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PMAC weekly update 23rd to 30th July

1. Government agencies ICPR changes; PSA notice of appeal; Trans-Tasman cooperation on biosecurity risk detection technology; WTO Notifications
		
2. New Zealand News:  Talks held with Japanese Deputy Prime Minister ; Presentation on Silk Road benefits; Export NZ Trade Update; Worldwide Consumer Demand Pushes Growth Surge in NZ Organic Sales; 100% Kiwi Business delivers insights you can use; Exporter Survey ; We have missed out on storytelling; New OnionsNZ CEO named; Kerikeri fruit industry gets $18m investment ; Orchard sales part of expansion; Salvation Army finds harvesting jobs for people on probation; Northport gets permanent, year-round, fortnightly port call from Mediterranean Shipping Company Capsicum shortage hits supermarkets; Unintended results of investment curbs; Price of avocados down slightly after hitting record high; Orchard sales part of expansion; Bay of Plenty on track to become 'regional; Concern over social cost of Zero Carbon Bill powerhouse'; Gene editing is GM, European court rules; Serious risks: 4 pests & diseases MPI says to watch out for

3. International news: GAIN reports

Editors comments 

 A quiet week with Europe on holiday and Freshplaza. Floradaily and Hortidaily closed for 2 weeks. 

Of interest though is MPI’s decision to appeal the PSA Claim.  This is important if we want a Biosecurity system that is not so tight that we find it virtually impossible to bring product into the country.  If this happens it  will inevitably lead to our product being delayed when it try’s to enter other markets as they place similarly tight requirements on our product.  .

The other interesting fact this week lies in the fact that there are 4 articles on Northland . These articles talk about investment and increased shipping services to take product over seas .  Good news for an area that has struggled in the past.

1. Agency   news                                                                               
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1.1. ICPR changes
· The ICPR for India has been updated. Updates have been made to definitions table, ports of entry and quarantine pest list. Wording has also been ammended in additional declarations to match regulation for nursery stock regarding: Dahlia, Chrysanthemum and Persea Americana and  for  seeds regarding:  Capsicum spp. and Triticum spp.
· The ICPR for Korea has been updated with Citrus meyeri being  added to the prohibitions list under section 2.1 and a  note added to section 4.1.1 regarding the commodity specific requirements for Citrus limon. "Note Citrus limon is not a synonym for Citrus meyeri."



1.2. PSA notice of appeal
A notice of appeal has been filed in the Court of Appeal against the High Court's decision in the Psa litigation. The Crown appeal seeks to clarify the scope for government regulators to be sued in negligence. 

The Court's finding traverses events dating back 12 years, pre-dating the establishment of the Ministry. The Ministry is continually enhancing and improving the way it manages pre-border risk and import processes at the border. 

MPI has  confidence in its current biosecurity system and its continued robustness. New Zealand enjoys a high level of freedom from the most damaging pests and diseases as a result of the diligent actions of MPI officers, importers and others.

No biosecurity system in the world can prevent every pest incursion from happening, which is why our ability to manage risk offshore and respond to incursions if they occur are critical parts of the biosecurity system.  A strong biosecurity system needs government, importers, industry and the public actively participating and acting to identify and manage risk.

The Ministry considers the High Court finding has the potential to significantly impact on the Ministry's biosecurity operations. MPI takes its biosecurity responsibilities seriously, and while the decision is being appealed, it must still be applied in the interim. The impact of this for importers and others will be delays in decision-making.

As the matter will go before the Court of Appeal, MPI will be making no further comment.
Full article available here 



1.3. Trans-Tasman cooperation on biosecurity risk detection technology
Head of Biosecurity New Zealand, Roger Smith, and Deputy Secretary responsible for Australian biosecurity, Lyn O'Connell, meet in Canberra last week to exchange letters of cooperation between the 2 countries on exploring emerging technologies to better manage biosecurity risk.

"Detecting biosecurity risks at the border is becoming increasingly complex for both Australia and New Zealand, with more diverse risks, and volumes of passengers, mail and cargo also expected to rise significantly in coming years," said Mr Smith. "Working together to explore emerging technologies, and innovative use of technologies, will be mutually beneficial . To start both countries will  be  trialling emerging detection technologies like 3-dimensional X-ray scanners and automatic detection software," 

This cooperation will also involve a range of proof-of-concept trials, including new ways of processing passengers, baggage, mail, and cargo that will help our biosecurity officers make more informed decisions and to better manage the biosecurity risk at the border. Full article available here 



1.4. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Armeria Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on amendments to the Common list of plant quarantine objects of the Eurasian Economic Union
· Brazil Phytosanitary requirements for the importation of substrate as raw material, finished product or accompanying plants, regardless of origin.
· Canada ,  EU , Korea, Malaysia – MRL’s 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
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2. New Zealand News 
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2.1. Talks held with Japanese Deputy Prime Minister 
Last week Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister of Japan, Tarō Asō, and Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs, Masatsugu Asakawa visited Wellington. Tarō Asō’s visit to New Zealand was in response to an invitation issued by Mr Peters during his official visit to Tokyo in May.
Full article available here 


Export NZ 
2.2. Presentation on Silk Road benefits 
On 15th August (4-6 pm) at PWC in Hamilton Stephen Jacobi, Executive Director of the New Zealand China Council, will present a report his Council commissioned from PwC  the Silk Road Economic Belt and Maritime Silk Road, or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Attendance is free but registration is essential 

Following his talk will be a panel discussion on the opportunities identified in the report on these four areas:
· Trade Facilitation,
· New Zealand as a conduit to South America
· Creative Sector
· Innovation  
For the programme see here 



2.3. Export NZ Trade Update
In this month's trade update, there's both positive and negative news. On the positive side of the ledger New Zealand began FTA negotiations with the EU this week. Negotiations with the Pacific Alliance are continuing and progressing positively. There's increasing evidence that principle will be sacrificed for pragmatism in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. And the EU has submitted a proposal aimed at saving the WTO’s dispute settlement system. Singapore has become the third country to ratify CPTPP. And the UK has begun public consultations on a possible FTA with New Zealand post-Brexit.
On the negative side we see contagion from the trade war between the US and China and US and the world on steel and aluminium. The Brexit process has become more confused. The recent White Paper released by the UK Government casts real doubt over the UK’s ability to negotiate meaningful FTAs independent of the EU Full article available here 



2.4. Worldwide Consumer Demand Pushes Growth Surge in NZ Organic Sales
The New Zealand organic sector has grown 30 per cent, or 10 per cent a year since 2015, to now be worth $600 million, buoyed along by consumers, here and globally, demanding natural, ethical products that are good for them and their families.  The newly released 2018 OANZ Organic Market Report, shows retail sales of organic products are growing twice as fast as conventional products, up 8.8% to $245 million.

Exports too are booming, up 42 per cent since 2015 to $355 million, as consumers in Asia, including China, North America and Europe seek out New Zealand organic fruit, vegetables, dairy, meat, wool and wine, and natural beauty and bodycare products. View & download report here->>
Full article available here 



2.5. 100% Kiwi Business delivers insights you can use 
Author Ryan L Jennings personally interviewed 100 Kiwi business owners and CEO's across almost every conceivable industry to bring us this newly launched book: 100% Kiwi Business.

It delivers insights you can use to navigate your own business journey, including:
· a vision for New Zealand's future
· 9 business success navigators for every business stage
· 3 ways to restructure your marketing capability into a media publishing powerhouse
· over 200+ question prompts you can use to drive your business forward.
Check it out here->>

2.6. Exporter Survey 
ExportNZ and DHL are teaming up again for this short exporter survey. It only takes 5 minutes to complete.  The survey closes on the 20th August. Please fill it in so we can ensure government agencies and others can understand your challenges and opportunities, and we can ensure you are properly supported. Take the survey here->>


General
2.7. We have missed out on storytelling 
ASB economist Nathan Penny says New Zealand agriculture hasn’t backed great science with great stories. Penny notes the food miles debate that gripped the country ten years ago is a good example.

He says a campaign by UK farmers to turn their consumers against NZ butter and meat flopped because of great work done by Professor Caroline Saunders, Lincoln University. Saunders found
 the carbon footprint of NZ dairy products shipped to UK was 50% of the carbon footprint clocked by UK dairy products; carbon footprint of NZ lamb was only 25% of UK lamb. Saunders found that NZ cows and sheep grazed outdoors and had a smaller carbon footprint than UK animals which were housed 24/7. This led toman increase in sales in the UK

 “The farmer groups them employed a different strategy- buy British-made food,”. He says consumers warmed to this strategy and NZ lamb exports to the UK declined. Penny says the food miles debacle shows that science alone wasn’t enough to win consumers’ trust in the UK.

“We need stories, brands around stories and influences to win consumers,” he says.
“We have great science but we are missing out on stories and key influences. Full article available here 



Industry news
2.8. New OnionsNZ CEO named
Onions NZ is pleased to announce the appointment of James Kuperus to the role of CEO.

James has been Business Manager of Onions NZ for the past four years, and in that time has developed a passion for the industry and demonstrated excellent strategic, analytical and leadership skills which will enable him to lead the organisation to the next level of its development. James will take up the role at the end of the AGM in October replacing Mick Ahern. Mick has made a tremendous contribution to the industry over many years.



2.9. Kerikeri fruit industry gets $18m investment 
Seeka announced last week it is investing  $18 million over the next three years in packing machines, a packing shed and cool stores in Kerikeri. The investment lifts Seeka's packing and processing capacity - known as post-harvest capacity - in kiwifruit, avocado and citrus, to meet expected growth in the area.

Development will begin this year with the building of a new packhouse and grading machinery, expected to be completed in time for the 2019 harvest. Seeka will also upgrade its on-site information systems and build additional cool storage later next year, doubling its pre-cooling and cooling capacity. Full article available here


2.10. Orchard sales part of expansion 
An expansion by Seeka into Northland was already paying off. It purchased the orchard and post-harvest operations of T&G Global in April. Seeka Chief Executive, Michael  Franks, said since purchasing the orchard, it had signed up a further 340,000 trays of kiwifruit supply from independent growers. The orchard land and various other orchards owned by the group were 
now up for sale.

 Redevelopment of the packhouse operations near Kerikeri were also planned. Mr Franks hoped the orchard land would be sold to a single large investor, and that Seeka would have a long term management contract. Seeka would pack kiwifruit and avocados at the Kerikeri site. The facility would also pack citrus fruit on contract for T&G. Mr Franks noted they had growers and support in Northland, so wanted to find a suitable site to put its post harvest business on. He noted they were in a high investment stage as volumes of kiwifruit were pushed up. The purchase price of the T&G Global orchards was $31.6 million. Significant new debt was taken on to finance the Northland business.  Full article available here 



2.11. Salvation Army finds harvesting jobs for people on probation 
 In Northland people the Sallies put in place a scheme in 2016 taking  a van containing 10 probation workers from Whangarei to Dargaville for daily work harvesting kumara. 

Harvest work generally winds up after two or three months, but the pilot project expanded to cover kumara planting, sorting and weeding and there are now usually two vans carrying 20 probation workers from the city to the Kaipara kumara fields daily. This has also grown to three further vans now collecting probation workers from three pick-up points in Whangarei and another at Kaikohe to provide staff for Kerikeri orchards.

The Sallies' reliable servicehas  gained traction because the packhouse operators could promise orchardists 10 staff would arrive daily to carry out designated tasks on time. 
Full article available here



2.12. Northport gets permanent, year-round, fortnightly port call from Mediterranean Shipping Company 
The MSC ship, Northern Diplomat, took the first kiwifruit harvest from Northport earlier this year. Now the trial export service has been a permanent addition to the port's schedule. MSC (Mediterranean Shipping Company) has announced it is making the fortnightly port call at Northport by its Kiwi Express service a fixed part of its international schedule. The move will improve access to international markets for Northland's exporters and importers.

Put in place to  ship e kiwifruit  the year-round service will mean other Northland exports can use it. The kiwifruit service alone was expected to take more than 500 truck and trailer trips off the road south of Marsden Pt.

 Pacifica Shipping has also confirmed it was expanding its coastal shipping service between Northport and ports further south, including into the South Island. The two announcements) have the potential to really help business grow in Northland and it's now up to the business community to help grow this service by using it. Full article available here


Crop news 
2.13. Capsicum shortage hits supermarkets 
Due to biosecurity concerns, capsicums could be in short supply at supermarkets for a few weeks. Countdown and Foodstuffs have both encountered problems with some of their overseas shipments. Foodstuffs said it had issues with three shipments from the Netherlands. It added it was continuing to source locally grown capsicums but there was a chance of reduced supply 
for supermarket shelves. They were working with suppliers to address the issue. Countdown noted slower border clearance processes were the reason for its shortage. Countdown hoped its supplies would return to normal levels in the coming weeks. MPI Industries said there had been issues with some imports of capsicum that had a fungus. Full article available here 



2.14. Unintended results of investment curbs 
Proposals to curb foreign investment in New Zealand could have unintended  consequences for the horticulture and viticulture sectors. It could result in foreign owners instead opting to buy more land and vineyards outright, defeating the efforts to keep more assets in New Zealand hands. Industry expert, Alistair King, said the proposed Government restrictions and legislative changes were having unintended consequences. He added profit -a-prende [footnoteRef:1]was first used seven years ago and was extensively used in the forestry industry.  [1:  Profit is a financial benefit that is realized when the amount of revenue gained from a business activity exceeds the expenses, costs and taxes needed to sustain the activity. Any profit that is gained goes to the business's owners, who may or may not decide to spend it on the business.] 


The proposed Overseas Investment Office changes would limit the use of the system in viticulture, where is has enabled foreign companies to develop vineyards on New Zealand owned land  . Currently, a foreign investor only needs to notify the OIO it has a profit-a-prende, but if OIO is required to approve arrangements this will come at the same cost as buying the land. The system allows wine makers to take grapes from land they don’t directly own. He emphasised the proposed change defeated what the Government was trying to achieve.  Full article available here 



2.15. Price of avocados down slightly after hitting record high 
The price of avocados dropped for the first time this year, from their record of $25 per kilogram. Avocado prices tended to fall around June each year. An avocado production shortage inflated the prices to around $25.30 per kilogram earlier this year. The increased price led to one restaurant taking guacamole of its menu. Statistics New Zealand Prices Manager, Matthew Haigh, said seasonality was a big factor in avocado prices. He added they typically peaked in July and August, as the main harvest season was from August to March.  Full article available here


Other
2.16. Bay of Plenty on track to become 'regional powerhouse' 
Western Bay of Plenty is on track to become a "regional powerhouse" as kiwifruit, freight and building industries put the region ahead in New Zealand economic growth. Figures released last week show the Bay of Plenty's economy has grown 4.1 per cent over the past year to March 2018 compared with 2.7 per cent nationally. Of this, the Western Bay of Plenty grew 1.7 per cent and Tauranga 4.4 per cent.

Non-residential building was strong in Tauranga and freight through the Port of Tauranga and kiwifruit and Avocado exports are all driving local growth. Full article available heres



2.17. Concern over social cost of Zero Carbon Bill 
Both Federated Farmers and Horticulture New Zealand support moves to reduce emissions to net zero by 2050, but not at the expense of New Zealanders' social or economic wellbeing. " Federated Farmers climate change spokesman Andrew Hoggard said. “We need that clear road map to a low net emissions economy and a long-term plan of action that endures political cycles." 

Similar concerns were raised by Horticulture NZ. Chief executive Mike Chapman said growers in the industry were mostly small to medium sized businesses, with a few larger corporates in some sectors. "Therefore, changes in costs can have a dramatic effect on the ability of these businesses to remain profitable and continue to offer job opportunities to New Zealanders," he said. 

Particular attention should be paid to investment in research to develop the alternative technologies and fuels needed to ensure fruit and vegetable production remained viable, Chapman said. 
"Horticulture can add value to a lower emissions economy.  But in order to mitigate emissions through increases in horticulture, barriers to horticultural expansion will need to be reduced, in particular, trade barriers and access to water."  Full article available here 



2.18. Gene editing is GM, European court rules 
 Older GMO technology typically adds new DNA to a plant or animal. Gene editing (CRISPR) involves precise modification of small sections of DNA.

Europe's highest court has imposed strict regulations on gene-edited crops, a move that could stifle Kiwi innovation, scientists say. The Court of Justice of the European Union ruled last week that gene-edited crops should be subject to the same regulations as genetically modified organisms (GMO).
The court ruling means crops created with the help of gene editing would be subject to the same rules as GMO crops and food produced from those crops would need to be labelled as GMO.

Otago University geneticist and director of Genomics Aotearoa, professor Peter Dearden, said gene editing was a far more accurate way to make a mutation than standard GMO. "The problem is that we, and the EU, yet again, are trying to regulate technologies rather than outcomes," he said.
"In the end, the key things to test are the risks and benefits of the organism to be released.  Surely this is more important than the way it was made.

"What worries me, and our EU colleagues, is that these determinations will stop innovation in gene editing in New Zealand or the EU." That could mean New Zealand went without useful technology, Dearden said.

New Zealand has strict GMO rules. Limits on experimentation outside the lab meant scientists working on genetically modified ryegrass had to go offshore to carry out further testing. "Such regulation will stifle innovation and development and make it very difficult for the agriculture sector to develop breeding solutions to a rapidly changing environment and therefore enhance the risks of real issues around food security associated with new diseases and the impacts of climate change."
Full article available here 


Biosecurity
2.19. [bookmark: _GoBack]Serious risks: 4 pests & diseases MPI says to watch out for 
  A good article in the Gardener asking the public to look for newly arrived pests and in particular 
 The article says -It's the responsibility of all Kiwis to look out for unusual bugs and plant diseases – a team of 4.7 million biosecurity inspectors. 

The article describes
· Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (Bmsb)
· Queensland fruit fly.
· Xylella fastidiosa 
· Citrus greening ( a bacteria that required the Asian citrus psyllid or Spittlebug (Philaenus spumarius). Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:

Canada Health Canada Public Comment for EBDC Fungicides On July 19, 2018, Canada proposed eliminating maximum residue limits for four ethylene bis-dithiocarbamate fungicides commonly used in horticultural production; CODEX and/or U.S. tolerances remain in place for all four fungicides.  Canada is accepting public comments on the proposal until October 2, 2018.   Health Canada Public Comment for EBDC Fungicides_Ottawa_Canada_7-20-2018

Belgian Food Retail Market The annual revenue of the Belgian food retail industry for 2017 is estimated at around USD 32 billion. Sustainable and healthy food (including organic products) is one of the most important growth markets in food retail. The Belgian Food Retail Market_Brussels_Belgium [without Luxembourg]_7-13-2018
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2018 - WTO notification 23-07-18.xlsx
All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected

Sally Jennings: Sally Jennings:
If empty applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARG/216		Regular notification		16/07/2018		Argentina		Fresh bananas (Musa spp.)		Colombia		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de fruto fresco de Musa spp. (Banana) (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of fresh bananas (Musa spp.))		The notified text establishes phytosanitary requirements for imports of fresh bananas on the basis of a pest risk analysis.
The national plant protection organization (NPPO) of the exporting country is to issue a phytosanitary certificate containing the following additional declaration:
"The consignment has been inspected and is free from: Aspidiotus destructor, Pseudococcus elisae, Pseudococcus jackbeardsleyi, Mycosphaerella fijiensis and Selenaspidus articulatus".		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARG/217		Regular notification		16/07/2018		Argentina		Fresh limes (Citrus latifolia) for consumption		Mexico		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de fruta fresca de lima (Citrus latifolia), destino consumo, origen México (Phytosanitary requirements for the importation of fresh limes (Citrus latifolia) for consumption from Mexico)		By bilateral agreement: Phytosanitary requirements have been established for the importation into Argentina of fresh limes for consumption from Mexico.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARG/218		Regular notification		16/07/2018		Argentina		Poncirus trifoliata seeds for propagation purposes		United States of America		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de semillas de Poncirus trifoliata, destino propagación, origen Estados Unidos (Phytosanitary requirements for the importation of Poncirus trifoliata seeds for propagation purposes from the United States)		By bilateral agreement: Phytosanitary requirements have been established for the importation of Poncirus trifoliata seeds for propagation purposes from the United States.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARM/28		Regular notification		16/07/2018		Armenia		Plant products				Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on amendments to the Common list of plant quarantine objects of the Eurasian Economic Union		The Draft provides for the addition of the Common list of plant quarantine objects of the Eurasian Economic Union approved by the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision from 30 November 2016 № 158 with dwarf smut of wheat (Tilletia controversa Kuhn). The Draft also provides for the changes related to the systematics of quarantine objects, authorship and editorial amendments.		Plant protection; 		31/07/2018		The Eurasian Economic Commission
Department for sanitary, phytosanitary and veterinary measures
2, Letnikovskaya Lane
105064 Moscow, Russian Federation
Tel: +(7 495) 669 2400 (ext. 5156)
Fax: +(7 495) 669 2415
E-mail: info@eecommission.org 
dept_sps@eecommission.org		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1418		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Brazil		Phytosanitary requirements for the importation of substrate as raw material, finished product or accompanying plants, regardless of origin.				Normative Instruction (Instrução Normativa) nº 19 of 22 June 2018		The notified text informs that the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA) issued Normative Instruction nº 19, on 4 July 2018, to approve the phytosanitary import requirements of substrate as raw material, finished product or accompanying plants, regardless of origin.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		17/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1419		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Brazil		HS Code(s): 12, 0804, 18, 081050, 0805, 10, 1002, 1004, 1001; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 538, 25th June 2018, regarding the active ingrediente T14 - THIOPHANATE-METHYL of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of September 2nd 2003		For the active ingredient T14 - THIOPHANATE-METHYL from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, this draft resolution proposes:
- The inclusion of avocado, cocoa, cupuaçu, guarana, kiwi and passion fruit cultures with MRL of 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days for foliar use (application);
- The inclusion of oats, rye and triticale cultures with MRL of 0.2 mg/kg and safety security period of 14 days for foliar use (application);
- To change the MRL of 0.1 mg/kg to 0.2 mg/kg for seeds use (application) for the oats, rye and triticale cultures.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1420		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1005, 1001; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution (Consulta Pública) number 539, June 25th 2018, regarding the active ingrediente T28 – TRICLOPYR of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of September 2nd 2003		Inclusion of maize and wheat cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg for pre-planting use (application) and safety security period not determined due to the mode of use for the active ingredient T28 – TRICLOPYR from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1178		Regular notification		17/07/2018		Canada		Gellan Gum (ICS Codes: 67.220.20, 67.100.01)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Emulsifying, Gelling, Stabilizing or Thickening Agents to Enable the Use of Gellan Gum in Certain Standardized Flavoured Milks - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0119		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a detailed safety evaluation of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of gellan gum in the manufacture of certain standardized flavoured milks.
Gellan gum is already permitted for use in unstandardized dairy products and unstandardized beverages at maximum levels of use of 0.15% and 0.08%, respectively.
As the safety in use of the additive was supported by Health Canada's evaluation, the Department has enabled the use of the food additive gellan gum described in the information document below by updating the List of Permitted Emulsifying, Gelling, Stabilizing or Thickening Agents, effective 9 July 2018.
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 				21 September 2018		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1179		Regular notification		17/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide fomesafen in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Fomesafen (PMRL2018-17)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-17 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for fomesafen that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
MRL (ppm)1                Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.05                        Dry chickpeas, dry field peas, dry lentils, dry pigeon peas, edible-podded dwarf peas, edible-podded peas, edible-podded pigeon peas, edible-podded snow peas, edible-podded sugar snap peas, succulent shelled English peas, succulent shelled garden peas,                                     succulent shelled green peas, succulent shelled peas, succulent shelled pigeon peas.
0.02                        Low growing berries (crop subgroup 13-07G)
1 ppm = parts per million 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 				24 September 2018		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1180		Regular notification		18/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide methomyl in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080, 67.140, 67.200, 67.220)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Methomyl (PMRL2018-19)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-19 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for methomyl that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
5.0                   Succulent shelled peas
3.0                   Broccoli
2.0                   Brussels sprouts, cauliflowers
0.01                 All food commodities (other than those listed in this item)2
1 ppm = parts per million
2 This MRL is proposed to replace the currently established MRLs of 4.0 ppm for grapes, 2.0 ppm for lettuce, 1.0 ppm for strawberries and 0.5 ppm for apples.		Food safety; 		24/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1181		Regular notification		18/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide novaluron in or on fruiting vegetables (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Novaluron (PMRL2018-18)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-18 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for novaluron that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
1.0                   Fruiting vegetables (crop group 8-09)2
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The MRL of 1.0 ppm in/on crop group 8-09 is proposed to replace the currently established MRLs of 0.8 ppm in/on bell peppers and 0.9 ppm in/on non-bell peppers.
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		24/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1182		Regular notification		18/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide sethoxydim in or on mustard seeds (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.200, 67.220)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Sethoxydim (PMRL2018-20)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-20 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for sethoxydim that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
MRL (ppm)1   Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
25                 Mustard seeds (condiment type)2, mustard seeds (oilseed type)2
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The MRL is proposed to replace the currently established 2.0 ppm MRL for mustard. The MRL is proposed to replace the currently established 2.0 ppm MRL for mustard.		Food safety; 		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1183		Regular notification		18/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide mandipropamid in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Mandipropamid (PMRL2018-21)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-21 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for mandipropamid that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
252                 Leafy greens (crop subgroup 4-13A), Brassica leafy greens (crop subgroup 4-13B)
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The 25 ppm MRL is proposed to be extended to all food commodities in crop subgroups 4-13A and 4-13B. The 25 ppm MRL is also proposed to replace the currently established 20 ppm MRL for amaranth, arugula, corn salad, dandelion leaves, dock, endives, fresh chervil leaves, fresh parsley leaves, garden cress, garden purslane, garden chrysanthemum, head lettuce, leaf lettuce, Malabar spinach, New Zealand spinach, orach, radicchio, spinach, Swiss chard, upland cress and winter purslane.

MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1184		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide flubendiamide in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080, 67.140, 67.180, 67.200)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Flubendiamide (PMRL2018-22)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-22 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for flubendiamide that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
50                    Tea (dried leaves)
30                    Turnip greens
5.0                   Sorghum, sunflower seeds
2.0                   Edible-podded soybeans, globe artichokes
1.5              Low-growing berries (crop subgroup 13-07G, except cranberry), undelinted cotton seeds
1.0                   Dried shelled pea and bean (except soybean) (crop subgroup 6C)
0.5              Edible-podded legume vegetables (crop subgroup 6A, except edible-podded soybeans)
0.4                   Dry soybeans
0.3                   Sugarcane cane
0.05                 Succulent shelled pea and bean (crop subgroup 6B)
0.03                 Peanut oil (refined)
0.02                 Peanuts
1 ppm = parts per million



MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1185		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide trifloxystrobin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.220)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Trifloxystrobin (PMRL2018-23)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-23 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for trifloxystrobin that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).


MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
40               Hops (dried)
302                 Radish tops
2.03                Stone fruits (crop group 12-09)
0.44                Radish roots
1 ppm = parts per million
2 Proposed to replace the currently established MRL of 10 ppm for radish tops.
3 Proposed to be extended to include all commodities in crop group 12-09 (stone fruits).
4 Proposed to replace the currently established MRL of 0.1 ppm for radish roots.


MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		30/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1186		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide quinclorac in or on low growing berries (except strawberries) (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Quinclorac (PMRL2018-24)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-24 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for quinclorac that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
1.5              Low growing berries, except strawberries (crop subgroup 13-07H)
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		30/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CHL/574		Regular notification		16/07/2018		Chile		Poultry meat				Modificación del artículo 291 del Reglamento Sanitario de los Alimentos, Decreto Supremo n° 977/96 del Ministerio de Salud, para incorporar en la gestión de los riesgos microbiológicos relacionados con la carne de aves de corral el mejoramiento de la información sobre la preparación segura de estas (Amendment to Article 291 of the Food Health Regulations, Ministry of Health Supreme Decree No. 977/96 incorporating the improvement of information on the safe preparation of poultry meat into the management of the microbiological risks related to such meat)		Text on the risk management recommendations displayed on labelling has been added to Article 291. The text added to and amending Article 291 is presented in italics to facilitate understanding.
ARTICLE 291 - Chilled, refrigerated or frozen poultry, whole or in pieces, for retail sale through a self-self-service system, shall be marketed in individual packaging that must comply with the provisions on packaging and labelling contained in these Regulations. Packaged poultry shall be labelled with the words "CONSUME FULLY COOKED" clearly displayed on the front of the packaging. This message shall also be displayed on the cabinets in which raw poultry meat is sold in bulk, in a format that is easy to read for consumers. Slaughtered refrigerated or frozen poultry may be marketed with its offal, provided that the offal is packaged in sealed plastic bags and placed inside the chest cavity.		Food safety; 		14/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CHL/575		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Chile		Caper (Capparis spinosa) plants		Argentina		Establece Requisitos Fitosanitarios de Importación para Plantas de Alcaparra (Capparis spinosa) Procedentes de Argentina (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of caper (Capparis spinosa) plants from Argentina)		1. The notified text establishes the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of caper (Capparis spinosa) plants from Argentina. For the purpose of this Resolution, bare-rooted Capparis spinosa plants shall be understood to mean young herbaceous plants with roots, leaves and stems, and without flowers.
2. In order to enter the country, shipments must be covered by an official phytosanitary certificate issued by the Argentine phytosanitary authority, which shall contain an additional declaration stating that the plant material to be imported comes from an officially certified production programme or from germplasm nurseries or repositories controlled by the Argentine phytosanitary authority.
3. Furthermore, the material must comply with the following phytosanitary requirements which will be verified during the phytosanitary inspection at the point of entry:
a. Shipments must be free of soil, flower buds and flowers.
b. Accompanying substrates and/or materials used to protect the seedlings or preserve humidity must comply with current regulations governing the entry of inert substrates for plants.
c. Packaging must be new (repackaging is not permitted), closed, resistant to handling, and labelled or marked in accordance with the Agriculture and Livestock Service (SAG) regulations currently in force.
4. For materials modified genetically by modern biotechnology, the importer must declare their genetic status and comply with SAG regulations establishing requirements for their importation and release into the environment.
5. Each shipment will be inspected by the SAG at the point of entry for the physical and documentary inspection of the established phytosanitary requirements. Where pests are detected during inspection, phytosanitary risk management measures will be applied in accordance with the identified risk.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		18/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/263		Regular notification		17/07/2018		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruits and vegetables.				Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes II and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for iprodione in or on certain products		This notified draft Regulation sets maximum residue levels for iprodione to the limit of determination by application of Article 14(1)(a) and Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 and following the revocation of national authorisations of plant protection products containing this active substance in the EU. National authorisations of plant protection products containing this active substance were revoked by application of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2091 of 14 November 2017 concerning the non-renewal of approval of the active substance iprodione, notified to the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (G/TBT/N/EU/495).		Food safety; 		15/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/264		Regular notification		19/07/2018		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables.				Annexes to "Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for buprofezin, diflubenzuron, ethoxysulfuron, ioxynil, molinate, picoxystrobin and tepraloxydim in or on certain products" (Text with EEA relevance)		This draft Regulation set proposed maximum residue levels (MRLs) for the substances buprofezin, diflubenzuron, ethoxysulfuron, ioxynil, molinate, picoxystrobin and tepraloxydim. MRLs for these substances in certain commodities are changed: either increased or lowered. Lower MRLs are set after updating the limits of determination and/or deleting old uses which are not authorised any more in the European Union or for which a human health concern may not be excluded. The residue definition of the substance ioxynil has also been updated.		Food safety; 		17/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/HKG/43		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Hong Kong, China		Hairy Crab of the genus Eriocheir intended for human consumption				Announcement by the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region dated 16 July 2018		Under the Food Business Regulation (Chapter 132X), save with the written permission of the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene, no person shall sell any restricted foods, including shell fish. The hairy crab is a kind of shell fish. In this connection, written permission must be obtained from the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department for the sale of hairy crabs. The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department has prepared a new permit for operators selling hairy crabs to apply. The permit requires, inter alia, that hairy crabs for sale must be obtained from lawful sources accompanied with health certificates acceptable to the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene.		Food safety; 		31/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/606		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Establish and revise MRLs of 54 pesticides (including Tetraniliprole and Glufosinate).
2. Revise MRLs of 11 veterinary drugs (including Aminopyrine).
3. Establish General Test Methods for newly established pesticide (Tetraniliprole).		Food safety; 		18/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MYS/42		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Malaysia		HS Codes: 15.11 (Palm oil and its fraction, whether or not refined, but not chemically modified), 0804.50.2000 (Mangoes), 0709.60.1000 (Chillies) and 08.05 (Citrus fruits, fresh or dried)				Draft Amendment of the Sixteenth Schedule, Food Regulations 1985		The draft amendment seeks to include Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) of new pesticides into the Sixteenth Schedule of the Food Regulations 1985.		Food safety; 		17/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/733/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/07/2018		Peru						Lifting of an emergency measure		The notified text lifts the health warning concerning canned fish from the People's Republic of China.
Resolución Directoral Nº 004-2018-SANIPES-DSNPA (Directorial Resolution No. 004-2018-SANIPES-DSNPA)		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/784		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Peru		Plants, plant products and other regulated articles		Argentina		Resolución Directoral N°0019-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSV (Directorial Resolution No. 0019-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSV)		The notified Directorial Resolution establishes the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of lentils (Lens culinaris Medik.) originating in and coming from Argentina.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/785		Regular notification		20/07/2018		Peru		In vitro orchid (Phalaenopsis spp.) plants		Netherlands		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de plantas in vitro de orquídeas (Phalaenopsis spp.) origen y procedencia Países Bajos (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of in vitro orchid (Phalaenopsis spp.) plants originating in and coming from the Netherlands)		The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of in vitro orchid (Phalaenopsis spp.) plants originating in and coming from the Netherlands, following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; 		17/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/464		Regular notification		17/07/2018		Chinese Taipei		Those foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging classified under nine specific CCC codes				Import inspection requirement for commodities classified under nine specific CCC codes if they are used for foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging		Commodities classified under nine specific CCC codes shall follow the "Regulations of Inspection of Imported Foods and Related Products" if they are used for foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging. The importers shall apply for inspection to the Food and Drug Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare.		Food safety; 		15/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TUR/100		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Turkey		Total diet replacement for weight control				Turkish Food Codex Communiqué on Total Diet Replacement for Weight Control		Communiqué establishes compositional and information requirements for total diet replacement for weight control		Food safety; 		15/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TUR/99		Regular notification		19/07/2018		Turkey		Infant formula and follow-on formula				Turkish Food Codex Communiqué on Infant Formula and Follow-on Formula and Requirements on Information Relating to Infant and Young Child Feeding		Communiqué establishes compositional and information requirements for infant formula and follow-on formula.		Food safety; 		15/09/2018				EN





Other SPS Documents
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		G/SPS/GEN/1634/Rev.1		18/07/2018		ITC		 Information on SPS-related activities of the International Trade Centre (ITC) (March - June 2018) - Revision
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