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PMAC weekly update 21st to 28th September 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk52183191][bookmark: _Hlk52182924]Government agencies: Country freedom update, WTO and TBT Notifications

2. [bookmark: _Hlk52182868]New Zealand News:  Primary sector exports and jobs up again; Two new diplomatic appointments announced; Rockit appoints new CEO; Rockit Global announces key partnership with Indian Suri Agro Fresh; Covid-19: Tourism's loss is agritech's win; Irish agri-tech brings spraying up to speed; New Zealand grants visa extensions; COVID restrictions create problems for NZ's largest strawberry producer; New Zealand job portal Go Horticulture; Biosecurity microcredential short course; Government support for Farm Environment Plans welcomed; Timpack keeps New Zealand supply chain working; Premium herbs delivered to New Zealanders via a new online and delivery service; Breeder of red kiwifruit scoops Innovation Award; Increasing tomato yields in winter - New project in New Zealand; Apples see the light; $4.7 million in funding for SVS from MPI; Countdown unveils contactless shopping and artificial intelligence with new Scan&Go tech; Kiwis want to know what’s in their food; 

3. International news: GAIN reports; Chile tightens Covid-19 guidelines; ePhyto to facilitate international agricultural trade; Horticulture might guide Kenya's economic rebound from COVID; COVID resurgence in Europe worries Kenyan horti traders; The future is a combination of vertical farming and  greenhouse production, Dole harnesses the sun to move closer to their carbon neutral promise; Rapid expansion of blueberry cultivation leads to water use compliance crackdown; Interest in sustainability increases among consumers during pandemic; Antioxidant found in apples and grape seeds to increase hair growth

Comment
A good lot of articles this week. In the New Zealand section notable this week are a number of Government supported initiatives that should make a real difference in the short and longer term. Changes to Visa extensions, the creation of a job portal and support for the writing of Farm Environment plans will provide more certainty for growers and packers and allow them to plan with more confidence. Investment in two significant research programme to determine how best to grow apples to maximise yields and another to improve crop nutrient management for vegetable growers should help to optimise yield and minimise impacts on the environment. Its good to see such support for Horticulture.

There is less of interest in the international section. Sustainability and the effect of Covid are the two main themes this week. Surprisingly the value of Kenya’s horticultural exports increased in the first half of this year and not surprisingly Kenya now sees Horticulture as once of the Industries that will help it to recover from the economic impacts of Covid

1. Agency   news                                                         [image: ]
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk52182944]Country freedom update 
The Country Freedom List has been updated state that Bruchus pisorum (Pea Weevil) is not known to occur in New Zealand.


1.2. WTO and TBT Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Canada -MRL’s
· China – 1673 MRL’s 
· Korea - Amendment of Quarantine Pest List

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications) are available here  

A TBT notification released in the last week is for the EU for controls and other measures ensuring traceability and compliance in organic production and the labelling of organic products. See EN
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2. [bookmark: _Hlk52182845]New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. Primary sector exports and jobs up again 
Primary sector exports and jobs are up again, demonstrating the sector’s underlying strength amid the COVID-19 global pandemic and US-China trade war, and supporting New Zealand’s economic recovery. Last week Stats NZ today reported New Zealand’s merchandise exports in August were up 8.6% on a year ago, driven by an increase in the value of our fruit which is up 28.2% and gold kiwifruit 
Stats NZ also reported that the number of filled jobs across our primary industries reached 99,920 in August, up by 8,720 or 9.6% from a year ago.

“People in New Zealand with expiring working holiday visas can now stay to fill short-term horticulture and viticulture roles, with Supplementary Seasonal Employment visas being automatically given to around 11,000 people holding working holiday visas that expire between 1 October 2020 and 31 March 2021.
Across the whole year to August, against the backdrop of a global pandemic and the US-China trade war, all exports have grown by 2.8%, with fruit exports up 8.4% and vegetables exports up 6.3%.
Full article available here



2.2. Two new diplomatic appointments announced:
Michael Appleton as New Zealand’s first resident High Commissioner to Sri Lanka. Mr Appleton, a career diplomat since 2005, is currently the Senior Foreign Affairs Adviser in the Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. He has had previous postings in India, the United States and Timor-Leste.

Tredene Dobson as New Zealand’s next Ambassador to Viet Nam. Ms Dobson, a career diplomat since 2003, has previously served as New Zealand’s Ambassador to Iraq. She has also had previous postings in Indonesia and South Korea. She is currently Unit Manager in the International Security and Disarmament Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Full article available here 
[image: ]
2.3. Rockit appoints new CEO
New Zealand-headquartered Rockit Global has announced the appointment of Mark O’Donnell as its new chief executive. O’Donnell joins the company from House of Travel, where he has been chief executive. He begins as CEO in early January 2021. O’Donnell joins on the back of a record year for Rockit with volumes and turnover up around 25 per cent. It developed over 150ha of new orchards in 2020, taking its total planted area to 480 ha in New Zealand. Rockit’s proprietary miniature apples are grown in New Zealand and eight other countries and they are now sold in 28 countries, with Kuwait and India opened as new markets this year. In order to cater for rapidly increasing fruit volumes, in early 2021 Rockit is set to move into a new purpose-built, state-of-the-art coolstore and packhouse facility in Irongate, Hastings. Full article available here 



2.4. Rockit Global announces key partnership with Indian Suri Agro Fresh
In a move that further amplifies Rockit Global Limited’s reach into India, the company has announced a partnership with Suri Agro Fresh. Suri Agro Fresh is one of the largest fresh produce companies in India, importing quality fruit and vegetables from across the globe and distributing into the sub-continent. Full article available here 

2.5. Covid-19: Tourism's loss is agritech's win 
As NZ's tourism-focused global messaging was muted by the Covid-19 pandemic, the Agritech sector has become one of the government’s priorities with more resources to step-up its international profile and lift its export earning potential. The industry received $11.4 million to implement a transformation plan, backed up with the support of New Zealand Trade & Enterprise's global network. Full article available here 



2.6. Irish agri-tech brings spraying up to speed 
Irish company MagGrow has won the International Innovation Award at the New Zealand National Fieldays, with its technology of reducing spray drift while maximizing efficiency and output for farmers. The technology is a two-component system that uses permanent rare earth magnets to be installed on sprayers, which changes the physical properties of the pesticides passing through to optimise the spray droplet. Full article available here 



2.7. [bookmark: _Hlk52179924]New Zealand grants visa extensions
The New Zealand Government last week announced a range of immigration policy changes aimed at filling labour shortages in horticulture and viticulture, while also supporting the country’s residents who are out of work due to Covid-19. The Supplementary Seasonal Employment (SSE) visa will be automatically given to around 11,000 working holiday visa holders in New Zealand with visas expiring between 1 November 2020 and 31 March 2021. These visas will allow them to work in horticulture and viticulture roles, where there are not enough New Zealanders available to do this work.

Employers can take on these workers when there are unfilled Recognised Seasonal Employer (RSE) scheme spaces with an RSE employer, or there are unfilled roles available with an accredited SSE employer. Employers will also be able to take on SSE workers for roles in regions specified on a list which the Ministry of Social Development is currently compiling.

In addition, all RSE scheme workers stranded in New Zealand who have been granted a more flexible limited visa to be able to work part-time and do non-RSE work will be able to ‘re-enter’ the RSE scheme and work for an RSE employer with 30 hours per week average pay guaranteed. The changes are for the 2020/21 season only. Full article available here 





2.8. COVID restrictions create problems for NZ's largest strawberry producer
The first strawberries of the season are on their way already. By October the fields will be ready for harvest but the problem is, there's virtually no one to pick them. Vital overseas workers who make up the bulk of pickers can't get here due to New Zealand's closed border. Francie Perry is the country's biggest strawberry producer, a multi-million-dollar operation. "If the Government don't allow some of these horticulture workers across the border, then the Kiwi public are going to be faced with very high prices for annual crops."

The Government says locals will take up the slack, with Labour leader Jacinda Ardern claiming some New Zealand unemployed will take up the slack, and yesterday announcing that foreigners with expiring working holiday visas can now move into horticulture. Agriculture Minister Damien O'Connor estimates that would mean around 11,000 people could move into the job. But Perry is sceptical.

Perry says she has the solution - accommodation in Auckland all set to receive workers from Covid-free Samoa. "We've got a facility that would be suitable for quarantine and we could quarantine 70 people in it and that would get us through." She's paid for it all and she'll even pay for the security staff. But the Government is still not budging. "If we don't get it organised in the next week or so, it becomes a real crisis," Perry says. Without pickers, more than 1000 Kiwi jobs in the packhouse will potentially be lost, and the Christmas favourites could be left to rot in the ground. Full article available here



2.9. New Zealand job portal GoHorticulture
"Not only does New Zealand produce the world’s best fruit and vegetables, we are also producing the best people to grow the best produce," says Mike Chapman, Chair of HortNZ. "This is a collective effort across product groups, district associations and growers. With support from the Provincial Growth Fund, we have managed to put in place a network of Career Progression Managers and – with redeployed MPI biosecurity staff – to expand this network, so that we cover many of our growing areas, from Northland through to Central Otago. This network is a good example of an industry-government partnership, and adapting to meet the challenges of Covid."

The Career Progression Managers’ role is to work with employers, workers and potential workers in their areas, to attract people into horticulture, create fulfilling long-lasting careers, and increase the number of apprentices and people studying for diplomas and degrees in their regions. This initiative is all about getting more and more New Zealanders involved in horticulture, long term. 

GoHorticulture or GoHort went live in August, to attract people to horticulture by showcasing careers and opportunities. Since August, nearly 4,000 have visited the site and 3,200 have accessed the job board.

A group of Year 13 students from Tasman have created a card game about horticulture careers that has come up trumps, with packs of cards being distributed to schools around the country. A pack of cards is made up of 40 different horticulture jobs, with each card giving the job’s potential salary, length of training, level of hands-on work, along with job opportunity rating. 

Engagement to increase Māori participation in horticulture in Northland and Hawkes Bay is increasing. One example is the Ngati Pahauwera Development Trust in Hawkes Bay, which is investing in pipfruit. The Trust has set aside 80 hectares of Māori land to plant apple trees while the Ngawha Innovation Park is in the process of seeking Provincial Growth Fund support for its horticulture development 

The Career Progression Manager team is directly responsible for getting 181 people into horticulture apprenticeships, and has collectively been involved in arranging training for more than 800 people. Full article available here



2.10. Biosecurity microcredential short course
Primary ITO with the Horticulture Capability Group have developed a biosecurity micro-credential to enhance industry capability. The programme is designed to give business owners and managers the skills to develop, implement and improve workplace biosecurity strategies and practices on their property. At the end of the qualification, people will be equipped with the skills and knowledge to identify, evaluate and prioritise biosecurity risks in the primary sector workplace; develop a plan to manage biosecurity risks for a primary industry workplace; implement and monitor the biosecurity plan, and review and update the biosecurity plan. Full article available here



2.11. Government support for Farm Environment Plans welcomed
Horticulture New Zealand has welcomed government support for Farm Environment Plans, saying the horticulture industry is already well on the way to implementing Farm Environment Plans across the country. "The horticulture industry sees Farm Environment Plans as powerful tools for reducing environmental impact and providing evidence to meet regulatory requirements, while maintaining if not enhancing yields and returns," says HortNZ Chief Executive, Mike Chapman. 

"HortNZ has been trialling Farm Environment Plans with vegetable growers in Levin and Pukekohe – two of New Zealand’s major vegetable growing areas – to good effect. In order to encourage uptake, we have also translated the steps to meet Farm Environment Plan requirements into Traditional Chinese. Growers in Levin and Pukekohe have appreciated the greater knowledge that Farm Environment Plans provide them about their land and key inputs such as fertiliser."  Full article available here
2.12. Timpack keeps New Zealand supply chain working
Waikato company Timpack has played a key role helping businesses move their essential goods around New Zealand and export them to the world. Employing 200 staff, Timpack makes a million items of wooden packaging annually. Dairy processors and kiwifruit packers are two of their biggest clients. Its team of 200 staff quite literally takes business places with production of more than a million items of wooden packaging annually. Full article available here 



2.13. Premium herbs delivered to New Zealanders via a new online and delivery service
New Zealand's coronavirus restrictions have led to one of the country's leading herb producers (Superb Herb) to make their range available to more consumers, through the creation of an online store. Herbs are couriered overnight nationwide. The minimum purchase is six plants."

The company, which was founded in 1974 by Jim Pike, grows 23 varieties of herbs; the most popular being Coriander, Basil, Mint and Parsley. In terms of volume, three tonnes of herbs are produced every week, using five ha of greenhouse space. The company supplies to all supermarkets, restaurants and fresh markets in New Zealand as well as a home delivery business: My Food Bag. They also export twice weekly to Hong Kong where they sell to two major supermarket chains and a fresh market. 

In late 2019, Superb Herb started production its new glasshouse, which was built by world experts in greenhouse automation based in The Netherlands and scoped with the latest technology available. It is the first one of its kind in Australasia based on the amount of automation built within each growing stage. The article also contains information about the automation that the business has invested that has streamlined all parts of the business - from planting to dispatch. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.14. [bookmark: _Hlk52180020]Breeder of red kiwifruit scoops Innovation Award
Esteemed New Zealand kiwifruit breeder and scientist Russell Lowe has been awarded the 2020 Kiwifruit Innovation Award for his work breeding the first commercialised red kiwifruit cultivar, Zespri Red. Mr Lowe, who has recently retired from his role at Crown Research Institute Plant & Food Research, first began working on the challenge of breeding a new red kiwifruit in 1993, for the new varieties breeding programme jointly run by Plant & Food Research and Zespri.

This award is about recognising a contribution that will create enduring value for the kiwifruit industry.
Russell has put a huge amount of work into breeding a successful red kiwifruit which in itself marks a significant milestone for the industry, Full article available here 

2.15. Increasing tomato yields in winter - New project in New Zealand
Rohe Produce Limited is planning to build a $70 million, 8.9-hectare, high-tech glasshouse at Marsden Point, focused on growing organic speciality tomatoes. The glasshouse will be the first of its kind in New Zealand. It will be set up, using of 100 percent LED lights, which Rohe Produce said would increase yields by 50 percent per square meter.

The company received $14 million loan from the Provincial Growth Fund. It is estimated about 200 construction jobs will be created for 12 to 18 months during the glasshouse build, and about 110 permanent jobs once operational year-round. Full article available here



2.16. Apples see the light
Plant and Food Research scientists in Hawkes Bay have been working on an MBIE funded research programme -Future Orchard Planting Systems -to design an orchard system that allows the fruiting canopy to capture more sunlight to improve production and sustainability. The programme is led by Dr Stuart Tustin, who said the new design with the innovation of narrowing tree rows can utilise up to 85% of the sunlight energy while the conventional orchard designs only utilise between 60% to 65%. Full article available here 



2.17. [bookmark: _Hlk52180091]$4.7 million in funding for SVS from MPI
A project to boost vegetable growers’ efforts to care for the health of the environment while supplying fresh, healthy food, has received $4.7 million in government backing from MPI. The funding adds to the $2.8 million already invested by industry into Sustainable Vegetable Systems, a four-year project, focused on improving crop nutrient management for the growing of potatoes, onions, brassicas, butternut squash, carrots, and leafy greens.

The project was established by Potatoes NZ, partnering with Horticulture New Zealand and vegetable groups Onions New Zealand, Vegetables New Zealand, Processed Vegetables New Zealand, and NZ Buttercup Squash, under their umbrella of the Vegetable Research and Innovation Board. The project will give growers the ability to accurately manage nutrient flows, while meeting demand for quality produce, meaning better environmental outcomes”, 

Plant & Food Research is undertaking the work to quantify and model nitrate leaching. The project will engage with vegetable growers around New Zealand, providing tools to help them apply effective nitrate management techniques suited to their land and operations. The Sustainable Vegetable Systems project will have nine commercial field sites across the country in Canterbury, Hawke’s Bay, Horowhenua, Waikato and Pukekohe as well as trials at Plant & Food Research facilities in Lincoln and Hawke’s Bay.

[bookmark: _Hlk52174178]Chris Claridge said this project will give the vegetable growing sector improved tools to estimate nitrate leaching, an area where the sector is currently underserved. “This project will enable growers to assess which management techniques will best reduce their risk of nitrate leaching, so they can confidently make changes in practice”, Chris Claridge said. Full article available here 



2.18. Countdown unveils contactless shopping and artificial intelligence with new Scan&Go tech
Countdown is testing out a contactless Scan&Go service where hi-tech scales know what you’re buying and customers can skip the regular checkout for an easy in-store shopping experience. Available at Countdown’s busy Ponsonby store in Auckland, Scan&Go lets customers shop via an app - scanning, bagging and paying for their groceries all from their smartphone. Specially-designed scales in the produce area use image recognition to identify which type of fresh fruit and vegetables customers choose, including letting you know if you’ve left your keys or phone on the scales, or telling the difference between different types of apples. Source: countdown.co.nz 




2.19. [bookmark: _Hlk52180156]Kiwis want to know what’s in their food
Detailed information about the nutritional value of New Zealand foods, beyond what is available on a food label, has not always been easy to find making this simpler, the new and improved New Zealand Food Composition Database (NZFCD) is increasingly becoming a go-to resource for professionals, educators and consumers looking for a reliable source of up-to-date nutrient data for New Zealand foods. Over the past year more people have discovered the NZFCD – thanks to the enhanced search functionality and the addition of data on free and added sugars. Website visits increased 46% and page views increased 79% over the past year. 

The NZFCD is the most comprehensive collection of nutrition data for over 2,700 commonly-consumed New Zealand foods and provides reliable data on macronutrients (like carbohydrates, protein, fat and dietary fibre) and micronutrients (like vitamins and minerals). Around 100 new or updated food records are added to the NZFCD every year with food analysis conducted by accredited laboratories in New Zealand and Australia. 

Users can search for a single food or compare up to three foods in a side-by-side comparison. They can also choose the level of detail – from a simple nutrient information panel to a detailed breakdown with up to 363 components. The top most searched five are: bananas, almonds, Braeburn apples, carrots and dried apricots. Full article available here
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However, the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report, click on the link in each notification This week see:
[bookmark: _Hlk52182780]
a) Canada Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report 
Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report_Ottawa_Canada_06-30-2020 

b) EU Launches Consultation on Future Organics Action Plan EU Launches Consultation on Future Organics Action Plan _Brussels USEU_European Union_09-16-2020 

c) COVID-19 in India - Weekly Port Situation Update COVID-19 in India - Weekly Port Situation Update_Mumbai_India_09-17-2020 

d) Italy Food Service - Hotel Restaurant Institutional  When choosing an eatery, Italian consumers are increasingly looking for food and beverages that they consider healthy, including locally sourced products that combine good nutritional value and farm to fork traceability. Food Service - Hotel Restaurant Institutional_Rome_Italy_09-30-2020 

e) Netherlands Food Service - Hotel Restaurant Institutional Food Service - Hotel Restaurant Institutional_The Hague_Netherlands_09-30-2020 



[image: ]                                                                                                 Regulatory
3.2. Chile tightens Covid-19 guidelines
Chile has reinforced coronavirus safety guidelines for the fresh produce industry by publishing an updated version of its Good Practice Manual. Asoex president Ronald Bown said the new measures reflect the importance of protecting the health of the workers and ensuring the continuity of food supply.
Bown stressed that although to date there is no evidence that the virus is transmitted by food, “it is the responsibility of the industry to maintain a work environment that minimises risks to people and continues to deliver products that respond to the nutritional and safety needs that are common in Chilean fruit growing”. Full article available here 



3.3. ePhyto to facilitate international agricultural trade
The Industry Advisory Group (IAG) of the IPPC ePhyto Solution calls on governments to support the adoption of ePhyto to facilitate international agricultural trade, which would be crucial in safeguarding global food security beyond the Covid-19 recovery period.

Global trading operations of plant products rely on crucial communication and transparency of phytosanitary requirements to protect plant health and ensure international unrestricted and safe trade of goods. Phytosanitary certificates facilitate such trade and benefit plant production sectors as well as consumers. Electronic certification as part of a broader endeavour for trade facilitation has proven itself indispensable during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic to maintain continuity of agricultural trade despite limitations on air traffic and courier services. Full 

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.4. Horticulture might guide Kenya's economic rebound from COVID
Experts have expressed their hope that Kenya’s horticulture sector will guide the rebound of that nation’s economy, as the country rediscovers growth amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
New data indicates that for the first seven months of the year, earnings from the export of cut flowers, fruits and vegetables increased by 8.6 per cent to Ksh.93.4 billion (€728.5 mln). The improved revenues, supported by better prices for cut flowers and fruits, was set against lower volumes of 185,215 tons compared to 206,127 tons of these goods sold last year. Full article available here 




3.5. COVID resurgence in Europe worries Kenyan horti traders
Kenyan fresh produce exporters are concerned about the possibility of a second Covid-19 lockdown in Europe, which would most certainly hurt their sales.

The flower sector was the hardest hit as the world’s largest auction in Amsterdam was shut during the pandemic. Kenya sells nearly all of its flowers through this market. The auction has, however, been fully opened following the easing of the Covid-19 containment measures that had been put in place earlier.
As explained on businessdailyafrica.com, September marks the beginning of high season for the country’s horticulture produce to European market, which accounts for over 60 percent of the total exports. Full article available here 



3.6. [bookmark: _Hlk52180240]The future is a combination of vertical farming and greenhouse production, 
“Rabobank has been studying the vertical farming market for a couple of years now. Vertical farms continue to improve with more high-tech systems than greenhouse growers 

The Netherlands have not yet moved into vertical farming but the USA which is not very familiar with glass greenhouses has switched to vertical more readily. The only disadvantage a greenhouse has, compared to vertical farming, is that it needs more space and it is less easy to control because it still uses sunlight. In the indoor farming market, there are a lot of small-scale companies. In comparison to the Dutch greenhouses, it’s not as profitable as it could be. When stacking multiple layers vertically it will increase production. “However, it's not large-scale enough. Now there is a limited range of products, such as luxury lettuces and herbs, for which there is only a narrow market”.

“The vertical farming market is currently in a development phase. Before that type of farming matures it will need to increase efficiency and more uniformity is needed. Currently large sums of money are being put into the sector while very little working proof that vertical farming can be profitable.

The investment costs for a vertical farm are more or less starting at € 2000 per m2 in comparison to a greenhouse which is about € 200-500 per m2. There is a huge difference between investment costs which is a major disadvantage for farmers looking for funding. Efficient herb plant factories could possibly compete with a greenhouse at the same cost price. Unfortunately, there’s so little transparency in the industry that not much is known about it. The article also discusses the pros and cons of an inner city location for a vertical farm 

 “In the end the author of the article considers that vertical farming is most suitable for leafy greens, such as lettuce and herbs. Young plants and starting materials are also very suitable for this kind of growing environment. These greens are well suited for this type of cultivation, in terms of hygiene requirements and product quality. The crops can easily be stacked in multiple layers. This results in a higher value per kilogram, which is great looking at the cost price of these farming techniques”.
Large farms can process this type of production better than a small farm growing plants. These farms can pack and deliver the products immediately because only then it becomes logistically efficient. “For ‘fresh-cut companies’ it could be useful if they could grow some of their raw materials within their factory, such as expensive types of lettuce. In small businesses, I see more potential for local markets and the hospitality industry.  Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      
3.7. [bookmark: _Hlk52180256]Dole harnesses the sun to move closer to their carbon neutral promise
Dole Asia Holdings has made a significant step forward to achieving Net Zero Carbon with the signing of a contract with Symbior Solar to expand its renewable energy sourcing to its processing facilities in the Philippines. Symbior Solar is to install over 33,000 square meters of solar panels at Dole facilities in Thailand and the Philippines. 

It is an important step towards Dole's commitment to achieve carbon neutrality in its operations by 2030, a key goal laid down in the Dole Promise made in June this year. Their climate Promise is to source 100% renewable energy for our processing facilities and to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 50% from 2019 levels. Full article available here 



3.8. [bookmark: _Hlk52180268]Rapid expansion of blueberry cultivation leads to water use compliance crackdown
The rapid growth of blueberry and other intensive farming in northern New South Wales has prompted a crackdown on illegal water use. It has also led to concerns about pollution in rivers and in the state's first marine conservation area. According to the Natural Resources Access Regulator, 28 of 31 inspected farms around the Coffs Harbour region were allegedly non-compliant with water laws.
Full article available here 



3.9. [bookmark: _Hlk52180278]Interest in sustainability increases among consumers during pandemic
Few industries have not experienced an impact from Covid19 in one way or another. For the horticultural industry, there's been a resurgence of the home gardener and an interest in sustainability.
Another surprising result of the pandemic is a somewhat drastic shift in consumers interest in sustainability, their attitude towards environmental practices and the repercussions of what they do and how they live.

In a recent survey conducted by Kearney Management Consultants, participants were asked about their interest in sustainability and environmental products, and whether their opinions had changed due to COVID-19. The survey revealed:
· 48% said the pandemic had made them more concerned about the environment
· 55% said that as a result of their COVID-19 experiences they were “more likely to purchase environmentally friendly products”
· And a whopping 78% of consumers now believe that companies could be doing more to help them make decisions that improve environmental outcomes.
Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                       Health   
3.10. [bookmark: _Hlk52180288]Antioxidant found in apples and grape seeds to increase hair growth
Procyanidin is a type of flavonoid antioxidant that is said to have powerful therapeutic effects on hair follicles. These polyphenol compounds which are commonly found in apples, barley and grape seeds have been suggested to produce hair growth and possess stimulating effects by promoting hair epithelial cell growth. Full article available here
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2020 - WTO notifications - 22-09-20.xlsx
SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English		French		Spanish

		G/SPS/N/ARE/193/Add.1		Addenda emergency		15/09/2020		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat‑treated meat.		Slovak Republic		Lifting temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Slovak Republic		The United Arab Emirates is lifting the temporary on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-product, day-old chicks, hatching eggs from Slovak Republic and continue of regulating the importation of poultry meat and table eggs and its non-heat-treated products according to the health certificate from Slovak Republic to the United Arab Emirates, accompanying the consignments for releasing purpose. This follows the publishing of the Follow-up report No. 8 (Final report) of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Slovak Republic, and in compliance with Article 10.4.4, Chapter 10.4 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		N/A		N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/505		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Australia		Foods in general				Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (8 September 2020).		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Clothianidin, Imidacloprid, Metribuzin, Pyraflufen-ethyl and Saflufenacil in specified plant commodities.
Fluralaner in specified animal commodities.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1654/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 2447, 13 July 2020, regarding the active ingredient P61 - PIROXASSULFONA (Pyroxasulfone) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE no. 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		The Draft Resolution number 803, 26 March 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1654 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 2447, 13 July 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=17/07/2020&jornal=515&pagina=64		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		N/A		N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1687/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3449, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient S20 - Saccharomyces cerevisiae		The Draft Resolution number 851, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1687 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3449, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1688/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 200811, 070810, 070820, 071320, 071340, 1007, 170111; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3450, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient D55 - DINOTEFURAN (dinotefuran)		The Draft Resolution number 852, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1688 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3450, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1689/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 071010, 09, 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3455, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F69 - FLUPIRADIFURONE (flupyradifurone)		The Draft Resolution number 853, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1689 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3455, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1692/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070810, 200811, 071320, 071340, 0904, 0704, 07133500, 07133990, 07102200; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3451, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient D41 - DIAFENTIUROM (diafenthiuron)		The Draft Resolution number 824, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1692 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3451, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1693/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3452, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient A14 - ATRAZINA (atrazine)		The Draft Resolution number 825, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1693 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3452, 3 September  2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1694/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3453, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient M40 - MESOTRIONA (mesotrione)		The Draft Resolution number 826, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1694 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3453, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1695/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3448, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F51 - FLUQUINCONAZOL (fluquinconazole)		The Draft Resolution number 850, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1695 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3448, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1696/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0805, 0603, 0604, 06; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3454, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient Q05 - QUIZALOFOPE-P-ETÍLICO (quizalofop-P)		The Draft Resolution number 827, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1696 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3454, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1697/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0904, 070930, 09041, 200811, 070820, 071320, 070810, 071340, 07099990, jilo, duboisia; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3447, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient C70 - CLORANTRANILIPROLE (Chlorantraniliprole)		The Draft Resolution number 849, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1697 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3447, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1698/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1005; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3439, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient G01- GLIFOSATO (glyphosate)		The Draft Resolution number 828, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1698 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3439, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1699/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3446, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient C55.3 - Óxido cuproso (copper hydroxide)		The Draft Resolution number 848, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1699 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3446, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1700/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 09; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3441, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient T32 - TEBUCONAZOL (tebuconazole)		The Draft Resolution number 830, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1700 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3441, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1701/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 24; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3442, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F28 - FENPROPATRINA (fenpropathrin)		The Draft Resolution number 831, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1701 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3442, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1702/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3438, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient A63 - ALLIUM SATIVUM		The Draft Resolution number 832, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1702 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3438, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1703/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 170111; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3433, 3 September 2020		The Draft Resolution number 833, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1703 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3433, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1704/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 120929; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3429, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient T05 - TEBUTIUROM (tebuthiuron)		The Draft Resolution number 834, 23 June 23 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1704 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3429, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=108		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1705/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 070511; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3435, 3 September 2020		The Draft Resolution number 835, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1705 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3435, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1706/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1204, 070820; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3437, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F47 - FLUAZINAM (fluazinam)		The Draft Resolution number 837, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1706 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3437, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1707/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 071320, 070810, 071340, 07133500; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3436, 3 September 2020,regarding the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOL (propiconazole)		The Draft Resolution number 836, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1707 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3436, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1711/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07052, 120750, 070420, 071140, 12119029, 07049010, 0709991000; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3431, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F53 - FAMOXADONA (famoxadone)		The Draft Resolution number 841, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1711 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3431, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=108		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1712/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07133990, 07102200; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3432, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient C63 - LAMBDA-CIALOTRINA (lambda-cyhalothrin)		The Draft Resolution number 842, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1712 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3432, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=108		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1713/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1514, 120740, 1206, 1204; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3456, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient N09 - NOVALUROM (novaluron)		The Draft Resolution number 843, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1713 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3456, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1714/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 200811, 1002, 0805, 0803, 07102200, triticale; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3457, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient F36 - FLUTRIAFOL (flutriafol)		The Draft Resolution number 844, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1714 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3457, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1715/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 170111, 24, 06, 0603, 0604; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3458, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient A29 - ACETAMIPRIDO (acetamiprid)		The Draft Resolution number 845, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1715 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3458, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1716/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07051, 070521, 07052, 070970, 120750, 0804, 080430, 18, 080720, 1007, 070820, 12099110, 070990, 12119029, 0709999000, 081090, 3295, 08109060, 08026000, 08109090, 08105000, 08109090, cupuacu; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3459, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient E32 - ESPINETORAM (Spinetoram)		The Draft Resolution number 846, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1716 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3459, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1717/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 080711, 080810; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3460, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient T33 - TEFLUBENZUROM (teflubenzuron)		The Draft Resolution number 847, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1717 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3460, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=110		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1719/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07052, 120750, 070420, 071140, 12119029, 07049010, 0709991000; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 3440, 3 September 2020, regarding the active ingredient C09 - CIMOXANIL (cymoxanil)		The Draft Resolution number 829, 23 June 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1719 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 3440, 3 September 2020. 
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=08/09/2020&jornal=515&pagina=109		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1762		Regular notification		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 2106; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Normative Instruction number 67, 1 September 2020		This Normative Instruction establishes the inclusion of a declaration in the label of food products informing the existence of a new formula changing its composition. 
This regulation will be also notified to the TBT committee.		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1763		Regular notification		16/09/2020		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65.				Normative Instruction number 73, 1 September 2020		This Normative Instruction establishes the inclusion of a declaration in the label of pesticides informing the existence of a new formula changing its composition. 
This regulation will be also notified to the TBT committee.		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1244/Add.10		Addenda emergency		21/09/2020		Canada		Raw/unprocessed grains and their associated meals. Implicated HS codes:


Chapter 10


10 01 19 Durum wheat: Other; 10 01 99 Wheat and meslin: Other ;10 02 90 Rye: Other; 10 03 90 Barley: Other; 10 04 90 Oats: Other; 10 05 90 Maize (corn): Other; 10 06 10 Rice in the husk (paddy or rough); 10 07 90 Grain sorghum: Other; 10 08 10 Buckwheat; 10 08 60 Triticale


Chapter 11


All commodities


Chapter 12


12 01 90 Soya beans, whether or not broken: Other; 12 04 00 Linseed, whether or not broken; 12 05 10 Low erucic acid rape or colza seeds; 12 05 90 Other; 12 06 00 Sunflower seeds; 12 07 60 Safflower (Carthamus tinctorius) seeds; 12 07 99 Other: Other; 12 08 Flours and meals of oil seeds or oleaginous fruits, other than those of mustard


Chapter 23


23 02 Brans, sharps, and other residues derived from cereals or leguminous plants; 23 03 10 Residues of starch manufacture and similar residues; 23 04 Oil-cake and other solid residues from extraction of soya-bean oil; 23 06 oil cake and other solid residues from extraction of vegetable fats or oils; 23 06 10 Of cotton seeds; 23 06 20 Of linseed; 23 06 30 Of sunflower seeds; 23 06 41 Of rape or colza seeds (low erucic acid); 23 06 49 Of rape or colza seeds (other); 23 06 90 Other; 23 09 90 Other (select commodities)		Specific regions or countries: Belgium*; Benin; Bulgaria*; Burkina Faso; Burundi; Cabo Verde; Cambodia; Cameroon; Central African Republic; Chad; China; Congo; Côte d'Ivoire; Czech Republic*; Estonia*; The Gambia; Germany*; Ghana; Greece*; Guinea-Bissau; Hong Kong, China; Hungary*; India; Indonesia; Italy*; Kenya; Lao People's Democratic Republic; Latvia*; Lithuania*; Madagascar; Malawi; Republic of Moldova; Mongolia; Mozambique; Myanmar; Namibia; Nigeria; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Poland*; Republic of Korea; Romania*; Russian Federation; Rwanda; Senegal; Serbia; Sierra Leone; Slovakia*; South Africa; Tanzania; Togo; Ukraine; Viet Nam; Zambia; Zimbabwe		Order Imposing Conditions in Relation to Secondary Control Zones In Respect of African Swine Fever		The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has implemented new import requirements for select feed ingredients imported from countries identified as posing a potential concern with respect to African Swine Fever (ASF). The identified products will require an import permit prior to importation from the specified countries and the conditions in the implementing order and the import permit will need to be met. These conditions may include certification of origin, heat treatment and/or hold times (depending on the product in question) designed to mitigate the risk of contamination of these products with the African Swine Fever virus.
 
Canada has expanded the list of regions or countries likely to be affected by this measure to include Germany. The updated list is noted below:
 
Regions or countries likely to be affected, to the extent relevant or practicable:


[ ]     All trading partners
[X]    Specific regions or countries: Belgium*; Benin; Bulgaria*; Burkina Faso; Burundi; Cabo Verde; Cambodia; Cameroon; Central African Republic; Chad; China; Congo; Côte d'Ivoire; Czech Republic*; Estonia*; The Gambia; Germany*; Ghana; Greece*; Guinea-Bissau; Hong Kong, China; Hungary*; India; Indonesia; Italy*; Kenya; Lao People's Democratic Republic; Latvia*; Lithuania*; Madagascar; Malawi; Republic of Moldova; Mongolia; Mozambique; Myanmar; Namibia; Nigeria; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Poland*; Republic of Korea; Romania*; Russian Federation; Rwanda; Senegal; Serbia; Sierra Leone; Slovakia*; South Africa; Tanzania; Togo; Ukraine; Viet Nam; Zambia; Zimbabwe


*denotes recognition of regionalization		Animal health; 				N/A		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1296/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/09/2020		Canada		Spirulina Extract (ICS Codes:67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Colouring Agents to Enable the Use of Spirulina Extract in Various Foods - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0152		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of Spirulina extract as a food colouring agent.
 
Health Canada published a Proposal to Enable the Use of Spirulina Extract as a Colouring Agent in Various Foods [NOP/ADP-0034] on 9 January 2020. The proposal was open to the public for comment for 75 days. A summary of the responses received from stakeholders and Health Canada's replies is available in the information document referenced below.
 
The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of Spirulina extract for use as a colouring agent. Consequently, Health Canada has enabled the uses of Spirulina extract described in the information document by modifying the List of Permitted Colouring Agents, effective 4 September 2020.
 
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1310/Add.1		Addenda regular		15/09/2020		Canada		MRLs				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Fenpropathrin		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for fenpropathrin notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1310 (dated 16 June 2020) was adopted 6 September 2020. The proposed MRL was established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and is provided directly below:
           
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.15                   Tree nuts (crop group 14-11)2
1ppm = parts per million
2This MRL replaces the currently established MRL of 0.10 ppm for crop group 14.
 
An MRL is established for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1335		Regular notification		15/09/2020		Canada		Protease from Trichoderma reesei RF8963 (ICS Codes: 67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Food Enzymes to Enable the Use of Protease from Trichoderma reesei RF8963 in Hydrolyzed Animal, Milk and Vegetable Protein - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0150		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of protease (serine protease) from Trichoderma reesei RF8963 in hydrolyzed animal, milk and vegetable protein.


Proteases from sources other than T. reesei are already permitted for use in Canada as food enzymes in various foods, including hydrolyzed animal, milk and vegetable protein.


The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of protease from T. reesei RF8963 for its requested use. Consequently, Health Canada has enabled the use of protease from T. reesei RF8963 described in the information document by modifying the List of Permitted Food Enzymes, effective 27 August 2020.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 		09/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1336		Regular notification		16/09/2020		Canada		Steviol Glycosides from Saccharomyces cerevisiae Y63348 (ICS Codes: 67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Sweeteners to Enable the Use of Steviol Glycosides from Saccharomyces cerevisiae Y63348 in a Variety of Foods - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0151		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a premarket safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of steviol glycosides from Saccharomyces cerevisiae Y63348 as a sweetener in the same foods where steviol glycosides from other sources is already permitted and at the same maximum levels as are allowed for those foods.


The already-permitted steviol glycosides is from the plant Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni or the yeasts S. cerevisiae CD15380 or S. cerevisiae CD15407.


The results of the premarket assessment support the safety of steviol glycosides from S. cerevisiae Y63348 for the same uses as are already permitted for steviol glycosides from these other sources. Consequently, Health Canada has enabled the use of steviol glycosides from S. cerevisiae Y63348 described in the information document by modifying the List of Permitted Sweeteners, effective 1 September 2020.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 		14/11/2020		14 November 2020		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1145/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/09/2020		China		Process(ed) Cheese				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Processed Cheese and Cheese Products		Compared with the notification on 3 June 2019 with the notification number of G/SPS/N/CHN/1145 , the changes are as follows:
1. The definition of processed cheese was revised.
2. The definition of cheese products and relevant index was added. 
3. The limit of aerobic plate count was added. 
4. The title changed to National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C. Processed Cheese and Cheese Products.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1150/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/09/2020		China		Food				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Maximum Levels of Contaminates in Foods (GB2762)		Based on document G/SPS/N/CHN/1150 that notified on 11 May 2020, the MLs for lead, cadmium and 3-chloro-1, 2-propanediol in some foods and the classification of some foods have been modified.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1165		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Pre-packaged foods				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: General Rules for Nutrition Labeling of Prepackaged Foods		This standard specifies the description and explanation of food nutrition information and characteristics on the nutrition label of prepackaged food.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1166		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Modified milk				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Modified milk		This standard is applicable to modified milk.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1167		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Fermented milk				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Fermented Milk		This standard applies to fermented milk and flavoured fermented milk. The definition and specific requirements of fermented milk, yoghurt, flavoured fermented milk and flavoured yoghurt are specified.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1168		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Whey powder and whey protein powder				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Whey Powder and Whey Protein Powder		This standard applies to whey powder, acid whey powder and whey protein powder. This standard stipulates the terms, definitions and technical requirements, etc.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1169		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Beverages				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Beverages		This standard applies to beverages, not including packaged water. It stipulates the definition, relevant technical requirements, etc.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1170		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Metal materials and articles for food contact				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Metal Materials and Articles for Food Contact		This standard specifies the safety requirements for the raw materials, sense, elements migration, migration test and labels of food contact materials and articles made from metals.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1171		Regular notification		14/09/2020		China		Microbial food cultures				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Code of Hygienic Practice for Microbial Food Cultures		This standard stipulates the basic requirement and management guideline for the sites, facilities and personnel in the process of raw material purchasing, species use and management, processing, packaging, storage and transportation.		Food safety; 		13/11/2020				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1172		Regular notification		17/09/2020		China		Foods				National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides in Foods		This standard establishes 1673 maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the residues of 187 pesticides, including abamectin, etc. in or on foods.		Food safety; 		16/11/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1173		Emergency notification		21/09/2020		China		Cold-chain food				GACC Announcement No.103 of 2020 (Announcement on the Implementation of Emergency Preventive Measures for Foreign Manufacturers of Imported Cold-chain Foods with Novel Coronavirus Nucleic Acid Positive Results)		In order to prevent the risk of introducing COVID-19 epidemic by importing cold-chain food and protect the health and safety of consumers, GACC implemented emergency preventive measures for foreign manufacturers of imported cold-chain foods with novel coronavirus nucleic acid positive results.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/EGY/112		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Egypt		Food products and products in contact with food.				Decision of the Board of Directors of the National Food Safety Authority(NFSA ) No.2/2020 on the Registration of Conformity Assessment Bodies Issuing Certificates of Inspection and  Conformity for imported Food Consignments.		This decision establishes a mechanism for the registration of Conformity Assessment Bodies that issue certificates of inspection and conformity for food consignments imported into Egypt. This decision organises the registration requirements and procedures, enforcement, technical and financial obligations of the Conformity Assessment Bodies required to conduct valid pre-shipment inspection. 
Moreover, this decision allows the Chairman of the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) to conclude Agreements and Memorandum of Understanding with International and Regional Authorities and Bodies on mutual recognition of food safety control systems to provide the required level of protection. 
This measure will reduce the time of inspections at the border and accelerate the release time of the food consignments imported into Egypt, while ensuring credibility in the issued certificates. 
Worth mentioning is that this decision complies with international Principles and guidelines.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/EGY/113		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Egypt		Food				Decision of the Board of Directors of the National Food Safety Authority No.1/2020 on Issuance of Technical Regulations Governing Issuance of Validity Certificates for Food Exports		This decision regulates the Validity Certificate issued by the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA), upon the request of the competent authority in the importing country, or the exporter of food consignments, in the form and format agreed upon and in accordance with the rules and procedures provided for in the Decision. 
NFSA may verify the extent to which exported food consignments fulfil the food safety requirements of importing countries and other procedures and mechanisms provided for in the provisions of this Decision. 
The purpose of this Decision is to simplify the process of issuing Export Validity Certificates and related documentation and to prevent the use of fraudulent certificates. In addition, it expedites the clearance process while meeting the importing country requirements.
The certification acts as an assurance that the exported Egyptian food products comply with the applicable standards and requirements at the country of destination as requested.
Worth mentioning is that this decision complies with international Guidelines.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/EGY/114		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Egypt		Food				Decision of the Board of Directors of the National Food Safety Authority No.5/2019 on Registration of Certification Bodies granting certificates of Food Safety Management Systems		This Decision regulates the procedures for the registration of certification bodies granting certificates of food safety management systems (FSMS) with the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA). 
The regulatory procedures provided in this Decision aim to enhance the credibility in using food safety certificates. The regulation aims to confront the illegal practices of issuing such certificates to gain the confidence of all stakeholders and to raise the consumer confidence in the safety of food products available in the market and support the competitiveness of Egyptian food products to have access to global markets.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/EGY/115		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Egypt		Food				Decision of the board of directors of The National Food Safety Authority No. 8 /2020		Based on risk analysis principles and in response to COVID-19 this decision provides for a temporarily reduction in the percentage of consignments of imported Food raw materials and final food products subjected to inspection to be 25% Provided that: 
The imported food raw materials consignments are imported by food establishments registered in the "white list" at the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA). Conditions for registration in the "white list" can be found at the NFSA website(www.nfsa.gov.eg). 
The final food products fall under the auspices of Decision No.2/2020 of the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA), where by the consignments are  accompanied by a pre-shipment Certificate of Conformity (COC's) through a conformity assessment body that  is registered and accredited at the National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) according to Decision No.2/2020. 
The NFSA Chairman may change the percentage of inspection of imports of Food products and raw materials in accordance with any changes that may occur. 
This decision shall be implemented until 31 October 2020.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/778		Regular notification		16/09/2020		Japan		Phytase as a feed additive				Amendments of standards and specifications of Phytase		MAFF will add standards and specifications of Phytase to "Ministerial Ordinance on the Specifications and Standards of Feeds and Feed Additives" (Ordinance No. 35 of 24 July 1976 of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry)		Food safety; Animal health; 		16/10/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KAZ/73		Regular notification		15/09/2020		Kazakhstan		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control under the following HS code of the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union.				Draft Eurasian Economic Commission Collegium Decision on amendments to the Regulation on Common Veterinary (Sanitary and Veterinary) Requirements for Goods Subject to Veterinary Control (surveillance) and Draft Eurasian Economic Commission Collegium Decision on amendments to the Forms of Common Veterinary Certificates for import into the customs territory of the Eurasian  Economic Union of controlled goods from third countries		The drafts provide for the harmonization of veterinary requirements and Forms of Common Veterinary Certificates with the Terrestrial Animal Health Code of the Office of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) in terms of bovine spongiform encephalopathy		Animal health; 		14/11/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/212/Add.15		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Korea, Republic of		Plants or plant products imported into Korea				Amendment of Quarantine Pest List		Amendment of Quarantine Pest List 

The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) in the Republic of Korea, has amended the quarantine pest list which is based on the result of a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) and in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 and 6 of the Ministerial Ordinance of the Plant Protection Act. 

The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency notified to add 5 quarantine pest species as follows:

No.                   Scientific name                            Group                             Category
==               =================                    =======                  ===============
1                  Ascochyta fabae                             Fungus                        Controlled Pest
2              Cacao swollen shoot virus                   Virus                          Controlled Pest
3              Capsicum chlorosis virus                     Virus                          Controlled Pest
4               Strawberry crinkle virus                      Virus                          Controlled Pest
5              Oenanthe pimpinelloides                    Weed                          Controlled Pest		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		14/11/2020		60 days from the date of circulation		EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/696		Regular notification		16/09/2020		Korea, Republic of		Captive or wild mammals (HS codes: 0106.1)				Draft Import Health Requirement for Captive or Wild Mammals		This requirement has been drafted to minimize the risk of contagious animal disease such as rabies from imported captive or wild mammals, the orders of Canivora, Chiroptera and Rodentia. 

This requirement set out specific rules for born and raised conditions, notification of export facilities and certification of rabies free status or rabies vaccination for imported captive or wild mammals.

The proposed import measure for rabies vaccination is considered to be trade facilitatory, as Korea will continue to import captive or wild mammals from an OIE approved country, even if a country's rabies status changes.		Animal health; 		15/11/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/KWT/78		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Kuwait, the State of		Poultry of all types and eggs/egg products (fresh, chilled, frozen, processed) except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C.		Tumenskaya Oblast, Omskaya oblast		Ministerial Decision number 1460 for 2020 (Tyumenskaya, Omskaya)		Decision to ban poultry of all types from Tumenskaya Oblast and Omskaya oblast in Russia due to outbreak of avian influenza (H5) except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/MMR/7		Regular notification		18/09/2020		Myanmar		0301111100 - - - - Botia (Chromobotiamacracanthus) 
0301111900 - - - - Other 
0301119100 - - - - Koi carp (Cyprinus carpio) 
0301119200 - - - - Goldfish (Carassius auratus) 
0301119300 - - - - Siamese fighting fish (Beta splendens) 
0301119400 - - - - Oscars (Astonotusocellatus) 
0301119500 - - - - Arowanas (Scleropagesformosus) 
0301119600 - - - - Arowanas Jardini (ScleropagesJardini) 
0301119900 - - - - Other 
0301191000 - - - Fry 
0301199100 - - - - Banggai cardinal fish (Pterapogonkauderni) 
0301199200 - - - - Napoleon wrasse (Cheilinusundulatus) 
0301199900 - - - - Other 
0301910000 - - Trout (Salmo trutta, Oncorhynchus mykiss, Oncorhynchus clarki, Oncorhynchus aguabonita, Oncorhynchus gilae, Oncorhynchus apache and Oncorhynchus chrysogaster)
0301920000     - - Eels (Anguilla spp.)				Authorization Requirement on the Live Fish Importing under the Aquaculture Law 1989		This measure (Chapter 8, Article 29 (c) and Chapter 10, Article 35) provides for the authorization requirement on the export of the product. A person who wants to export the live fish shall get the permission from the Department of Fisheries.		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/467/Add.2		Addenda emergency		14/09/2020		Philippines		Poultry meat		Brazil		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 39 Series of 2020 Temporary Ban on the Importation of Poultry Meat Originating from Brazil		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 42 Series of 2020 Partial Lifting of the Temporary Importation Ban on Mechanically Deboned Meat (MDM) of Poultry from Brazil.  The Order was signed on 7 September 2020.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/468		Emergency notification		16/09/2020		Philippines		Domestic and wild pigs and their products and byproducts		Germany		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 43 Temporary Ban on the Importation of Domestic and Wild Pigs and their Products and By-products Including Pork Meat, Pig Skin, Porcine Processed Animal Proteins and Semen Originating from Germany		The  Order bans the importation of domestic and wild pigs and their products, including pork meat, pig skin, porcine processed animal proteins and semen. It also immediately suspends the processing, evaluation of the application and issuance of SPS import clearance for the aforementioned goods. All shipments of the said goods into the country shall be stopped and confiscated by all DA Veterinary Quarantine Officers/Inspectors at all ports. The Order was signed on 14 September 2020.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/469		Emergency notification		21/09/2020		Philippines		Domestic and wild horses including semen, oocytes or embryos. HS Codes 01012 - Horses; 051199 - Products of animal origin, n.e.s., dead animals, unfit for human consumption (excl. fish, crustaceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates)		Malaysia		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Order No. 46 Series of 2020 Temporary Ban on the Importation of Domestic and Wild Horses Including Semen, Oocytes or Embryos from Malaysia		The Order bans the importation of domestic and wild horses including semen, oocytes or embryos from Malaysia.  It also immediately suspends the processing, evaluation of the application and issuance of SPS import clearance of the said goods.  All shipments of the said goods into the country shall be stopped and confiscated by DA Quarantine Officers/Inspectors at all ports. The Order was signed on 15 September 2020.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/196		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Russian Federation		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control				Eurasian Economic Commission Council Draft Decision "On Amendments to the Regulation on Common Procedure of Veterinary Control (Surveillance) at the Customs Border of the Eurasian Economic Union and within the Customs Territory of the Eurasian Economic Union"		The draft provides for the possibility to use veterinary certificates issued in electronic form for mutual and foreign trade by competent authorities.		Animal health; 		20/11/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/433		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		Malaysia		Notice of Ministry of Environment Water and Agriculture, Decision No.41481/1291/1442 dated 7/9/2020 (19/1/1442 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on importation of Equine from Malaysia"		Following the OIE reports, ref. No. 36, Vol. 33 dated 3 September 2020, which indicates that African horse sickness has occurred in Malaysia. It is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the Disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of Equine from Malaysia to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/434		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		Thailand		Notice of Ministry of Environment Water and Agriculture, Decision No.41481/1291/1442 dated 7 September 2020 (19/1/1442 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on importation of Equine from Thailand"		Following the OIE reports, ref. No. 14, Vol. 33 dated 2 April 2020, which indicates that African horse sickness has occurred in Thailand. It is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the Disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of Equine from Thailand to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/SGP/68		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Singapore		Equids (HS 01012900, HS 01012100 and HS 01061900), equine semen, oocytes and embryos (HS 05119990)		Malaysia		Suspension on import of equids, equine semen, oocytes and embryos from Malaysia		Based on the official report to the OIE submitted by Department of Veterinary Services, Malaysia on 02 September 2020, there was an outbreak of African Horse Sickness (AHS) reported in the state of Terengganu, Malaysia. The import of equids, equine semen, oocytes and embryos from Malaysia is suspended with immediate effect to prevent the introduction of AHS into Singapore.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/335		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live poultry and poultry carcasses (HS Code(s): 0105, 0207, 0407, 0408, 0505).		Bulgaria		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live poultry and poultry carcasses from Bulgaria to prevent the spread of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (Serotype H5N8).		Following the reported outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Plovdiv and Kardzali (Serotype H5N8) of Bulgaria, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live poultry and poultry carcasses from Bulgaria is temporarily suspended for a period of 
90 days after date of publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/336		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live poultry and poultry carcasses (HS Code(s): 0105, 0207, 0407, 0408, 0505)		Poland		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live poultry and poultry carcasses from Poland to prevent the spread of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (Serotype H5N8)		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette date 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live poultry and poultry carcasses from Poland has expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in area of Poland. Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live poultry and poultry carcasses from Poland is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/337		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses		China		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from China to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever.		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from China has expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of china. 
Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from china is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/338		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses		Philippines		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from Philippines to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever.		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Philippines has already expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of Philippines. Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Philippines is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/339		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses		Korea, Republic of		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from Republic of Korea to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Republic of Korea has expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of Republic of Korea. 
Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Republic of Korea is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/340		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses		Indonesia		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from Indonesia to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Indonesia has expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of Indonesia. Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Indonesia is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/341		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses.		Bulgaria		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from Bulgaria to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Bulgaria has expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of Bulgaria. Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Bulgaria is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/342		Emergency notification		15/09/2020		Thailand		Live domestic pigs and their carcasses (HS Code(s): 0103, 0203, 0502.10.00); Wild pigs and their carcasses.		Viet Nam		The DLD order on temporary suspension of importation of live domestic pigs and wild pigs and their carcasses from Vietnam to prevent the spread of African Swine Fever.		According to the announcement of the Government Gazette dated 13 February 2020, the suspension for importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Vietnam has already expired on 13 May 2020. However, the OIE has reported a continued outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in area of Vietnam. Therefore, it is necessary for Thailand to prevent the entry of African Swine Fever (ASF) disease into the country. By the virtue of Animal Epidemics Act B.E. 2558 (2015), the importation of live domestic and wild pigs and their carcasses from Vietnam is temporarily suspended for a period of 90 days after publication in the Thai Royal Gazette (5 June 2020).		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/466/Rev.1/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/09/2020		Chinese Taipei		Animals and animal products				The amendment of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Frozen/Chilled Uneviscerated Fish Products"		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu notified the draft amendment of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Animals and Animal Products (Appendix4-5 "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Frozen/Chilled Uneviscerated Fish Products")" on 18 October 2019 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/466/Rev.1). The amendment was promulgated on 10 September 2020 and will become effective on 1 January 2021.		Animal health; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/549/Add.1		Addenda regular		21/09/2020		Chinese Taipei		Pigs tissues				Standards for veterinary drug residue limits in foods		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu proposed amendments to the Standards for veterinary drug residue limits in foods on 7 September 2020 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/549) has now been finalized. The final version of the Standard will enter into force on 1 January 2021.		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/550/Add.1		Addenda regular		21/09/2020		Chinese Taipei		Beef and beef products				The amendment of Regulation of imported beef and beef products from the United States and Canada.		The Promulgation for the amendment of Regulation of imported beef and beef products from the United States and Canada.		Food safety; Animal health; 		14/09/2020				EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/137/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/09/2020		Ukraine		Substances (ingredients, components) that are allowed to be used in organic production process				Draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On Approval of the List of substances (ingredients, components) that are allowed to be used in organic production process and allowed to be used in maximum permissible quantities"		Ukraine informs that the draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On Approval of the List of substances (ingredients, components) that are allowed to be used in organic production process and allowed to be used in maximum permissible quantities" (G/SPS/N/UKR/137) was adopted on 9 June 2020 (Order No. 1073), registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 7 August 2020 and entered into force on 21 August 2020.
The Order is available at: http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/RE35046.html		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/148/Add.1		Addenda regular		14/09/2020		Ukraine		Food products				Regulation on the maximum levels for certain contaminants in food products		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/UKR/148 was adopted as the Order of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine of 25 May 2020 No. 1238 "On amendments to the State Hygiene Regulations and Norms "Regulation on the maximum levels for certain contaminants in food products" and registered in the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 21July 2020. The Order will come into force on 4 February 2021. The text of the Order is available at  https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0684-20#Text.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/149/Add.1		Addenda regular		21/09/2020		Ukraine		Food products				Draft Order of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine "On Approval of the Requirements for nutrition and health claims made on food products"		Ukraine informs that the draft Order of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine "On Approval of the Requirements for nutrition and health claims made on food products" (G/SPS/N/UKR/149) was adopted on 15 May 2020 (Order No. 1145), registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 4 August 2020 and entered into force on 21 August 2020.

The Order is available at: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0745-20#Text		Food safety; 				N/A		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/150/Rev.1		Regular notification		21/09/2020		Ukraine		Foodstuff				The Draft Law of Ukraine "On materials and articles intended to come into contact with food"		The draft Law provides for mechanisms, in particular, regarding processes of plastics processing; state regulation of production and circulation of materials and articles intended to come into contact with food; procedure of state registration of objects, registration of which is stipulated by the legislation; labelling, declaration of compliance and requirements for ensuring traceability; Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP); state control and responsibility of market operators.
The draft Law is also notified in accordance with the requirements of the TBT Agreement.		Food safety; 				30 days from notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3200		Regular notification		14/09/2020		United States of America		Animal feed, non-grass, group 18, hay; Grass, forage, fodder and hay, group 17, except straw; Grass, forage, fodder and hay, group 17, straw				Pydiflumetofen; Pesticide Tolerance. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for the inadvertent residues of pydiflumetofen in or on animal feed, nongrass, group 18, hay; grass, forage, fodder and hay, group 17, except straw; and grass, forage, fodder and hay, group 17, straw.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3201		Regular notification		17/09/2020		United States of America		Corn, field, grain; Corn, pop, grain; Cottonseed subgroup 20C; Grape; Soybean, seed; Wheat, grain; Cotton, gin by-products; Corn, field, forage; Corn, field, forage; Corn, pop, stover; Soybean, forage; Soybean, hay; Wheat, forage; Wheat, hay; Wheat, straw				Tiafenacil; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of tiafenacil in or on multiple commodities.		Food safety; 				Not stated		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3202		Regular notification		18/09/2020		United States of America		Multiple Commodities				Receipt of Several Pesticide Petitions Filed for Residues of Pesticide Chemicals in or on Various Commodities. Notice of filing of petitions and request for comment.		This document announces the Agency's receipt of several initial filings of pesticide petitions requesting the establishment or modification of regulations for residues of pesticide chemicals in or on various commodities.		Food safety; 		13/09/2020				EN





Other SPS Documents

		None
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