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PMAC weekly update 20th to 27th January 

1. Government agencies: WTO Notifications

2. [bookmark: _Hlk31018241]New Zealand News:  NZ’s trade aims advanced at Davos meetings; NZ concludes digital economy trade talks with Singapore and Chile;  NZ minister opens Mumbai facility; New Zealand wants to drop regional obesity rates; Primary sector no more; Zespri to relaunch brand; Zespri’s Momentum 2020 conference; Searching for New Zealand’s Outstanding Food Producers; Seeka marks excellence with MOYA in 2020; Kiwifruit company Baygold convicted on environmental charges; Lucrative spur for NZ cherry exports;  NZ Cherry Corp partners with Techrock to serve the China market; Iwi catch the horticulture wave; Central Otago orchard owner concerned about minimum wage hikes; Soil compaction a worrying trend; Postharvest Symposium in New Zealand November 2020; New Zealand's "most expensive houseplant" sells for $5000

3. [bookmark: _Hlk31018097]International news: GAIN reports; The US PVP: Germplasm deposits are delayed for three years; Iran launches production of vegetable seeds; Japan to fund millions into modernizing horticulture; Chile becomes China's second largest provider of imported fruit; Kuehne + Nagel to accelerate development in Asia Pacific; US: Large-scale and non-family farms dominate production of high value crops; Number of Israeli farms dropped 61% over four decades; Action on biodiversity; Aldi Süd scores with organic fruit and vegetables and fresh products with blemishes; Eat healthy, sleep better

Editors comments 
The end of January. The holiday season is nearly over, we are nearly 1/12 th of the way through 2020 and our politicians are back at work. David Parker has been to the EU and continues to work with other countries to support the WTO and a rules-based trading system . This work will take time but I am confident it will remain a priority no matter who is in power in New Zealand  after the election. 

Looking at trade details  I have recently started receiving emails re TBT notifications.  TBT notifications record technical barriers to trade in a similar way to the SPS notifications  that I have listed since this newsletter began  (which deal only with plant and animal related notifications).  TBT notifications include a wider range of issues such as labelling and grade standards and so I will circulate any that look as though they will have an effect on plant  products ( either in short of long- term timeframes). 

The most interesting articles this week I consider are in the NZ section. Firstly Zespri is relaunching it’s brand to target discerning customers. To me this really underscores the difference for me between a marketer ( Zespri) and exporting companies whose primary role is to export product. This is the Zespri brands  first refresh in 22 years- it will be interesting to watch.

 In the cherry industry Tim Jones ( Chairman of Summerfruit NZ) talks about the need to discriminate New Zealand Cherries from Chilean cherries to ensure they continue to command a premium. The following article reports on the export of cherries that use a blockchain concept and NFU labels that allow the end customers to track their cherry from orchard to plate. This technology should help emphasise the difference between the two products.

[bookmark: _Hlk31018005][bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly there is an article from the Marlborough reporting concerns about the compaction between rows of grapes  and the environmental impact this may have on freshwater.  This is an area some of our other tree and vine crops may  need to start managing in the future. 


1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: ]                                                                                                      
1.1. WTO Notifications  
[bookmark: _Hlk31018054]Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· MRL’s- Canada , Japan, Chines Taipei


The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  


A TBT notification from the EU describes the process that will be used to assess Co-formulants for their acceptability for use with plant protection products. . Co-formulants are used together with active substances in plant protection products and adjuvants and are thus spread in the environment in a comparable manner. For the full regulation see here  EN


[bookmark: _Hlk31018224][image: ]
2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk31018204]NZ’s trade aims advanced at Davos meetings 
A proposal to cut “trade and production-distorting subsidies” in the agricultural sector by 2030 has set out important measures to ensure a fair agricultural trading system.  The proposal was released by the 19 member “Cairns Group” at the  meeting of trade ministers in Davos, Switzerland. “These subsidies are harmful to the environment and prevent countries like New Zealand and many developing countries from competing fairly on the world market,” David Parker said.  The Cairns Group members account for more than 25 per cent of world agricultural exports

David Parker also said he was very pleased that Switzerland has been included as a negotiating partner to the Agreement on Climate Change, Trade and Sustainability (ACCTS) initiative, joining New Zealand, Costa Rica, Fiji, Norway and Iceland. The ACCTS statement is available  in the:  Trade Ministers’ Joint Statement

 “Both the Cairns Group proposal and ACCTS developments represent progress in advancing our strategic trade interests at a time when there is considerable threat to the rules that underpin the trading system,” David Parker said.  Full article available here



2.2. NZ concludes digital economy trade talks with Singapore and Chile 
A new trade agreement concluded last week helps New Zealand exporters and consumers take advantage of opportunities from digital trade.   Minister for Trade and Export Growth David Parker together with Chile’s Vice Minister of Trade Rodrigo Yañez and Singapore’s Minister of Trade and Industry Chan Chun Sing, have announced conclusion of talks on a Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA).  

“New Zealand has played a key role in this new initiative to support digital trade. It’s an important step in making sure trade rules better reflect this digital era,” David Parker said.( Note this will facilitate uptake of the  digital transfer of phytosanitary information) 

“DEPA will help make it easier for our businesses and consumers to take advantage of digital trade opportunities, while protecting public and private interests. “We’ve ensured issues of importance to New Zealanders such as the Treaty of Waitangi, personal privacy, consumer protection, data management, transparency and openness are appropriately protected.  

DEPA complements and supports the ongoing WTO-based negotiations on e-commerce, as well as work within APEC and the OECD.  Consistent with our support for multilateral rules, the DEPA is an ‘open plurilateral’ agreement, meaning it is open to other WTO members. More information on DEPA is available at www.mfat.govt.nz/depa  Full article available here


2.3. NZ minister opens Mumbai facility
New Zealand’s agriculture minister officially opened Indian produce distributor Suri Agro Fresh’s latest cold storage facility in Mumbai during a two-day trade visit to India last week. After a ribbon-cutting ceremony, minister Damien O’Connor and his New Zealand trade delegation toured the US$7.8m fully palletised storage and packing facility, said to be the first of its kind in the region. The warehouse has the capacity to handle 4,000 pallets, including temperature-sensitive products like kiwifruit and stonefruit, and features customised Maf Roda grading and packing machines, according to the firm. 

Speaking to the delegation during the tour, Manav Suri, Suri Agro Fresh chief operating officer, offered New Zealand companies some advice on tackling the Indian market. “India is a big market – with 29 states it is like 29 countries within one country,” For most New Zealand companies, Delhi and Mumbai are good starting points.” Delhi-headquartered Suri Agro Fresh, which is a joint venture between the Suri family in India and Irish distributor Total Produce, opened a similar state-of-the-art storage and packing facility in Himachal, northern India, last year. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                              Commentary 
2.4. [bookmark: _Hlk31013104]New Zealand wants to drop regional obesity rates
In New Zealand's Bay of Plenty, more than two-thirds of the population is overweight or obese ( NZ stands at number 10 internationally for obesity levels). It was reported this week that the cost of fruit and veg prices jumped 2.1 per cent in December 2019. This was mainly due to seasonal produce such as spuds, apples, onion and kiwifruit.

If healthy food such as fruit and veg is too expensive, how are we supposed to drop the obesity rate? Of course, it's up to each individual to look after their own health but this also depends on family budgets. Low-income families who are struggling to put any food on the table might only be thinking about what is the cheapest. Perhaps the government should remove GST on fruit and veg to make it that little bit easier for people to eat healthily. Full article available here 



2.5. [bookmark: _Hlk31013130]Primary sector no more 
The Primary Sector Council believe that the primary industries should no longer be referred to as ‘’the primary sector’’ as this often brings up images of a volume over value commodity production. The Council believe that the sector needs to be reframed, and that the title of ‘’agriculture food and fibre sector of Aotearoa’’ will help to achieve this. They believe that high-value food and fibres is the way of the future. Full article available here 

[image: ]
2.6.  Zespri to relaunch brand
Zespri is set to unveil a new brand vision, identity and positioning next month at Fruit Logistica in Berlin. The relaunch marks the first time the global kiwifruit marketer has refreshed its brand in its 22-year history.

Zespri already stands out as one of the world’s most recognisable fresh produce brands amongst consumers and retailers, having leveraged its global scale and its commitment to investment in marketing and branding. But the kiwifruit marketer’s chief growth officer Jiunn Shih, who has led the team on this project, says no brand can afford to stand still in a rapidly changing world.  “Today, consumers are looking for brands that go beyond just selling the functional attributes of their products,”. “Our research indicates people are making more considered choices to buy from companies that stand for a purpose they personally identify with, and that reflects their values and beliefs.”

As part of this brand journey, Zespri undertook an extensive market research project to validate its new direction and we’ve partnered with well-known global market research agencies to validate our new brand identity and positioning across many key markets. “One example was a study commissioned with Kantar to test the stopping power and recognisability of our new design in Spain, Taiwan, Germany, Japan, China and the US.  “The results were really reassuring. Not only is our newly designed brand identity perceived as more differentiated, but also consumers are able to recognise the brand faster.”

The brand will be unveiled to Zespri’s customers and the global fresh produce industry at Fruit Logistica on 5-7 February in Berlin, while it will also be showcased back in New Zealand at Zespri’s Momentum conference the following week. Full article available here 



2.7. Zespri’s Momentum 2020 conference
Among the topics on the agenda for Zespri’s Momentum 2020 conference at Mount Maunganui in February are: climate change, futures research and playing “the Infinite Game”. The conference is expected to attract some 400 New Zealand and international delegates. It is also a chance for kiwifruit marketers to focus on their future.

“Standing Up and Standing Out” is the conference theme and Zespri CEO Dan Mathieson says it is about resetting the industry “in the midst of a period of real growth and success”. “We’re challenging ourselves to continue to grow and do even better in the years ahead. It means looking at new products and new thinking, while reminding ourselves of the values and principles that have helped us get here today and that will continue to help us reach our goals by working together.”

“We’ll do that by standing up - demonstrating our leadership by addressing some of the challenges we’re seeing today, like helping reduce the use of plastics and looking after our waterways, and by ensuring our industry continues to look after our people, our communities and our environment.”
“And we’ll also do it by standing out – making sure we continue to innovate so that we stay ahead of our competition and ensure Zespri’s brand continues to be recognised as the world’s leading provider of premium quality kiwifruit.” Full article available here 



2.8. Searching for New Zealand’s Outstanding Food Producers.
[image: Outstanding NZ ]The Outstanding NZ Food Producer Awards – celebrate Kiwis who harvest, grow and make food and drinks. Each year a team of specialist judges assess around 200 products, awarding the best products with an Outstanding NZ Food Producer Awards Gold, Silver or Bronze Medal.  Awards relevant to fruit and vegetables include:
· Farro Earth 
· NZ Life & Leisure Spirit of New Zealand Award for the entry showing excellent Kiwi ingenuity. 
· Outstanding Sustainability Award for the food or drink producer championing sustainability. 
· Label & Litho Outstanding Drink, awarded to the highest scoring drink produce
· FMCG Business Outstanding New Product, for products launched in 2018 (before March 2019)
· Outstanding Start-Up Producer, for a producer who has started a new food business in the past 18 months.

Entries for the 2020 Outstanding NZ Food Producer Awards must be made by 5pm Friday 28 February 2020. The entry fee is $100 plus GST per product ($115 including GST).  Enter here



2.9. Seeka marks excellence with MOYA in 2020
PMA Australia-New Zealand (PMA A-NZ) and Produce Plus Magazine are pleased to announce Seeka as the sponsor of the Marketer of the Year Award (MOYA) in 2020. A diversified horticulture business with operations in both Australia and New Zealand, Seeka recognises the important role marketing plays within the fresh produce industry.
 
MOYA is open to any individual or marketing team, with nominees sought from all parts of the value chain. The prestigious award is judged on each marketer’s ability to develop and execute a highly visible, effective marketing campaign. This year’s award will be presented at the Hort Connections conference and trade show in Brisbane on 15-17 June 2020. Self-nominations and nominations by third parties are welcome and must be received by 24 April 2020.  More information and entry forms are available here.  Full article available here 



2.10. Kiwifruit company Baygold convicted on environmental charges
Kiwifruit company Baygold has been convicted on two charges of restricted land use, being fined just under $50,000. The company previously pleaded guilty to both charges and has been ordered to pay 95 per cent of the imposed fine to the Bay of Plenty Regional Council. The ruling comes after the company was sentenced in Tauranga District Court on Tuesday.

Council describes the charges as being in relation to earthworks carried out that contravened the conditions of Baygold’s resource consent and for discharging a contaminant onto or into land in circumstances where it may enter water. The judge said she considered the defendant acted responsibly by sourcing consent but they should have taken more care in ensuring this was complied with. She says the case was moderately serious in context of the site’s proximity to the wetlands and the defendant was “highly careless” but not reckless. Full article available here



2.11. Lucrative spur for NZ cherry exports 
This year’s cherry crop is expected to be smaller than usual due to wet weather and cold temperatures during growing time. However strong prices and better weather recently has meant that the remaining fruit is of a high quality according to Summerfruit New Zealand Chairman Tim Jones. This is key, as Chinese New Year is coming up, and New Zealand cherries receive a large premium. The return for growers can be good with the margin for a grower of $8 to $10/kg but it’s not quite enough to make up for the low volume. New Zealand’s main competitor in cherry exports is Chile, which often have a high volume of cherries but at a lower quality meaning that New Zealand’s cherries have an advantage. While Chile needs only a small percentage of its crop in the premium space to start affecting NZ more than 90% of its fruit still goes by sea. Chile expects to export 180,000 tonnes to China this season. NZ’s total cherry exports were about 4935 tonnes last season.

Another advantage for NZ growers is the number of tourists coming from Asia, which makes it possible to ship freight back to China and Taiwan using the planes they are returning on. All New Zealand cherries are sent by air freight. 

Summerfruit New Zealand chairman Tim Jones says “What we really need to do is differentiate ourselves from them and play in a different part of the market. We have to understand our part of the market just as much as we need to understand theirs.” Full article available here 



2.12.  NZ Cherry Corp partners with Techrock to serve the China market
New Zealand Cherry Corp. announces the launch of a new partnership with Techrock to protect fresh cherries as they travel from the pack-house and orchards in Cromwell, in the South Island of New Zealand, to consumers in the China market.

Techrock is a 'safe product' ecommerce channel for Chinese consumers. NZ Cherry Corp. will employ the unique anti-counterfeiting technology used on Techrock, and throughout the Tael ecosystem, to protect Chinese customers. Once prepared and packed, their cherries will be protected by Tael's high-tech labels and blockchain ledger technology. NFC labels will be applied to the cherry cartons at the NZ Cherry Corp. pack-house in Cromwell, Central Otago.

This technology provides consumers in China with verifiable proof that they are not dealing with fraudulent products. Techrock enables Chinese consumers to 'tap' the NFC label on the packaging with their smartphone to view information about the product's journey through the supply chain.
For fresh 'cold-chain' products (meaning they are refrigerated at 0-2C through to the consumer) such as NZ Cherry Corp. cherries, supply chain visibility is even more important. Customers are now able to see how long it has been since the cherries left the pack-house and that they have not been tampered with along the way. Full article available here



2.13.  Iwi catch the horticulture wave 
Rakau Ora has started planting a 20 hectare avocado orchard near Kaitaia despite a debate continuing over the sustainability of irrigation to keep that new development and many others in the region productive and alive. Further planting of 40ha is planned over the next two years and 200ha in total in a decade, Ngai Takoto Chief Executive Rangitane Marsden stated. Rakau Ora Board Member Murray Jamieson stated that avocados have the potential to boost Kaitaia’s economy, employment and education levels. Environmental Court hearings will be held soon. Many locals are in objection due to the widespread land use change and use of water. Full article available here 



2.14. Central Otago orchard owner concerned about minimum wage hikes 
A Central Otago Orchard Owner with up to 200 workers each picking season has spoken against minimum wage increases, stating that instead, reducing the income tax of these earners would help them more and do less harm to small businesses. The minimum wage is rising to $18.90 in April, working towards the Government’s goal of a $20 minimum wage by 2021. "What is the point of more money in a pay packet if the result of that is that it is going to cost jobs, and it gets swallowed up by higher prices for the basics, like rents and groceries?" Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.15. Soil compaction a worrying trend 
A 19-year soil monitoring programme in Marlborough is showing viticultural use is leading to more compact soils, increased nutrient loss and a decrease in organic matter. It may mean vineyard managers and owners have to change their approach to viticultural practices.

Marlborough District Council Land Resources Scientist, Matt Oliver, says the soil monitoring began back in 2000 as part of a national programme called 500 soils. Ninety-six different sites within the province are monitored, with 25 of those being part of the programme since it began. They monitor three separate areas; under vine, mid-row and wheel tracks. It is in the wheel tracks that the heaviest compaction is occurring and that is something that needs to be addressed.

“The harder the soil, the more run-off you get,” Oliver says. “Your irrigation may not be going where you want it to, or it is evaporating more. There could be a loss of nutrients and sediment into waterways.” 

It is not just the environmental risk facing growers, Oliver says. There is also an economic impact within the vineyard through decreased production. The article then provides a number of suggestions that may be useful in decreasing or remediating compaction. Full article available here 



2.16. Postharvest Symposium in New Zealand November 2020
Leading professionals in the field of postharvest research will convene in Rotorua, New Zealand in November this year, for the 9th ISHS International Postharvest Symposium. The symposium will focus on the biological and technological postharvest research of fresh horticultural produce.
This will include discussion on postharvest storage, treatments and underpinning mechanisms, quality evaluation, and packaging, handling and distribution of fruit, vegetables and flowers.   Full article available here 



2.17. New Zealand's "most expensive houseplant" sells for $5000
An Auckland botanist has walked away with almost $5000 after her monstera sparked a bidding war on Trade Me. (monstera deliciosa albo variegate) Full article available here
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
[bookmark: _Hlk31018133]Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report on the Gain web site (https://gain.fas.usda.gov/)  search for the country and any reports released in the last month. This week see:
a) Updated Exporter Guides for Malaysia; Pakistan, Taiwan, 

b) Updated Import Regulations and Standards Export Certificate Report for Bulgaria, Ethiopia, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Lithuania, Malaysia,  Philippines, Romania ; Singapore ; UK

c) Updated Import Regulations and Standards Country Report-for  Bulgaria, Costa Rica,  Ethiopia , France, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Korea, Lithuania, Malaysia, Philippines Turkey, Romania, Singapore, UK

d) France New French Pesticide Buffer Zone Regulation Angers French Farmers and NGOs  After months of debate, in December 2019 France announced required no-pesticide buffer zones between treated crops and inhabited areas. This zoning angers French farmers who see their livelihood threatened and NGOs who feel the new regulations do not go far enough. The policy will likely further erode the competitiveness of French agriculture and widen the divide between French farmers and rural-non-farmers and urban consumers. 

e) Japan 230th Food Safety Group  On January 16, 2020, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) announced revisions to Japan’s maximum residue levels for seven agricultural chemicals (Aldrin/Dieldrin, Isofetamid, Ipflufenoquin, 1,3-Dichloropropene, Dazomet, and Metam/Methyl isothiocyanate), and a pesticide/veterinary drug (Carbaryl). MHLW also revised the analytical method for two veterinary chemicals, Betamethasone and Dexamethasone, in food. 

[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. The US PVP: Germplasm deposits are delayed for three years
USDA has announced the publication of the Plant Variety Protection (PVP) Regulations final rule in the U.S. Federal Register on January 6, 2020. The final rule implements the 2018 Farm Bill amendment to add PVP protection for asexually reproduced plants. Effective immediately, PVPO accepts applications for asexually reproduced plants. You can find the final rule at the Federal Register (search for Docket No: AMS-ST-19-000). Full article available here 



3.3. Iran launches production of vegetable seeds
Iran has launched the production of vegetable seeds, according to the Agriculture Ministry’s caretaker, Abbas Keshavarz. Keshavarz noted that 29 million tons of different kinds of vegetables are produced in Iran annually but some 90% of the seed required for this amount of production are imported. Read more at the Financial Tribune



3.4. [bookmark: _Hlk31013490]Japan to fund millions into modernizing horticulture
Climate change is a major threat to food supplies for Japan. Typhoons, earthquakes, floods and rising temperatures have a major impact on food supplies in Japan. In the coming years, the Abe Cabinet wants to invest millions of euros in Kochi in order to transform the underdeveloped agricultural and horticultural sector into a productive sector capable of increasing self-sufficiency. The balance of this article describes a visit by Japanese officials to the Netherlands to look at horticultural technologies. Full article available here


[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.5. Nuffield International welcomes Bayer as Global Strategic Partner
Nuffield International Farming Scholars announces its newest Global Strategic Partner, Bayer. As a Global Strategic Partner, Bayer supports the work done by Nuffield International to develop the capacity of farmers around the world, including its eight member countries (Australia, Canada, France, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe) and four associate countries (Brazil, Chile, Japan, and United States of America).

The investment by Bayer will help also contribute to two significant conferences hosted by Nuffield International, NI’s Contemporary Scholars Conference (CSC) and Triennial Conference, both of which bring together scholars from all types of agriculture. The CSC is the organization’s annual gathering of all selected Nuffield Scholars (typically up to 70 Scholars per year) and features workshops, field visits, and speakers designed to engage participants in discussions and debates about critical topics in agriculture around the world. The 2020 CSC will be held 14-20 March in Queensland, Australia. 

Once every three years the Nuffield network gathers for the organization’s Triennial Conference where they explore agriculture in the host country, exchange ideas, and spend one conference day delving into key challenges and opportunities facing agriculture. The 2020 Triennial runs 21-29 March in New Zealand. Full article available here



3.6. Chile becomes China's second largest provider of imported fruit
Chile's fruit export value during the 2018-2019 season is estimated at 18 billion US dollars. With the cherry harvest nearing its end, China is still Chile's main cherry export destination. Chile is China's second-largest provider of imported fruit, second only to Thailand and closely followed by Vietnam. 
Full article available here



3.7. Kuehne + Nagel to accelerate development in Asia Pacific
Logistics provider Kuehne + Nagel sets path for further and accelerated growth in Asia Pacific. In order to target an even stronger role in logistics all over Asia, the company has decided to concentrate strengths and to combine its so far two Asian organisations into one strong region. With immediate effect, the new Asia Pacific region with about 10,000 professionals will be headquartered in Singapore. Full article available here 



3.8. US: Large-scale and non-family farms dominate production of high value crops
A recent USDA report describes characteristics of different types of U.S. farms, titled America’s Diverse Family Farms: 2019 Edition. Farms are classified based on ownership of the farm, annual gross revenue, and the primary occupation of the principal operator.

The research found that family farms remain a key part of U.S. agriculture, making up 98% of all farms and providing 88% of production. Most farms are small family farms, and they operate almost half of U.S. farm land, while generating 21% of production. Midsize and large-scale family farms account for about 66% of production; and non-family farms represent the remaining 2.1% of farms and 12% of production.

Large-scale and non-family farms dominate production of beef production and high value crops which include vegetables, fruits/tree nuts, and nursery/greenhouse products. Full article available here



3.9. Number of Israeli farms dropped 61% over four decades
Israel is still supplying most of its own fresh produce, meat, chicken and milk, but the number of farms in the country plunged by 61% between 1981 and 2017, according to the first census of the industry taken by the Central Bureau of Statistics in four decades. The drop in the number of farms, however, didn’t mean reduced acreage. Instead, the average farm size grew during the period. 

The Israel Farmers Association attributed the decline in the number of working farms to the lack of profitability. “Nearly two-thirds of all farmland are used for growing fruit and vegetables. Another 19% is used for livestock and 17% for mixed uses, the statistics bureau said
Full article available here 
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3.10. [bookmark: _Hlk31010098]Action on biodiversity
On 6 May 2019, a UN summit in Paris on biodiversity concluded with a new report endorsed by all member countries. The report found that one million of the eight million animal and plant species on earth are threatened with extinction, and averting such an outcome requires us to reshape our economic system away from one based on unbridled economic growth. Three quarters of land-based natural environments and two-thirds of the oceans have been altered by humans. Eighty-five per cent of wetlands have vanished. Almost half of all ecosystems on land and in the oceans have been severely affected by human activity such as agriculture, fishing, exploitation of species and natural resources, climate change and pollution. This also poses a threat to our own future.  This has only come about in the past 50 years, so it’s happening at a very rapid pace.” 

The report, published by the intergovernmental UN panel IPBES, had 145 scientists from 50 countries looking at 15,000 studies. However, there are solutions that we can start working on right away, and other long-term solutions that we need to give serious thought to,” she says. Something that countries can do right now is to honour existing treaties and commitments on environmental protection and sustainable production, for example. The report also underlines the importance of new bottom-up plans, such as the Deltaplan for Biodiversity and initiatives for sustainable agriculture such as Herenboeren, and how important it is for governments to, “immediately step it up a gear”. 
Full article available here 



3.11. Aldi Süd scores with organic fruit and vegetables and fresh products with blemishes
A New Year, and new resolutions: At the top of the list for many people is the desire for a more sustainable and conscious diet. A glance at the purchasing behaviour of ALDI SÜD (german) customers in 2019 confirms that this is not just a trend at the beginning of the year. Last year, ALDI SÜD sold more fresh fruit and vegetables as well as meat from sustainable animal husbandry.
ALDI SÜD offers more than 350 organic products from almost all product areas. In 2019, the discounter has also greatly expanded its range in this area. With the larger assortment, demand is also increasing - especially for organic fruit and vegetables.  

ALDI SÜD customers also took home "crooked" apples with small blemishes particularly often. This is proof they taste just as good as their flawless siblings. It was only last December that ALDI Nord and ALDI SÜD extended their range of crooked fruit to include apples with hail damage. The so-called 'weather apples' are apples that have suffered from extreme weather conditions this season, having been marked by too much sun or hail.

The demand for vegetarian products, labelled with the V-label, has grown compared to 2018. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                       Health   
3.12. [bookmark: _Hlk31013584]Eat healthy, sleep better
Studies have confirmed that various food stuffs (lettuce, nuts, kiwis, and cherries, and much more) increase sleep duration and sleep quality. Full article available here 
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SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/172/Add.1		Addenda emergency		20/01/2020		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat-treated meat		Voronezhskaya Oblast province in the Russian Federation, in addition to the previous provinces (Kurskaya Oblast, Astrakhanskaya Oblast, Respublika Kalmykiya and Kostromskaya Oblast).		Lifting temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Russia		The United Arab Emirates is lifting the temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs and poultry meat and table eggs from Russia on 19 January 2020. This follows the publishing of the Follow-up Report 19 (Resolved: 20 May 2019 Final report) of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Russia, and in compliance with Article 10.4.4, Chapter 10.4 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/193		Emergency notification		15/01/2020		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat‑treated meat		Slovak Republic		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Slovak Republic		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 10 January 2020 regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in Slovak Republic, United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Slovak Republic.
These measures include:
1. Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks and hatching eggs from Slovak Republic.
2. Regulating the import of poultry meat and non-heat treated products according to the health certificate for exporting meat and meat products from Slovak Republic to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose.
3. Continue to allow the importation of table eggs in accordance with the approved health certificate from all provinces of Slovak Republic.
4. Continue to allow the importation of heat-treated poultry products (treated meat and treated egg products) from all provinces of Slovak Republic.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/194		Emergency notification		16/01/2020		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat‑treated meat		Hungary		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Hungary.		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 13 January 2020 regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in Hungary, United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Hungary.


These measures include:


-Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks and hatching eggs from Hungary.
-Regulating the import of poultry meat and non-heat treated products according to the health certificate for exporting meat and meat products from Hungary to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose.
-Regulating the import of table eggs and its non-heat treated products according to the health certificate for exporting table eggs from Hungary to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose.
-Continue to allow the importation of heat-treated poultry products (treated meat and treated egg products) from all provinces of Hungary.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/195		Emergency notification		16/01/2020		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat‑treated meat.		Romania		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Romania.		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 14 January 2020 regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus (HPAI) in Romania, United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Romania. 


These measures include:

-Temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks and hatching eggs from Romania.
-Regulating the import of poultry meat and non-heat treated products according to the health certificate for exporting meat and meat products from Romania to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose.
-Regulating the import of table eggs and its non-heat treated products according to the health certificate for exporting table eggs from Romania to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose.
-Continue to allow the importation of heat-treated poultry products (treated meat and treated egg products) from all provinces of Romania.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/493		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Australia		Foods in general				Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (14 January 2020).		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Bifenthrin, Bixlozone, Carbetamide, Diafenthiuron, Difenoconazole, Etoxazole, Fluopyram, Glufosinate and Glufosinate-ammonium, Halosulfuron-methyl, Napropamide, Oxamyl, Prosulfocarb, Tebuconazole, Trifloxystrobin and Trinexapac-ethyl in specified plant commodities.
Bixlozone, Carbetamide, Flubendazole, Fluralaner, Imazamox, Lasalocid in specified animal commodities.		Food safety; 		21/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1427/Add.2		Addenda regular		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code: 06; ICS Code: 13				Rectifcation of the Normative Instruction number 60, 26 December 2019		The Normative Instruction number 60, 26 December 2019 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1427/Add.1 - which establishes the lists of microbiological criteria for food safety and hygiene, was rectified.
The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: 
http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=02/01/2020&jornal=515&pagina=63		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1430/Add.2		Addenda regular		14/01/2020		Brazil						Rectifcation of the Resolution - RDC number 331, December 23rd, 2019		The Resolution - RDC number 331, December 23rd, 2019 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1430/Add.1 - which proposes the revision of the Collegiate Board of Directors – RDC nº 12 of 2001 that lays down technical regulation about microbiological standards for food, was rectified.

The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: 

http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=02/01/2020&jornal=515&pagina=63						Not applied.		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1609		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 761, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient C79 Chrysoperla externa of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August, 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution includes the active ingredient C79 Chrysoperla externa in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1610		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0806; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 762, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient E05 - ETEFOM (ethephon) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient E05 - ETEFOM (ethephon) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of fruit ripening use (application):
- includes the grape culture with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 5 days.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1611		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070521, 07052, 070970, 120750, 0703, 070810, 071320, 071340, 0904, 09041, 070930, 0704, 070410, 070420, 07051, 070990, 12099110, 12119029, 0709999000, 07133500, 07133990, 07136000, 07133100, 07102200, 07099990, 07049010, jilo; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 763, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient B26 – BIFENTRINA (bifenthrin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient B26 – BIFENTRINA (bifenthrin) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes the watercress, chard, witloof chicory, chicory, spinach, stevia reubadiana, mustard, and arugula cultures with MRL of 0.15 mg/kg and safety security period of 14 days;
- includes the shallot culture with MRL of 0.05 mg/kg and safety security period of 21 days;
- includes the pea, chickpea, lentil, caupi bean, lima bean, pigeon bean, mung bean, and green bean cultures with MRL of 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period 20 days;
- includes the red pepper, egg-plant, jilo, pepper, and okra cultures with MRL of 0.3 mg/kg and safety security period of 14 days;
- includes the cabbage, broccoli, chinese cabbage, brussels sprouts, and cauliflower cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 14 days;
- changes the MRL of the lettuce culture from 0.05 to 0.15 mg/kg;
- changes the safety security period of the garlic culture from 30 to 21 days.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1612		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070310, 200811, 071310, 071320, 071340, 070820, 12119029, 07133500, 07133990, 07136000, 07133100, 07102200; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 764, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient A29 - ACETAMIPRIDO (acetamiprid) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient A29 - ACETAMIPRIDO (acetamiprid) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers:
- includes the stevia reubadiana culture with MRL of 1,0 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days in the modality of foliar use (application);
- includes the shallot culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days in the modality of foliar use (application);
- includes the ground-nut, pea, chickpea, lentil, caupi bean, lima bean, pigeon bean, mung bean, and green bean cultures with MRL of 0.15 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days in the modality of foliar use (application);
- changes the MRL of the bean culture from 0.1 to 0.15 mg/kg in the modality of foliar and seed use (application);
- changes the MRL of the ground-nut culture from 0.01 to 0.15 mg/kg in the modality of seed use (application).		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1613		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 200791; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 765, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient M14 - METIDATIONA (methidathion) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient M14 - METIDATIONA (methidathion) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- excludes the citrus culture.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1614		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0809, 070930, 080810, 080820, 09041, 0904, 0702, 07099300, 07096090, 0709991000, 0810909002, 07099990, jilo; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 766, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient S17 – SOPHORA FLAVESCENS (oxymatrine) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient S17 – SOPHORA FLAVESCENS (oxymatrine) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes the pumpkin, zucchini, plum, egg-plant, chayote, jilo, apple, quince, nectarine, loquat, pear, peach, pepper, red pepper, okra, and tomato cultures with MRL and safety security period "Not-determined".		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1615		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 12119029; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 767, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient A18 – ABAMECTINA (abamectin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient A18 – ABAMECTINA (abamectin) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes the duboisia culture with MRL and safety security period of Non-food Use.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1616		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080810; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 768, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient T54 - TRIFLOXISTROBINA (trifloxystrobin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient T54 - TRIFLOXISTROBINA (trifloxystrobin) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-changes the MRL of the apple culture from 0.05 to 0.2 mg/kg		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1617		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080430, 081020, 071120, 081040, 070310, 0706, 071410, 070610, 0603, 0604, 1211, 080450, 081010, 081090, 08109090, 071430, 17029040000, 07143000, 0714900011, cupuacu, guarana; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 769, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient C56 – CRESOXIM-METÍLICO (kresoxim-methyl) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient C56 – CRESOXIM-METÍLICO (kresoxim-methyl) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes the pineapple culture, soursop, cupuacu, guarana, and pomegranate cultures with MRL of 0.3 mg/kg and safety culture of 7 days;
- includes the blackberry, olive, bilberry, and purple mombin cultures with MRL of 1.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 1 day;
- includes the shallot culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days;
- includes the yacon, beetroot, greater wam, yams, manioc, arracacha, turnip, and radish cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 7days;
- includes the greenery and kalanchoe ornamental plants with MRL and safety security period of "Non-food Use";
- changes the MRL of the mango culture from 0.2 to 0.3 mg/kg;
- changes the MRL of the strawberry culture from 1.0 to 1.5 mg/kg.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1618		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 170111, 1005, 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 770, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient P49 – PIRAFLUFEM (pyraflufen) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient P49 – PIRAFLUFEM (pyraflufen) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of post-emergence use (application):
- includes the cane sugar culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days;
- includes the corn, and soya cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period "Not-determined due to the modality of use (application)".		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1619		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070521, 07052, 070970, 070410, 070420, 0704, 070810, 071340, 0804, 1801, 080720, 071410, 0706, 091010, 081010, 071120, 080711, 071140, 070930, 09041, 070990, 12099110, 0709999000, 07049010, 07133500, 08105000, 08109060, 0714900011, 081190, 07096090, 0709991000, 07099990, 08119025, 08107000, jilo; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 771, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient F69 - FLUPIRADIFURONE (flupyradifurone) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient F69 - FLUPIRADIFURONE (flupyradifurone) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- includes the watercress, chard, witloof chicory, chicory, spinach, and arugula cultures with MRL of 0.1 mg/kg and safety security period of 20 days;
- includes the broccoli, cauliflower, chinese cabbage, brussels sprouts, and cabbage cultures with MRL of 5.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days; 
- includes pea, caupi bean, and lentil cultures with MRL of 0.6 mg/kg and safety security period of 21 days;
- includes the guava culture with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days;
- includes the papaya, avocado, pineapple, cocoa, kiwi, mango, and passion fruit cultures with MRL 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days;
- includes the manioc, beetroot, carrot, ginger, and arracacha cultures with MRL of 0.15 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days;
- includes the strawberry, barbados cherry, and olive cultures with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 1 day;
- includes the watermelon culture with MRL of 1.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 1 day;
- includes the pumpkin, zucchini, chayote, gherkin, egg-plant, jilo, pepper, and okra cultures with MRL of 0.6 mg/kg and safety security period of 1 day;
- includes the cashew, persimon, and fig cultures with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1620		Regular notification		14/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080810; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 774, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient T32 – TEBUCONAZOL (tebuconazole) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient T32 – TEBUCONAZOL (tebuconazole) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
- changes the MRL of the apple culture from 0.1 to 0.5 mg/kg.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1621		Regular notification		15/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 200811, 070810, 070820, 071320, 071340; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 773, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient I21 – INDOXACARBE (indoxacarb) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE no. 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient I21 – INDOXACARBE (indoxacarb) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, all in the modality of foliar use (application):
-includes the ground-nut, pea, beans, chickpea, and lentil cultures with MRL of 0,08 mg/kg and safety security period of 1 day;
-changes the MRL of the bean culture from 0,07 to 0,08 mg/kg and the safety security period from 21 to 1 day.		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1622		Regular notification		15/01/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080810, 1001, 09, 1005; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 772, 6 January 2020, regarding the active ingredient F46 - FLUMIOXAZINA (flumioxazin) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE no. 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient F46 - FLUMIOXAZINA (flumioxazin) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers:
-includes the apple culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 90 days in the modality of post-emergence use (application);
-includes the wheat culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period "Not determined" in the modality of pre-emergence use (application);
-includes the coffee, and corn cultures in the modality of pre-emergence use (application).		Food safety; 		07/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1277/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/01/2020		Canada		Pesticide ethylene oxide and ethylene chlorohydrin in or on dried vegetables and sesame seeds (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.200)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Ethylene Oxide		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for ethylene oxide and ethylene chlorohydrin notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1277 (dated 4 October 2019) was adopted 10 January 2020. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
Ethylene Oxide:
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
 7                       Dried vegetables, sesame seeds
 
Ethylene Chlorohydrin:
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
 940                   Dried vegetables, sesame seeds
 
1ppm = parts per million
 
 
           MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1296		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Canada		Spirulina Extract (ICS Codes:67.220.20)				Notice of Health Canada's proposal to enable the use of Spirulina extract as a colouring agent in various foods – Reference Number: NOP/ADP-0034		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a detailed premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of Spirulina extract as a food colouring agent in various foods.  The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of Spirulina extract for its use as a colouring agent in a variety of foods. Consequently, Health Canada intends to enable the use of Spirulina extract by modifying the List of Permitted Colouring Agents as described in the information document referenced below.
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's intention in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 		23/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/289/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/01/2020		European Union		Animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products [composite products, hay and straw], plants and plant products				Prior notification of consignments of certain categories of animals and goods entering the Union		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/289 (19 December 2018) was adopted as Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1013 of 16 April 2019 on prior notification of consignments of certain categories of animals and goods entering the Union (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 165, 21 June 2019, p.8]. 
This Regulation shall apply from 14 December 2019.		Food safety; Animal health; Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/333/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/01/2020		European Union		Animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products, composite products, hay and straw				Lists of animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products and hay and straw subject to official controls at border control posts		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/333 (22 July 2019) was adopted as Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2007 of 18 November 2019 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the lists of animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by- products and derived products and hay and straw subject to official controls at border control posts and amending Decision 2007/275/EC (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 312, 3 December 2019, p.1]. 
This Regulation shall apply from 14 December 2019.		Food safety; Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/342/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/01/2020		European Union		Plants, plant products and other objects (HS Chapters: 06 (live plants), 07 (vegetables), 08 (fruits), 10 (cereals), 12 (seeds), 14 (pollen), 44 (wood), 84 (machinery), 87 (vehicles))				Uniform conditions for the implementation of Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and the Council, as regards protective measures against pests of plants		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/342 (12 August 2019) was adopted as Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072 of 28 November 2019 establishing uniform conditions for the implementation of Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and the Council, as regards protective measures against pests of plants, and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 690/2008 and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/2019   [OJ L 319, 10 December 2019, p. 1].
This Regulation entered into force on 13 December 2019. The application date is 14 December 2019.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
As a follow-up of the new EU import requirements applying from 14 December 2019, the European Commission invites all non-EU trading countries to communicate prior to trade, the following information:
-          for Candidatus Liberibacter africanus, Candidatus Liberibacter americanus and Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus in relation to plants of Aegle Corrêa, Aeglopsis Swingle, Afraegle Engl, Atalantia Corrêa, Balsamocitrus Stapf, Burkillanthus Swingle, Calodendrum Thunb., Choisya Kunth, Clausena Burm. f., Limonia L., Microcitrus Swingle., Murraya J. Koenig ex L., Pamburus Swingle, Severinia Ten., Swinglea Merr., Triphasia Lour. and Vepris Comm., other than fruit (but including seeds); and seeds of Citrus L., Fortunella Swingle and Poncirus Raf., and their hybrids, whether the country is free from the harmful organism. Please see point 51 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072.
 
As a follow-up of the new import requirements applying from 14 December 2019, the European Commission invites the relevant non-EU trading countries to communicate prior to trade, the following information:
-          for Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire in relation to plants of Fraxinus L., Juglans ailantifolia Carr., Juglans mandshurica Maxim., Ulmus davidiana Planch. and Pterocarya rhoifolia Siebold & Zucc., other than fruit and seeds, originating in Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Russia, Taiwan, and United States (see the point 36 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072), the pest free areas of the country, recognized in accordance with the relevant International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures.
-          for Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, in relation to wood of Fraxinus L., Juglans ailantifolia Carr., Juglans mandshurica Maxim., Ulmus davidiana Planch. and Pterocarya rhoifolia Siebold & Zucc., other than in the form of
o   chips, particles, sawdust, shavings, wood waste and scrap, obtained in whole or part from these trees,
o   wood packaging material, in the form of packing cases, boxes, crates, drums and similar packings, pallets, box pallets and other load boards, pallet collars, dunnage, whether or not actually in use in the transport of objects of all kinds, except dunnage supporting consignments of wood, which is constructed from wood of the same type and quality as the wood in the consignment and which meets the same Union phytosanitary requirements as the wood in the consignment, but including wood which has not kept its natural round surface, and furniture and other objects made of untreated wood, originating in Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Russia, Taiwan, and United States, the pest free areas of the country, recognized in accordance with the relevant International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures. Please see point 87 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072.
 -          for Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, in relation to wood in the form of chips, particles, sawdust, shavings, wood waste and scrap obtained in whole or in part from Fraxinus L., Juglans ailantifolia Carr., Juglans mandshurica Maxim., Ulmus davidiana Planch. and Pterocarya rhoifolia Siebold & Zucc. originating in Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Russia, Taiwan, and United States, the pest free areas of the country, recognized in accordance with the relevant International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures. Please see point 88 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072.
-          for Agrilus planipennis in relation to isolated bark and objects made of bark of Fraxinus L., Juglans ailantifolia Carr., Juglans mandshurica Maxim., Ulmus davidiana Planch. and Pterocarya rhoifolia Siebold & Zucc. originating in Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Russia, Taiwan, and United States, the pest free areas of the country, recognized in accordance with the relevant International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures. Please see point 89 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072.
Please note that points 43, 54, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 and 68 of Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072, which also request the communication of information prior to trade, are the same points as points 14.2, 18.4, 16.2, 16.3, 16.4, 16.5, 16.6, 16.10, 16.8, 16.9, 16.7, 25.7.4, and 25.7.3 of Annex IV-A of Council Directive 2000/29/EC which was in force until 13 December 2019. If information on these points had already been submitted under the Directive, there is no need to resubmit that information.
The requested information should be sent to the plant health contact point of the European Commission, Directorate General for Health and Food Safety:
SANTE-G1-PLANT-HEALTH@ec.europa.eu
From 14 December 2019, the trade of the above mentioned commodities will only be allowed, if the above information has already been provided to the European Commission. However, please note that some of the plants, plant products and other objects which are mentioned in Annex VI and Annex VII of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2072 are also included in the Annex of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/2019, the import of which is prohibited since 14 December 2019, pending their risk assessment. The prohibition set out in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/2019 applies. 		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/348/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/01/2020		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables				Maximum residue levels for chromafenozide, fluometuron, pencycuron, sedaxane, tau-fluvalinate and triazoxide in or on certain products		The draft measure notified in G/SPS/N/EU/348 is amended for substance fluometuron. The MRL values for this substance on pulses (0300000), cereals (0500000) and commodities of animal origin (1000000) are now set at the new Limit of Determination (LOD) of the analytical method 0.005*mg/kg, instead of the pervious LOD value of 0.01*mg/kg.
No Codex MRLs (CXLs) exist for this substance.
The Regulation is estimated to be adopted by October 2019.		Food safety; 				20 days from the date of circulation of this notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/IDN/131		Regular notification		13/01/2020		Indonesia		Plant and plant product		Japan		Draft Decree of Minister of Agriculture concerning Food Safety Control for Radioactive Contamination on Fresh food of Animal and/or Plant Origin from Japan		Based on the risk assessment conducted by the Indonesian National Nuclear Competent Authority and related ministries/institutions, Indonesia is proposing the amendment of "The Regulation of Minister of Agriculture (MoA) on Food Safety Control for Radioactive Contamination on Fresh Food of Animal and/or Plant Origin from Japan" (Regulation of MoA Number 20/Permentan/OT.140/3/2011 in connection with the Regulation of MoA Number 66/Permentan/OT.140/5/2014).
The amendment will only be applied to fresh agri-food (including animal and plant products) exported from Japan to Indonesia. The requirement to conduct radioactivity testing and provide Certificate of Non-Radioactivity will be limited only to fresh food produced in 7 prefectures as follows: Ibaraki, Miyagi, Nagano, Niigata, Tochigi, Yamanashi, and Yamagata. For traceability purpose, the name of prefecture of origin shall be declared on the Country/Region of Origin column in Health Certificate/HC or the Place of Origin column in Phytosanitary Certificate/PC from Japan. Testing requirement for Iodine-131 (I-131) will be revoked. The type of regulated commodities and the maximum limits for Cesium-137 (Ce-137) remain unchanged.
The purpose of this communication is to publicly announce the Ministry's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries.		Food safety; 		13/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/712/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		15/01/2020		Japan		Plant and plant products				Proposed revision of the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Plant Protection Act, relevant notifications and Detailed Rules for Import Plant Quarantine Enforcement Concerning Plants Subject to Specific Phytosanitary Measures to be Carried Out in Exporting Countries; Correction		This corrigendum aims to replace the attachments (Annex1, 2, 4) added to G/SPS/N/JPN/712.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2020/SPS/JPN/20_0269_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2020/SPS/JPN/20_0269_02_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2020/SPS/JPN/20_0269_04_e.pdf
The final date for comments on G/SPS/N/JPN/712 is not changed (9 March 2020).		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/713		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
-Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS codes: 04.01, 04.07, 04.08) 
-Animal originated products (HS code: 05.04) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
-Edible fruit nuts and peel of citrus fruit (HS codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS codes: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
-Cereals (HS codes: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.06, 10.07 and 10.08) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12) 
-Animal fats and oils (HS codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)
-Cacao (HS code: 18.01)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide/Veterinary drug: Permethrin		Food safety; 		20/03/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/714		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
-Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06, 03.07 and 03.08) 
-Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
-Animal originated products (HS code: 05.04) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS codes: 07.01, 07.09 and 07.10) 
-Mate (HS code: 09.03) 
-Cereals (HS code: 10.06) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS codes: 12.01 and 12.12)
-Animal fats and oils (H codesS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards).		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide: Thifluzamide		Food safety; 		20/03/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/715		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates (HS codes: 03.02, 03.03, 03.04, 03.06, 03.07 and 03.08) 
-Edible fruit (HS code: 08.08) 
-Tea (HS code: 09.02)
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS code: 12.12)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Metyltetraprole		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/716		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		Food additive (Difenoconazole)				Amendment to the Ordinance for Enforcement of the Food Sanitation Act and the Specifications and Standards for Foods, Food Additives, Etc		Authorization of Difenoconazole as a food additive and establishment of the specifications and the standards.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/717		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14) 
-Edible fruit, nuts and peel of citrus fruit (HS codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS codes: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
-Cereals (HS codes: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.06, 10.07 and 10.08) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12)
-Cacao (HS code: 18.01)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide: Iminoctadine		Food safety; 		20/03/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/718		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Meat and edible meat offal (HS codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
-Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
-Animal originated products (HS code: 05.04) 
-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10 and 07.13) 
-Edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrus fruit (HS codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS codes: 09.01, 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10) 
-Cereals (HS codes: 10.01, 10.03, 10.05 and 10.06) 
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07 and 12.12)
-Animal fats and oils (HS codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide: Difenoconazole		Food safety; 		20/03/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/719		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Japan		-Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.07, 07.09 and 07.10) 
-Edible fruit and peel of citrus fruit (HS: 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14) 
-Spices (HS: 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10)
-Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit (HS: 12.01 and 12.07)				Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical
Pesticide: Benthiavalicarb-isopropyl		Food safety; 		20/03/2020		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/MDA/13		Regular notification		15/01/2020		Moldova, Republic of		all food products				Law Nr. 306 from 30 november 2018 on food safety		The purpose of this law is to ensure the protection of human and animal health and consumer interests in relation to food safety, taking into account the diversity of food supply, ensuring the efficient functioning of the market.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		15/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/855		Regular notification		13/01/2020		Peru		In vitro banana and/or plantain plants		Belgium		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de plantas in vitro de banano y/o plátano (Musa spp.) de origen y procedencia Bélgica (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of in vitro banana and/or plantain (Musa spp.) plants originating in and coming from Belgium)		The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of in vitro banana and/or plantain (Musa spp.) plants originating in and coming from Belgium, following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; 				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/176		Emergency notification		15/01/2020		Russian Federation		Citrus fruit, fresh (HS Code: 0805)		China		Letter of the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance No. FS-NV-3/36037 of 30 December 2019		This letter introduces a temporary restriction on import to the territory of the Russian Federation of fresh citrus fruit from the China (including citrus fruit produced in China and imported from the third countries and EAEU Member States) due to systemic detection of quarantine pests listed in the Eurasian Economic Commission Council's Decision No.157 of 30 November 2016.		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/419		Emergency notification		14/01/2020		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Livestock		Albania		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No.330533/1291/1441 dated 06/01/2020 (11/5/1441 H) entitled "The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia allows the importation of Livestock originated from Albania".		A technical team from Saudi Arabia visited Republic of Albania and recommended allowing the importation of Livestock from Albania to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/420		Emergency notification		16/01/2020		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live Equine		Brazil		The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has issued the Decision No. 1441/1291/339645 dated 12 January 2020 (17/05/1441 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live equine originating from Brazil.		The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live equine originating from Brazil.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/518		Regular notification		20/01/2020		Chinese Taipei		Cereal grains, fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dry beans, seeds, beans, and peas				Draft of Standards for Pesticide Residue Limits in Foods		Amendment of pesticide MRLs for Ametoctradin, Azoxystrobin, Boscalid, Cyazofamid, Cyclaniliprole, Cyenopyrafen, Dinotefuran, Etofenprox, Fenazaquin, Flonicamid, Fludioxonil, Flufenoxuron, Fluopyram, Flutriafol, Fluxapyroxad, Imicyafos, Isofetamid, Metrafenone, Myclobutanil, Phosmet, Pyraclostrobin, Pyrifluquinazon, Pyrimethanil, Pyriofenone, Quinclorac, Saflufenacil, Silafluofen, Metolachlor, Piromesifen, Spiroxamine, Sulfentrazone, Trinexapac-ethyl, Zoxamide in cereal grains, fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dry beans, seeds, beans and peas. Addendum of snap bean (dry), chickpea (dry) in group of dry beans, and Japanese mustard spinach, leaf-swede in group of leaf vegetables with small leaves.		Food safety; 		17/03/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/138/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		14/01/2020		Ukraine		Live animals and their reproductive material, foodstuffs of animal origin, feed, hay, straw,  by-products of animal origin, products of their processing.				Draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On approval of international certificates forms"		There are two corrections to notification G/SPS/N/UKR/138, dated 20 December 2019:

1. The link to the draft Order and its attachments listed in box 5 and box 9 of notification G/SPS/N/UKR/138 has been changed. 
The link is now corrected and it should read as follows
http://me.gov.ua/Documents/Detail?lang=uk-UA&id=d6c2651e-1cba-445c-993d-642ef9b5ed26&title=ProektNakazuMinisterstvaRozvitkuEkonomiki-TorgivliTaSilskogoGospodarstvaUkrainiproZatverdzhenniaFormMizhnarodnikhSertifikativ 

2. Box 5 of notification G/SPS/N/UKR/138 did not include a full text attachment. 
This notification includes the correct attachments relating to the forms of international certificates. Attachments are enclosed. 

All other content in the notification G/SPS/N/UKR/138 is as previously received.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN







Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/R/97/Corr.1		14/01/2020		Secretariat		 Summary of the meeting of 7 - 8 November 2019 - Note by the Secretariat - Corrigendum

		WT/DS291/37/Add.141		17/01/2020		EU		European Communities - Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products - Status report by the European Union - Addendum
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