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PMAC weekly update 24th to 31st May

1. [bookmark: _Hlk73263829]Government agencies: ICPR Changes  WTO and TBT Notifications; MFAT’s Global Trade and Economic Update for NZ Businesses – 28 May  2021

2. [bookmark: _Hlk73263911]New Zealand News:  New public-private effort on digital uptake; Red, green and gold pay dividends for Zespri; Breeding the perfect apricot in central Otago; Northland Inc: Kaipara peanut crop next steps; Napier Port says Pipfruit exports are tracking in line with the prior year; Emirates SkyCargo set to connect New Zealand with key global markets; Exporters welcome shipping relief; Orchardists urge Government to relax MIQ rules for seasonal workers at low risk of COVID-19; Economist: Govt's immigration policy doesn't understand value of migrant labour; Jordan Carrol wins Central Otago Young Grower of the Year competition; Former World Potato Congress director Ron Gall has passed

3. International news: GAIN reports; Exporters have ‘12-18 months’ to prepare as G7 paves way for trade digitisation, Disinfectant chamber expedites produce arrivals, reducing clearance delays; "Australian fruit has a difficult time in the Chinese market"; Container freight rates of Asia-Europe route hitting new highs; Hapag-Lloyd further expands its container fleet; UK: Hillier achieves carbon footprint reduction in year two of Planet Mark certification; Unilever define regenerative principles; "How do we fix our broken food system? Invest in local organic farms"; Killer robots: Czechs working on AI prototype to wipe out pests with less insecticide 

Comment
Fewer articles than normal this week but still a lot of good material . But before I talk about these I’d like to mention an article that’s not in this update. I’ve just seen Vietnam has discovered a new variant of the coronavirus that appears to be  a mix of the variants first detected in India and Britain and is possibly more contagious.  While others have said for sometime the world has changed irrevocably I now must agree . The ongoing appearance of variants are sure to prevent our return to a world where relationships and trade can develop without undue restraints. We have to find away to continue these activities in the new order.

With that sobering thought it’s on to the news. Zespri has released its results for the last season and they show how well the company and industry continued to perform through the first year of Covid. Long may it continue. The article I find most interesting in the New Zealand section  though is the news that the Government has identified enabling companies to operate digitally is vital for the county and are providing a purse of $44 million to enable uptake . You can see why later in the update were the news that the G7 have made a commitment to adopt electronic transferable records in international trade transactions has been hailed as a “momentous step forward” for trade digitisation, and businesses are being called upon to get ready for digital trade now – or risk being left behind. They predict we must be capable within 12 to 18 months.

There are two other articles in the international section that look forward as well  and are worth reading. The first is one about Unilever’s definition of what regenerative agriculture should strive to achieve. Currently there is no good working definition about what regenerative agriculture is. This is a good start. Unilevers stance follows the announcement 2 weeks ago that Pepsi-cola has also implemented a requirement that all of its suppliers must move to regenerative agriculture but without the definition to say exactly what is required .  Regenerative agriculture is very quickly becoming the updated way to look at sustainability 

The second article deals with gene technology and identifies that being able to “breed” new microorganisms to support primary production is a growing field . I had considered this use for plants but not microbes . The article is well worth reading. 



1. Agency   news                                                         [image: ]
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk73263862]ICPR changes
The ICPR for Korea has been updated with new text in the Prohibitions section and updating the . Quarantine Pest List with  49 species added and 14 species removed.



1.2. [bookmark: WTO][bookmark: _Ref72155830]WTO and TBT  Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO and TBT notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented, please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Canada MRL’s
· Korea  Proposed Amendments to Border Inspection Regulation for Foods
· 
[bookmark: _MON_1683872094]Chinese Taipaei-a measure to prevent the import of  Tomato brown rugose fruit virus on plants and plant products and  three viruses and 6 viriods on seeds of Solanum spp and Capsicum  

[image: ]                                                                                               MFAT                               
1.3. [bookmark: _Hlk73259735]MFAT’s Global Trade and Economic Update for NZ Businesses – 28 May  2021
MFAT update is available at https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/mfat-market-reports/market-reports-global/global-economic-and-trade-update-for-new-zealand-businesses-28-may-2021/ Amongst other entries included in this week’s edition are news of :
· Mel Poulton, a sheep and beef farmer from the Tararua region, has been re-appointed as New Zealand’s Special Agricultural Trade Envoy (1 July 2021 - 30 June 2023). 
· On 19 May, Singapore Airlines posted a SD$4.27 billion net loss for the year. The scale of the challenge facing the airline is evident in passenger numbers – 78,000 passengers were carried in January 2021 against 3.4 million in January 2020. The only bright spot for SQ was the increase of cargo revenue by S$758 to S$2.71 billion. 
· US President Joe Biden has directed federal government agencies to develop a strategy to mitigate the risk of climate change on public and private financial assets in the US. This will include a whole-of-government plan to identify and disclose climate risk on government programmes, assets and liabilities. 
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. New public-private effort on digital uptake
A new public-private partnership has been launched to improve access to digital technology and training for small businesses, to take advantage of new opportunities through e-commerce.
The Budget committed $44 million for digital training and advice. The Governments aspiration is for New Zealand to have the most digitally enabled small business sector in the world.  Agencies like Xero and NZIER estimate real GDP could increase between $3.5b and $6.2b if there was just a 20 percent increase in the uptake of cloud computing alone.

“The Digital Boost Alliance involves twenty influential organisations who share the same goals and purpose – to support small business resilience and productivity, and enhance wellbeing and social inclusion via greater digital adoption. “It includes multinationals like Google, Facebook, Microsoft, HP and Amazon, five trading banks, Xero, MYOB, Zeald and Datacom, the Mindlab, CertNZ, Spark, Chorus and 2Degrees, the Warehouse Group and MBIE.  “The organisations who join the Alliance make a public commitment to support small businesses, workers or communities with free or discounted goods, services, advice or training in order to improve standards of living and wellbeing. 
Full article available here 
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2.2. Red, green and gold pay dividends for Zespri 
Global kiwifruit marketer Zespri flew through the embattled 2021 growing season on the strength of strong international demand, rewarding its 4,300 growers with record per tray returns. Revenue on expanded sales of SunGold kiwifruit, positive returns from green fruit and a strong showing from a new varietal, Zespri red, boosted net profit after tax by 30.9% to $290.5 million, from $200.8m last year. 
Overall operating revenue jumped to $3.89 billion, from $3.36b, on the back of a 10% increase in global sales volumes to 181.5m trays.  The expected total dividend will be $1.33, up from 94 cents last season.

Zespri said returns to NZ growers rose 15% to $2.25b, despite uncertainty generated by the covid pandemic. The average per tray return for Zespri green was $7.51, translating to an average return per hectare of $76,722. That paled in comparison to SunGold, which at $12.46 per tray returned a record $177,846 a hectare to its growers. The marketer has 1,500 offshore growers in France, Japan, Italy and Korea.

Chief executive Dan Mathieson said the season showcased the strength of the Zespri brand in delivering value, attracting new consumers and supporting communities. He said growth in sales of non-NZ grown kiwifruit, which allowed for a 12-month supply cycle, had ensured growers maximised the benefit from the increased international demand Zespri was creating.  Mathieson said the grower cooperative was expecting another record crop this season, while demand from key markets was again strong.  However, headwinds included industry capacity constraints, rising costs and securing enough people to “get our fruit to the world”. He said there was also pandemic related disruption to shipping channels and distribution into some markets. Red, green and gold pay dividends for Zespri  

For more detail on returns see Full article available here 


 
2.3. [bookmark: _Hlk73259787]Breeding the perfect apricot in central Otago
In the heart of New Zealand’s central Otago, a group of scientists is working on ensuring the quality of that apricot is perfect every time. Dr Jill Stanley - Based in Clyde- leads one of the teams at Plant & Food Research working on the organisation's summerfruit research program. This is all done in close collaboration with local growers and Summerfruit New Zealand, which also provides some of the research funding.

"We focus mainly on apricots and cherry, but also assess selections and new cultivars of blueberries, raspberries, kiwiberries, apples and pears. And, surprisingly, hops, which grow very well in the Clyde micro-climate," In recent years, Plant & Food Research has released three new apricot cultivars that meet these quality standards and exporters will target them at Asian markets in particular. Full article available here 



2.4. Northland Inc: Kaipara peanut crop next steps 
New peanut crop trials completed in Kaipara show promising yields in Northland’s soils and climate. Northland Inc Project Manager Greg Hall said "we're getting crop yields in the order of six to seven tonnes per hectare which would make peanuts more profitable than maize. That is 4500 jars of peanut butter per hectare, which is looking really good.” The trial is expected to extend to additional locations across Northland over the next few months. Full article available here



2.5. Napier Port says Pipfruit exports are tracking in line with the prior year
Napier Port reports resilient half year revenue and earnings as the diversity of the Napier Port trade portfolio mitigates the ongoing effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. “Pipfruit exports are tracking in line with the prior year, but it is not clear what the eventual export crop size for this year will be as a result of the seasonal labour shortages. Similar dynamics are at play across all fresh produce sectors.

“Meanwhile, the continued challenges to container-based supply chains from regional and global shipping disruptions continue to impact on the free flow of cargo .“Noting continued uncertainties and assuming a continuation of current market conditions, Napier Port reaffirms the earnings guidance provided in April for the underlying result from operating activities for the year to range between $39 million and $42 million. Full article available here 



2.6. [bookmark: _Hlk73259866]Emirates SkyCargo set to connect New Zealand with key global markets
Emirates SkyCargo has announced that it will be launching four weekly cargo services to New Zealand from 3rd May 2020 to help connect businesses in the country to key trading partners across the globe. The air cargo carrier is working with the Government of New Zealand as part of its International Airfreight Capacity (IAFC) scheme to help facilitate the exports of key commodities from New Zealand to the rest of the world while ensuring that essential cargo continues to be transported into the country.

Emirates SkyCargo will be operating 3 weekly Dubai-Auckland-Melbourne-Dubai flight rotations and a once a week Dubai-Sydney-Christchurch-Sydney-Dubai flight service operated by the carrier’s Boeing 777-300ER passenger freighters. Full article available here 



2.7. Exporters welcome shipping relief 
New Zealand’s exporters received some welcome relief from congested shipping services this week, with a record 5326 containers loaded aboard on a vessel at the Port of Tauranga. Usually, the service collects 2000-2500 containers from Tauranga, but Maersk allocated more space to New Zealand exporters. On Monday, Maersk Shams loaded 2826 extra (20-foot equivalent) containers, of which 1914 were refrigerated. Relief is also on its way for South Island exporters and ports, with two extra services calling next month to reduce port congestion. Full article available here



2.8. Orchardists urge Government to relax MIQ rules for seasonal workers at low risk of COVID-19
Orchardists and seasonal workers want the Government to relax the rules around managed isolation and quarantine (MIQ) for countries at low risk of coronavirus. New Zealand usually has around 14,000 seasonal workers from the Pacific Islands doing skilled jobs in the horticulture and wine industries - many of whom are the sole breadwinners for their entire family.
.
Orchardists say the various Government efforts to encourage Kiwi workers into the industry - like the $5000 to Work scheme - were "a miserable failure". The Government's now freeing up 300 managed isolation spots a month for recognised seasonal workers, which costs orchardists $6000 per person.
"These are people that know our orchards, they know our industry, they've been working for a long time," says Teviot Valley orchardist Stephen Darling. "And every week we delay we're losing those skilled people to Australia." Vanuatu is an extremely low-risk country. It's had just three COVID-19 cases since the pandemic began.

ACT leader David Seymour says seasonal workers from COVID-19-free countries should be welcomed here without two weeks in quarantine. "This man is more likely to catch COVID in MIQ than he is in Vanuatu or in New Zealand. I just can't believe this Government that talks about kindness has stopped him seeing his child for a year for no public health reason at all." Opening a travel bubble with Vanuatu would be even better - giving skilled workers a job and restarting tourism in the struggling nation.
Full article available here



2.9. Economist: Govt's immigration policy doesn't understand value of migrant labour
Economic Development Minister Stuart Nash has outlined an immigration policy "reset" to move away from relying on low-wage migrants. The plan is to attract people with higher skills instead.
But the New Zealand Initiative's Chief Economist Eric Crampton told Kate Hawkesby in horticulture, for example, there's evidence seasonal workers are important. He says workers coming in to pick fruit provide security of supply downstream for the industry to be investing in plant, kit and workers in the pack houses and in processing. "Skill shortages are already hitting New Zealand businesses and it's disappointing to see that the government is continuing to perpetuate a myth that migration suppresses wages." Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.10. Jordan Carrol wins Central Otago Young Grower of the Year competition
Jordan Carrol, orchard and harvest manager at CentralPac, has won the 2021 Central Otago Young Grower of the Year competition. The Central Otago Young Grower of the Year competition is sponsored by Summerfruit NZ and the Horticentre Charitable Trust, with support by Oji Fibre Solutions, RD8, NZ Apples & Pears, Centralpac and HortNZ.  Full article available here 



2.11. Former World Potato Congress director Ron Gall has passed
Sadly, the World Potato Congress has learned of the passing of former World Potato Congress Director and International Advisor, Ron Gall. President Romain Cools issued a statement, saying:: “Ron was dedicated to the potato industry and in helping to make the World Potato Congress Inc. the world renowned organization that it is today. After 13 years of involvement with the World Potato Congress Inc., seven as an International Advisor and six as a Director, his commitment and loyalty to WPC will be long remembered. Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        

3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However, the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g., on grading and labelling, economic profiles. To see the full report, click on the link in each notification  This week see:

a) Argentina Fresh Deciduous Fruit Semi-annual  Ongoing economic and financial difficulties continue to undermine Argentine fruit exporters’ competitiveness in international markets.  Fresh Deciduous Fruit Semi-annual_Buenos Aires_Argentina_05-15-2021 

b) Cambodia Exporter Guide Cambodia Exporter Guide_Ho Chi Minh City_Cambodia_05-03-2021  

c) Chile Fresh Deciduous Fruit Semi-annual Fresh Deciduous Fruit Semi-annual_Santiago_Chile_05-15-2021 

d) China Decrees 248 and 249 Status Update on Facilities Registration and Food Safety Measures Both decrees are slated to enter into force in less than 8 months, and sources conveyed this was an insufficient time for industry and foreign competent authorities to comply with the requirements. Chinese importers are unaware of how to comply, too. Furthermore, there is an almost complete lack of clarity about how the decrees will be implemented and the implications for trade, including additional risks, costs, and administrative burdens for all parties. Decrees 248 and 249 Status Update on Facilities Registration and Food Safety Measures_Beijing_China - People's Republic of_05-23-2021 

e) [bookmark: _Hlk73261017]European Commission Publishes Biotechnology Study In the third quarter of 2021, the Commission intends to publish an inception impact assessment on plants derived from certain applications of genome editing.  European Commission Publishes Biotechnology Study _Brussels USEU_European Union_05-20-2021 

f) Hong Kong  Macau Exporter Guide Exporter Guide _Hong Kong_Macau_05-20-2021 

g) Hong Kong Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report 
Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report_Hong Kong_Hong Kong_06-30-2021 

h) India COVID-19 Accelerates the Growth of India's Online Grocery Market India’s online grocery market grew by 80 percent to $2.66 billion in 2020 primarily due to COVID-19 and the resulting lockdown. COVID-19 Accelerates the Growth of India's Online Grocery Market_Mumbai_India_05-17-2021 

i) [bookmark: _Hlk73118200]Thailand Updated Approved List of Good Handling Practice Standards Updated Approved List of Good Handling Practice Standards_Bangkok_Thailand_05-25-2021 

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.2. Exporters have ‘12-18 months’ to prepare as G7 paves way for trade digitisation
A new commitment made by G7 digital and technology ministers to adopt electronic transferable records in international trade transactions has been hailed as a “momentous step forward” for trade digitisation, and businesses are being called upon to get ready for digital trade now – or risk being left behind. They have agreed a framework that will champion the work of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) and promote the adoption of its Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records (MLETR).

The declaration marks a huge acceleration in progress towards digitising global trade. Despite more than two decades of efforts, data from the Digital Container Shipping Association (DCSA) shows that only 0.1% of bills of lading – just one of many paper-based trade documents – are issued electronically. A key impediment to the scaling of trade digitisation has been the outdated requirement in most jurisdictions that these so-called “negotiable instruments” – or documents of title – be presented in hard-copy paper format.

The strength of the commitment from the G7 ministerial group and the progress already underway in the UK indicate that the international legal framework for global trade is likely to change quickly, and businesses must act accordingly, “Industry now have 12 to 18 months to prepare, because once those legal barriers are removed, the market is going to move extremely quickly because as the business case sets out, the economic driver is enormous,” he says. “The banks, insurers and others will likely move fast to capitalise on the efficiency gains and the technology providers who are already in the market will swoop in as well, so if companies are not prepared, they are going to get left behind, and those that have prepared are going to have a huge competitive advantage and be able to sweep away all the bureaucracy and costs that are dragging on everyone’s businesses.”.” Full article available here



3.3. Disinfectant chamber expedites produce arrivals, reducing clearance delays
Logistics have been severely impacted by the pandemic and the domino effect of multiple port delays has been a disaster for many companies involved in the supply chain of fresh produce. In order to continue shipping fresh produce overseas, Australia-based SRE Innovation found a solution that plays a key role in maintaining a healthy business environment. “The company states that  The chamber has resulted in a reduction of possible clearance delays (COVID testing) and delivers a product that has been disinfected against the COVID-19 virus as well as Listeria, E-coli, Salmonella, etc.

The company repots the interest has been overwhelming and SRE Innovation has received an initial order of 30 units from China, to be used for imports and exports. In addition to produce, the technology can be applied to other sectors as well. “It can be applied for the safe transport of small-scale manufacturing, agriculture, agri-food, pharmaceuticals, household goods, and courier/expedited services,” said Chong. In addition, the company has developed a home/office model for the disinfection of mail, parcels, grocery, footwear, and more. Full article available here 



3.4. "Australian fruit has a difficult time in the Chinese market"
Many Australian fruit traders have complained about the problems they face in the export of fresh fruit to the Chinese market. Their fruit is delayed in Chinese ports and they have no way to get their shipping containers to clients on time. The shipping containers typically spend 7-10 days to clear customs. This is because Chinese customs agents carry out 100% checks on Australian fruit, rather than sample check the containers." The importer also explained that Chinese customs agents only checked about 30% of the Chilean cherry containers this year, but every single Australian container is opened for inspection. Since resources are limited, inspection is very slow. The cost of inspection and rent for storage space all adds to the cost price of Australian fruit, which puts a lot of pressure on Australian exporters. Full article available here 
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3.5. [bookmark: _Hlk73260013]Container freight rates of Asia-Europe route hitting new highs
Due to the combined effects of strong shipping demand, port delays, and shortage of containers, the spot price of containers continued to rise and reached new highs. Part of the reasons for this price increase is the shortage of ships, as most of the capacity has been used on the popular trans-Pacific and Asia-Europe trade routes. In fact, in recent months, many ships have been moved from less popular trade routes to the Asian market. Shipping companies have transferred as much capacity as possible to facilitate the booming Asia-Europe and trans-Pacific trade. Nevertheless, there is no sign for the freight rate of the Asia and Northern Europe route to go down.

On May 17, Platts Container Rate 1 showed that the container freight rate of the North Asia and North Europe route soared to USD 12,000/FEU, an increase of USD 1,500/FEU from the previous week and almost tenfold of the USD 1,300/FEU estimated for this route one year ago.

Compared with the beginning of the pandemic, the number of empty containers in circulation in the shipping industry has fallen sharply. This is mainly because once the containers are unloaded from the ship, due to the shortage of workers at the terminal, poor inland transportation, and the pandemic, the time of returning to the port has greatly increased. The whole world feels this. It may take some containers 4 weeks to return to the port after unloading, while at the beginning of 2020, it only took about 7 to 10 days. Due to the outbreak of the Covid pandemic in major hubs around the world, port delays have greatly reduced the availability of support staff, resulting in major delays.

Although the entire industry hopes that these logistics problems can be eased as soon as possible, at this moment it seems that these problems will at least last through the end of the third quarter.
In addition, Platts Container Rate 11 showed that the container freight rate of the North Asia and the UK route also hit a record high, rising from USD 1,325/FEU in the same period last year to USD 14,500/FEU. Full article available here 



3.6. [bookmark: _Hlk73260025]Hapag-Lloyd further expands its container fleet
The sharp increase in demand has led to a shortage of containers across the world. Severe imbalances – such as with exports from Asia, but also owing to congestion in ports and delays in hinterland transports – are causing containers to be tied up in transit for considerably longer periods of time. More boxes are currently needed overall to manage the same transport volume. For this reason, Hapag-Lloyd has once again invested in its container fleet and ordered an additional 60,000 TEU of standard containers from China. The first boxes will supplement those currently being produced and are scheduled to be delivered to Hapag-Lloyd as early as July and integrated into the existing fleet. The majority will be subsequently delivered in the third quarter. Full article available here 
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3.7. UK: Hillier achieves carbon footprint reduction in year two of Planet Mark certification
In their second year of carbon footprint reporting and certification to The Planet Mark, Hillier’s Nursery has produced  a carbon footprint decrease of 15.1% across their business. From 1st September 2019 to 31st August 2020, the total carbon footprint of Hillier has been calculated to be 2,042.0 tCO2e and the relative carbon footprint 4.9 tCO2e per employee.

In order to better measure their environmental performance, in 2018, Hillier Nurseries joined The Planet Mark. This is a certification program that recognizes companies committing to continuous improvements in sustainability allowing companies to measure and find opportunities to reduce carbon emissions, energy and water consumption, waste, and more. 

They have now received their year two certification and reporting figures. In calculating the carbon footprint of the company, they have included all 26 sites, which include Head Office, all nurseries and garden centers. The carbon footprint calculation figure includes emissions from electricity, transmission and distribution losses, natural gas, fuel (propane, gas and oil), water, waste, fleet and business travel. Paper use has also been added for the first time in 2020. Hillier has set a target to reduce emissions across their business by 5% annually. 

In line with their commitment to reduce their carbon footprint by 5% each year, they are aiming for a 5% reduction in the next reporting year. Some of the actions Hillier has introduced include:
- Adding hybrid and fully electric cars to their fleet
- Additional recycling streams for their garden centers to reduce waste to landfill

“We are also aware this is an ongoing journey and there is more we can do. We have held productive kick-starter sessions across the business, developing more ideas on ways to reduce our carbon emissions moving forwards. The environment and its protection has always been at the core of Hillier business and our partnership with The Planet Mark continues to give us robust support towards our environmental goals,” Hillier adds. Full article available here 



3.8. Unilever define regenerative principles 
Unilever has gone live with new Regenerative Agriculture Principles (RAPs) which is a framework that outlines “five priority areas” the company says are “in most urgent need of action and where we can generate the biggest impact”. These include regenerating soils, protecting water, increasing biodiversity, developing climate solutions and improving farmer livelihoods. The RAPs will be implemented through impact programmes in partnership with its brands, and focus on key crops including dairy, vegetables, grains, palm, oil, soy and coconut.   Full article available here 



3.9. "How do we fix our broken food system? Invest in local organic farms"
Over the past year, there have been numerous examples of how the current food system in the United States has failed us in the face of a pandemic. At the same time, there were stories of success and glimpses of hope, too. Many direct-to-consumer farms experienced a boom in business as consumers turned to them when the larger system couldn’t meet their needs, writes Sarah Alexander in The Press Herald.  

Jill Agnew of Willow Pond Farm, Maine’s first community-supported agriculture farm, told me that after years of waning interest in her CSA, she suddenly couldn’t keep up with the demand. “People are looking for local food right now. People are realizing that supporting your local farm is an important way to be involved in your community,” she said. Farmers like Agnew stepped up to meet the increased market demand by developing online sales options, adopting contactless pickup and ramping up production. There’s an important lesson that can be gleaned from this: Local and regional food systems are not only better equipped to withstand the challenges of the day, but also act as an antidote to some of them.

The solution to many of the food system issues we faced in 2020 is clear and achievable. When consumers are willing to choose food that is both locally produced and organically grown – instead of local or organic – they are participating in the best solution for our broken food system. Over the past year, our farms have demonstrated how a resilient local food system can work – let’s be sure that we take this time to acknowledge that and invest in them.  Full article available here 
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3.10. Killer robots: Czechs working on AI prototype to wipe out pests with less insecticide
Scientists at Mendel University in Brno have developed a prototype robot that identifies insects harmful to agricultural crops and spays just enough of the right chemical to kill them. Already a “greener” solution than the blanket spraying of insecticides, it is learning to identify infestations before they fully erupt. 

The prototype robot, being developed in collaboration with other European specialists, can now recognize three insects that feed on the two plants in their greenhouse – tomatoes and peppers. The machine has a moveable arm with a camera jutting out of its torso and insecticide spray containers on its back.

It is programmed to move around the greenhouse stopping at each box of plants for a thorough inspection at regular intervals, and with each round adds to its database of knowledge, says Libor Lenža, a biochemist with a computer science background. “The robot knows what kind of pest it is, how intensely it is present on a given plant, or in a given row, and applies the appropriate amount and type of product accordingly. This greatly reduces the amount of chemicals used in agriculture.” Full article available here



3.11. [bookmark: _Hlk73260971]"Microorganisms have the greatest potential for deploying gene technology in farming"
Gene-editing techniques are booming. With continued improvements, higher editing success rates and cheaper methods are expected. The positive applications include higher productivity in crop and livestock production as a result of improved plant and animal genetics. Innovative new crop and livestock inputs, such as better probiotics to enhance animal gut health, and new biologicals for crop protection and nutrient uptake can also be expected.

Gene-editing technology, already being applied in humans, plants, animals, and microorganisms, has a vast impact on several areas and industries. As genes are the code for physical traits – such as yield, disease resistance, and appearance – the power of gene editing unlocks possibilities for designing a biological system to suit one’s needs. “Gene editing can greatly reduce the time and cost of plant and animal breeding, which is crucial for a resilient supply chain, especially in this era marked by climate change. Also, it offers added value through innovative products and longer shelf life,” according to Chia-Kai Kang, Analyst – Farm Inputs for Rabobank.

Most applications of gene editing lay in microorganisms, followed by plants and animals. Rabobank assessed the possibilities of gene-editing applications in these three systems, considering the complexity of each system, research costs, and the reputation of the final product within the society. “Based on these criteria, microorganisms have the greatest potential for deploying gene technology since it involves the lowest cost, compared to plant and animal systems, while it is also the simplest system and has a neutral social reputation,” explains Kang. Plants would take second place, followed by animals.  

The use of this technology in food and agribusiness is broad, and the impact is growing. Examples of companies making use of it to improve production abound. In crop farming, for instance, a company produces microorganisms for corn, which colonize in the root and can fix nitrogen, reducing the need for synthetic nitrogen fertilizer. Another company uses microorganisms for pest control, including insecticide, fungicide, herbicide.
“Using gene-editing technology, the efficacy of these microorganism-based farm inputs can be increased, leading to higher acceptance rates. This is expected to change farming practices in the long run,” says Kang. Read the complete report here. 
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SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English		French		Spanish

		G/SPS/N/ARE/234/Add.2		Addenda emergency		18/05/2021		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207) except heat‑treated products		Pleven in Bulgaria		United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Plovdiv in Bulgaria		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Virus (HPAI) in Plovdiv in Bulgaria, the United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Plovdiv in Bulgaria.
These measures include all measures taken in the issued emergency notifications G/SPS/N/ARE/234 and G/SPS/N/ARE/234/Add.1 with additional measure included the following:
Consignments of table eggs and poultry meat and their products from Plovdiv in Bulgaria that were produced after 2 April 2021 are not allowed to be exported to the United Arab Emirates.
This follows the publishing of the follow-up Reports of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in the Bulgaria, and in compliance with Article 10.4.4, Chapter 10.4 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/502/Add.10		Addenda emergency		18/05/2021		Australia		The following goods (in various raw and processed forms):
Rice (Oryza sativa) [Tariff 1209, 1006] Chickpeas (Cicer arietinum) [Tariff 1209, 07131106] Cucurbit seed (Cucurbita spp.) [Tariff 1209, 1207] Cumin seed (Cuminum cyminum) [Tariff 1209, 0909] Safflower seed (Carthamus tinctorius) [Tariff 1209, 1207] Bean seed (Phaseolus) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Soybean (Glycine max) [Tariff 1209, 1201] Mung beans, cowpeas (Vigna) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Lentils (Lens culinaris) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Wheat (Triticum aestivum) [Tariff 1209, 1001, 1104, 1103, 1101] Coriander seed (Coriandrum sativum) [Tariff 1209, 0909] Celery seed (Apium graveolens) [Tariff 1209] Peanuts (Arachis hypogaea) [Tariff 1209, 1202, 0713, 1106] Dried peppers (Capsicum spp) [Tariff 1209, 0904] Faba bean (Vicia faba) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Pigeon Pea (Cajanus cajan) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Peas (Pisum sativum) [Tariff 1209, 0713, 1106] Fennel seed (Foeniculum spp). [Tariff 1209, 0909]The following exclusions apply: retorted goods that are commercially manufactured and packaged, commercial manufactured frozen food and frozen plant products, or as fresh vegetables.				Notification of emergency measures for khapra beetle – Revised implementation schedule and update on implementation		On 4 August 2020, Australia issued a SPS notification (G/SPS/N/AUS/502) informing trading partners of its intention to implement emergency measures to safeguard Australia against the entry, establishment and spread of khapra beetle (Trogoderma granarium).
 
The urgent actions are being implemented in 6 phases. Phases 1 to 5 address the risk of khapra beetle entering on imported plants and plant products. Phase 6 addresses the risk of khapra beetle entering as a hitchhiker pest in sea containers.

Revised implementation schedule

A revised implementation schedule is below.

Phase 1: Ban on high-risk plant products within unaccompanied personal effects and low value freight  - Commenced 3 September 2020 (See G/SPS/N/AUS/502/Add.1)
 
Phase 2: Ban on high-risk plant products within accompanied baggage or via international travellers or mail articles  -  Commenced 15 October 2020. (See G/SPS/N/AUS/502/Add.2)
 
Phase 3: Revised phytosanitary certification and new offshore treatment requirements for high-risk plant products via all commercial pathways  -  Expected to commence in August 2021
 
Phase 4: Revised phytosanitary certification and new offshore treatment requirements for other risk plant products  -  Progression of this work is on hold
 
Phase 5: Phytosanitary certification requirements for all seeds for sowing  -  Progression of this work is on hold

Phase 6A: New measures for target risk sea containers

Measures for target risk containers packed with high-risk plant products  -  Commenced 12 April 2021 (See: G/SPS/N/AUS/502/Add.9) 

Measures for target risk containers that are packed with other products and will be unpacked in a rural grain growing area of Australia  -   Will commence on 12 July 2021
 
Phase 6B: New measures for high-risk sea containers  -  Expected to commence in late 2021
 
Alternative treatment options for Phase 3

We recognise that heat treatment or methyl bromide fumigation may not be feasible for some goods imported under Phase 3. As such, we are considering alternative treatment options for goods impacted by Phase 3. Additional information on any alternatives identified will be published on our website (awe.gov.au/khapra-urgent-actions) closer to implementation.

Implementation of Phase 6A
We recognise that some of the treatment requirements implemented under Phase 6A may be new to industry. As such, where a treatment certificate is provided with the sea container but does not meet all our requirements as detailed on our website, we will work with treatment providers over the next 8 weeks to improve their understanding of these requirements and where appropriate, facilitate the import of goods within impacted containers.
 
For more information on the urgent actions visit: gov.au/khapra-containers gov.au/khapra-urgent-actionsAddenda to this SPS notification will be published to notify the measures and exact implementation dates for other phases. Complete import conditions and details regarding the measures will be outlined in the Biosecurity Import Conditions system (BICON) prior to the implementation date.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/522		Regular notification		18/05/2021		Australia		Foods in general				Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (No. 4, 4 May 2021).		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Azoxystrobin, Carbendazim, Cyantraniliprole, Flonicamid, Fluxapyroxad, Imazapyr, Mefentrifluconazole, Mesotrione, Spiroxamine in specified plant commodities
Mefentrifluconazole in specified animal commodities		Food safety; ;		09/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1184/Add.2/Corr.2		Corrigenda regular		20/05/2021		Brazil		HS Codes: 02, 04, 03; ICS Codes: 65, 67				Categories of animal products to be adopted for foreign establishments		This corrigendum aims to replace the attachments added to G/SPS/N/BRA/1184/Add.2.Corr.1		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1527/Add.4		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 30049085 (Veterinary medicinal preparations, not for human use, not elsewhere specified or included); ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Normative Instruction number 89, 8 April 2021		The Normative Instruction number 51, 19 December 2019 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1527/Add.2 - which establishes Maximum Residue Limit (MRL), Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI), and Acute Reference Dose (ARfD) of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) for veterinary drugs in food of animal origin, was changed by the Normative Instruction number 89, 8 April 2021. 

The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: 
http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/6257261/IN_89_2021_.pdf/8c7c3a2a-133c-45bf-b246-3b60f4c15d2f.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1660/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 2106, 10; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RDC number 493, 15 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 811, 6 April 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1660 - which establishes the technical requirements for the identification as integral and for the emphasis of integral ingredients in the labelling of food containing cereals, was adopted as Resolution - RDC number 493, 15 April 2021.

This resolution will be also notified to the TBT committee. 

The final text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: 
http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/3390773/RDC_493_2021_.pdf/363fcc3c-27ea-4274-b4af-b74c4444d84e.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1831/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 18, 120750, 0804, 081090, 08026, 0806, 07052, 070970, 0703, 0707, 0704, 081090, 3295, 08105000, cupuacu, 08109090, 12099110, 070990, 0709999000, 0709991000, 07049010; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1432, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 943, 5 November 2020 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1831 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1432, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1880/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07133; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1444, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 991, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1880 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1444, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=132.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1881/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1431, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 992, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1881 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1431, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1882/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0805, 0702; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1433, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 993, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1882 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1433, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1883/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 071340, 071320, 07133500, 07133990; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1434, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 994, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1883 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1434, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1884/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 0703; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1435, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 995, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1884 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1435, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1885/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1201; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1436, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 996, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1885 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1436, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1888/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 071420, 0706, 09101, 071430, 0714900011; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1438, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 999, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1888 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1438, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1889/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 09, 0807, 0707, 0702; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1439, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1000, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1889 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1439, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1890/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1006; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1440, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1001, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1890 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1440, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://www.in.gov.br/web/dou/-/resolucao-re-n-1.440-de-8-de-abril-de-2021-313208720.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1891/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1441, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1002, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1891 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1441, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=132.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1892/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): pasture; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1420, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1003, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1892 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1420, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1893/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1002, 1003, 1004, 1007, 10082, 08012, 0808, 07133, 804, 08026000, 08029000, 0810909050, 0810909002, 081090, 3295, 08105000, 08109090, 08109090, 08119025, acai, cupuacu, triticale; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1421, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1004, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1893 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1421, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1894/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1422, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1005, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1894 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1422, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1895/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1423, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1006, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1895 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1423, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1896/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1701; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1424, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1007, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1896 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1424, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1897/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1701; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1427, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1008, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1897 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1427, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=130.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1898/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1001, 1005, 1006, 1007, 07133; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1428, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1009, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1898 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1428, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1899/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 1002, 1004, 071310, 071320, 071340, 07133500, triticale; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1429, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1010, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1899 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1429, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1900/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 08011; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Resolution - RE number 1430, 8 April 2021		The Draft Resolution number 1011, 27 January 2021 - previously notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1900 - was adopted as Resolution - RE number 1430, 8 April 2021.

The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:
https://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=12/04/2021&jornal=515&pagina=131.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1943		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 1047, 14 April 2021, regarding the active ingredient P62 - PEPTÍDEOS DERIVADOS DA PROTEÍNA HARPIN of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft Resolution includes the active ingredient P62 - PEPTÍDEOS DERIVADOS DA PROTEÍNA HARPIN in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; ;		20/06/2021				EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1944		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Brazil		HS Code(s): 38089910; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				Draft resolution number 1048, 14 April 2021, regarding the active ingredient Q05 - QUIZALOFOPE-P (quizalofop-P) of the Monograph List of Active Ingredients for Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient Q05.1 - QUIZALOFOPE-P-ETÍLICO (quizalofop-P) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers:
- includes the phrase at item "h": Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI): 0,009 mg/kg b.w. (source: EFSA*, 2009);
- includes the phrase at item "i": Acute Reference Dose (ARfD): Not applicable (source: EFSA*, 2009);
- includes the phrase at item "j": "for the purpose of residue definition for conformity to MRL and dietary risk assessment, it will be considered the sum of the active ingredient quizalofop, its salts, esters (including propaquizafop), and conjugateds, expressed as quizalofop";
- includes the phrase: "*European Food Safety Authority".

This Draft resolution incorporates the following changes for the active ingredient Q05.2 - QUIZALOFOPE-P-TEFURÍLICO (quizalofop-P) from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers:
- includes the phrase at item "h": Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI): 0,013 mg/kg b.w. (source: EFSA*, 2008);
- includes the phrase at item "i": Acute Reference Dose (ARfD): 0,1 mg/kg b.w. (source: EFSA*, 2008);
- includes the phrase at item "j": "for the purpose of residue definition for conformity to MRL and dietary risk assessment, it will be considered the sum of the active ingredient quizalofop, its salts, esters (including propaquizafop), and conjugateds, expressed as quizalofop";
- includes the phrase: "*European Food Safety Authority".		Food safety; ;		20/06/2021				EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1945		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Brazil		Polished rice grains (Oryza sativa)				Ordinance (Portaria) No. 280 of 3 May 2021, Establishes phytosanitary requirements for the import of polished rice grains (Oryza sativa) from any country		Establishes phytosanitary requirements for the import of polished rice grains (Oryza sativa) from any country.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1946		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Brazil		Meats, products based on meat or offal of sheep and goats				Sanitary requirements for the import of meat, products based on meat or offal of sheep and goats		Sanitary requirements for the import of meat, products based on meat or offal of sheep and goats.		Food safety; Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1947		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Brazil		Meat and offal of bovine				Sanitary requirements for the import of meat and offal of bovine		Sanitary requirements for the import of meat and offal of bovine.		Food safety; Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1948		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Brazil		pest Anastrepha grandisnos				Ordinance (Portaria) nº305 of 12 May 2021. Revalidates the recognition of the free area of the pest Anastrepha grandis in the states of Ceará and Rio Grande do Norte in Brazil.		Revalidates the recognition of the free area of the pest Anastrepha grandis in the states of Ceará and Rio Grande do Norte in Brazil.		Plant protection; ;				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1353/Add.1		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide ethephon in or on various commodities (ICS: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Ethephon		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for ethephon notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1353 (dated 19 November 2020) was adopted 14 May 2021.
As per PMRL2020-39, the revocation of the MRLs for ethephon on corresponding commodities will take effect to allow sufficient time for legally treated commodities to clear the channels of trade. The revocation of the MRLs will be legally in effect following their removal from the MRL database, that is, 36 months from the date of publication of the RVD2020-09 (published 24 September 2020).
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1370/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide difenoconazole in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Difenoconazole		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for difenoconazole, notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1370 (dated 11 February 2021) and G/SPS/N/CAN/1370/Corr.1 (dated 17 March 2021), was adopted 10 May 2021. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
8.0 Garden beet tops
0.6 Root vegetable (crop subgroup 1A)2
1ppm = parts per million
2 This MRL replaces the current MRLs for carrot and sugar beet roots.
An MRL is established for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1371/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide flupyradifurone in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.200)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Flupyradifurone		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for flupyradifurone notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1371 (dated 11 February 2021) was adopted 10 May 2021. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
9.0 Celtuce, fresh Florence fennel leaves and stalks
8.0 Tropical and subtropical palm fruits, edible peel (crop subgroup 23C)
6.0 Kohlrabies
3.0 Sesame seeds
0.70 Sunflowers (crop subgroup 20B) (revised), Texas prickly pear pads
0.30 Pineapples
0.01 Stalk and stem vegetables (crop subgroup 22A, except celtuce2, fresh Florence fennel leaves and stalks2, kohlrabies3, prickly pear pads4, Texas prickly pear pads5)
1ppm = parts per million
2 Celtuce and fresh Florence fennel leaves and stalks are excluded from this MRL action as a separate MRL of 9.0 ppm is now established for these commodities.
3 Kohlrabies is excluded from this MRL action as a separate MRL of 6.0 ppm is now established for the commodity.
4 Prickly pear pads are excluded from this MRL action as an MRL of 0.70 ppm is already established for the commodity.
5 Texas prickly pear pads are excluded from this MRL action as a separate MRL of 0.70 ppm is now established for the commodity.
 An MRL is established for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1374/Add.1		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide propiconazole in or on wheat (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Propiconazole		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for propiconazole notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1374 (dated 16 February 2021) was adopted 12 May 2021. The proposed MRL was established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and is provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01 Wheat2,3
1ppm = parts per million
2 The existing MRL of 0.09 ppm for wheat is revised to 0.01 ppm.
3 The existing MRL of 0.2 ppm for wheat bran and wheat germ is revoked. These wheat commodities will be regulated under the established wheat MRL of 0.01 ppm.
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1375/Add.1		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide dimethoate in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Dimethoate		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for dimethoate notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1375 (dated 16 February 2021) was adopted 12 May 2021.
The revised MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database on 12 May 2021. The revocation of MRLs is legally in effect as of 12 May 2021, following their removal from the MRL Database.
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1376/Add.1		Addenda regular		21/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide thiabendazole in or on bananas, mangoes and papayas (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Established Maximum Residue Limit: Thiabendazole		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for thiabendazole notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1376 (dated 19 February 2021) was adopted 19 May 2021. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
10 Mangoes, papayas
9.0 Bananas2
1ppm = parts per million
2 This MRL replaces the current MRL of 0.4 ppm for bananas.
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides or for food commodities.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable.		EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1387		Regular notification		18/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide glyphosate in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060).				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Glyphosate (PMRL2021-10)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-10 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for glyphosate that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
MRL (ppm)1 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
352 Groats/rolled oats, oat bran
152,3,5 Barley bran, dry adzuki beans, dry beans, dry blackeyed peas, dry broad beans, dry catjang seeds, dry chickpeas, dry cowpea seeds, dry guar seeds, dry kidney beans, dry lablab beans, dry lima beans, dry moth beans, dry mung beans, dry navy beans, dry pink beans, dry pinto beans, dry rice beans, dry southern peas, dry tepary beans, dry urd beans, grain lupin, pearled barley, wheat bran, wheat germ
104,5 Dry field peas, dry lentils, dry pigeon peas
1.0 Tree nuts (crop group 14-11)
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The new MRLs of 35 ppm in/on groats/rolled oats and oat bran, as well as 15 ppm in/on barley bran, pearled barley, wheat bran and wheat germ, will replace the currently established MRLs in/on "oat, milling fractions (except flour)", "barley milling fractions (except flour)" and "wheat milling fractions (except flour)". Flour will no longer be explicitly mentioned in the database, as it is covered by the MRLs in/on the respective raw agricultural commodities (RACs) of oats, barley and wheat.
3 Given that a new MRL of 15 ppm is recommended for all commodities of crop subgroup 6C, except soybeans, dry lentils, dry field peas and dry pigeon peas, the historical term "beans" originally covered at 4.0 ppm will be removed from the database. It is noted that the following commodities are considered as beans: grain lupin, dry blackeyed peas, dry catjang seeds, dry cowpea seeds and dry southern peas. Chickpeas can be considered as beans or peas, but the MRL is set at the highest value between the two, in this case beans at 15 ppm.
4 Given that a new MRL of 10 ppm is recommended for dry field peas and dry pigeon peas, the historical term "peas" covered at 5.0 ppm will be removed from the database. It is noted that lentils are considered as peas, and therefore, the MRL of 4.0 ppm will be replaced by the value of 10 ppm.
5 Residues of glyphosate in/on succulent peas and beans of crop subgroups 6A and 6B will be covered under 0.1 ppm as per Part B, Division 15, Subsection B.15.002(1) of the FDAR.
An MRL is proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.		Food safety; ;		20/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1388		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Marine vessels				Proposed revision to D-95-03: Plant protection policy for marine vessels arriving in Canada from areas regulated for Asian gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar, Lymantria albescens, Lymantria postalba, Lymantria umbrosa)		The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is proposing an update to its Directive D-95-03: Plant protection policy for marine vessels arriving in Canada from areas regulated for Asian gypsy moth to reflect the changes proposed to specified risk periods (SRPs) as noted in the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) "Position Document on Asian gypsy moth (AGM) specified risk periods in Japan, Russia, Republic of Korea and China". The CFIA's proposed changes are based on the scientific and technical analysis conducted by the Asian gypsy moth (AGM) Expert Group of NAPPO, which includes the CFIA as one of its members.
The NAPPO AGM Expert Group has reviewed the Specified Risk Periods (SRPs) for the AGM species complex in all AGM-regulated countries (China, Japan, Republic of Korea and Russia). Following an evaluation of available data and discussions with impacted AGM-regulated countries, revisions to the SRPs are proposed for Japan and Russia and include:
•       Adjusting the SRP regions and extending the SRP start and end dates for some regions in Japan. 
•       Extending the SRP start and end dates in Russia. 
•       Reducing the total number of specified risk periods from six to four.
Countries in which a marine shipping industry operates will be the most affected as any vessels destined to Canada that called on ports in Japan, far-east Russia, China and the Republic of Korea during the Specified Risk Period for Asian gypsy moth will need to comply with the revised SRP dates.  AGM-regulated countries will be the most affected as their inspection and certification bodies will need to adjust to accommodate increased workload due to the expansion of the SRPs in far east Russia and Japan.
Based on available data, there are no changes to the SRPs for the Republic of Korea or China at this time.
For vessels which call on ports in North America, the revision to the SRPs means that the time period when AGM certification is required for vessels that have called on ports in Japan and Russia has been increased/lengthened. Implementation of changes to the SRPs is planned to begin in 2022.
By November 2021, the CFIA will finalize the update to directive D-95-03: Plant protection policy for marine vessels arriving in Canada from areas regulated for Asian gypsy moth to reflect the changes to the SRPs.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		30/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1389		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide lambda-cyhalothrin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.100, 67.120, 67.140, 67.180, 67.200).				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Lambda-cyhalothrin (PMRL2021-14)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-14 is to consult on the proposed MRL revocations for lambda-cyhalothrin and corresponding commodities identified in the PMRL.		Food safety; ;		28/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1390		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide pendimethalin in or on celery (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Pendimethalin (PMRL2021-11)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-11 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for pendimethalin that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.2                   Celery
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; ;		27/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1391		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide oxathiapiprolin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080).				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Oxathiapiprolin (PMRL2021-12)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-12 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for oxathiapiprolin that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1          Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.5                      Bushberries (crop subgroup 13-07B, except lowbush blueberries)2
0.4                      Low growing berries (crop subgroup 13-07G, except lingonberries and cranberries)3,4
0.01                    Tree nuts (crop group 14-11)
1 ppm = parts per million
2 Lowbush blueberries are in multiple crop subgroups and are included in crop subgroup 13-07G for this MRL action.
3 Lingonberries are in multiple crop subgroups and are included in crop subgroup 13-07B for this MRL action.
4 Cranberries are excluded from this MRL action since oxathiapriprolin is not registered for use on cranberries.
 
An MRL is proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.		Food safety; ;		27/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1392		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide metalaxyl in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Metalaxyl (PMRL2021-13)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-13 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for metalaxyl that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA). 
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
10                     Bearberries, bilberries, cloudberries, lowbush blueberries2, muntries, partridgeberries
1.5                    Caneberries (crop subgroup 13-07A)3
0.5                    Tree Nuts (crop group 14-11, except almond nuts, black walnuts, and English walnuts)4
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The MRL is proposed to replace the currently established 3.0 ppm MRL for lowbush blueberries.
3 The MRL is proposed to replace the currently established 0.2 ppm MRL for raspberries and add MRLs for the remaining commodities in the crop subgroup.
4 Almond nuts, black walnuts and English walnuts are excluded from this MRL action as a 0.5 ppm MRL is already established for these commodities. 
An MRL is proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of the Canada.ca website.		Food safety; ;		27/07/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1393		Regular notification		20/05/2021		Canada		Pesticide methoprene in or on milk (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.100)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Methoprene (PMRL2021-15)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2021-15 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limit (MRL) for methoprene that has been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA). 
MRL (ppm)1       Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                  Milk
1 ppm = parts per million		Food safety; ;		01/08/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/CHL/659/Add.1		Addenda regular		10/05/2021		Chile						Exempt Resolution No. 2.602/2021: Health requirements for the importation into Chile of prepared dishes containing ingredients of animal origin		Chile hereby advises that Exempt Resolution No. 2.602/2021 "Health requirements for the importation into Chile of prepared dishes containing ingredients of animal origin" entered into force on 7 May 2021.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/CHL/21_3334_00_s.pdf		Animal health; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/COL/327		Regular notification		10/05/2021		Colombia		Food and beverages for human consumption; feed and fodder				Proyecto de resolución "Por la cual se establecen los Límites Máximos de Residuos (LMR) de plaguicidas en alimentos y bebidas para consumo humano y en piensos y forrajes" (Draft Resolution establishing the pesticide maximum residue levels (MRLs) in food and beverages for human consumption and in feed and fodder)		The notified draft Resolution establishes the pesticide maximum residue levels (MRLs) in food and beverages for human consumption and in feed and fodder.		Food safety; Animal health; ;		09/07/2021				EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/ECU/255		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Ecuador		Rice (Oryza sativa) seed for sowing		United States of America		Propuesta de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de semillas de arroz (Oryza sativa) para la siembra originarias de Estados Unidos (Draft phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of rice (Oryza sativa) seed for sowing originating in the United States)		The notified text establishes draft mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Ecuador of rice (Oryza sativa) seed for sowing originating in the United States.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		10/07/2021				EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/ECU/256		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Ecuador		Barley (Hordeum vulgare) seed for sowing		Mexico		Propuesta de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de semillas de cebada (Hordeum vulgare) para la siembra originarias de México (Draft phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of barley (Hordeum vulgare) seed for sowing originating in Mexico)		The notified text establishes draft mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Ecuador of barley (Hordeum vulgare) seeds for sowing originating in Mexico.		Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		10/07/2021				EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/ECU/257		Regular notification		11/05/2021		Ecuador		In vitro blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) plants for planting		United States of America		Propuesta de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de plantas in vitro de arándano (Vaccinium corymbosum) para plantar originarias de Estados Unidos (Draft phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of in vitroblueberry plants for planting originating in the United States of America)		The notified text establishes draft mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Ecuador of in vitro blueberry plants for planting originating in the United States of America.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		10/07/2021				EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/EU/455/Add.1		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		European Union		HS Code 2309 - Preparations of a kind used in animal nutrition				Status of certain products as feed additives and withdrawal from the market of certain feed additives		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/455 (16 December 2020) is now adopted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/758 of 7 May 2021 on the status of certain products as feed additives within the scope of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council and on the withdrawal from the market of certain feed additives (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 162, 10 May 2021, p. 5].
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.		Food safety; Animal health; ;				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/489		Regular notification		21/05/2021		European Union		Wine products				Draft Commission Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards authorised oenological practices		Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 supplements Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 as regards rules that are necessary to ensure the proper functioning of the internal market for grapevine products. In particular, it defines in a clear and precise manner the permitted oenological practices including the methods for sweetening wines, the limits on the use of certain substances that may be used for wine-making and the conditions for using some of those substances for wine-making. It also aligns certain provisions with relevant international standards, namely the International Code of Oenological Practices and the International Oenological Codex of the International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV), as regards its Annex IA.
The draft Commission Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 introduces new oenological practices on the basis of resolutions adopted in 2019 and 2020 by the OIV. It also provides clarifications on, and improves consistency of, some of the existing provisions. Lastly, it withdraws the authorisation of DL tartaric acid in the light of its observed nephrotoxic effects.
Please note that elements pertaining to intellectual property rights, in particular to the application and/or implementation of Geographical Indications (GIs) are included in this notification as part of a legislative package but clearly fall outside the scope of the SPS agreement.		Food safety; ;		20/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/490		Regular notification		21/05/2021		European Union		Flavourings, food				Draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the inclusion of 3-(1-((3,5-dimethylisoxazol-4-yl)methyl)-1H-pyrazol-4-yl)-1-(3-hydroxybenzyl)imidazolidine-2,4-dione in the Union list of flavouring substances (Text with EEA relevance)		The Union list of flavourings and source materials is laid down in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1334/3008. It was established by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 872/2012 of 1 October 2012 adopting the list of flavouring substances notified in G/SPS/N/EU/13/Add.1 (12 October 2012). This list is now amended by the draft "Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the inclusion of 3-(1-((3,5-dimethylisoxazol-4-yl)methyl)-1H-pyrazol-4-yl)-1-(3-hydroxybenzyl)imidazolidine-2,4-dione in the Union list of flavouring substances".
This addendum concerns the addition of the substance mentioned above, with FL n 16.127, to the list of authorised flavouring substances in the European Union.
This inclusion follows an application and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) evaluation evaluated this substance. The substance mentioned is included with certain conditions of use. The substance complies with the general requirements for flavourings set out in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008.		Food safety; ;		20/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/702/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/05/2021		Korea, Republic of		Foods				Add of Proposed Amendments to the Enforcement Rule of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control		Proposed Amendments to the Enforcement Rule of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control
(1)
The enforcement date of the partial amendment notified in G/SPS/N/KOR/702 (dated 19 November 2020) for designating kimchi as a product under mandatory HACCP application and setting up details for HACCP certification procedures and assessment has been modified to 1 October 2021.
A phased approach will be applied according to the import amount as follow:   
1. Products of which import amount exceeding 10,000 tons as of 2019: 1 October 2021
2. Products of which import amount exceeding 5,000 tons as of 2020: 1 October 2022
3. Products of which import amount exceeding 1,000 tons as of 2021: 1 October 2023
4. Products that are not included in the above 3 subparagraphs: 1 October 2024
 (2)
The enforcement date of the partial amendment notified in G/SPS/N/KOR/702 (dated 19 November 2020) has been modified to 1 October 2021.
In accordance with the amendments to the Enforcement Rule of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control, kimchi will be designated as a product under mandatory HACCP application and detailed rules will be set for HACCP certification procedures and assessment.
A phased approach will be applied specifically to those exceeding 10,000 tons in terms of import amount.
Mandatory HACCP application for imported kimchi will become effective from 1 October 2021.		Food safety; ;				10 june 2021		EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/717		Regular notification		18/05/2021		Korea, Republic of		Foods				Proposed Amendments to Border Inspection Regulation for Foods		Summary of The proposed amendment seeks to:
1) Adjustment on the types of pesticides for simultaneous residue analysis of agricultural commodities, when imported for the first time
2) Adjustment of the commodities' list by country that the Minister of Food and Drug Safety recognizes as safe.		Food safety; ;		17/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/718		Regular notification		19/05/2021		Korea, Republic of		Food products (Living Modified Organisms, LMO)				Establishment of MFDS rules on Socio-Economic Impact Evaluation of Living Modified Organisms for Food		The rule specifies MFDS's evaluation procedure on socio-economic impact of Living Modified Organism for food. In accordance with the rule, the MFDS;  
(a) establishes and operates an advisory committee for cases that requires the evaluation:
(b) has established specific items and standards for the evaluation; and
(c) takes appropriate measures according to the evaluation result.		Food safety; ;		18/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/719		Regular notification		19/05/2021		Korea, Republic of		Food products (Living modified organisms, LMO)				Proposed Amendments of the "Notification on Transboundary Movements, etc. of Living Modified Organisms (hereinafter, "LMO")"		The proposed amendment seeks to;
1. clearly provide duties of Regional Office of Food and Drug Safety in fields auditing of companies which apply for LMO Import Approval (Article 8-10);
2. provide legal basis for establishing and operating advisory committees for Socio-economic Assessment of Living Modified Organisms for foods (Article 8-11); and
3. clarify specific standards of Establishment and Operation of Production Facilities Using LMO according to the safety management level (Article 8-13).		Food safety; ;		18/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/KWT/98		Emergency notification		17/05/2021		Kuwait, the State of		Poultry of all types and eggs/egg products (Fresh, Chilled, Frozen, Processed) except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C.		Mali		Ministerial Decision number 880 for 2021 (Mali)		Decision to ban poultry of all types including eggs except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C from Mali due to outbreak of avian influenza. (H5N1)		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/KWT/99		Emergency notification		17/05/2021		Kuwait, the State of		Poultry of all types and eggs/egg products (Fresh, Chilled, Frozen, Processed) except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C.		Nádudvar, Hungary		Ministerial Decision number 880 for 2021 (Nádudvar, Hungary)		Decision to ban poultry of all types including eggs except those thermally treated at 70 degrees C from Nádudvar, Hungary due to outbreak of avian influenza. (H5N1)		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/NIC/107/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Nicaragua						List of Regulated Pests, Nicaragua 2020		On 8 May 2019, the Republic of Nicaragua notified, in document G/SPS/N/NIC/107, the List of Regulated Pests, Nicaragua 2019. Changes have since been made to content of the List. The updated List is now entitled "List of Regulated Pests, Nicaragua 2020".
Text available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/SPS/NIC/21_3355_00_s.pdf		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/N/THA/392		Regular notification		12/05/2021		Thailand		Processed food products (ICS Code: 67.020)				Notification of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative Issued by virtue of the Animal Epidemic Act B.E. 2558 entitled "Processed food which are considered as animal carcasses under the Animal Epidemic Act B.E. 2558"		The following processed food products are now considering as animal carcasses under the Animal Epidemic Act B.E. 2558:
Sausages, Chinese sausages, sour pork sausages, salami, ham, bacon, smoked beef, smoked pork, smoked mutton, smoked goat, smoked chicken, smoked duck, smoked goose, smoked turkey, smoked ostrich, pickle beef, pickle pork, pickle mutton, pickle goat, pickle chicken, pickle duck, pickle goose, pickle turkey, pickle ostrich, cured beef, cured pork, cured mutton, cured goat, cured chicken, cured duck, cured goose, cured turkey, cured ostrich, beef burger, pork burger, chicken burger, turkey burger, ostrich burger, mutton burger, goat burger, honey, honeycomb, royal jelly, salted eggs or salted egg yolks, preserved eggs.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN				ES

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/541/Add.1		Addenda regular		12/05/2021		Chinese Taipei		Food ingredient to be used in food				Regulation for The Use Restriction of Purging cassia (Cassia fistula L.) Fruit		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu notified to the Draft Regulation for The Use Restriction of Purging cassia (Cassia fistula L.) Fruit dated 29 July 2020 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/541). The final regulation was promulgated on 12 May 2021 and will entry into force on 1 July 2022.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/560/Add.1		Addenda regular		12/05/2021		Chinese Taipei		Plants or plant products		China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Mexico, Netherlands, Palestine, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America		The amendment of Part B of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Plants or Plant Products"		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu notified the draft amendment of Part B of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Plants or Plant Products" on 8 February 2021 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/560). The amendment of quarantine requirements for host plants or plant products of Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (Tobamovirus) from infected areas were published and became effective on 6 May 2021.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/561/Add.1		Addenda emergency		12/05/2021		Chinese Taipei		Seeds of Solanum spp. and Capsicum spp.				The amendment emergency measures for Solanum spp. and Capsicum spp. seeds.		The emergency phytosanitary measures for the importation of Solanum spp. and Capsicum spp. seeds, previously notified in G/SPS/N/TPKM/561 dated 9 February 2021, was amended on 6 May 2021 to mitigate the biosecurity risk posed by three viruses and six viroids: Tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLCV), Tomato mottle mosaic virus (ToMMV), Pepino mosaic virus (PepMV), Columnea latent viroid (CLVd), Potato spindle tuber viroid (PSTVd), Tomato apical stunt viroid (TASVd), Tomato chlorotic dwarf viroid (TCDVd), Tomato planta macho viroid (TPMVd) and Pepper chat fruit viroid (PCFVd).
The emergency measures to manage the related viruses and viroids on Solanum spp. and Capsicum spp. seeds are as follows:
The above-mentioned viruses and viroids are included as quarantine pests in the specific requirements for Solanum spp. and Capsicum spp. seeds. The importation of the seeds shall be accompanied by the phytosanitary certificate issued by the plant quarantine authority of the exporting country, stating that the seeds have been laboratory tested and found free from Tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLCV), Tomato mottle mosaic virus (ToMMV), Pepino mosaic virus (PepMV), Columnea latent viroid (CLVd), Potato spindle tuber viroid (PSTVd), Tomato apical stunt viroid (TASVd), Tomato chlorotic dwarf viroid (TCDVd), Tomato planta macho viroid (TPMVd) and Pepper chat fruit viroid (PCFVd) before export; otherwise, the seeds will be destroyed or reshipped.
The quarantine requirements of Tomato brown rugose fruit virus was adopted and notified in G/SPS/N/TPKM/560/Add.1.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/142/Add.1		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		Ukraine		Live animals and their reproductive material, foodstuffs of animal origin, feed, hay, straw, by-products of animal origin, products of their processing				Adoption of the Order of the Ministry for Development of Economу, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine of 23.03.2021 No. 601 "On approval of Rules of handling products imported (shipped) to the customs territory of Ukraine as trade (exhibition) samples or objects of scientific research"		Ukraine informs that the draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On approval of Rules of handling products imported (shipped) to the customs territory of Ukraine as trade (exhibition) samples or objects of scientific research" (G/SPS/N/UKR/142) was adopted on 23 March 2021 (Order No. 601), registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 07 April 2021 and will enter into force on 23 June 2021.
The Order is available at https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0459-21#Text		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; ;				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/145/Add.2		Addenda regular		20/05/2021		Ukraine		Meat of bovine animals, swine, sheep or goat, fresh, chilled or frozen (HS codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204), edible offal of bovine animals, fresh or chilled (HS code: 020610), meat and edible offal of the poultry of heading 0105, fresh, chilled or frozen (HS code: 0207); natural honey (HS code: 0409000000)				Draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On Approval of the Procedure and Special Requirements for Labelling and the List of Foodstuff for which Indication of Country of Origin or Place of Origin is Mandatory"		Ukraine informs that the draft Order of the Ministry for Development of Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine "On Approval of the Procedure and Special Requirements for Labelling and the List of Foodstuff for which Indication of Country of Origin or Place of Origin is Mandatory" (G/SPS/N/UKR/145) was adopted on 01 April 2021 (Order No. 679), registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 06 May 2021 and enters into force on 18 May 2021.
The Order is available at https://ips.ligazakon.net/document/view/re36223?an=29&ed=2021_04_01 
or
http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/RE36223.html		Food safety; ;				Not applicable. 		EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/161		Regular notification		21/05/2021		Ukraine		Pesticides and agrochemicals				The draft Law "On Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine on Improving State Regulation in the Sphere of Pesticides and Agrochemicals"		The draft Law refers to:
- labelling requirements for pesticides and agrochemicals;
- the procedure for state registration of preparations;
- the removal of provisions for special raw material zones intended for the cultivation of products for children's and dietary nutrition;
- harmonizing definitions of terms in accordance with the definitions under EU law;
- eliminating duplication of authority and excessive government regulation; 
- strengthening the control over counterfeit pesticides and agrochemicals.
The draft Law is also notified in accordance with the provisions of the TBT Agreement.		Food safety; ;		20/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3008/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/05/2021		United States of America		Fresh avocado fruit		Ecuador		Importation of Fresh Avocado Fruit From Continental Ecuador Into the Continental United States; Reopening of Comment Period [Docket No. APHIS-2016-0099]		We are reopening the comment period for a proposed rule to allow the importation of commercial avocados from continental Ecuador into the continental United States after taking a new pest into consideration and including additional phytosanitary measures. We are also notifying the public of the availability of a revised pest risk assessment and revised risk management document associated with this notice. This action will allow interested persons additional time to prepare and submit comments. (Federal Register Vol. 86, No. 72, Friday 16 April 2021, pp. 20037-20038).		Plant protection; ;		17/05/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3245		Regular notification		18/05/2021		United States of America		HS Code(s): 0403; ICS Code(s): 67				General Mills, Inc.; Filing of Food Additive Petition		The Food and Drug Administration (FDA or we) is announcing that we have filed a petition, submitted by General Mills, Inc., proposing that the food additive regulations be amended to provide for the safe use of vitamin D3 as a nutrient supplement in yogurt at a level higher than is currently permitted.		Food safety; ;				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3246		Regular notification		18/05/2021		United States of America		Marine Vessels				Proposed Revisions to APHIS Guidance Document: Special Procedures for Ships Arriving from Areas with Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) – modifications to specified risk periods in Japan, Russia, Republic of Korea and China.		Description of content:
APHIS is revising its Guidance document on Special Procedures for Ships Arriving from Areas with Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) to reflect proposed changes to specified risk periods (SRPs) as noted in the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) Position Document on Asian gypsy moth (AGM) specified risk periods in Japan, Russia, Republic of Korea and China. The APHIS proposed changes are based on regional scientific and technical analysis conducted by the Asian gypsy moth Expert Group of the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO), which includes APHIS as one of its members.
The Asian gypsy moth Expert Group of the North American Plant Protection Organization (NAPPO) has reviewed the specified risk periods (SRPs) for the AGM species complex in all AGM regulated countries (China, Japan, Republic of Korea, and Russia). Following a review of available data and consultations with AGM-regulated countries, revisions to the SRPs are proposed for Japan and Russia which include:
•        Adjustments to the SRP regions and extending the SRP start and end dates for some regions in Japan.
•        Extending the SRP start and end date in Russia.
•        A reduction in the total number of specified risk periods from six to four.
Based on available data, there are no changes to the SRPs for the Republic of Korea or China at this time.
For vessels which call on ports in North America, the revision to the SRPs mean that the time period where AGM certification is required for vessels that have called on ports in Japan and Russia has been increased/lengthened. Implementation of changes to the SRPs is planned to begin in 2022.  
APHIS will finalize the updates to the Guidance document Special Procedures for Ships Arriving from Areas with Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) to reflect the changes to the SRPs by November 2021.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; ;		17/07/2021				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/113/Add.2		Addenda regular		11/05/2021		Viet Nam		Animal feed				National technical regulation: Animal feed and ingredients in aquaculture feed - Maximum level of undesirable substances		The draft technical regulation on maximium level of mycotoxins (aflatoxin b1, HCN, Gossypol), heavy metals (arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury), microorganisms (E. coli (Escherichia coli) and Salmonella) and other undesirable substances (N-NH3…) in Animal feed and ingredients in aquaculture feed. 
The regulation shall apply to organizations and individuals in the country, overseas Vietnamese, foreign organizations and individuals carrying out activities of or related to the trading and inspecting processes of animal feed.		Food safety; Animal health; ;		15/06/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/VNM/113/Add.3		Addenda regular		12/05/2021		Viet Nam		Animal feed				National technical regulation: Animal feed and ingredients in aquaculture feed - Maximum level of undesirable substances		The Department of Livestock Production made some amendments on the draft technical regulation on maximium level of mycotoxins (aflatoxin b1, HCN, Gossypol), heavy metals (arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury), microorganisms (E. coli (Escherichia coli) and Salmonella) and other undesirable substances (N-NH3…) in animal feed and ingredients in aquaculture feed.
The regulation shall apply to organizations and individuals in the country, overseas Vietnamese, foreign organizations and individuals carrying out activities of or related to the trading and inspecting processes of animal feed.		;		15/06/2021				EN		FR

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/69/Add.2		Addenda regular		18/05/2021		South Africa		Plants and plant products				The use of normal A4 printing paper while issuing phytosanitary certificates		Template for phytosanitary certificates issued by National Plant Protection Organization of South Africa (NPPOZA) will contain watermarks as an additional safeguard.		Plant protection; ;				Not Applicable		EN





Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title		English		French		Spanish

		G/SPS/GEN/1907		20/05/2021		Peru		Comité de Medidas Sanitarias y Fitosanitarias - Restricciones impuestas por el Ecuador a la importación de uvas y cebollas (n 498) - Comunicación del Perú		EN		FR		ES

		G/SPS/R/101		19/05/2021		Secretariat		 Summary of the meeting of 25 - 26 March 2021 - Note by the secretariat		EN		FR		ES

		WT/ACC/SDN/30/Rev.1		11/05/2021		Sudan		Working Party on the Accession of Sudan - Accession of Sudan - Checklist of illustrative sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) issues for consideration in accessions - Revision		EN		FR		ES

		WT/DS291/37/Add.153		18/05/2021		EU		European Communities - Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products - Status Report by the European Communities - Addendum		EN		FR		ES
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