaking down a hard-to-digest substance found in plants. This suggests that the human gut microbiome is evolving to accommodate our increased consumption of fibre-rich foods. Plant & Food Research scientists discovered a new human gut bacterium: Monoglobus pectinilyticus. It is the first specialist bacterium for pectin degradation and utilisation. Pectin is a plant’s natural barrier to protect against bacterial attacks. It is also a primary source of dietary fibre for humans. Full article available here 



3.21. ‘Blueberries can help lower blood pressure’
A new study published in the Journal of Gerontology Series A has found that eating 200 gr of blueberries every day for a month can lead to an improvement in blood vessel function and a decrease in systolic blood pressure in healthy people.

Effects on blood vessel function were seen two hours after consumption of the blueberry drinks and were sustained for one month even after an overnight fast. Over the course of the month, blood pressure was reduced by 5mmHg. This is similar to what is commonly seen in studies using blood pressure lowering medication. If the changes we saw in blood vessel function after eating blueberries every day could be sustained for a person's whole life, it could reduce their risk of developing cardiovascular disease by up to 20%."   Full article available here 
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2019 - WTO notifications - 18-02-19.xlsx
All SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of communication to CRN		Date of reception at CRN		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Products covered (HS codes)		Notification Keywords		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		International standard, guideline or recommendation		Conformity with International Standard		Proposed date of adoption		Proposed date of adoption - Free text		Proposed date of publication		Proposed date of publication - Free text		Proposed date of entry into force		Proposed date of entry into force - Free text		Effect of measure on trade		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English		French		Spanish		Record details

		G/SPS/N/ARE/175		Emergency notification		10/02/2019		11/02/2019		11/02/2019		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat-treated meat		0105 - Live poultry, that is to say, fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowls.; 010511 - -- Fowls of the species Gallus domesticus; 0207 - Meat and edible offal, of the poultry of heading 01.05, fresh, chilled or frozen.; 0407 - Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked.		Animal diseases; Animal health; Avian Influenza; Food safety; Human health; Zoonoses		Kuwait, the State of		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs, poultry meat and table eggs from Kuwait		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 6 February 2019 regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in the State of Kuwait, United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from the State of Kuwait. These measures include:
1. Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks and hatching eggs, poultry meat and table eggs and their untreated products originating from the State of Kuwait, except heat-treated products.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 10.4 of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										06/02/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/454/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		Australia		Fresh dates (greater than 30% moisture content) (Phoenix dactylifera)		0804 - Dates, figs, pineapples, avocados, guavas, mangoes and mangosteens, fresh or dried.				Algeria; Bahrain, Kingdom of; Egypt; Iran; Iraq; Israel; Jordan; Kuwait, the State of; Lebanese Republic; Libya; Morocco; Oman; Pakistan; Palestine; Qatar; Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of; Syrian Arab Republic; Tunisia; Turkey; United Arab Emirates and Yemen		Final report for the review of biosecurity import requirements for fresh dates from the Middle East and North Africa region		The Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources has completed this risk analysis for loose, fresh date fruit (greater than 30% moisture content) (Phoenix dactylifera) from Algeria, the Kingdom of Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, the State of Kuwait, the Lebanese Republic, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestinian territories, Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen into Australia. The final report recommends a combination of risk management measures and a system of operational procedures that will reduce the risks associated with the importation of fresh date fruit from countries and territories in the Middle East and North Africa region to achieve Australia's appropriate level of protection.
The final report recommends that the importation of fresh date fruit into Australia from the Middle East and North Africa region meets Australian biosecurity requirements subject to a range of risk management measures, including measures for spider mites (three species), fruit flies (three species) and mealybugs (two species).
The draft report for this risk analysis was published on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website on 31 July 2018 for a 60 day stakeholder consultation period, SPS notification G/SPS/N/AUS/454.
The completed report is available in English on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website at http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/memos/ba2019-P02.		Plant protection; 																						Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/AUS/468		Regular notification		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		Australia		Foods in general				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Veterinary drugs				Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (29 January 2019)		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Azoxystrobin, Cyproconazole, Fenoxycarb, Fenvalerate, Fipronil, Florpyrauxifen-benzyl, Phosphorous acid and Thiabendazole in specified plant commodities.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CAC/MRL 1 Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Pesticides 2009
CAC/MRL 2 Maximum Residue Limits for Veterinary Drugs in Food 2009
CAC/MRL 3 Extraneous Maximum Residue Limits (EMRLs) 2001 and subsequent variations to relevant standards as adopted or revoked by the Commission; 		No Certain proposed limits may differ from Codex limits.
The scientific methodology used by Australia to establish MRLs is consistent with international best practice. Countries set MRLs according to the good agricultural practice (GAP) or good veterinary practice (GVP) applicable to their region. Agricultural and veterinary chemical use patterns differ between different production regions and countries as pests, diseases and environmental factors vary. This means that Australian MRLs for agricultural and veterinary chemicals in food may differ from Codex standards. Australia's residues assessment processes for agricultural chemicals are available at: https://apvma.gov.au/node/1037. Australia's residues assessment processes for veterinary chemicals are available at: https://apvma.gov.au/node/719.				Adoption anticipated April 2019.										Not applicable		22/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1482		Regular notification		12/02/2019		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		Brazil		Swine meat		0203 - Meat of swine, fresh, chilled or frozen.		Food safety; Human health				Normative Instruction (Instrução Normativa) nº 79 of 14 December 2018		Approval of ante-mortem and post-mortem inspection procedures based on risk for swine.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Codex of Hygienic Practice for Meat (CAC/RCP 58-2005); 		Yes 		17/12/2018				17/12/2018				16/01/2019				Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1214/Add.1		Addenda regular		08/02/2019		11/02/2019		11/02/2019		Canada		Pesticides tetrachlorvinphos, carbofuran, diazinon, dicofol, dinocap, diphenamid, disulfoton, nicotine, phosalone, pirimicarb, sodium trichloroacetic acid (TCA), and vinclozolin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080, 67.100, 67.120)								Established Maximum Residue Limits: Tetrachlorvinphos, carbofuran, diazinon, dicofol, dinocap, diphenamid, disulfoton, nicotine, phosalone, pirimicarb, sodium trichloroacetic acid (TCA), and vinclozolin		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for tetrachlorvinphos, carbofuran, diazinon, dicofol, dinocap, diphenamid, disulfoton, nicotine, phosalone, pirimicarb, sodium trichloroacetic acid (TCA), and vinclozolin notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1214 (dated 19 November 2018) was adopted 6 February 2019.
 
The proposed MRLs for tetrachlorvinphos were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:

MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
10                   Apples
1.5                  Fat of cattle
1.5                  Fat of hogs
10                   Grapes
1.5                  Meat of cattle
1.5                  Meat of hogs
1.5                  Meat by-products of cattle
1.5                  Meat by-products of hogs
 
1 ppm = parts per million
 
The MRLs for carbofuran, diazinon, dicofol, dinocap, diphenamid, disulfoton, nicotine, phosalone, pirimicarb, sodium trichloroacetic acid (TCA) and vinclozolin on corresponding commodities identified in PMRL2018-44 have been revoked.
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1215/Add.1		Addenda regular		08/02/2019		11/02/2019		11/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide kresoxim-methyl in or on tangerines (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)								Established Maximum Residue Limit: Kresoxim-methyl		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for kresoxim-methyl notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1215 (dated 19 November 2018) was adopted 6 February 2019. The proposed MRL was established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and is provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
9.0                Tangerines
 
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1217/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide amisulbrom in or on raisins, grapes and tomatoes (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)								Established Maximum Residue Limits: Amisulbrom		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for amisulbrom notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1217 (dated 20 November 2018) was adopted 12 February 2019. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
 1.0               Raisins
 0.5               Grapes
 0.4               Tomatoes
 
1 ppm = parts per million
 
 MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1218/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide mandestrobin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.100, 67.120)								Established Maximum Residue Limits: Mandestrobin		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for mandestrobin notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1218 (dated 20 November 2018) was adopted 12 February 2019. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
0.01                   Eggs, fat, meat and meat byproducts of cattle, goats, hogs, horses, poultry and sheep, milk
 
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1219/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide isopyrazam in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)								Established Maximum Residue Limits: Isopyrazam		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for isopyrazam notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1219 (dated 20 November 2018) was adopted 12 February 2019. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
    0.5             Tomatoes (crop subgroup 8-09A), bell peppers
    0.3             Melons (crop subgroup 9A)
 
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are established for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 																						Not applicable		EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1233		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		11/02/2019		Canada		Plants and plant parts of Corylus spp. intended for propagation (excluding seed) (HS codes: 060210001003, 060210001006, 060220001805, 060220001809, 060290002626)		060210 - - Unrooted cuttings and slips; 060220 - - Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts; 060290 - - Other		Pests; Plant health		Current trading partner: Continental United States of America		RMD-18-01: Pest Risk Management Document – Deregulation of Anisogramma anomala, causal agent of eastern filbert blight		The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) intends to deregulate Anisogramma anomala (Peck) E. Müll, the causal agent of eastern filbert blight.
 
Upon publication of the aforementioned document, the CFIA will no longer maintain phytosanitary import requirements related to A. anomala for the commodities listed in section 3 of this notification; nor will the CFIA enforce Schedule II of the Plant Protection Regulations pertaining to the domestic movement restrictions applied to commodities regulated for A. anomala. Additionally, the pathogen will be removed from the List of Pests Regulated by Canada and Plant Protection Directive D-00-03: Import requirements from the United States and domestic movement requirements for material to prevent the introduction of eastern filbert blight into British Columbia will be rescinded.
The decision took into account several factors, including pest risk assessments, international obligations, and the results of domestic consultation.		Plant protection; 		International Plant Protection Convention;International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures N° 1, 2, 5, 19; 		Yes 		29/03/2019				29/03/2019								Trade facilitating measure		15/03/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1234		Regular notification		07/02/2019		07/02/2019		11/02/2019		Canada		Corylus spp. nuts for consumption (HS codes: 080221408301, 080221408302, 080222408301, 080222408302, 080290408204, 080290408205)		080221 - -- In shell; 080222 - -- Shelled; 080290 - - Other		Pests; Plant diseases; Plant health		Current trading partner: Continental United States of America		RMD-18-02: Pest Risk Management Document – Deregulation of Cydia latiferreana (filbertworm)		The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) intends to deregulate Cydia latiferreana.
 
Upon publication of the aforementioned document, the CFIA will no longer maintain phytosanitary import requirements related to Cydia latiferreana for the commodities listed in section 3 of this notification; nor will the CFIA enforce Schedule II of the Plant Protection Regulations pertaining to the domestic movement restrictions applied to commodities that are regulated for Cydia latiferreana. Additionally, the pest will be removed from the List of Pests Regulated by Canada.
The decision took into account several factors, including pest risk assessments, international obligations, and the results of domestic consultation.		Plant protection; 		International Plant Protection Convention;International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures N° 1, 2, 5, 19; 		Yes 		29/03/2019				29/03/2019								Trade facilitating measure		15/03/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1235		Regular notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		13/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide penflufen in or on bulb vegetables (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Plant health				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Penflufen (PMRL2019-01)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2019-01 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for penflufen that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1               Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                     Bulb vegetables (crop group 3-07)
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		None; 		Currently, there are no Codex MRLs listed for penflufen in or on any commodity on the Codex Alimentarius Pesticide Index webpage.				Normally within four to five months from the posting of the Proposed MRL document on the Health Canada website.										Not applicable		22/04/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1236		Regular notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		13/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide aminoethoxyvinylglycine hydrochloride in or on sweet cherries (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Plant health				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Aminoethoxyvinylglycine hydrochloride (PMRL2019-02)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2019-02 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for aminoethoxyvinylglycine hydrochloride that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1          Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.08                    Sweet cherries
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; 		None; 		Currently, there are no Codex MRLs listed for aminoethoxyvinylglycine hydrochloride in or on any commodity according to the Codex Alimentarius Pesticide Index webpage.				Normally within four to five months from the posting of the Proposed MRL document on the Health Canada website.										Not applicable		22/04/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1237		Regular notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		13/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide difenoconazole in or on cranberries (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Plant health				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Difenoconazole (PMRL2019-03)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2019-03 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for difenoconazole that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1           Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.6                       Cranberries
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; 224 Difenoconazole; 		No Currently, there are no Codex MRLs listed for difenoconazole in or on cranberries on the Codex Alimentarius Pesticide Index webpage.				Normally within four to five months from the posting of the Proposed MRL document on the Health Canada website.										Not applicable		23/04/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1238		Regular notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		13/02/2019		Canada		Pesticide penthiopyrad in or on caneberries and bushberries (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Plant health				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Penthiopyrad (PMRL2019-04)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2019-04 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for penthiopyrad that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1                Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
10                           Caneberries (crop subgroup 13-07A)
6.02                                 Bushberries (crop subgroup 13-07B)
1 ppm = parts per million
2 Lowbush blueberries and lingonberries belong to Bushberries (crop subgroup 13-07B). The MRL of 6.0 ppm is proposed to replace the currently established MRLs of 3.0 ppm for lowbush blueberries and lingonberries, and establish new MRLs for the remaining food commodities in the crop subgroup.


MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; 253 Penthiopyrad; 		No Currently, there are no Codex MRLs listed for penthiopyrad on caneberries or bushberries on the Codex Alimentarius Pesticide Index webpage.				Normally within four to five months from the posting of the Proposed MRL document on the Health Canada website.										Not applicable		23/04/2019				EN		FR				Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/573/Add.2		Addenda regular		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		Chile				0106 - Other live animals.										Animal health; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 																												ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/578/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		Chile														Animal health; 																												ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CHL/582/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		18/02/2019		Chile														Animal health; 																												ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/CRI/208		Regular notification		14/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		Costa Rica				060220 - - Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts		Pests; Plant diseases; Plant health; Territory protection								Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		International Plant Protection Convention;		Yes 		24/01/2019				24/01/2019				24/01/2019				Trade facilitating measure		16/04/2019								ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/305		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		European Union		Live animals and animal products		01 - Live animals		Animal diseases; Animal health; Human health				Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/1629 of 25 July 2018 amending the list of diseases set out in Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council on transmissible animal diseases and amending and repealing certain acts in the area of animal health ('Animal Health Law')		Regulation (EU) 2016/429 on transmissible animal diseases ('Animal Health Law') establishes a single harmonised list of transmissible animal diseases ('listed diseases') which pose a risk to animal or public health in the Union and which are relevant for the Union intervention. This list comprises of five diseases set out in Article 5(1) of this Regulation, and diseases set out in its Annex II, which is amended by the notified Regulation.
The list of animal diseases was reviewed by the Commission based on set criteria pre-determined in the basic regulation relevant to protect animal and public health in the Union. The notified Regulation (EU) 2018/1629 amends that Annex II accordingly, by using the mentioned pre-set criteria. The list has been developed following a comprehensive science based preparatory work, largely based on the scientific opinions provided for this purpose by EFSA.
 
The list of animal diseases in this regulation takes account of the OIE international standards and is created with a view to focus the Union intervention to the diseases for which harmonised measures need to be taken at the Union level. The management of diseases listed by the OIE but not listed in Regulation (EU) 2018/1629 will not be managed at EU level but could be managed by the EU member States at national level.

The date of application of this Regulation is 21 April 2021.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		None; 		The listing of diseases in Regulation (EU) 2018/1629 is in line with the general principles set up in the OIE Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes. It serves for the EU internal management of animal diseases.

The list is in general shorter (narrower) than the OIE list of diseases because it serves a different purpose, i.e. defining animal diseases that are addressed at Union vs. member State level.		25/07/2018				31/10/2018				20/11/2018				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/306		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		European Union		Live animals and animal products		01 - Live animals		Zoonoses				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1882 of 3 December 2018 on the application of certain disease prevention and control rules to categories of listed diseases and establishing a list of species and groups of species posing a considerable risk for the spread of those listed diseases		Regulation (EU) 2016/429 in Article 5 and Annex II establishes a harmonised list of transmissible animal diseases ('listed diseases') which pose a risk to animal or public health in the Union. Those listed diseases require different management approaches, set out in Article 9 of the basic regulation, which depend on the seriousness of their impact on public or animal health, economy, society or the environment. The basic regulation sets out predefined criteria for the categorisation of listed disease in order to lay down which listed diseases are to be subject to which management measures. This Commission Implementing Regulation assigns the above referred categories of measures to listed diseases, based on pre-set criteria.
 
In addition, the rules for the prevention and control of a specific transmissible animal disease should apply to species of animals, which can transmit the disease in question, in accordance with the criteria set out in Article 8 of the basic regulation. This implementing regulation assigns to each listed disease a list of such animal species to which the measures for specific listed diseases will apply in the Union ('listed species').

The date of application of this Regulation is 21 April 2021.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		None; 		The categorisation of diseases and listing of animal species in set out in Regulation (EU) 2018/1882 is in line with the general principles set up in the OIE Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes. It serves for the EU internal management of animal diseases.

The categorisation of animal diseases is set up here for the purposes of the EU management of listed diseases, depending of the level of impact of those diseases and the measures that will need to be taken for them in the European Union.		03/12/2018				04/12/2018				24/12/2018				Not applicable				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/307		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		European Union		Novel foods		15 - Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats; animal or vegetable waxes		Food additives; Human health				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/108 of 24 January 2019 authorising the change of specifications of the novel food ingredient lipid extract from Antarctic Krill (Euphausia superba) under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the change of specifications of the novel food ingredient lipid extract from Antarctic Krill (Euphausia superba).		Food safety; 		None; 				24/01/2019				25/01/2019								Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/308		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		European Union		HS Code: 2309 - Preparation of a kind used in animal feeding		2309 - Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding.		Animal feed; Feed additives				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/111 of 24 January 2019 concerning the authorisation of hop extract (Humulus lupulus L. flos) as a feed additive for weaned piglets, pigs for fattening and minor porcine species weaned and for fattening (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of the substance as a feed additive in the category of "sensory additive" subsequent to the evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) ex Article 4(1) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Code of practice on Good Animal Feeding CAC/RCP 54-2004; 		Yes 		24/01/2019				25/01/2019				14/02/2019				Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/309		Regular notification		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		European Union		HS Code 2309 - Preparation of a kind used in animal feeding		2309 - Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding.		Animal feed; Feed additives; Food safety; Human health				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/49 of 4 January 2019 concerning the authorisation of sodium selenite, coated granulated sodium selenite and zinc-L-selenomethionine as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of the three substances as feed additives in the category of "nutritional additive" subsequent to the evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) ex Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding CAC/RCP 54-2004; 		Yes 		04/01/2019				14/01/2019				03/02/2019				Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/EU/310		Regular notification		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		18/02/2019		European Union		HS codes 0208 50 00 and 0210 93 00		021093 - -- Of reptiles (including snakes and turtles); 020850 - - Of reptiles (including snakes and turtles)		Bacteria; Food safety; Human health; Salmonella				Draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 as regards Salmonella in reptile meat (Text with EEA relevance)		Considering the potential significant health risk posed by the possible presence of Salmonella in reptile meat, a food safety criterion should be laid down in Regulation (EC) No 2017/2005 for reptile meat. This food safety criterion should oblige food business operators to take measures at previous stages of reptile neat production contributing to the reduction of the presence of all serotypes of Salmonella with public health significance.		Food safety; 		None; 						2nd quarter 2019										Not applicable		19/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/IND/231		Regular notification		04/02/2019		04/02/2019		11/02/2019		India		Boric acid		2528 - Natural borates and concentrates thereof (whether or not calcined), but not including borates separated from natural brine; natural boric acid containing not more than 85% of H3BO3 calculated on the dry weight.; 2810 - Oxides of boron; boric acids.; 3808 - Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, anti-sprouting products and plant-growth regulators, disinfectants and similar products, put up in forms or packings for retail sale or as preparations or articles (for example, sulphur-treated bands, wicks and candles, and fly-papers).		Plant diseases; Plant health				Bureau of Indian Standards (Standards for Boric Acid) Order, 2019		Boric acid shall conform to the Indian Standard IS 10116:2015 and shall bear the Standard Mark under a licence issued by the Bureau of Indian Standards in accordance with the Bureau of Indian Standards (Conformity Assessment) Regulation, 2018:
Provided that nothing in this Order shall apply in relation to goods or articles specified in this clause which is meant for export and which conforms to the specification required by the country of its export.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		None; 						Yet to be decided.										Not applicable				Thirty days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/618		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		Japan		Phytase as a feed additive				Animal feed; Animal health; Feed additives; Food safety; Human health				Amendments of standards and specifications of Phytase		MAFF will add standards and specifications of Phytase to the ministerial ordinance.		Food safety; Animal health; 		None; 						To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/JPN/619		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		Japan		Guanidinoacetic acid as a feed additive				Animal feed; Animal health; Feed additives; Food safety; Human health				Designation of Guanidinoacetic acid as a feed additive		MAFF will designate Guanidinoacetic acid as a feed additive and establish its standards and specifications by the ministerial ordinance.		Food safety; Animal health; 		None; 						To be determined.										Trade facilitating measure				Not applicable		EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/29		Emergency notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		15/02/2019		Kazakhstan		Live poultry and hatching eggs, down and feathers, poultry meat and all poultry products, fodder and feed additives for birds, as well as equipment for the maintenance, slaughter and cutting of birds (HS Codes: 01, 02, 84)		01 - Live animals; 02 - Meat and edible meat offal; 04 - Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey; edible products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included		Animal diseases; Animal health; Food safety; Human health; Newcastle Disease; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization; Zoonoses		California, United States of America		Letter of the Committee of Veterinary Control and Supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the introduction of a temporary restriction		On the basis of the official notification of the World Organisation for Animal Health, the Committee of Veterinary Control and Supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan reports registered outbreaks of Newcastle disease in the territory of California, United States of America. In this regard, from 21 January 2019, temporary restrictions are imposed on the importation of live poultry and hatching eggs, down and feathers, poultry meat and all poultry products, fodder and feed additives for birds, as well as used equipment for the maintenance, slaughter and cutting of birds from California, United States of America into the territory of Kazakhstan.		Food safety; Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 10.9 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										21/01/2019				Trade facilitating measure						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/30		Emergency notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		15/02/2019		Kazakhstan		Live pigs, boar semen, pork meat, including wild boars and its products, and products of its processing, leatherette, horn-test and intestinal raw materials, bristles, hunting trophies obtained from susceptible animal species, feed and feed additives for cats and dogs (HS Codes: 01, 02, 05, 23)		01 - Live animals; 02 - Meat and edible meat offal; 05 - Products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included; 23 - Residues and waste from the food industries; prepared animal fodder		Animal diseases; Animal health; Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE); Food safety; Human health; Zoonoses		Mongolia		Letter of the Committee of Veterinary Control and Surveillance of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the introduction of a temporary restriction		The measure represents a temporary restriction on the importation to the territory of Kazakhstan and transit through the territory of Kazakhstan of live pigs, boar semen, pork meat, including wild boars, and products of its processing, leatherette, horn-test and intestinal raw materials, bristles, hunting trophies obtained from susceptible animal species, feed and feed additives for cats and dogs that have not undergone heat treatment (at a temperature of not less than 70 °C for at least 20 minutes), made from raw materials occurring, used equipment for transporting pigs, products and raw materials of animal origin, content, slaughter and cutting pigs from Mongolia.		Food safety; Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 15.1 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										16/01/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/31		Emergency notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		15/02/2019		Kazakhstan		Live pigs, boar semen, pork meat, wild boars and its products				Animal diseases; Animal health; Bluetongue; Food safety; Human health; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization; Zoonoses		Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany		Letter from the Committee for veterinary control and supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the introduction of temporary restrictions		On the basis of the official notification of the World Organisation for Animal Health, the Committee of Veterinary Control and Supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan reports cases of the disease susceptible species of animals with bluetongue in the territory of Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. In this regard, since 21 January 2019 temporary restrictions are imposed on the importation to Kazakhstan of live cattle, wild, zoo and circus animals susceptible to bluetongue, camels and other representatives of the camelidae family (llama, Alpaca, vicuna), semen of bulls, rams, and goats-producers, embryos of cattle and small cattle from these lands.		Food safety; Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 8.3 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										21/01/2019				Trade facilitating measure						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/32		Emergency notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		15/02/2019		Kazakhstan		Animals, beef, pork, lamb, milk and dairy products, including finished cooked products, non-food raw materials and products obtained from slaughter of animals, equipment for maintenance, slaughter and processing of animals, feed and feed additives for animals (HS Codes: 01, 02, 04, 84)		01 - Live animals; 02 - Meat and edible meat offal; 04 - Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey; edible products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included; 84 - Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof		Animal diseases; Animal health; Food safety; Foot and mouth disease; Human health; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization		Primorsk territory of the Russian Federation		Letter of the Committee of Veterinary Control and Supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the introduction of a temporary restriction		The measure represents a temporary restriction on the importation to the territory of Kazakhstan of susceptible to foot-and-mouth disease, as well as beef, pork, lamb, milk and dairy products, including finished cooked products, non-food raw materials and products obtained from slaughter of animals susceptible to foot-and-mouth disease, used equipment for their maintenance, slaughter and processing, feed and feed additives for animals from the territory of Primorsk of the Russian Federation.		Food safety; Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapter 8.8 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 										14/01/2019				Trade facilitating measure						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/KOR/631		Regular notification		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		13/02/2019		Korea, Republic of		Health functional food products		15 - Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats; animal or vegetable waxes		Food safety; Human health				Proposed Draft Amendments to the "Standards and Specification for Health Functional Foods"		The proposed amendments seek to:
1. Revise standards for acid value and peroxide value in "Edible Oil contain EPA DHA".		Food safety; 		None; 						To be determined.						28/02/2019				Not applicable		14/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/NZL/587		Emergency notification		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		New Zealand		Rosa nursery stock (whole plants, cuttings [dormant and/non-dormant] and tissue cultures) - known host of Grapevine Pinot gris virus				Pests; Plant diseases; Plant health				Import Health Standard 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock		The standard describes the import specifications and entry conditions for nursery stock imported into New Zealand.		Plant protection; 		International Plant Protection Convention;ISPMs 4 and 10; 		Yes 										14/02/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/NZL/588		Regular notification		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		New Zealand		Equine semen and equine embryos		0511 - Animal products not elsewhere specified or included; dead animals of Chapter 1 or 3, unfit for human consumption.		Animal diseases; Animal health; Pest or Disease free Regions / Regionalization		Australia, Canada, European Union, Norway, Switzerland, United States of America		Import Health Standard for Semen and Embryos from Equids		Disease-specific requirements and general requirements for the collection, processing, storage, and transport of equine semen and embryos for export to New Zealand from Australia, Canada, the European Union, Norway, Switzerland, and the United States of America.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Terrestrial Animal Health Code, chapters 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 12.2, 12.3, 12.9; 		No The proposed regulation conforms to the chapters listed above, but also contains additional requirements based on chapters 12.5 and 12.8 which are not specific for equine germplasm, but have been modified.		15/07/2019				15/07/2019				01/03/2020				Not applicable		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/PER/804		Regular notification		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		Peru				01 - Live animals; 02 - Meat and edible meat offal; 1601 - Sausages and similar products, of meat, meat offal or blood; food preparations based on these products.; 1602 - Other prepared or preserved meat, meat offal or blood.		Animal diseases; Animal health; Foot and mouth disease								Animal health; 		None; 				10/03/2019				09/02/2019				10/03/2019				Not applicable										ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/PER/805		Regular notification		13/02/2019		14/02/2019		14/02/2019		Peru				060290 - - Other		Animal diseases; Animal health								Animal health; 		None; 				20/01/2019				14/01/2019				21/01/2019				Not applicable										ES		Record details

		G/SPS/N/SAU/390		Emergency notification		17/02/2019		18/02/2019		18/02/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		0101 - Live horses, asses, mules and hinnies.		Animal diseases; Animal health		Bulgaria		Notice of the Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 403639/79731/1440 dated 28 January 2019 (22/5/1440 H) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of equine from Bulgaria"		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 4, Vol. 32 dated 21 January 2019, which indicates that Equine infectious anaemia has occurred in Bulgaria, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of equine from Bulgaria to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Animal Terrestrial Health Code, Chapter 12.5; 		Yes 										28/01/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/SAU/391		Emergency notification		18/02/2019		18/02/2019		18/02/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		0105 - Live poultry, that is to say, fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowls.; 010511 - -- Fowls of the species Gallus domesticus; 01063 - - Birds:; 0407 - Birds' eggs, in shell, fresh, preserved or cooked.		Animal diseases; Animal health; Avian Influenza; Zoonoses		Kuwait, the State of		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 439861/79731/1440 dated 11 February 2019 (06/06/1440 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on the Importation of Live Birds, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick originating from Kuwait"		Following the OIE report, ref. Vol. 32 - No. 6 dated 6 February 2019, which indicates that High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) outbreak has occurred in the State of Kuwait, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from the State of Kuwait to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is suspended.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Animal Terrestrial Health Code, Chapter 10.4; 		Yes 										11/02/2019				Not applicable						EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/THA/263		Regular notification		12/02/2019		12/02/2019		14/02/2019		Thailand		Foods (ICS Code: 67.040)				Contaminants; Food safety; Heavy metals; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Mycotoxins; Toxins				Draft MOPH Notification, B.E..., entitled "Maximum levels for contaminants and toxins in food"		Since contamination and mycotoxins generally may imply a risk to human health and since Codex has established the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed (CXS 193-1995), the Ministry of Public Health has amended the maximum level requirements of contaminants and toxins in food as follows:


1) The MOPH will revoke several MOPH notifications regarding the ML requirements as shown in Annex 1 and replace them with the MLs as shown in Annex 2 of this draft notification.
 
2) Annex 2 sets out the maximum levels for certain contaminants including:
a) heavy metals (i.e. arsenic, cadmium, mercury, lead and tin);
b) mycotoxins (i.e. aflatoxin, Deoxynivalenol, Fumonisins B1+B2 and Ochratoxin A);
c) other contaminants (i.e. hydrocyanic acid, cyclopropenoid fatty acid, melamine, 3-MCPD); and
d) radionuclides (i.e. Pu-238, I-129, Cs-137 C-14).
 
3) The methods of analysis for concerned contaminants shall comply with the methods prescribed in Annex 3.


4) This draft notification shall not apply to:
 a) food additives, processing aid that comply with MOPH notification Re: food additives;
 b) drinking water in seal container that comply with MOPH notification Re: drinking water in seal container ;
 c) mineral water that comply with MOPH notification Re: mineral water;
 d) flavouring agents that comply with MOPH notification Re: flavouring agents;
 e) other foods with maximum levels of contaminants and toxins that have been specifically announced by MOPH.
 
5) Manufacturers or importers of food shall comply with this draft notification within 180 days from the date of entry into force of this draft notification.
 
6) This draft notification shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 		CodexAlimentariusCommission; CXS 193-1995; 		Yes 				To be determined.										Not applicable		15/04/2019				EN						Record details

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/483		Regular notification		15/02/2019		15/02/2019		18/02/2019		Chinese Taipei		Animals and animal products				Animal diseases; Animal health; Certification, control and inspection				Draft amendment of Articles 18-1 to the Enforcement Rules of Statute for Prevention and Control of Infectious Animal Diseases		In order to strengthen the safety for personnel during border inspection, Article 18-1 was amended and the inspection shall be conducted in centralized inspection areas, warehouse, or other safe areas recognized by the animal quarantine authority.		Animal health; 		World Organization for Animal Health (OIE); Chapters 2.1.1, 2.1.3 and 2.2. of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code; 		Yes 		01/03/2019				20/02/2019				01/03/2019				Not applicable		20/02/2019				EN						Record details





Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/R/93		11/02/2019		Secretariat		 Summary of the meeting of 1 - 2 November 2018 - Note by the Secretariat

		WT/DS291/37/Add.130		15/02/2019		EU		European Communities - Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products - Status Report by the European Union - Addendum
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