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PMAC weekly update 28th May to 4th June

1. Government agencies: ICPR updates, Alternative protein reports published; WTO Notifications

2. New Zealand News:  Announcement of new Ambassador to Thailand; Foreign Affairs Minister concludes successful visit to China; Support for trade rules and EU-NZ talks on agenda; Export NZ May Trade Update; New report: Market Opportunities in Romania; New Zealand Minister for Trade and Export Growth: RCEP could boost NZ-India trade; New Zealand needs a food integrity story; New Zealand avocado orchard up for sale; Strong avocado returns driving investment into industry;  Bay of Plenty kiwifruit industry happy with cold snap; New directors elected to Horticulture New Zealand Board; Zespri International: India is strongest emerging market for kiwifruit; New Zealand citrus; Fresh tomato commodity levy referendum; Australian research: Disease-carrying insects are blown in by winds 

3. International news: G-33 members want farm trade negotiations restarted; "Canadians expect mandatory GMO food labelling"; Dutch court rejects indoor farming patent; EU Commission proposal on water re-use "step in right direction"; Walmart organizes promotional activity in Xiamen for traceable packed vegetables; Risk of non-payment in Asian Pacific highest in India; Bayer is making good progress strategically; Consumers call for traceability after E.coli; UK: Soil management for horticulture; How probiotics could help grow veggies in microgravity; Sustainable clothing made from fungi

Editor’s comments
A steady as she goes update with a number of topics worth a mention.

In the New Zealand news it’s great to see  that there will be a female director on the Hort NZ Board. With three other women prepared to put their name forward for this election we can only hope that they are prepared to stand again next year so there is an opportunity for a second to be elected. It has been shown that gender identity on Boards is good for both businesses and Industries.  

Another interesting item from New Zealand is the release of a report by MPI looking at the opportunities for plant proteins. Worth a read by industry leaders who are looking to move  into up and coming areas.

In the Biosecurity section it is concerning to see that Australia has identified that insects and diseases are arriving by wind into Australia from South East Asia.  Where does that leave New Zealand?– is Australia a good stepping stone for these same pests  into New Zealand?

Internationally calls for improved traceability are noted in 2 articles one in response to the e coli issues in the USA and the other due to customer demand in China. 
1. Agency   news                                                                               
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1.1. ICPR updates
The ICPR for the following countries have been updated:
· Reunion Island - has been updated with wording regarding an additional declaration for fresh kiwifruit
· Russia - wording amended in the commodity class requirements in sections 3.1, 3.3 and 3.4 to give greater consistency over labelling requirements to Russia
· Tonga updated commodity specific requirements for Chestnuts in section 4.3 of ICPR
To see the updated ICPR see Importing Countries Phytosanitary Requirements
If you need any further clarification please contact your Independent Verification Agency 



1.2. Alternative protein reports published
MPI and Plant & Food Research last week released a joint report: The evolution of plant protein – assessing consumer response.
The report was commissioned to assess consumer responses to protein and highlight the potential impacts to the New Zealand agricultural industry.  The report explores how consumers have become more aware of the long-term impacts of food production and signals change for traditional animal protein producers.

"In order for New Zealand to retain a competitive edge in our primary exports, we want to ensure we are looking ahead at what the future consumer might demand in our products and what opportunities are available for our sector," says Dr Jocelyn Eason of Plant & Food Research.

To assess where markets are heading in the next 5 years the report analysed consumer responses to plant-based proteins released in the United States and consumer attitudes to proteins in China.  Our research has shown that wealthy western economies such as the US will require an innovative product that meets consumer needs.

The release of the report includes a package of 3 additional market insight reports that relate to alternative proteins and demonstrates the rapid change that may occur in the primary sector from new food innovations.  These reports are in the public domain and are:
1. Impossible burger case study  (Authored by MPI)
2. Protein: A Chinese perspective (Authored by Plant & Food Research)
3. Opportunities in plant-based foods - proteins (Authored by Plant & Food Research) To take advantage of the new consumer trends towards plant-based foods and “flexitarian” lifestyles, there are significant opportunities for New Zealand to expand and develop plant-based protein sources.
Full article available here



1.3. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products.  If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week includes:
· India – regulations to liberalize entry of 8 items
· Japan, the USA and Canada MRL’s
· Korea – amendment of special act on imported food 

The embedded files for the last weeks (which has links through to the original notifications) is available  here:       
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. Announcement of new Ambassador to Thailand 
Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Peters last week  announced the appointment of Tahamoana Macpherson as New Zealand’s new Ambassador to Thailand. Mr Macpherson was until recently Chief of Staff to the Mayor of Auckland.  A diplomat for 20 years, he was Ambassador to the Republic of Turkey, and DPMC Foreign Policy Advisor. Mr Macpherson has also served in London and Washington D.C. Mr Macpherson will also be accredited as New Zealand’s Ambassador to Cambodia and to Lao People’s Democratic Republic, based in Bangkok. Full article available here



2.2. Foreign Affairs Minister concludes successful visit to China 
Winston Peters undertook a three day visit to China with an agreement for future high level visits between the two countries to maintain and build on the bilateral relationship.

The Minister held a formal meeting and a working lunch with his counterpart, State Councillor and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi.  Mr Peters also met with other high ranking Chinese officials, including Politburo member and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Yang Jiechi, and the Minister of the Communist Party International Department, Song Tao.
· They confirmed dates for the next round of our FTA upgrade discussions, which will take place next month
· Had excellent discussions on issues of direct relevance for  peace and security in the Asia-Pacific.   Full article available here



2.3. Support for trade rules and EU-NZ talks on agenda 
Fortifying support for international trade rules and preparing the way for New Zealand’s free trade talks with the European Union are key aims for Trade and Export Growth Minister David Parker during a visit to France and Germany this week. He will  attend the OECD’s annual Ministerial Council meeting in Paris, which he will vice-chair. He will also join an informal gathering of World Trade 

He said many of the challenges the Government is working to address – from multinational tax avoidance to climate change and inequality – are best tackled in cooperation with other countries.  At the meeting David Parker intends to share key elements of the Government’s economic and well-being strategy, including the recently-announced Trade for All agenda.

While in Europe David Parker will also hold bilateral talks in Paris and Berlin, where he will discuss the launch of negotiations on an EU-New Zealand free trade agreement, following the EU’s adoption of its negotiating mandate this week. Full 


Export NZ 
2.4. Export NZ May Trade Update
As this is written there is a mixture of good and bad news on the trade front.  The best news is that the threatened US-China trade war may have been averted (for now).  The latest round of negotiations on the expansion of the Pacific Alliance is underway.  And we now have a date for the launch of FTA negotiations between New Zealand and the EU. But the dispute over US steel and aluminium tariffs remains.  

Moreover the US decision to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal is a worry for those New Zealand exporters and investors who took hope from the Obama Administration’s lifting of sanctions. We recommend that you receive good advice on potential consequences should you be contemplating doing business with Iran at this point in time.  In the first instance you should approach MFAT and NZTE and get good legal advice. Full article available here 



2.5. New report: Market Opportunities in Romania 
Here's a useful report for anyone considering doing business in Romania - reported to be the most dynamic economy in Europe and a gateway to both the EU and Eastern European markets.
It covers the key sectors of potential opportunity for investment and export to Romania, for sourcing production and for relocation of operations. Full article available here 


General

2.6. New Zealand Minister for Trade and Export Growth: RCEP could boost NZ-India trade
Currently, all players in the New Zealand to India trade are hoping that politicians will leverage the Regional Comprehensive Economic Agreement (RCEP), which includes ten countries of the ASEAN grouping. The India New Zealand Business Council signed a landmark agreement with the ASEAN New Zealand Business Council at an event in Auckland on Friday.

RCEP has the potential to be a high quality partnership agreement, mutually beneficial to India and New Zealand,” Parker said. Full article available here 



2.7. New Zealand needs a food integrity story 
According to agricultural trade envoy, Mike Petersen, New Zealand has a role to play in helping other countries with food security, business futures and innovation. He added food security was a real issue 
[bookmark: _GoBack]for many countries, but as we have an abundance of food in New Zealand and we don’t take security seriously. He noted that it was about exporting our products but also about exporting farming systems to help other countries . It was our comparative advantage and something we could share and use offshore. He said New Zealand needed a new story that related to New Zealand, centred on humble people with more trust and the integrity of our products and systems. The story currently has three themes including open hearts, open spaces and open minds. He noted NZ needed to talk about the agri-food sector, not the primary sector. Full article available here 



2.8. New Zealand avocado orchard up for sale
One of the first large-scale commercial avocado orchards to be planted in New Zealand - as part of a multi-national growing consortium - has been placed on the market for sale. The 29 hectare property at Awanui just north of Kaitaia was originally established by Californian-based owners in 1990. It was planted with Hass on Zutano and Duke 7 avocado varieties grown on some 20 hectares of plantation land. Full article available here



2.9. Strong avocado returns driving investment into industry
The New Zealand avocado industry has just posted the draft result for the 2017-18 seasons of $150m in sales, with $105m from export markets and $45m from the New Zealand market. This outstanding result has been achieved from 3.8m trays, just 50% of the production volume of the previous year, which achieved $200m across all markets. Avocado exporters and New Zealand avocado suppliers acknowledge it has been a phenomenal season for avocado demand, with record returns to growers.

NZ Avocado CEO Jen Scoular comments “Demand continues to grow in all markets, and the focus is now on increasing productivity of existing orchards and supporting new orchard development.”
“Over 1,000 hectares of dairy and dry stock farms in Northland have been converted to avocado orchards over the past three years, and some of these orchards are expecting their first crops in the coming season” says Scoular.

In the Bay of Plenty, orchardists are rejuvenating orchards and investing in implementing best practice orchard management to reap the high values being returned for premium quality avocados.
These new avocado plantings and improving production will enable further growth towards the industry goal of $280m in total sales value by 2023. This will also help to bridge the current gap between avocado supplies and demand in New Zealand and globally, Full article available here


Industry news
2.10. Bay of Plenty kiwifruit industry happy with cold snap
Temperatures in the Western Bay of Plenty plummeted last week and the kiwifruit industry couldn't be any happier. Overnight, temperatures were expected to reach as low as 4oC. These temperatures were among the coolest of the past month. A Seeka spokeswoman said they were delighted by the arrival of the cold snap. "This week looks perfect. It's cold but the sun is shining, and it will be a good picking week for us.” Seeka has already picked kiwifruit from orchards considered to be most at-risk from frosts. “We are pleased to see this weather. It raises the brix (sugar) level in the fruit and ... shuts down the vine. You need that, so the fruit matures. It's exactly what we've been wanting, although it's coming a little bit later than we'd hoped." Full article available here 



2.11. New directors elected to Horticulture New Zealand Board
Horticulture New Zealand’s Board welcomes new director Bernadine Guilleux and re-elected director Mike Smith, after four well-qualified candidates contested two vacant roles on the Board. "We had four very strong candidates but there were only two positions on the Board and Mike and Bernadine secured the highest votes," Julian Raine says. "Mike has already made a significant contribution to the Board and we are thrilled to see him have the opportunity to continue that. Bernadine Guilleux has been immersed in horticulture since childhood, as her father and his brothers established their Balle Bros operation in Pukekohe, where she is currently the group’s marketing manager. She is focused on earning true engagement from all New Zealanders who enjoy fresh, healthy food. 

"We are conscious the Board was all male, so it was great to see three women put their names forward for this election, with Bernadine being successful. The Board’s goal is that its membership embraces the diversity of Horticulture New Zealand’s grower members. "Directors are elected for a three year term and Mike’s and Bernadine’s new term starts after Horticulture New Zealand’s Annual General Meeting in July. Full article available here



2.12. Zespri International: India is strongest emerging market for kiwifruit
New Zealand-based Zespri International Limited, the world’s largest marketer of kiwifruit, currently focuses on strengthening its position in the Indian market, which it views as the strongest emerging market for the fruit among its peer group. India, where the brand enjoys a majority of the market share, is one of the 59-plus countries to which Zespri exports kiwifruit. The United States, Germany, Spain, China, Japan, Australia and New Zealand are the largest of these countries. The kiwi marketing giant is looking at growing its market share by increasing its export volume in 2018. The brand’s first shipment for this year has already arrived in India from New Zealand. Full article available here



2.13. New Zealand citrus
New Zealand satsuma mandarin growers are forecasting a slight increase in production, compared to last year. New Zealand Citrus Growers Inc. (NZCGI) says the satsuma season kicked off in April and growers are around 50 per cent through harvest, with external quality and taste very good.

The NZ navel orange season is also soon approaching with a start date expected in late June, with volumes predicted to be similar to 2016 at around 9,700 tonnes. Mr Hall says growers have recently embarked on new techniques, which have helped improve taste for the consumer. 

NZCGI says lemon volumes have increased as a year-round crop, with March and April volumes significantly up on 2017. They peak in New Zealand's winter months and a good proportion of NZ Lemons head offshore particularly into Asia. Limes have come on stream late February and peak in June, and while there are not a lot of large lime growers, collectively there is plentiful supply through the autumn and winter months before an expected shortage during the summer.

"Due to the bi-annual bearing nature of citrus, growers generally experience ‘peaks and troughs’ of volumes from their orchard," Mr Hall said. "This makes meeting market demand some years a challenge and then causes an oversupply situation in other years. Export demand for NZ satsumas has dropped off in the last two years for a number of reasons. New Zealand's contribution to global citrus production is less than 0.05 per cent, and Gisborne is the largest citrus growing region (56% of production), followed by Northland (34%), Auckland (9%) and Bay of Plenty (1%). NZ Citrus mainly supplies the domestic market ($61million) with export comprising $13million, of which lemon export dominates at $9.5million. The main export markets for NZ citrus are Japan, USA and China for lemons, Japan and the Pacific Islands for Mandarins, and Pacific Islands, China and Japan for oranges.

NZCGI say they are currently refreshing their strategy, and a big focus of this will be both to lift demand domestically and to develop existing, and open new export markets. Mr Hall says New Zealand produces some of the best citrus in the world and does not use any post-harvest fungicides, which means the country has a unique niche in the global market. He adds these quality benefits will complement the promotional work that is underway. Full article available here 



2.14. Fresh tomato commodity levy referendum 
TomatoesNZ shared some key information on the upcoming fresh tomato commodity levy referendum. All fresh tomato growers that have paid a levy during the twelve months to 30 June 2018 are entitled to vote. Voting packs will be sent to all known levy payers by early July.
Click here for more information.  Full article available here 

Biosecurity 

2.15. Australian research: Disease-carrying insects are blown in by winds
Research from the University of Western Australia's Institute of Agriculture has found foreign insects blown hundreds of kilometres across the ocean may have brought plant disease strains all the way from East Timor and Papua New Guinea to the northern part of the country.

They found genetic connectivity, where a sequence from one of our northern neighbours such as East Timor matches the sequence found in Australia," Abc.net.au reports on Professor Jones saying it was an easier journey for pathogens to cross from South East Asia than you might think. “They're tiny things like aphids, they can be seen with the naked eye, and if they get up high with the winds they just get blown across. It has been recorded before these kinds of aphids; in the US they have been recorded blowing from the south to the north in jet stream winds and settling down and being deposited in crops which are huge distances away from where they originated."  Full article available here 
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3. International news    


Regulatory
3.1. G-33 members want farm trade negotiations restarted
The Group of 33 developing countries have prompted the World Trade Organization (WTO) to have agriculture negotiations ‘resume immediately’. The economic interests of the members of the G-33 bloc ‘should remain the cornerstone of the  resumption of negotiations’.

The trade official, who is based in Geneva, said the G-33’s explicit demand was expressed during the informal open-ended meeting of the Committee on Agriculture on May 24. This was the committee’s first meeting in special session since agriculture negotiations broke down at the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference in Buenos Aires in December last year. 

The official, who was not authorized to speak for the G-33, told the BusinessMirror that the G-33’s message was clear: “It urged the negotiations to be resumed immediately and to be better structured for sufficient communications in the lead-up to MC-12. The G-33 opined that political will is key to achieving meaningful results."   Full article available here 



3.2. "Canadians expect mandatory GMO food labelling" 
Canadians are divided on whether they believe genetically modified foods are safe and healthy, but they overwhelmingly believe that GMO food products should be labelled, a new study from Dalhousie University shows. 

The preliminary results of the study, titled "Biotechnology in Food: Canadian Attitudes towards Genetic Engineering in both Plant- and Animal-based Foods", were published. An overwhelming 70% of survey respondents strongly agreed that GMO food and ingredients should be labelled on all packages. But respondents were divided on whether GMO foods are safe: 37.7% believe them to be safe; 34.7% think they are not. While 35% believe that we understand the health effects, more than 44% believe we do not. 

The study shows that Canadians are least concerned compared with other foods about GMO fruits and vegetables.  While the study points to concerns, GMO-free food isn't necessarily the most important consideration on shoppers' minds. Price, absence of hormones and antibiotics, nutritional content, familiarity with the product and location of production are still more important factors in purchasing decisions., download the preliminary results.   Full article available here 



3.3. Dutch court rejects indoor farming patent
The Dutch court in The Hague has rejected PlantLab's patent on indoor farming yesterday. After a lengthy lawsuit, the patent was finally declared invalid due to a lack of inventiveness. The ruling is a victory for Certhon, which has been battling the indoor farming patent for years. The long-lasting court case is about the patent on indoor farming filed by PlantLab years ago. It concerns a method of growing plants in a fully or partly closed environment with the help of supplemental lighting and in which the root zone temperature of the plant is controlled. The patent has been fought and discussed broadly in the industry over the last years.  Full article available here 



3.4. EU Commission proposal on water re-use "step in right direction" 
Reacting to the EU Commission proposal released this week for new rules to make agricultural irrigation safer and easier, Copa and Cogeca said it is a positive step. “Water storage and water re-use are important strategies to reduce the abstraction of freshwater and to further improve on-farm water use efficiency. Both tools are important measures to tackle the impact of climate change, bringing benefits to the environment and to farm economics”. Full article available here 


Business 
3.5. Walmart organizes promotional activity in Xiamen for traceable packed vegetables
Walmart organized a "news conference to uncover great agricultural products in Xiamen and promote traceable vegetables" in Xiamen on May 23rd. This news conference takes a central place in the efforts of Walmart to promote product traceability. " With the start of the "promotional project for nationwide product traceability of packaged vegetables" in Xiamen, Walmart is taking advantage of the agricultural product quality and food safety tracing systems in Xiamen to provide consumers with comprehensive information on plantation, examination, purchase, processing, distribution, and retail. Consumers can follow the entire journey from plantation to supermarket. Full article available here 



3.6. Risk of non-payment in Asian Pacific highest in India
India has a closed economy, which makes them less vulnerable to trade restrictions than many Asian countries . The country is expected to remain one of the fastest growing economies in the region.
Exporters, however, must take into account the lack of payment morals in India. Dutch figures show the percentage of domestic late invoices in India is 57.8 percent, the highest in the region. This was shown by the Payment barometer for Pacific Asia by Atradius, which researched the payment morals of companies in Australia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan. The full report can be downloaded here.

 The percentage of late invoices in India is the highest in the region. In the last year there was an increase of 21 percent in the average payment time in domestic invoices. This is far above the region average of 7 percent. In India it now takes an average of 76 days for an invoice to be paid, compared to 63 days in the previous year. The number of late invoices is the highest in the chemical industry
 
There is a slight decrease in the number of bad debts (from 2.6 to 2.4 percent) it is still the highest percentage in the region. The main reason for this according to companies is that customers went bankrupt or ceased their activities.  Full article available here 



3.7. Bayer is making good progress strategically 
The Bayer Group is making great progress with the acquisition of Monsanto. “After almost two years of very diligent work, they have received nearly all the crucial approvals. We anticipate being able to close the acquisition of Monsanto in the near future,” said Werner Baumann, Chairman of the Board of Management of Bayer, at the company’s Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held in Bonn, Germanylast week. Operationally, Bayer’s sales and earnings in 2017 remained on a par with 2016. 

Bayer has also made important progress strategically.  This article outlines Bayer’s acquisitions and divestments over the last year

The United Nations estimates that approximately ten billion people will populate the earth in 2050. According to Baumann, it will be an enormous challenge to produce food in sufficient quantity and quality for all of them. Bayer and Monsanto together will be able to contribute more to addressing this challenge. “In the future, we will be better placed to help farmers worldwide produce healthy, safe and affordable food in a sustainable manner.” Bayer will offer them an outstanding portfolio comprising seeds and plant traits; chemical and biological crop protection; digital technologies, information and consulting. “Our offering will thus include many different options that reflect the diverse nature of agriculture worldwide,” said Baumann. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                       Food safety                                                                
3.8. Consumers call for traceability after E.coli 
Consumer and food safety groups called on the FDA to propose, within six months, requirements for comprehensive and rapid traceability of produce, including leafy greens.

The Centre for Science in the Public Interest, Consumer Federation of America, Consumers Union, The Pew Charitable Trusts and five other organizations pressed the FDA in a letter to take action in light of the still unsolved multistate outbreak of E. coli infections linked to romaine lettuce that has sickened more than 170 people and caused one death. Read more at the Center for Science in the Public Interest       Full article available here 
[image: ]

                                      Sustainability


3.9. UK: Soil management for horticulture
AHDB Horticulture has released a new soil management guide. The guide is a practical manual for growers and agronomists with the primary focus on soil assessment and management in horticultural cropping systems. This guide provides information on how to assess soil texture, structure and condition and considers strategies to improve and maintain good soil structure. The guide has been produced as part of the AHDB GREATsoils research and knowledge exchange programme. You can find more resources on the GREATsoils page. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                 Innovation
3.10. How probiotics could help grow veggies in microgravity
Astronauts at the International Space Station are spending more time away from Earth, but they still need their daily serving of vegetables. In the quest to find a viable way for crew to grow their own veggies while orbiting — and possibly one day on the moon or Mars — student researchers are sending broccoli seeds coated with a healthy dose of probiotics to space.

The seeds are coated with two different species of bacteria, developed at the University of Washington, that can live inside crop plants and improve their growth. These “beneficial” microbes, also called endophytes, may also help plants grow better in extreme low-gravity environments, and where nutrients or water could be lacking. 

The researcher has found that the plants thrive, even when given less water and essential nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus. His work also confirms a 2016 study in which Doty and co-authors found that plants can better tolerate drought and other environmental stressors with the help of natural microbes that provide nutrients to their plant partners. Full article available here 



3.11. Sustainable clothing made from fungi
Sustainability is the magic word for the future of the fashion industry. Wageningen University & Research is making this new breakthrough possible with innovative research into more sustainable resources for textiles, such as fungi and fruit waste, and by bringing in industry professionals to collaborate. “The textile industry is only second to oil when it comes to generating pollution”, notes “Wageningen is working on a more sustainable production chain, from the raw materials to the end consumer.”

In order to produce all that clothing, manufacturers primarily use new raw materials, particularly plastics and cotton. The cultivation of cotton requires a great deal of water and artificial fertiliser. All in all, the CO2 emissions generated by the fashion industry is equal to the amount produced by international flights and maritime transport combined.

 “Following earlier efforts made by the industry, such as organic cotton, the time has now arrived to take the next step: towards circularity”, says Poldner. As part of the search for renewable, sustainable raw materials for clothing, the students at the Circular Fashion Lab are researching fruit waste as a substitute for leather. Other renewable resources, such as fungi and hemp, are being analysed for their degree of sustainability as well. 

Clothing made from plant-based alternatives could be composted and  they do not release any plastics when they are washed. Full article available here 
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2018 - WTO Notifications - 30-5-18 .xlsx
All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/90/Add.1		Addenda emergency		22/05/2018		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat treated meat		Tarn province in France, in addition to the previous provinces (Landes, Haute-Vienne, Aveyron, Gers, Dordogne, Pyrenees-Atlantiques, Hautes-Pyrenees, Lot, Haute-Garonne)		Lifting of the temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their products including poultry meat, day-old chicks, eggs, from Landes, Haute-Vienne, Aveyron, Gers, Dordogne, Pyrenees- Atlantiques, Hautes-Pyrenees, Lot, Haute-Garonne and Tarn provinces in France to the UAE		The United Arab Emirates is lifting the ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their products, including poultry meat, day-old chicks and eggs, originating from Landes, Haute-Vienne, Aveyron, Gers, Dordogne, Pyrenees- Atlantiques, Hautes-Pyrenees, Lot, Haute-Garonne and Tarn provinces in France starting from 14 May 2018.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARM/27		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Armenia		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control		All countries		Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on amendments to the Common list of goods subject to veterinary control (surveillance)		The Draft provides for the addition of the list of goods subject to veterinary control (surveillance) with goods corresponding to the codes of the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union 1901 90 910 0 and 1901 90 990 0, as well as for the realigning of the description of goods corresponding to the code "ex 2106" with the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/449		Regular notification		17/05/2018		Australia		Foods in general		All countries		Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (8 May 2018)		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
- Amicarbazone in specified plant commodities
- Abamectin, Amicarbazone, Bixafen, Cypermethrin, Cyromazine, Halosulfuron-methyl and Sulfoxaflor in specified animal commodities.		Food safety; 		20/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/450		Regular notification		18/05/2018		Australia		Live pigeon import consignments (Columba livia)		Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, United Kingdom		"Amended Health Certificates for Live Pigeon Consignments"		The attached pdf identifies a number of changes the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources intends to make to the existing live pigeon import conditions outlined in the four health certificates. These changes are:
- clarifications to the existing live pigeon import conditions,
- mandatory microchipping of all pigeons as a form of identification, in addition to the existing leg band identification,
- mandatory West Nile Virus (WNV) testing; and
- amending the title of each certificate from "veterinary certificate" to "health certificate".
The department seeks the co-operation of competent authorities to amend their health certificates accordingly.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1156/Add.1		Addenda regular		29/05/2018		Canada		Pesticide mefenpyr-diethyl in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)		All countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Mefenpyr-diethyl		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for mefenpyr-diethyl notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1156 (dated 27 February 2018) was adopted 22 May 2018. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.05                   Annual canarygrass seeds, oats, rye, triticale
1ppm = parts per million
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1157/Add.1		Addenda regular		29/05/2018		Canada		Pesticide prothioconazole in or on annual canarygrass seeds (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)		All countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Prothioconazole		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for prothioconazole notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1157 (dated 27 February 2018) was adopted 22 May 2018. The proposed MRL was established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and is provided directly below:
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.35                   Annual canarygrass seeds
1ppm = parts per million
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not Applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1158/Add.1		Addenda regular		29/05/2018		Canada		Pesticide tebuconazole in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)		All countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Tebuconazole		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for tebuconazole notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1158 (dated 27 February 2018) was adopted 22 May 2018. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below: 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.15                  Annual canarygrass seeds, rye, triticale
1ppm = parts per million
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1167		Regular notification		23/05/2018		Canada		Pesticide pyrimethanil in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)		All countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Pyrimethanil (PMRL2018-10)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-10 is to consult on the listed import maximum residue limits (MRLs) for pyrimethanil that have been proposed by the Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).


MRL (ppm)1                Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
152                                   Pome fruits (crop group 11-09)
83                                     Gooseberries and lowbush blueberries
5                             Pomegranates
0.54                                Tomatoes (crop subgroup 8-09A)
0.25                                Bulb onions (crop subgroup 3-07A)


1 ppm = parts per million
2 It is proposed that the MRL of 15 ppm replaces the MRL of 14 ppm for apples, crabapples, loquats, mayhaws, pears, Asian pears, and quinces; and, includes all crops of CG 11-09.
3 It is proposed that the MRL of 8 ppm replaces the MRLs of 5 ppm for gooseberries and 3 ppm for lowbush blueberries.
4 It is proposed that the MRL of 0.5 ppm for tomatoes be extended to all food commodities belonging to CSG 8-09A.
5 Replaces the MRL of 0.1 ppm on all crops of CSG 3-07A.
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		01/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1168		Regular notification		23/05/2018		Canada		Pesticide abamectin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)		All countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Abamectin (PMRL2018-11)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-11 is to consult on the listed domestic maximum residue limits (MRLs) for abamectin that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1                Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.1                          Leafy greens (crop sub group 4-13A)2; leaf petioles vegetables (crop sub group 22B)3
0.02                        Fruiting vegetables (crop group 8-09)4

1 ppm = parts per million
2 The MRL of 0.1 ppm is being extended from Crop Group 4 to all of Crop Subgroup 4-13A.
3 The MRL of 0.1 ppm is being extended from celery to all of Crop Subgroup 22B, except for cardoon, Chinese celery, and rhubarb which will retain the current MRL of 0.1 ppm.
4 The MRL of 0.02 ppm is being extended from Crop Group 8 to all of Crop Subgroup 8-09.
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 				1 August 2018		EN

		G/SPS/N/CHN/1070		Regular notification		29/05/2018		China		Seasoning food		All countries		National Food Safety Standard of the P.R.C.: Seasoning Food		This standard applies to prepackaged seasoning food, and stipulates related terms, definitions, and technical requirements.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/13/Add.8		Addenda regular		17/05/2018		European Union		Food additives (ICS Code: 67.220.20)		All countries		Transitional measures concerning the Union list of flavourings and source materials set out in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the extension of the transition period of Article 4 concerning the flavouring "grill flavour concentrate (vegetable)" FL no. 21.002		The Union list of flavourings and source materials is laid down in Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 1334/3008. It was established by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 872/2012 of 1 October 2012 adopting the list of flavouring substances notified in G/SPS/N/EU/13/Add.1 (12 October 2012).
Commission Regulation (EU) No 873/2012 provided for an extended transitional period, ending on 22 April 2018, for the flavourings belonging to specific categories of the Union list ("flavouring preparations", "thermal process flavourings", "flavour precursors", "other flavourings" and "source materials").
Flavourings belonging to these categories had to be subject of an application for authorisation in order to be allowed to remain on the market until the end of the transition period.
An application was submitted for the product "grill flavour concentrate (vegetable)" (Fl no. 21.002), belonging to the category "other flavourings". The European Food Safety Authority proceeded with the evaluation of this application and requested on 5 October 2017 additional studies to be submitted before 5 August 2018. As this deadline elapses after the end of the transition period, this draft Commission Regulation extends the transitional period for the flavouring product "grill flavour concentrate (vegetable)" (Fl no. 21.002) by two years, in order to allow for the completion of its safety assessment by the European Food Safety Authority and the subsequent completion of the application procedure.
Pyroligneous distillate (FL no. 21.001) is currently the only flavouring added to the Union list of flavourings belonging to the category "other flavourings". Consequently, since 23 April 2018, the "grill flavour concentrate (vegetable)", (FL no. 21.002) and pyroligneous distillate (FL no. 21.001) are the only flavourings belonging to the category ‘other flavourings' that can be added to food placed on the market in the EU.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/166/Add.2		Addenda regular		18/05/2018		European Union		Pesticide active substances		All countries		Scientific criteria for the determination of endocrine disrupting properties for plant protection products		On 15 June 2016 a draft legal act setting criteria to identify endocrine disruptors under the plant protection products regulation was issued by the European Commission (Commission). This proposal was notified in G/SPS/N/EU/166 on 20 June 2016.
In December 2016, this draft legal act was split into two parts without any change in content: one text containing the criteria for identifying endocrine disruptors, and the other containing a proposed amendment to the derogation possibility based on negligible exposure.
Information regarding developments in the legislative process was provided by the EU in G/SPS/GEN/1594 on 20 December 2017.
The text containing the criteria for identifying endocrine disrupting properties for plant protection products was adopted as Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/605 of 19 April 2018 amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 by setting out scientific criteria for the determination of endocrine disrupting properties (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 101, 20 April 2018, p. 33].
On 2 May 2018 a Corrigendum – referring to the date of application – was published to Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/605 of 19 April 2018 amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 by setting out scientific criteria for the determination of endocrine disrupting properties [OJ L 111, 2.5.2018, p. 10–10].
This Regulation shall apply from 10 November 2018.		Food safety; Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/230/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/05/2018		European Union		Meat derived from broilers		All countries		Extension of the special guarantees concerning Salmonella spp. laid down in Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council to meat derived from broilers (Gallus gallus) intended for Denmark		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/230 (24 October 2017) was adopted as Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/307 of 28 February 2018 extending the special guarantees concerning Salmonella spp. laid down in Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council to meat derived from broilers (Gallus gallus) intended for Denmark (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 60, 2 March 2018, p. 5].
This Regulation entered into force on 12 March 2018.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/257		Emergency notification		16/05/2018		European Union		Fruits of Capsicum L., Momordica L., Solanum aethiopicum L., Solanum macrocarpon L. and Solanum melongena L.; and Plants of Zea mays L., with the exception of live pollen, plant tissue cultures, seeds and grains		Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Plurinational State of, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of, Zambia, Zimbabwe		Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/638 of 23 April 2018 establishing emergency measures to prevent the introduction into and the spread within the Union of the harmful organism Spodoptera frugiperda (Smith)		Additional emergency import requirements are put in place in relation to Spodoptera frugiperda (Smith) which is already regulated as harmful organism in the EU.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/258		Regular notification		16/05/2018		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables.		All countries		Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for bromadiolone, etofenprox, paclobutrazol and penconazole in or on certain products (Text with EEA relevance)		The proposed draft Regulation concerns the review of existing MRLs for bromadiolone, etofenprox, paclobutrazol and penconazole in certain food commodities to reflect recent monitoring data submitted by the European Food Safety Authority and food business operators, which show that residues of those substances no longer occur at levels above the relevant limits of determination in the European Union.		Food safety; 		15/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/213		Regular notification		22/05/2018		India		Plants and Plant materials		All countries		Title – Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Third Amendment) Order, 2018		The Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Third Amendment) Order, 2018, seeks to further liberalize provisions governing import of eight items under Schedule VI of the Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003. This notification will further allow import of plants and plant materials into India.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		10/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/214		Regular notification		24/05/2018		India		Plants and Plant materials - Mangifera indica (Mango)		Malawi		Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Fourth Amendment) Order, 2018		The Draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Fourth Amendment) Order, 2018, seeks to further liberalize provisions governing import of mangoes from Malawi under Schedule VI of the Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003. This notification will further allow import of plants and plant materials into India.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		23/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/215		Regular notification		29/05/2018		India		Food products (edible oils)		All countries		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018		The Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018 detail standards of chia oil, revision of standard of refined vegetable oil, sunflower seed oil, imported sunflower seed oil and sunflower seed oil (high oleic acid-imported or domestic); Inclusion of trans fats in standard of partially hydrogenated soybean oil, table margarine, mixed fat spread and vegetable fat spread and omission of diacetyl from the category 2.2.2 (interesterified vegetable fat/oil) and 2.2.6 (hydrogenated vegetable oils).		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/216		Regular notification		29/05/2018		India		Food products (edible oils)		All countries		Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restriction on Sales) Amendment Regulations, 2018		The Draft Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restriction on Sales) Amendment Regulations, 2018 detail the "Restriction on the use of diacetyl as flavouring substance in oils and fats".		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/575		Regular notification		22/05/2018		Japan		New specification of paper and stamp for the official Export Quarantine Certificate issued by Japanese Animal Quarantine Service (AQS)		All countries		Export Quarantine Certificate (Annex 1), Stamp (Annex 2)		AQS is going to use special paper for the official Export Quarantine Certificates to improve the authenticity of Japanese animal health certificates.
The paper has the following specification for the purpose of forgery prevention: (see Annex 1 of notified document)
1. Copy-protected paper (term "copy" both in English and Japanese appears when copied);
2. Holographic Japanese national flag printed at the bottom left;
3. "Animal Quarantine Service" in large font and "Animal Quarantine Service, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan" both in English and Japanese in small font printed as the background.
In addition to above, new stamp (see Annex 2 of notified document) will be used in attachments to the front page, if any.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/576		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09);
- Dairy produce, birds' eggs (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08);
- Products of animal origin (HS Codes: 05.04);
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14);
- Edible fruits and nuts, peel of citrus/melons (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14);
- Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10);
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.05 and 10.06);
- Oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruits (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.07 and 12.12);
- Animal or vegetable fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06).		All countries		Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide: Acephate		Food safety; 		23/07/2018		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/577		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09);
- Dairy produce, birds' eggs and natural honey (HS Codes: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08);
- Products of animal origin (HS Codes: 05.04);
- Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers (HS Codes: 07.01, 07.02, 07.03, 07.04, 07.05, 07.06, 07.07, 07.08, 07.09, 07.10, 07.13 and 07.14);
- Edible fruits and nuts, peel of citrus/melons (HS Codes: 08.01, 08.02, 08.03, 08.04, 08.05, 08.06, 08.07, 08.08, 08.09, 08.10, 08.11 and 08.14);
- Coffee, tea, mate and spices (HS Codes: 09.02, 09.03, 09.04, 09.05, 09.06, 09.07, 09.08, 09.09 and 09.10);
- Cereals (HS Codes: 10.01, 10.02, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05, 10.06, 10.07 and 10.08);
- Oleaginous fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruits (HS Codes: 12.01, 12.02, 12.04, 12.05, 12.06, 12.07, 12.10 and 12.12);
- Animal or vegetable fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06).		All countries		Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Pesticide: Methamidophos		Food safety; 		23/07/2018		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/578		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS Codes: 02.07 and 02.09);
- Animal or vegetable fats and oils (HS Codes: 15.01).		All countries		Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical.
Veterinary drug/Feed additive: Semduramicin		Food safety; 		23/07/2018		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/597		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Korea, Republic of		Foods		All countries		The amendment of Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control		Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control". 
It is to clearly legalize the relevant system with regard to G/SPS/N/KOR/320 (23 March 2009) and G/SPS/N/KOR/320/Add.1 (15 July 2013) previously notified to WTO. 
It is intended to conduct the import sanitary assessment and have registered the foreign facilities by the governments of exporting countries when importing the products that are not under control for human consumption in the exporting countries.		Food safety; 		23/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/598		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Korea, Republic of		Foods		All countries		The amendment of Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control		The Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control". 
It is to prepare the basis to enable to take measures of import suspension against foreign food facilities disturb or avoid the on-site inspections.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/599		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Korea, Republic of		Environment-friendly agricultural and fishery products, processed organic foods and materials for organic farming		All countries		Proposed Amendments to the act on Promotion of Environment-friendly Agriculture and Fisheries, and Management of and Support for Organic Foods		The proposed amendments mainly focus on the following:
A. Revision of the terms, "environment-friendly agriculture and fisheries" and "organic" (Article 2 (Draft)) 
- Revise the definitions of the terms, "environment-friendly agriculture and fisheries" and "organic", focusing on agricultural environmental conservation, including the promotion of biodiversity and maintenance of healthy ecosystems, the objectives of environment-friendly agriculture and fisheries.  
B. Addition of qualifications for the application for certification of organic food, etc. (Article 20 (Draft))
- A person whose products exceed the maximum residue limits of pesticides, by intention or gross negligence, and a person subject to a disposition of revocation three times shall be prohibited from applying for certification. 
C. Addition of the suspension of qualification as certification auditors (Article 26-2 (Draft)) 
-   If an auditor fails to comply with procedures and methods of certification or re-audit by intention or gross negligence. 
-  If an auditor delegates his/her certification service to the executive officer of a certification body, etc. 
D. Addition of grounds for disqualification of executive officers of certification bodies and specification of fine criteria (Article 26-3 (Draft))
 - Executive officers of certification bodies who conducted certification duty, etc. on behalf of certification auditor or anyone who is responsible for certification duty 
- The grounds for disqualification are revised to specify a fine of 1 million won or more to exclude a small fine. 
E.     Addition of the requirement for cancelling the designation of certification agencies (Article 29 (Draft))
- Revocation of the designation of a certified agency which received "poor" result for the three consecutive times following the evaluation on certification agencies. 
F.    The introduction of re-inspection for products confirmed to be inappropriate and organic agricultural materials (Articles 31 and 49 (Draft)) 
- Establishment of grounds and standards where re-inspection can be conducted, when products are inspected to be inappropriate 
G.    Ground for allowing only environment-friendly certified agricultural and fishery products and processed products to use a label using words, such as "environment friendly" (Article 54-2 (Draft))
- Only environment-friendly certified agricultural and fishery products and processed products are allowed to use words including "environment friendly" to build trust while preventing confusion and harm to the public in the use of environment-friendly agricultural products.   
H.     Penalty surcharge on person who repeatedly revokes certification; fine or penalty on person who publishes certification information without the consent of concerned party; and fine for negligence on person who failed to keep analysis information will be imposed (Articles 60, 62.2, and 62 (Draft))
- Fine or penalty will be imposed if personal information related to certification, etc. is leaked by a certification auditor, without the consent of the concerned party (Article 60 (Draft))  
- Fine not exceeding five times of selling price will be imposed, if certification is revoked more than twice within three years (Article 60.2 (Draft)) 
- Fine for negligence will be imposed on failure to keep test analysis information and on false report of certification result (Article 62 (Draft))		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MDA/5		Regular notification		17/05/2018		Moldova, Republic of		animal feed, feed materials, premixtures, feed additives.		All countries		Government decision No. 870 from 21 December 2015 concerning the modification and completion of the sanitary and phitosanitary norm on the hygiene of animal feed and content of undesirable substances in feeding (modifying the Government Decision no. 1405 of 10 December 2008 on the approval of the Sanitary Veterinary Norm on Feed Hygiene and the content of undesirable substances in feed)		The Annex 1 from Government Decision no. 1405 of 10 December 2008 was modified on 21 December 2015 and includes maximum residue limits of undesired substances in animal feed. This ensures that all animal feed on Moldavan markets meet the minimum requirements regarding the content of undesirable substances. Rules on feeding stuffs are needed to ensure agricultural productivity and sustainability and to make it possible to ensure public and animal health, animal welfare and the environment.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Rules on feeding stuffs are needed to ensure public and animal health, animal welfare and the environment.;		16/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MDA/6		Regular notification		17/05/2018		Moldova, Republic of		Food of animal origin, maximum residue limits in foodstuffs of animal origin.		All countries		National Agency for Food Safety Order no. 238 of 11 July 2017 on the establishment of the list of pharmacologically active substances and their classification according to the maximum residue levels in food of animal origin		The scope of the mentioned Order is to monitor the placing on the market of food products affected by drug residues and forbide the placing on the market of food products that exceed the Maximum Residue Limits.		Food safety; 		16/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MDA/7		Regular notification		22/05/2018		Moldova, Republic of		Plant protection products (pesticides) and fertilizers		All countries		The draft of a Government decision approving the models of certain acts		This draft decision establishes clear and transparent models of acts necessary for the importation, storage and  production of plant protection products (pesticides, agri chemicals) and fertilizers. It provides simple models for the following acts:
1. model of the notification about the importation of plant protection products and fertilizers;
2. model of the notification about the manufacture of plant protection products and/or fertilizer;
3. model of the notification concerning the request for validation and registration of specialized deposits for storing plant protection products and/or fertilizers;
4. plant passport model.		Food safety; Plant protection; This draft decision establishes clear and transparent models of acts necessary for the importation, storage and  production of plant protection products (pesticides, agri chemicals) and fertilizers.
The need for approval of models, is laid down in law No. 119-XV of 22.04.2004 with respect to plant protection products and fertilizer, recently amended by Law 185 from 21.09.2017.
Models of the acts, by which the operator shall notify the National Food Safety Agency about:
- Their intention to import into the country products related to the plant protection products and fertilizers;
- Requests the approval of the deposits of plant protection products and fertilizer, as a specialized place that meets all relevant safety requirements;
- The need of substituting plant certificate with plant passport, upon importation into the country of certain plants, plant products and related goods that may present a certain phytosanitary risk.;		21/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/NGA/21/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		28/05/2018		Nigeria				All countries				The notification contained in document G/SPS/N/NGA/21 was distributed erroneously and therefore should be considered null and void.						Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/572/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		17/05/2018		New Zealand		Animal products that have undergone third country processing		All countries		Animal Products that have Undergone Third Country Processing		In the WTO notification G/SPS/N/NZL/572 the wrong regulation was attached. This notification includes the correct Import Health Standard and Guidance Document that is being consulted on.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/577		Regular notification		16/05/2018		New Zealand		Myrtaceae seeds for sowing		All countries		Proposed measures to manage myrtle rust spores in Myrtaceae seed lots		MPI is proposing the following options for management of myrtle rust in Myrtaceae seed lots: 
Seed sourced from a country free from Austropuccinia psidii (formerly Puccinia psidii or Uredo rangelii), or
Seed must be treated with one of the approved chemical treatments as per MPI Standard MPI-STD-ATBRT Approved Biosecurity Treatments. MPI recommends one of the following fungicides: Azoxystrobin, Triadimenol, Mancozeb, Triforine and Tebuconazole at maximum label rate.		Plant protection; 		15/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/412		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Philippines		Live animals		All countries		Department of Agriculture Memorandum Circular 12, Series of 2017, Importation Procedures for Live Animals into the Philippines		The DA issued Memorandum Circular governing the importation of live animals into the Philippines for the information, guidance and compliance of all concerned.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/413		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Philippines		Apples, citrus fruits, grapes, longan, lychee, oranges, pears		All countries		Philippine National Standard (PNS) for Maximum Residue Limits of Pesticides on Selected Imported Crops (Final Draft)		This Standard for pesticide residues is developed to ensure that the maximum residue limit of crops imported to the Philippines are in minimal amount to safeguard the consumers. These MRLs for selected imported crops is an adoption of the list of harmonized MRLs of pesticide products from the ASEAN MRLs Database which are set by the ASEAN Export Working Group on Maximum Residue Limits.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/352		Emergency notification		29/05/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		All countries		Notice of the Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 380/1291/1439 dated 6 May 2018 (20/8/1439 H) entitled "Temporary ban on importation of equine from Greece"		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 16, Vol. 31 dated 13 April 2018, which indicates that Equine infectious anaemia has occurred in Greece, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of the disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of equine from Greece to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/248		Regular notification		18/05/2018		Thailand		Foods (ICS Code: 67.040)		All countries		Draft MOPH Notification, B.E.., entitled "Nutrition Labelling (No. 3)"		To amend the Notification of the Ministry of Public Health, Re: Nutrition Labelling on Thai Recommended Daily Intakes (Thai RDI) for Thai people over 6 years of age of "Sodium", which is a nutrient associated with Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and affect the health of Thai population, comply with the Codex standards.
By virtue of provisions of Section 5 and Section 6 (10) of the Food Act B.E.2522 (1979), the Minister of Public Health hereby issues the notification as follows:
Clause 1: Thai Recommended Daily Intakes (Thai RDI) of sodium in item No.28 of the list of nutrients recommended for Thai people aged 6 years and over in the annex 3 attached to the Notification of the Ministry of Public Health (No. 182), BE 2541 (1998), Re: Nutrition Labelling dated March 20, 1998, shall be repealed and replaced by the following:
No.        Nutrient                Thai RDI               Unit
28          Sodium                   2,000                  mg
Clause 2: Any foods, which displayed the nutrition labelling before the date of this notification and sodium content does not comply with the recommended daily sodium intake described above, can still be sold at latest two years as from the date of entry into force of this notification.
Clause 3: This notification shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 		17/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/249		Regular notification		18/05/2018		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)		All countries		Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Prescribed foods which have criteria, condition, and method of use in food produced for sale, imported for sale or sold		In order to update and comply with international standards, the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) is proposing to revise the MOPH Notifications, as follows:
The MOPH notification (No.151) B.E. 2536 (1993) on Prescribed prohibited substances used in food, dated 28 December 1993 and The MOPH notification (No.247) B.E.2544 (2001) on Prescribed prohibited substances used in food (No.2), dated 28 November 2001, are repealed and replaced by this (Draft) MOPH Notification; Prescribed foods which have criteria, condition, and method of use in food produced for sale, imported for sale or sold as follows:
1. Calcium iodate or Potassium iodate;
2. Methyl alcohol or Methanol;
3. Stevia which scientific name is Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni and products from stevia.
This draft notification shall come into force after the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/250		Regular notification		18/05/2018		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)		All countries		Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Prescribed foods which are prohibited to be produced, imported or sold		In order to update and comply with international standards, the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) is proposing to revise the MOPH Notifications as follows:
The MOPH notification (No.344) B.E. 2555 (2012) on Prescribed prohibited food to be produced, imported or sold, dated 17 April 2012 and The MOPH notification (No.358) B.E.2556 (2013) on Prescribed prohibited food to be produced, imported or sold, dated 8 July 2013, are repealed and replaced by this (Draft) MOPH Notification; Prescribed foods which are prohibited to be produced, imported or sold as follows:
1. Brominated vegetable oil;
2. Salicylic acid;
3. Boric acid;
4. Borax;
5. Potassium chlorate;
6. Coumarin or 1,2-benzopyrone or 5,6-benzo-a-pyrone) or cis-o-coumaric acid anhydride or o-hydroxycinnamic acid lactone;
7. Dihydrocoumarin or benzodihydropyrone or 3,4–dihydrocoumarin or hydrocoumarin;
8. Diethylene glycol or dihydroxydiethyl ether or diglycol or 2,2'oxybis-ethanol or 2,2'-oxydiethanol;
9. Dulcin or 4-ethoxyphenylurea or para-phenetolcarbamide;
10. AF-2 or 2-(2-furyl)-3-(5-nitro-2-furyl) acrylamide or furylfuramide;
11. Potassium bromate;
12. Formaldehyde, formaldehyde solution and paraformaldehyde;
13. Melamine and its analogues (cyanuric acid);
14. Food in which 1. to 13. is used as ingredient.
This draft notification shall come into force after the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 				30 days from the date of circulation of the notification.		EN

		G/SPS/N/TUR/98		Regular notification		22/05/2018		Turkey		Drinking milk		All countries		Turkish Food Codex Communique On Drinking Milks		This Communiqué covers drinking milks. It does not cover the raw milk. The Communiqué specifies the characteristics of drinking milk in order to produce, store, transport and market hygienically and in accordance with the technique of drinking milk.		Food safety; 		21/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/UKR/126		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Ukraine		Plants, products of plant origin, plants quarantine		All countries		The draft Law of Ukraine "On Amending Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine concerning the Regulation of carrying out Certain Phytosanitary Procedures"		The draft Law of Ukraine "On Amending Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine concerning the Regulation of carrying out Certain Phytosanitary Procedures" provides for:
- the establishment of a procedure for the authorization of laboratories for the implementation of phytosanitary examination (tests), whose functioning will create an effective system of traceability of the conclusions of laboratories and phytosanitary certificates;
- the implementation of the Register of Authorized Phytosanitary Laboratories;the legal regulation of the conduct of phytosanitary examination and arbitration of phytosanitary examination;
- the determination of the validity period of phytosanitary certificates in the territory of Ukraine - 14 days;
- the establishment of administrative responsibility of officials of phytosanitary laboratories for improper observance of the legislation on quarantine of plants during phytosanitary examination;
- taking into account the phytosanitary requirements of the importing country when issuing a phytosanitary certificate for export and re-export.		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		23/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2766/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/05/2018		United States of America		HS Code(s): 15; ICS Code(s): 67. Partially hydrogenated oils for use in human food		All countries		Final Determination Regarding Partially Hydrogenated Oils; Extension of Compliance Date		Based on the available scientific evidence and the findings of expert scientific panels, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) made a final determination that there is no longer a consensus among qualified experts that partially hydrogenated oils (PHOs), which are the primary dietary source of industrially produced transfatty acids (IP-TFA), are generally recognized as safe (GRAS) for any use in human food. In a declaratory order announcing the final determination, FDA set a compliance date of 18 June 2018. FDA is now extending the compliance date for certain uses of PHOs.		Food safety; 				not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3002		Regular notification		24/05/2018		United States of America		Ginseng, dried; Ginseng, fresh		All countries		Tebuconazole; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of tebuconazole in or on ginseng, fresh at 0.15 parts per million (ppm) and ginseng, dried at 0.40 ppm.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3003		Regular notification		24/05/2018		United States of America		Potato, granules/flakes; Vegetable, bulb, group 3-07; Vegetable, tuberous and corm, subgroup 1C		All countries		Pyroxasulfone; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of pyroxasulfone and its metabolites in or on vegetable, tuberous and corm, subgroup 1C; vegetable, bulb, group 3-07; and potatoes, granules/ flakes.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3004		Regular notification		29/05/2018		United States of America		Pork and pork products		All countries		Eliminating Unnecessary Requirements for Hog Carcass Cleaning		The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) is proposing to amend the Federal meat inspection regulations by removing the provision requiring the cleaning of hog carcasses before any incision is made preceding evisceration. This provision, although focusing on the presentation of carcass dressing defects, impedes the adoption of more efficient, effective procedures under other regulations to ensure that carcasses and parts are free of contamination. Also, the provision is no longer necessary because other regulations require carcass cleaning, the maintenance of sanitary conditions, and the prevention of hazards reasonably likely to occur in the slaughter process.		Food safety; 		16/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/20/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/05/2018		Viet Nam		Imported foodstuffs of animal origin		All countries		Circular on guidance of food safety control for imported foodstuffs of plant origin in Viet Nam (Circular Ref. 12/2015/TT-BNNPTNT dated 16 March 2015)		This addendum is to inform WTO Members that as Decree No. 15/2018/ND-CP dated 2 February 2018 of the Government on elaboration of some articles of the Law of Food Safety came into force on 2 February 2018, the following circular is declared to be invalid: 
- Circular on guidance of food safety control for imported foodstuffs of plant origin in Viet Nam (Circular Ref. 12/2015/TT-BNNPTNT dated 16 March 2015), issued and notified on 30 June 2010 under notification G/SPS/N/VNM/20.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/59/Add.2		Addenda regular		17/05/2018		Viet Nam		Imported foodstuff of plant origin		All countries		Ministerial Circular No. 25/2010/TT-BNNPTNT dated 8 April 2010 stipulating the regulations on food hygiene and safety control for imported foodstuffs of animal origin		This addendum is to inform WTO Members that as Decree No. 15/2018/ND-CP dated 2 February 2018 of the Government on elaboration of some articles of the Law of Food Safety came into force on 2 February 2018, the following circular is declared to be invalid: 

- Ministerial Circular No. 25/2010/TT-BNNPTNT dated 8 April 2010 stipulating the regulations on food hygiene and safety control for imported foodstuffs of animal origin, issued and notified on 31 July 2014 under notification G/SPS/N/VNM/59.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/95/Add.1		Addenda regular		17/05/2018		Viet Nam		Livestock and poultry products (meat and meat products of different types that comprise fresh, chilled and frozen meat as well as tissue or offal, eggs, honey, milk and dairy products); non-food animal products (such as wool, hide, leather); animal feeds; livestock breeds and genetic material (semen, embryos, larva)		All countries		Draft Livestock Law		The 5th version of Vietnam's Draft Livestock Law will replace the 4th version which was circulated to WTO Members via notification G/SPS/N/VNM/95 on 12 March 2018.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/98		Regular notification		24/05/2018		Viet Nam		Aquafeeds, compound aqua feeds for aquaculture		All countries		National technical regulation "Compound Feed for Aquaculture - Technical Requirements for Food Safety"		This regulation governs food safety criteria and their maximum levels in locally produced compound feeds and imported compound feeds for aquaculture in Viet Nam.
This regulation applies to any compound feeds that are either produced locally or imported by agencies, organizations or individuals for the purpose of feeding aquatic animals, which are destined for human consumption.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		23/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/99		Regular notification		29/05/2018		Viet Nam		Vitamin A added in foods		All countries		Draft of National technical regulation on substances that are allowed to be added for vitamine A fortification in foods		This draft Circular specifies technical requirements for substances that are allowed to be added for vitamine A fortification in order to add more nutritional value into foods.		Food safety; 		28/07/2018				EN





Other SPS Documents
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		G/SPS/R/90/Corr.1		22/05/2018		Secretariat		 Summary of the meeting of 1 - 2 March 2018 - Note by the Secretariat - Corrigendum

		G/SPS/W/297		22/05/2018		Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Nigeria, the United States and Zambia		 Strengthening national SPS Committees to enhance coordination at the national, regional and international levels - Recommendation for a workshop or thematic session - Submission by Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Nigeria, the United States and Zambia
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