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[bookmark: _Hlk15902105]PMAC weekly update 29th July to 5th August

1. [bookmark: _Hlk15902286]Government agencies: ICPR Changes; Stink bug warning to importers;  WTO Notifications; Customs consultation on goods clearance fees; MFAT  engagement on the EU FTA

2. [bookmark: _Hlk15902146]New Zealand News:  Ministers welcome horticulture into the Ahuwhenua Trophy competition; Trade Minister holds talks with UK counterpart; Nathan Guy to retire from politics; Export NZ Trade up date June; SEA CAPE Market Readiness Programme; Doing Business in ASEAN; Calling on young talent - 25 to Watch; Trade survey to improve Government support; Seeka considers sale and leaseback of Australian orchards; Zespri wants more overseas fruit; Kerikeri man calls for ban on Hi-Cane; RSE worker accommodation at Duncannon expands into next door site; Growers slam 'very clunky' process for claiming fuel tax rebates; NZ charities benefit from growers’ generosity; New Zealand must learn to talk about 'evolving technologies' - Sir Peter Gluckman; Report shows value of pesticides to NZ's economy    

3. [bookmark: _Hlk15902257]International news: GAIN reports; Freshfel highlights access worries; PwC pairs with traceability start-up; Freshfel's latest Headlines; Consumer Reports finds listeria on leafy greens sold in major supermarkets; Wrap reveals scale of UK waste

Editors comments
A mixed bag this week with lots happening. No general theme but a couple of articles I’d like to draw your attention to. The first on a speech delivered by Sir Peter Gluckman at the Hort NZ Conference encourages New Zealanders to reopen the gene editing debate. In doing so he encourages the use of something like the Irish public assembly which enables the conversation to be based on the facts and common sense. I agree with Professor Gluckman that with the recent advances made in breeding this conversation must be had and I particularly like the idea of a public assembly. We certainly cant afford for activists and commercial interest to be seen to capture this debate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second article is one that reports that Bay of Plenty growers have agreed to self levy each packed tray of fruit so it can be donated to local community groups.  The sign of not only a profitable industry but also one with a social conscience.    

1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: ]                                                                                                      
1.1. [bookmark: _Hlk15902381]ICPR changes
The following changes have been made to ICPR’s over the last week
· The Norfolk Island ICPR has been deleted and information included in the Australia ICPR. This includes links to Norfolk Island legislation and requirements for Allium spp. included in the Australia ICPR.
· The ICPR for USA has been updated so that the pest list in Appendix 1 now lists the genus Rhizoglyphus spp,  excluding Rhizoglyphus echinopus or Rhizoglyphus robini. The ICPR also outlines the additional declaration requirements for Acer spp in Section 4.3 Nursery stock noting  “ Anoplophora chinensis and Anoplophora glabripennis are not known to occur in New Zealand”
See the Importing Countries Phytosanitary Requirements (ICPRs) for the updated ICPR’s 



1.2. Stink bug warning to importers
Biosecurity New Zealand has sent a stark message to shippers, agents, and importers that imported cargo must meet new rules intended to keep brown marmorated stink bugs out of New Zealand.

Biosecurity New Zealand formally issued new import rules on 22 July. They require off-shore treatment of imported vehicles, machinery, and parts from 33 identified risk countries, and all sea containers from Italy during the stink bug season. In the past, only uncontainerised vehicle cargo from risk countries required treatment before arriving in New Zealand. "We can give advice on approved off-shore treatment providers where necessary. Industry should also be aware that sensitive goods that would be damaged by fumigation or heat treatment can be managed by on-arrival inspection in some cases."

MPI are optimistic the rules will reduce clearance delays for cargo this season. "There will be a lot less treatment required onshore, which should speed up the time it takes to get cargo released once it arrives in New Zealand." Similar to previous years, this season will see increased surveillance and inspection of arriving vessels and cargo from countries with established stink bug populations. Last season, Biosecurity New Zealand turned away 4 contaminated vessels from New Zealand waters and intercepted 151 live stink bugs at the border. The stink bug season runs from September to April. Full article available here 



1.3. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Australia- conditions to prevent the import of xyella
· Brazil – conditions for selected plants for propagation 
· Eygpt Potato seed requirements 

The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here                 
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1.4. Customs consultation on goods clearance fees
Customs operating environment has changed significantly since it last reviewed its goods clearance fees in 2006.  Increases in the volumes of imports and exports mean that their fees no longer reflect the true cost of clearing goods.

Customs would like to hear your views on proposed new fees that are outlined in a discussion document Recovering the costs of Customs’ goods clearance activities. They are accepting submissions until 5pm on 30 August 2019. The consultation page  has information on the review, how they set the fees, and how you can provide feedback.
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1.5. MFAT  engagement on the EU FTA 
MFAT is  keen to respond to New Zealanders' concerns and interests around trade agreements. 
Meeting  with New Zealand’s trade negotiators on the European Union – New Zealand Free Trade Agreement and other on-going negotiations will be held around the country over the next few weeks. See information at the base of the MFAT web page here  
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk15902187]Ministers welcome horticulture into the Ahuwhenua Trophy competition 
The Minister for Māori Development, Hon Nanaia Mahuta and the Minister of Agriculture, Damien O’Connor, say bringing horticulture into the prestigious Ahuwhenua Trophy competition is a major milestone for Māori. The 2020 Ahuwhenua competition will mark the first time horticulture is included. 

Last week Minister Mahuta told delegates at the Horticulture New Zealand conference in Hamilton that next year will see Māori farmers, trusts and incorporations compete for being the top Māori horticulture enterprise in the country.  Minister O’Connor announced that government financial support for the event would also increase.  Te Puni Kōkiri and MPI will be platinum sponsors of the Excellence in Māori Horticulture Award in 2020. 

Minister Mahuta says Māori are now major players in the horticultural sector, producing at least ten percent of the annual kiwifruit crop, as well as avocados and berries as rapidly expanding crops.
“Right across the primary sector Māori are excelling. They are taking ownership of their land, forming collaborative partnerships, taking their products directly to world markets and this all adds to the establishment of profitable and sustainable businesses that are guided by Māori values. Full article available here



2.2. Trade Minister holds talks with UK counterpart 
Trade and Export Growth Minister David Parker has held talks with UK International Trade Secretary Liz Truss in London to discuss a future trade deal between the UK and New Zealand. He met Secretary Truss less than a week after her appointment to the Boris Johnson government, and the two discussed a range of areas for future cooperation. 

David Parker welcomed the reaffirmation by Secretary Truss of the shared commitment to move ahead quickly on a Free Trade Agreement as soon as the UK leaves the EU. Secretary Truss said: “I want New Zealand to be one of the first free trade agreements the UK signs as we prepare to become an independent trading nation once again.”  The UK and New Zealand established a trade policy dialogue in late 2016.  Full article available here 



2.3. Nathan Guy to retire from politics 
Former Agriculture Minister Nathan Guy will not be seeking re-election next year. Guy became an MP in 2005 and a Minister in 2009. He has held the Otaki seat since 2008 and will have served 15 years in Parliament by next year’s General Election. Full article available here 
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2.4. Export NZ Trade up date June
US China and the United States are back around the negotiating table in Beijing.  The fact that they are talking is a good thing.  Part of the reason that this is happening, however, is that China has agreed to resume purchasing US agricultural products.  We are monitoring closely the direct and indirect impacts on New Zealand interests.

Meanwhile  the US tariffs on Chinese products and on steel  and aluminum have now been in place long enough for patterns of trade diversion to become apparent.  Most noticeably we are seeing a blow out in the US trade deficit with Vietnam.  Watch this space…

Decisions on US action against Europe were delayed for six months but anti-EU rhetoric is increasing in Washington DC.  Things will come to a head again just as Brexit is about to occur in 

UK negotiation between the UK and New Zealand, formerly beginning before the end of the year is now a real possibility.  Informal talks have been underway for some time. Exporters with shipments due to arrive in the UK or Europe in late October/early November should begin/resume contingency planning in case there are some delays at both the UK and EU border.

NZ-EU  As many were predicting the NZ-EU FTA has not been plain sailing. Indeed progress seems to have halted the moment substantive negotiations began on market access.  As expected agriculture is a major stumbling block.  Outside of market access the EU position on Geographical Indications is also causing difficulty for New Zealand negotiators.  It is good that New Zealand is showing resolve and is not simply agreeing to a quick but poor quality deal.

NZ-US Foreign Minister and Deputy PM Winston Peters made a strong call for a FTA between New Zealand and the US the focus of his speech in Washington DC and his talks with senior US officials, including Vice President Mike Pence. He has returned reporting that his views were received positively in Washington DC.  There is still no official US response to his request for a negotiation.

RCEP New Zealand is still part of this negotiation.  India and Australia have also not been expelled.  There is no sign of any progress beyond this from the last round of negotiations.

ASEAN FTA Upgrade MFAT continues to be keen to hear exporter views on a proposed update of the AANZFTA, the FTA linking Australia, New Zealand and ASEAN.

Pacific Alliance Minister Peters also travelled to Chile recently. There are some positive signals from the region that indicate that negotiations on the expansion of the Pacific Alliance might be possible.  Colombia remains the main stumbling block. Full article available here  



2.5. SEA CAPE Market Readiness Programme
The Southeast Asia Centre of Asia-Pacific Excellence (SEA CAPE) and ExportNZ have organised a one day workshop on the 8th August in Wellington. The SEA Market Readiness Programme aims to provide your business with the mind-set, assessment tools and strategizing preparation work needed for engaging in Southeast Asian markets. You will have the opportunity to tap into the knowledge provided by experts and share experiences with other participants and network with subject matter experts, SEA CAPE network and each other. More ->>



2.6. Doing Business in ASEAN
ASEAN New Zealand Business Council (ANZBC), AUT University and the South East Asian CAPE are offering a  full day Forum on September 17th, with plenty of business focused speakers and networking opportunities. This Forum takes a snapshot of our relationship with ASEAN now, as well as looking forward at the possibilities of future potential and development. Full article available here 



2.7. Calling on young talent - 25 to Watch
The Asia New Zealand Foundation Te Whītau Tūhono is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this year. To mark this special milestone, we are looking for 25 young people who are making important contributions to New Zealand-Asia relations now and have the potential to contribute substantially in the future. 25 to Watch is our way of recognising and celebrating impressive young people (aged 25 or under) who not only appreciate that New Zealand’s present and future - economically, culturally and socially - are firmly tied to Asia, but who have also taken action to contribute to greater understanding and stronger relations.

They are looking for applications in five categories:  Business and entrepreneurship ;   Education, science and research;    Community and not-for-profit;  Media, arts, culture and sports and  Public sector

Please note that nominees do not need to be New Zealand citizens or residents, but need to be able to demonstrate contribution to New Zealand-Asia relations. More details on 25 to Watch including the nomination form and terms and conditions are available on our website here.



2.8. Trade survey to improve Government support
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) is seeking feedback on your experiences of cross border trade to improve government services to you. The survey is easy and will only take 7-10 minutes. Your feedback is important!  Click here to start 
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2.9. [bookmark: _Hlk15896491]Seeka considers sale and leaseback of Australian orchards 
Kiwifruit grower and marketer Seeka have reported it is looking at a potential sale and leaseback on some or all of its orchard portfolio in Australia to accelerate orchard development and repay debt. Seeka Australia currently holds over 273 hectares of orchards in production or development, with approximately 278 hectares available for new development. The portfolio includes 163 hectares of kiwifruit and 110 hectares of European and Asian pears, of which 21 hectares are new variety pears yet to come into full production. Seeka has approximately $49 million invested in Australia across both the post-harvest and orcharding business. 

The strategy is consistent with Seeka’s recent approach in New Zealand where orchards were purchased in Northland and sold to third parties with a secure term packing commitment. Seeka shares last traded at $5.15 and have gained about 21 percent so far this year. Full article available here 



2.10. Zespri wants more overseas fruit
 Although Zespri International’s supplies of foreign kiwifruit rose by 20 percent last year, Chief Executive Dan Mathieson reports that they are still well short of potential demand. Mr Mathieson stated that the increase to 18.4 million trays in the year ended March 31, from 15.5m a year earlier, is an important step towards the ambition of 12-month supply. Globally sourced fruit are still a small part of the overall volumes. Zespri’s sales include 76.6 million trays of NZ-grown Green kiwifruit, up from 64.4 million, and 65.4 million trays of Gold, up from 52.1 million. They expect continuing growth in gold as new orchards come to full production. Zespri plans big spending to replace outdated operating systems, covering the whole supply chain. A decision on whether to commercialise new Red and Green kiwifruit varieties will be made in September Full article available here 



2.11. Kerikeri man calls for ban on Hi-Cane 
Kerikeri man John Levers wants the use of Hi-Cane spray banned. John Levers claims that ''cowboy operators'' are ignoring the kiwifruit industry's guidelines about not spraying next to waterways or public roads or on windy days. Many orchards also lacked shelter belts or screens to catch spray drift, as required in the guidelines.

Levers' main concern is with the use of Hi-Cane, a spray used to trigger bud-burst but banned in the European Union in 2010 amid concerns for the health of workers and the wider public. In 2006 it was re-assessed by New Zealand's Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) which allowed its continued use subject to rules set by the industry.

Levers said, however, those rules were not enforced and some — such as not spraying on windy days — were almost impossible to meet. The former pilot, who now owns a lodge near Kerikeri, said he had dipped into his own pocket in a bid to get Hi-Cane re-assessed again. He expected to hear from the EPA in the coming week whether his application had been successful.

New Zealand Kiwifruit Growers Inc (NZKGI) chief executive Nikki Johnson said the organisation took spraying compliance ''very seriously''. ''While the majority of kiwifruit growers follow best practice, there are some isolated situations where growers need to improve,'' she said. The NZKGI had undertaken a number of initiative, such as appointing a spray advisor and holding grower meetings, to make sure growers understood their obligations and the public knew what to expect.

Precautions required by the industry included special spray nozzles, using drift-reducing materials in the spray and only spraying in low wind conditions. Growers who didn't comply with the standards could be hit with financial penalties or their fruit could be refused. When applicable, complaints made to the NZKGI spray hotline were followed up by the industry and passed on to the Northland Regional Council. However, only two complaints had been made to the hotline in Northland in the last four years, Johnson said.

The industry was continuing to investigate alternatives to Hi-Cane and had seen some positive results with new products such as Advance Gold.

WorkSafe chief inspector Darren Handforth said ''targeted workplace assessments'' focusing on spray contractors and owners who sprayed their own Hi-Cane would be carried out in Northland, the Bay of Plenty, Hawke's Bay and Nelson this month.The assessments aimed to determine the level of compliance with the required hazardous substance controls for the use of Hi-Cane, as detailed in the EPA's 2006 reassessment. Any non-compliance could result in enforcement action, Handforth said. 
Full article available here 



2.12. RSE worker accommodation at Duncannon expands into next door site 
A multi-million dollar expansion at Duncannon, East of Blenheim is expected to move 160 people out of motels and backpackers into custom-built accommodation for Hortus, whose owner Aaron Jay, purchased a neighbouring paddock earlier this year. The expansion is expected to cost around $7 million, and workers themselves have helped with the design, including suggestions for sports fields, and a small shop at reception for basic necessities. 

Hortus workers come from several Pacific countries, mainly Vanuatu but also the Solomon Islands, Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and Papua New Guinea, staying in New Zealand on the Recognised Seasonal Employer (RSE) scheme to work in the vineyards. Mr Jay reports that he wants the new complex to be their home away from home, to make workers enjoy their stay. Classrooms are also being built to teach workers new skills. Another new RSE complex, expected to house 240 workers is facing setbacks towards earthquake structuring but is expected to open in April next year. Full article available here 



2.13. Growers slam 'very clunky' process for claiming fuel tax rebates
Some growers say they are being left out of pocket by Auckland's regional fuel tax because there is no simple way to claim back for on-farm vehicles and machinery. The 11.5 cents-a-litre regional fuel tax was introduced last July to fund transport projects around the region. A rebate system, overseen by the Transport Agency, is meant to help growers and farmers claim back for on-farm vehicles and machinery.

To claim, growers must record fuel usage for each individual vehicle. That would require staff working in the field to collect information, taking up more time and imposing further cost. As a grower group our biggest frustration really is, it's in effect a tax on the consumption of healthy vegetables. We are producing something healthy for our communities here in New Zealand. "When our off-road vehicles are spending the clear majority of their time off-road, we don't see that as fair and equitable," 
Full article available here 



2.14. NZ charities benefit from growers’ generosity
One of New Zealand’s leading post-harvest operators is giving back to the community it operates in.
DMS Progrowers has donated NZ$186,675 to community groups in New Zealand’s Western Bay region. The money has been raised through the DMS Progrowers Charitable Trust, launched last year.
Since its inception, kiwifruit and avocado growers who pack with DMS have voluntarily contributed one or two cents per tray of fruit to the trust. The money raised by the growers has been matched by DMS.

“In recent years the kiwifruit industry has not only recovered from the effects of Psa but has had remarkable earnings growth,” explained Craig Greenlees, joint managing director of DMS Progrowers.
“It is absolutely appropriate to enjoy that prosperity given the turbulence in recent years. However, it is also appropriate to acknowledge that at this time when we are doing so well financially, that is not true for all of New Zealand and many members of our communities require help.” 

Andre Hickson, chair of the DMS Progrowers Charitable Trust, said the five trustees agreed to focus on two core groups when considering which charities to donate to – general care for all ages and demographics, along with children and families in need. Hickson says. “This is an investment by growers in the future but instead of R&D and Psa, it is this time about community and social outcomes.” Full article available here

[image: ]                                                                  Bits and pieces
2.15. [bookmark: _Hlk15897227]NZ must learn to talk about 'evolving technologies' - Sir Peter Gluckman
In a speech to the annual conference of Horticulture New Zealand, Sir Peter said New Zealanders must seriously debate evolving technology such as gene editing, and not leave it mired in rhetoric, and conflated with politics.

From the start, there were strong objections to this: unwanted genes could be transferred from one species to another, genetically modified food would be unsafe to eat, playing with the genome was philosophically wrong and huge corporations would use technology to take over the food industry.
"In New Zealand, the debate quickly became conflated with politics, and still is," Sir Peter told his audience. "Activism and extreme rhetoric reduced the quality of informed debate." In 2001, a Royal Commission effectively put a moratorium on genetic development. Yet that development soon surpassed the commission's own level of technological debate. Most notably, this involved gene editing, which altered aspects of a gene, and how it operated, without changing the gene itself.
This differed from genetic modification as considered by the commission, and could have major benefits.

"New Zealand should be much more confident about its ability to engage in debates on values, irrespective of outcome," he said. "Yes, such debates are hard, but avoiding them harms ourselves as a nation." He went on to say matters like this could be considered by a sort of Citizens' Assembly.
These had been used to consider contentious matters in Ireland and involved 99 names randomly chosen from the electoral roll. They would address a particular set of problems, with a Supreme Court judge as chair, and experts giving evidence.

"If our country does not periodically consider how to use or not use evolving technologies, we run the risk of becoming a backwater with a declining competitive position," he said. "We must to find a way to have ongoing conversations about fast moving and evolving technologies; burying our heads in the sands of short-termism can have serious long-term costs.". Full article available here 



2.16. [bookmark: _Hlk15897290]Report shows value of pesticides to NZ's economy 
A report from the New Zealand Institute of Economic Research has revealed that without pesticides, crops would lose 30 percent of their value overall. Agcarm Chief Executive, Mark Ross, stated that the report highlighted the importance of the crop protection industry to New Zealand's economy. Agcarm is a not-for-profit trade association, representing more than 60 companies that takes a lead role in managing issues of importance to the crop protection and animal medicines industries, and is committed to responsible use of protection products. Without pesticides, horticulture would lose 75 percent of value, and the 2010 PSA outbreak would have severely damaged kiwifruit production, whilst vegetable growers would face loses of around 88 percent. Full article available here 

Removing pesticide products could slash more than $11billion in value across New Zealand commercial crops, without the benefits of fungicides, insecticides or herbicides. Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        
3.1. GAIN reports
Gain reports are from the “Global Agricultural Information Network” and are produced by the USDA. They are designed to provide timely information on the economy, products and issues in foreign countries that are likely to have an impact on United States agricultural production and trade. The information in them is written for USA exporters but the majority is equally relevant to New Zealand. With regard to import regulations for a particular market New Zealand exporters should first check the countries ICPR on MPI’s web site. These are collated specifically for New Zealand product. However the Gain reports often provide additional information that is useful e.g. on grading and labelling, economic profiles. This week see:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk15902231]Canada Retail Sector Overview – 2019 Canada is, by far, the largest overseas market for U.S. high-value, consumer-oriented products, with exports reaching $16 billion in 2018.  Canada’s retail market is mature and largely consolidated with five major stores that represent 62 percent of the market and nearly 7,000 independents and convenience stores that represent the remaining 38 pe...Retail Foods_Ottawa_Canada_7-10-2019

b) France Retail Foods More than 70 percent of French household food purchases are made in supermarkets and local smaller discount stores. Different types of retailers have experienced growth and success over the last two years, both local stores and some larger discount stores offering innovative services.  2019_Paris_France_7-23-2019

c) Japan Retail Sector 2019 In 2018, the total value of all retail food and beverage sales in Japan was $479.29 billion (¥53,339 billion) an overall increase of 2.3 percent. Supermarkets represent the bulk of the retail food market, at 70.1 percent, but the fast-growing convenience store sector now represents 14 percent of sales.  Retail Sector 2019_Tokyo ATO_Japan_7-19-2019

d) Russian Federation Exporter Guide The Exporter Guide provides an economic and food market overview, demographic and consumption trends, and practical tips to U.S. exporters how to conduct business in Russia. The report also describes three market sectors (food retail, food service, and food processing) Exporter Guide_Moscow ATO_Russian Federation_7-12-2019

e) Spain Export Certificate ReportThis report focuses on Spanish specific certification requirements when they differ or are additional to EU-harmonized certification.  This report should be read in conjunction with the EU-28 FAIRS Export Certificate report Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Export Certificate Report_Madrid_Spain_7-23-2019

f) Taiwan Retail Foods Report Taiwan’s retail food sector is modern and competitive, with Costco, 7-Eleven, PX Mart, and Carrefour competing for retail food sales. These modern food retail outlets provide convenient Taiwan Retail Foods Report_Taipei ATO_Taiwan_7-29-2019

[image: ]                                                                 Business/ Industry
3.2. [bookmark: _Hlk15897307]Freshfel highlights access worries
Freshfel Europe has warned EU market access experts of the need to act urgently to address the challenges that the European fruit and vegetable sector are facing to access third country markets.
During the recent European Commission Market Access Working Group on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) matters, an event held in Brussels that gathered European Commission officials, member states and sector representatives, the association the development and implementation of better defined international standards for the treatment of pests to the European Commission.

Currently most EU trade partners operate under what Freshfel described as a "detrimental closed system" for biosecurity and plant health protection, which requires EU producers and exporters to gain access to new markets product by product and country by country with tight conditions fixed in protocols, which require "long negotiations and costly procedures".

"Furthermore there is a complete lack of transparency by trading partners in communicating the pests they are concerned by and any accepted remedies, which is resulting in different conditions being imposed on member states for the same commodity under similar production conditions," the Freshfel representatives said. "Better defined international standards for the treatment of pests would help resolve these issues and facilitate the market access process."

During the SPS Working Group, Freshfel Europe also proposed to ease market access for EU fruit and vegetable exporters via Sanitary and Phytosanitary Chapters in EU Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).
Freshfel Europe encouraged the European Commission to continue its work in gradually integrating binding SPS provisions in new FTAs. This includes ‘fast track’ procedures, the abolition of pre-clearance, member states’ group applications, the exchange of lists regarding pests of concern and facilitations for audits pre-export. Full article available here 



3.3. PwC pairs with traceability start-up
Trade technology start-up DiMuto has joined with PwC Singapore’s Venture Hub to grow the international agri-food coldchain market The partnership will provide DiMuto with expertise, including business and operations advisory support, to scale up its operations in the international agri-food coldchain market.

DiMuto’s Track & Trace blockchain solution, which digitises each fruit into a traceable digital asset, tackles key issues hampering trade in the agri-food coldchain market including financing, supply chain transparency, as well as food safety and wastage the company said. This parnership comes after Dimuto recently announced its platform will be used by Thailand’s largest fresh durian exporter and frozen durian producer – Queen Frozen Fruit. In product trials held between March 2019 and June 2019, DiMuto tagged 1.2m fruits (durians, apples, avocados, lemons and oranges) for various companies in the US, Thailand, Mexico, Australia and China.Full article available here 



3.4. [bookmark: _Hlk15897327]Freshfel's latest Headlines
Freshfel's latest Headlines for the period June and July 2019 are now available. here.  The Headlines gives an overview of the most recent Freshfel activities which include articles on 

· Its launch of  #400gChallenge with the ‘Follow me to be healthy with Europe’ campaign 
· Its solutions to urgently tackle SPS barriers to access third country markets 
· Lead in  EU fresh fruit & vegetable representative in European Commission High Level market access initiatives in Japan & Mexico 
· Contributing to formulation of UNECE food waste Code of Good Practice  
· Recommendations to European Commission on simple & multi programmes 
· Welcome to the  CIQA delegation to Brussels 
· Hosting the delegation from the Royal Kingdom of Bhutan  
· Readiness to participate in new European Commission Market Observatory 

[image: ]                                                                                        Food safety
3.5. Consumer Reports finds listeria on leafy greens sold in major supermarkets 
Recent tests done by Consumer Reports , in the USA, found listeria on six out of 284 samples of leafy greens randomly purchased at grocery stores in Connecticut, New Jersey and New York. Two of the contaminated samples were packaged whilst the other four were loose heads or bunches of kale, lettuce and spinach. One sample of Spinach mix from Hannaford had a strain of the pathogen linked to two listeriosis cases reported to the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, however Hannaford said that they had not received any reports of illness associated with the product. 

Listeria can grow in refrigerated temperatures, so it can be particularly challenging to control. Consumer Reports stated that the findings were concerning and that this information was immediately shared with the Food and Drug Administration(FDA)  and affected marketers and retailers. The FDA has a zero-tolerance policy for listeria and will take immediate action if it is found, including removing products from the marketplace. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                                                                                      

3.6. Wrap reveals scale of UK waste
Food destined for UK supermarkets, or 7.2 per cent of all food harvested, is discarded or fed to animals before it leaves farms each year. This latest report, conducted by Wrap, the government-backed waste reduction body, is likely to lead to calls for more urgent action on the issue.
The report identifies 3.6m tonnes of food that is wasted in primary production, with crops rejected by retailers because they do not meet quality standards, or due to fluctuations in demand or problems during storage or packing. This figure is more than ten times the amount thrown away by the retailers themselves.

It includes 2m tonnes of surplus edible food that fails to reach a retailer or buyer and is diverted to feed livestock or distributed to charities, the rest being ploughed back into fields, composted or used to create energy.

According to the results, sugar beet, potatoes and carrots make up more than half of the overall estimate for food waste in primary production (by weight), with the top ten products contributing 80 per cent of the total. Other items of fruit and vegetables that made it into the top 20 most wasted food products were onions, cabbages, lettuce, apples, peas, parsnips, strawberries, Brussels sprouts and tomatoes.

The report’s authors stressed that, since the report was a combination of single-year studies, and given the strong influence of climatic conditions, pests and diseases on production, waste rates could not be expected to remain stable from season to season. They also warned that the report’s method of using self-reporting from farmers might well lead to an underestimation of the total amount of waste. Full article available here 
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SPS notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated then it applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Bahrain, Kingdom of		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Kuwait, the State of		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Oman		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Qatar		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		United Arab Emirates		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ARE/182 G/SPS/N/BHR/205 G/SPS/N/KWT/56 G/SPS/N/OMN/102 G/SPS/N/QAT/106 G/SPS/N/SAU/404 G/SPS/N/YEM/47		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Yemen		Meat of ruminants (fresh, chilled, frozen and processed)		Lesotho		Administrative decision number 1018 for 2019		Decision to ban meat from ruminants of all types from Lesotho due to Anthrax outbreak.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/376/Add.1		Addenda emergency		18/07/2019		Australia		Nursery stock, tissue culture, cuttings, budwood, rooted plants, corms and bulbs of 89 families of plants known to host Xylella spp.				Emergency measures for nursery stock and tissue culture against Xylella fastidiosa and related Xylella species		On 9 November 2015 Australia notified of the implementation of emergency measures for the import of nursery stock, tissue cultures, cuttings, budwood, rooted plants, corms and bulbs against Xylella fastidiosa and related Xylella species.
 
Following the notification of the presence of Xylella fastidiosa in Israel on 25 June 2019 (EPPO Reporting Service no. 06 – 2019), Australia notifies that it has extended the list of Xylella spp. high risk countries that require specific import conditions for import to Australia to include Israel, effective 6 July 2019. This addition and current measures are described in the following link: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/goods/plant-products/how-to-import-plants/xylella/notification-amended-emergency-quarantine-measures.		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/465/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/07/2019		Australia		Foods sold in Australia (both imported and domestically produced)				Proposal M1016 – Maximum Residue Limits (2018)		The Board of Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) approved Proposal M1016 – Maximum Residue Limits (2018) proposed in the SPS notification G/SPS/N/AUS/465 (dated 13 December 2018) on 1 May 2019.

The regulation was considered by the Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation on 15 July 2019. Ministers supported the Board's decision and the amendments to Schedule 20 of the Food Standards will be gazetted 25 July 2019.

The Proposal sought to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals with Codex and trading partner standards.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/481		Regular notification		19/07/2019		Australia		Cooked duck meat		Thailand		Importation of cooked duck meat from Thailand — Draft Review		The Department of Agriculture has released a draft review of the risk management of cooked duck meat from Thailand for a 60-day stakeholder consultation period.

The draft review recommends that the importation of cooked duck meat be permitted from Thailand provided the following measures are applied which will reduce any biosecurity risks identified to a level that is consistent with Australia's appropriate level of protection:
- cooking duck meat to a minimum core temperature of 70 °C for at least 8.2 minutes;
- sourcing duck meat from abattoirs and processing facilities approved by Thailand's Department of Livestock Development and from birds hatched and continually resident in Thailand;
- importing muscle meat or muscle meat with overlying fat and skin only (no whole birds).
 
Submissions proposing equivalence measures for cooking time and temperature will be assessed on a case-by-case.


The Department of Agriculture intends to release a final review on the risk management of cooked duck meat from Thailand following consideration of comments received in response to the draft review.		Animal health; 		15/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1348/Add.1/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		16/07/2019		Brazil		HS Code: Food; ICS Code(s): 13, 65				ANVISA Resolution - RDC nº 239, 26 July 2018		This corrigendum changes the Annex I of ANVISA Resolution - RDC nº 239, 26 July 2018, regarding food additives and technology adjuvants authorized for use in food supplements, previously notified under G/SPS/N/BRA/1348/Add.1. 


The full text of the original regulation is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: http://portal.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/3898839/RDC_239_2018_COMP.pdf/6bbce86a-dccd-4538-ab8a-9fdf903fbbff.
The text of the changed annex is available only  in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?jornal=515&pagina=47&data=18/06/2019.		Food safety; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1507/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		16/07/2019		Brazil		Food additives and technology adjuvants (ICS Code: 13)				Resolution - RDC number 281, 29 April 2019, regarding food additives and technology adjuvants		This document corrects the article 6 of the Resolution - RDC number 281, 29 April 2019, previously notified under G/SPS/N/BRA/1507. 

The full text of the original regulation is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: http://portal.anvisa.gov.br/documents/10181/5457548/RDC_281_2019_.pdf/36c32ffd-46ba-48e6-93f8-8d43d0f2329f.
The text of the changed article is available only  in Portuguese and can be downloaded at: http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?jornal=515&pagina=47&data=18/06/2019.		Food safety; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1529		Regular notification		26/07/2019		Brazil		Fruits and plants products intended for propagation or reproduction except seeds and in vitro of grape (Vitis vinifera), blueberry (Vaccinium spp.), cherry (Prunus avium) and plum (Prunus domestica)				Draft of Phytosanitary Import Requirements for fruits and plants products intended for propagation or reproduction except seeds and in vitro of grape (Vitis vinifera), blueberry (Vaccinium spp.), cherry (Prunus avium) and plum (Prunus domestica)		It submits to public consultation a draft of Phytosanitary Import Requirements for fruits and plants products intended for propagation or reproduction.		Plant protection; 		24/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/ECU/223		Emergency notification		19/07/2019		Ecuador		Plant products				Resolución 0132 - Adopción de medidas de aplicación obligatoria, para prevenir la introducción y diseminación de Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense Raza 4 Tropical (Resolution No. 0132 - Adoption of mandatory measures to prevent the introduction and spread of Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense Tropical Race 4)		Resolution No. 0132 of 2 July 2019 provides for the immediate entry into force of a series of phytosanitary measures to prevent the introduction and spread of Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. cubense Tropical Race 4, which is a quarantine pest for Ecuador. These measures are mandatory for producers, importers, exporters, passengers, crew, transporters, and the general public.		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/EGY/93		Regular notification		18/07/2019		Egypt		Potato seeds		Currently approved origins for exporting potato seeds to Egypt		Import Phytosanitary Requirements of Potato Seeds		Ministerial Decree No. 748 for the year 2019 stating the import phytosanitary requirements and specifications of potato seeds.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		16/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/332		Addenda regular		16/07/2019		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables				Draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for dimethoate and omethoate in or on cherries (Text with EEA relevance)		The proposed draft Regulation concerns the review of the existing maximum residue levels (MRLs) for the substances dimethoate and omethoate. MRLs for these substances in cherries are lowered. Lower MRLs are set after updating the limits of determination and/or deleting old uses which are not authorised any more in the European Union or for which a human health concern may not be excluded.		Food safety; 		14/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/332/Add.1		Addenda regular		22/07/2019		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables				Maximum Residue Levels for dimethoate and omethoate in or on cherries		Transmission of the link to the Draft Regulation:		Food safety; 		14/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/333		Regular notification		22/07/2019		European Union		Animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products, composite products, hay and straw				Commission Implementing Regulation establishing the lists of animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products and hay and straw subject to official controls at border control posts in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with EEA Relevance)		In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625, certain categories of animals and goods from third countries should always be presented at a border control post for official controls to be performed prior to their entry into the Union.
This Implementing Regulation establishes the lists of the different animals and products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products, hay and straw and composite products to be presented for official controls at border control posts with the indication of their respective Combined Nomenclature (CN) code provided for in Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87.
As new conditions for the entry into the Union of composite products will apply from 21 April 2021 in accordance with Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/625, the current rules on composite products in Decision 2007/275/EC should continue to apply until then. Hence, this Regulation does not apply to composite products.		Food safety; Animal health; 		20/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/239		Regular notification		22/07/2019		India		Oils and fats				Draft Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Amendment Regulations, 2019		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Amendment Regulations, 2019 relates to "Limit of Total Polar Compounds in Fresh/Unused Vegetable Oil/Fat".		Food safety; 		20/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/240		Regular notification		22/07/2019		India		Food products				Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment Regulations, 2019		The Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment Regulations, 2019 details the requirements for low alcoholic beverages other than wine and beer, provision for geographical indicators, certain labelling requirements along with other requirements.		Food safety; 		20/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/658		Emergency notification		22/07/2019		Japan		Poultry meat and egg products		Denmark, and countries, regions or zones* approved as free from HPAI and LPAI by Japan
* http://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/english/news/third-free.html		Import suspension of poultry meat and egg products from Denmark		In order to prevent the introduction of low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) virus into Japan, MAFF has suspended the import of poultry meat and egg products from Denmark, including those shipped through third free countries*, based on the Animal Health Requirements for poultry meat to be exported to Japan from Denmark from 30 June 2019, and Articles 37 and 44 of "the Act on Domestic Animal Infectious Disease Control". Poultry meat products derived from animals slaughtered on and after 4 June 2019 and poultry egg products derived from eggs laid on and after 4 June 2019 are not eligible to be exported to Japan, taking into consideration the incubation period of the LPAI virus stipulated in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.
* http://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/english/news/third-free.html		Animal health; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/651		Regular notification		18/07/2019		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Revise the limit for 3-MCPD in acid-hydrolysed soy sauce and blended soy sauce;
2. Establish a standard for amnesic shellfish poison (domoic acid) in shellfish and crustaceans;
3. Revise the limit for heavy metal (lead) in ‘Candies';
4. Establish "Foods containing milk or milk products" as a new food type for foods mainly made of milk or milk products which do not meet the definition of "Milk products";
5. Revise the maximum residual limits of pesticides for agricultural products:
   - 70 pesticides including Glyphosate.		Food safety; 		16/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/652		Regular notification		18/07/2019		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Revise the Manufacturing/Processing Standards to allow ‘Beverage base' and ‘Processed fruit/vegetable product' to be manufactured in tablets;
2. Revise the Manufacturing/Processing Standards to allow acidic foods (pH of not more than 4.6) which require sterilization to be manufactured by pasteurization;
3. Revise the Food Irradiation Standard to allow the use of X-ray for food irradiation;
4. Exclude semi-processed bread products which are intended to be consumed after cooking from the application of limits for foodborne pathogens;
5. Remove the standard for total chlorine in ‘Edible salts';
6. Revise the standards and specifications for prepared foods from food service business operator (including meal service facilities);
7. Revise the Annex 1 ‘Ingredients Approved for Use in Food' and Annex 2 ‘Ingredients Approved for Limited Use in Food';
8. Revise the applicable subject of the maximum residual limits of veterinary drugs in foods by including Roxarson and Arsanolic acid in the list of substances that shall not be detected in foods;
9. Establish and revise the maximum residual limits of pesticides in agricultural products (160 pesticides including Iminoctadine);
10.  Establish and revise the maximum residual limits of veterinary drugs in foods (Arsanilic acid, Fluralaner, Gamithromycin);
11. Establish the maximum residual limits of pesticides in livestock and fishery products (Pydiflumetofen);
12. Revise the General Test Methods;
13. Reflect the amendments made in other laws and clarify some wordings.		Food safety; 		16/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/653		Regular notification		18/07/2019		Korea, Republic of		Food additives				Proposed amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Food Additives		The Republic of Korea is proposing to amend the "Standards and Specifications for the Food Additives":
1) General use level not to eat food additives itself is newly established;
2) The terms in preservation and distribution standard and the standards for the use of caffeine were revised further clearly;
3) In case of food additives made with microorganism, the provision on the kind of dossier for the toxicological data of microorganism at submission is newly established.		Food safety; 		16/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/592/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/07/2019		New Zealand		Sea containers		Italy		The Import Health Standard for Sea Containers from all countries		Adoption of the Import Health Standard for Sea Containers from all countries.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/593/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/07/2019		New Zealand		Vehicles, machinery and equipment				The Import Health Standard for Vehicles, Machinery and Parts		Adoption of the Import Health Standard for Vehicles, Machinery and Parts.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/442		Emergency notification		17/07/2019		Philippines		Meat		Germany		DA Memorandum Order No. 18 series of 2019, Temporary Suspension of System Accreditation for all German Foreign Meat Establishments (FMEs) to Export Meat into the Philippines		The Order temporarily suspends system accreditation of all German FMEs to export meat into the Philippines pending the results of the thorough investigation to be conducted by DA. Shipments of meat in transit upon the issuance of this Order will be allowed to enter the country subject to 100% physical inspection.  The Order also immediately suspends the processing, evaluation of the application and issuance of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS import clearance from Germany starting on 1 July 2019.		Animal health; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/355/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/07/2019		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Beef meat and beef meat products				Conditions regarding to importing beef meat and beef meat products from countries recognised as having a BSE risk		The proposal of amendments to the existing conditions for importing conditions regarding to importing beef meat and beef meat products from countries recognised as having a BSE risk, notified in G/SPS/N/SAU/355 (27 June 2018) was adopted as SFDA administrative order No. 67579 dated 11 July 2019 (8/11/1440 H) taking into consideration the recommendations of the SFDA food safety committee and WTO Members comments. The implementation of this order should be coming into force after export country complies with:
1. Exported beef meat and beef meat products from countries recognised as having a BSE risk wishing to export to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia must be accompanied with a health certificate;
2. Procedure for lifting a temporary ban on the export of meats and their products to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia notification G/SPS/N/SAU/93/Add.2;
3. Procedures for approving foreign competent control authorities and establishments interested in exporting livestock meat and poultry meat and their products to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia notification G/SPS/N/SAU/92/Add.2.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/246/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/07/2019		Thailand		Cow's Milk (ICS Code: 67.220.20)				Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Cow's Milk (No. 2)		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Cow's Milk (No. 2)", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/246 dated 23 March 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 16 May 2019.
Date of entry into force: 180 days after of its publication in the Royal Gazette (26 November 2019).
Text available at:		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/252/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/07/2019		Thailand		Flavoured milk (ICS Code: 67.100.01)				Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Flavoured Milk (No. 2)		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Flavoured Milk (No. 2)", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/252 dated 2 October 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 16 May 2019.
Date of entry into force: 180 days after of its publication in the Royal Gazette (26 November 2019).
Text available at:		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/253/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/07/2019		Thailand		Other milk products (ICS Code: 67.100.99)				Draft MOPH Notification, No. … B.E. …., Re: Other Milk Products (No. 2)		The Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification entitled "Other Milk Product (No. 2)", as previously notified in G/SPS/N/THA/253 dated 2 October 2018, was adopted and published in the Royal Gazette dated 16 May 2019.
Date of entry into force: 180 days after of its publication in the Royal Gazette (26 November 2019).
Text available at:		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/492/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/07/2019		Chinese Taipei		Foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging				Those foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging classified under 9 specific CCC codes		The measure notified as G/SPS/N/TPKM/492 on 30 April 2019, was promulgated on 12 July 2019, and will come into effect on 1 August 2019.
Commodities classified under nine specific CCC codes shall follow the "Regulations of Inspection of Imported Foods and Related Products" if they are used for foods, food additives, food utensils, food containers or packaging. The importers shall apply for inspection to the Food and Drug Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare.		Food safety; 		21/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/495/Add.1		Addenda regular		18/07/2019		Chinese Taipei		Fresh mangosteen		Thailand		The implementation of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Fresh Mangosteens from Thailand"		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu notified the Draft of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Fresh Mangosteens from Thailand" on 2 May 2019 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/495). The regulation was published and became effective on 12 July 2019.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TUR/99/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/07/2019		Turkey		Infant formula and follow-on formula				Draft Turkish Food Codex  Communiqué Amending Communiqué On Infant Formula and Follow on Formula		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/TUR/99 (19 July 2018)  has been amended in terms of Vitamin D requirements for infant formula and erucic acid requirements for infant formula and follow on formula.		Food safety; 		26/08/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3089		Regular notification		25/07/2019		United States of America		Plants		Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands, United Kingdom		Notice:  Recognition of Freedom from Citrus Longhorned Beetles and Asian Longhorned Beetle in Certain European Union Countries [Docket No. APHIS-2018-0074]		APHIS is notifying the public that it proposes to update the U.S. Department of Agriculture Plants for Planting Manual by recognizing 22 European Union member States as being free from citrus longhorned beetle (CLB) and Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) and removing them from the list of countries where CLB and ALB are present. APHIS would also change the entry conditions in the manual for imports of certain host plant taxa of CLB and ALB from four of these countries (Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom) because they have previously approved genera exempted from the category of plants Not Authorized Pending Pest Risk Analysis. These changes would relieve certain restrictions on host plants of CLB and ALB from Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom while continuing to mitigate the risk of introducing quarantine pests into the United States. (Federal Register Vol. 84, No. 137, Wednesday, 17 July 2019, pp 34116-34117)		Plant protection; 		16/09/2019				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/107		Regular notification		22/07/2019		Viet Nam		Animal feed				Draft Circular on Guidelines for animal feed management, under Viet Nam's Animal Husbandry Law No. 32/2018/QH14		This Draft Circular provides Guidelines for the management of animal feed specified in Clause 4 of Article 37; Clause 1 of Article 44; Clause 2 of Article 46; Point đ, Clause 2 of Article 48; and Point c, Clause 2 of Article 79 of Viet Nam's Animal Husbandry Law, including:

- Principles of animal feed sampling;
- Animal feed labelling;
- Regulations on reporting the state of animal feed production;
- Specifying mandatory quality requirements of feed standards included in applicable standards;
- Issuing a list of banned substances in animal feed and a list of materials which can be used as feed ingredient in Viet Nam.		Food safety; Animal health; 		20/09/2019				EN





Other SPS documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/GEN/1233/Rev.1		16/07/2019		Japan		 Current status after the nuclear power plant accident - Communication from Japan - Revision 

		G/SPS/R/94/Corr.1		18/07/2019		Secretariat 		 Summary of the meeting of 21 - 22 March 2019 - Note by the Secretariat - Corrigendum

		G/SPS/W/311/Add.1/Corr.1		15/07/2019		Secretariat 		 Article 6 of the SPS Agreement - Questions for discussion - Compilation of comments submitted by Members - Note by the Secretariat - Corrigendum 

		G/SPS/W/311/Add.2/Corr.1		18/07/2019		Secretariat 		 Article 6 of the SPS Agreement - Questions for discussion - Comments submitted by OIE - Note by the Secretariat - Corrigendum
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