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PMAC weekly update 30th July to 6th August

1. Government agencies: Tour leader found with fruit fly; Update on entry across the Australian border WTO Notifications

2. New Zealand News:  Minister of Foreign Affairs to visit Singapore; Australia and New Zealand trade ministers meet for CER talk; NZ facing worst rise in trade protectionism in a generation; Horticultural employers must clean up their act; Plant & Food Research wins two 2018 KiwiNet Awards; MYBs generate 'wow factors' in fruits and vegetables; Hawke's Bay food producers win genetic modification free battle; Critical seasonal labour shortage may hinder kiwifruit industry growth – report; Kiwifruit growers group silent as members delay constitutional changes; Importers respond to MPI warning about delays; Question marks over science, agri creds at MPI's top table; Summerfruit NZ readies funding case for PGP; Gisborne's Cedenco takes top prize at Hawke's Bay Export Awards; Jen's pick: Female quota system useful; Pipfruit trailblazers recognised with award; Medical cannabis industry aims to match the billion dollar kiwifruit sector; Hopportunity knocks in Tapawera; Pipfruit trailblazers recognised with award; Christchurch couple quit their jobs to cold-press juices; Urban-rural battle looming among Bay of Plenty regional council; Opinion: Euro pest control red tape bad 

3. International news: Bayer to appeal neonics verdict; Ideal for relishes, jams & juices’: Haskap berries gain novel food approval; AgroFresh launches FreshCloud

Editors Comments 
A very busy week for New Zealand news with news of two potential sectors that see increased opportunity for their sector ( hops and medical cannabis) and who also see the merits of being a well organised and working together to maximise returns . 

MPI has found itself in the news again with three articles – warning that importers may experience delays as MPI toughen up its processes in the wake of the PSA verdict,  concern about young trees that may need to be destroyed because they may be carrying diseases and questions about the credentials  of top MPI officials. It can be easy to forget all the good work that MPI does on behalf of the horticultural and seed sectors – facilitating and opening up trade,  operating our assurance system ( which by the way is recognised as one of the best most cost efficient systems globally) and ensuring our biosecurity system is operating and does keep the majority of the pests out the  vast majority of the time. None of these areas are easy

Another area that has come up again this week is concerns about the labour shortage. Its good to see an apprenticeship scheme will be set up and that Massey will have a horticultural degree up and running next year. But as Mike says some of the horticultural employers need to clean up their act. 



1. Agency   news                                                                               
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1.1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Tour leader found with fruit fly
Fruit fly larvae carried by a tour party leader from Malaysia was intercepted  last month in undeclared food from a holiday group at Auckland Airport. The larvae were found in chillies following x-ray screening of the tour leader's baggage. A caterpillar was also detected in some garlic bulbs carried with the undeclared food. The tour leader received a $400 fine for failing to declare the food package. Full article available here 



1.2. Update on entry across the Australian border
The MPI / PMAC working group has released in latest update on the phase out of OPI.   As a result of a working group meeting last week an updated communication has been released. The communication notes that  
· OPI inspectors have a good number of time slots available for additional inspections over the next 6 weeks,
· Provides an overview of how MP:I is working with DAWR to rationalise the pest list for products entering Australia ( i.e. to make sure that only insects and diseases that pose a threat to Australia are regarded by border officials as a pest). 

In the meantime MPI and DAWR have a number of initiatives underway to try to streamline entry into Australia.  For the full communication see the August update on this web page 



1.3. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· Canada MRL’s
· Taiwan The "Quarantine Regulations for Trans-shipment of Plants or Plant Products through Countries or Districts where Designated Diseases or Pests are Known to Occur"
The embedded files for the last week (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here  
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2. New Zealand News 
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2.1. Minister of Foreign Affairs to visit Singapore 
Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Peters travelled to Singapore to attend the ASEAN Regional Forum and East Asia Summit Ministerial Meetings last week. While in Singapore Mr Peters will have a number of formal bilateral meetings and informal interactions with foreign minister counterparts from the ASEAN and EAS countries, as well as countries attending as guests of the Singaporean government. Full article available here



2.2. Australia and New Zealand trade ministers meet for CER talk 
 Australian Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, the Hon Steven Ciobo MP and New Zealand Minister for Trade and Export Growth, Hon David Parker, met in Auckland . The Ministers noted the strong trade and commercial links and special relationship between Australia and New Zealand, and rejected protectionism and agreed on the importance for both nations to continue collaborating to improve the work of the World Trade Organization, as well as to strengthen the rules‑based trade architecture in the region, to benefit both Australian and New Zealand economies.

They discussed the initiatives agreed in March to grow the Digital Economy and Maximising Opportunities for SMEs.  As a consequence reviews of this areas will be undertaken by both countries productivity Commissions with reports with the respective Ministers by January 2019.  Full article available here 
 


2.3. NZ facing worst rise in trade protectionism in a generation 
Vangelis Vitalis, from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, who led the New Zealand team in key global trade negotiations says the world is seeing the worst rise in trade protectionism in 23 years.
He said years of eased trade rules were in danger of being reversed, and this must be dealt with.
"We have seen 400 new protectionist measures to May have been put in place."We know that non-tariff barriers cost the wider agricultural sector of New Zealand up to $6 billion a year in restricted access. These have a profound impact. "We are seeing the sharpest rise in protectionism since 1995, especially in the last six months." Full article available here



General
2.4. Horticultural employers must clean up their act
The Bay of Plenty kiwifruit industry was short 1200 workers in May in its orchards and packhouses. 
And Horticulture New Zealand chief executive Mike Chapman says horticulture industry needs to identify and clean-up its bad employers if it is to attract workers,.  

Mike says the biggest proportion of its workforce continues to be New Zealanders. "We have a lot of employers in horticulture that are not playing the game as they should. They will pull all of us down. They could pull the Recognised Seasonal Employer (RSE) scheme down. We have to unite to deal with them," Chapman said. 

People were urged to identify employers that should be visited by HortNZ's national seasonal labour co-ordinator, Jerf van Beek, for educating on good employment practice.  "Part of the solution to our worker shortage is Kiwis. There are 100,000 jobless in New Zealand and we have to get these people off the couch," Chapman said. "If we are going to get an extra 6000 workers, we are going to have to get out there, source them and put them into work."  

Of horticulture's workforce, 52 per cent were New Zealanders and 31 per cent RSE workers. Only 13 per cent were backpackers and travellers "so these are not as essential as many people believe". 
New Zealand permanent staff worked an average 38.4 weeks a year, RSE workers 25.3 weeks, and those on a working holiday 5.9 weeks. Chapman said it was appalling that an industry the size of horticulture, which generated $6 billion in returns, had no apprentice programme or degree course. "There is no pathway for people to go forward on." 

Horticulture launched an apprenticeship programme at the conference and a horticulture degree and short course was planned to start at Massey University next year. HortNZ opposed Government moves to accelerate increases to the minimum wage, lifting it to $20 an hour by 2020.

He also says the seasonality of work was an issue with 30,000 people needed for a couple of months every year. "We are not just competing for seasonal labour, but for IT skills. At present we are concentrating on bringing horticultural-minded people into the industry and that needs to shift quite significantly." While automation technology was developing all the time, everything a grower needed to fully automate a packing line already existed. Full article available here



2.5. Plant & Food Research wins two 2018 KiwiNet Awards
In early July Plant & Food Research went home with two of the five KiwiNet Research Commercialisation Awards, which celebrate impact from science through successful research commercialisation within New Zealand’s universities and Crown Research Institutes. 

Plant & Food Research won the PwC Commercial Impact Award with the Amarasate™ extract – a 100% plant-based, world-first weight management extract. The award recognises excellence in research commercialisation that delivers outstanding innovation performance and the potential for generating significant economic impact for New Zealand.

Dr Andrew Kralicek, Science Team Leader Molecular Sensing won the BNZ Supreme Award for his research on harnessing insects’ receptors for commercial sensing. This award recognises a supreme entry which demonstrates overall excellence in all core areas of research commercialisation.
Full article available here


2.6. MYBs generate 'wow factors' in fruits and vegetables
Novelty and health benefits play a major role in influencing consumers’ purchasing decisions and are often controlled in the plant by a family of proteins called MYBs. Understanding how these work could result in new fruits and vegetables on the supermarket shelves. MYB’s act as the facilitators that translate DNA into active substances in the plant. 

Studies have found that changing, or selecting for changes, in the activity of a single family of genetic controls, called MYB transcription factors, enhances key traits of fruits and vegetables such as appearance, flavour, texture and nutritional content. Understanding the regulation of MYB transcription factors facilitates the breeding and production of completely new categories of fruits and vegetables with desirable consumer traits. These added potential health benefits, more attractive appearance, better flavour, better texture, better storage and more convenience. Full article available here 



2.7. Hawke's Bay food producers win genetic modification free battle 
In 2015 the Hastings District Council became the first in New Zealand to secure a Genetically Modified Organism (GMO)-free status, but the decision was appealed by Federated Farmers through the Environment Court. A recent ruling upheld the council's decision to prohibit the outdoor release and field trials of GMOs.

The decision was welcomed by both the council and Ngati Kahungunu Iwi Inc who have worked closely to protect and safeguard the environment. One of New Zealand's largest growers and exporters and a member of Pure Hawke's Bay, John Bostock, said the win was huge for everyone in Hawke's Bay. "Some of the world's most celebrated food regions - Tuscany, Province, Bordeaux - are officially GM-free. That's the world we want to be a part of," he said. Full article available here 


Industry news
2.8. Critical seasonal labour shortage may hinder kiwifruit industry growth - report 
A new report says that a critical shortage of seasonal workers could hamper the kiwifruit industry's predicted growth over the next decade.  It will require an additional 7000 seasonal workers if its to double in size by 2027 as predicted. An industry body has called for Government support to complement efforts by those in the industry to attract people to pick, pack and prune kiwifruit.

This past season the industry body said the labour shortage hit earlier and more severely than anticipated. NZKGI chief executive Nikki Johnson said that while it was worrying for the industry, the situation "will escalate significantly if no action is taken". The report pointed to low unemployment rates, fewer people on working holidays choosing to work in the industry, the short-term work and what they have called "outdated perceptions" of worker welfare and pay rates. Full article available here



2.9. Kiwifruit growers group silent as members delay constitutional changes 
NZKGI would not comment on its annual general meeting which was held up after growers halted constitutional changes. It tried to implement new powers for its executive committee which included giving delegated authority for decision-making. Growers were concerned it would mean the committee would have the power to negotiate how much they were paid by Zespri. All of the new rules were implemented as a single motion for simplicity purposes, which meant growers had to vote for all of the rules or none of them. Significant concerns were expressed about the rule. Te Puke 
grower, Colin Olesen, was behind the amendment to get rid of the rule as it would give the executive too much power. He said the back down showed the problems with advance voting at shareholder’s meetings. Around 100 people attended the meet



2.10. Importers respond to MPI warning about delays 
MPI has warned importers will face delays as they complete biosecurity protocols. The delays are due to a high court decision ruling the Government is liable for letting Psa into the country. The Government will appeal the decision. Car importers also faced a scare this year when stink bugs were found on ships headed to New Zealand. This halted the industry for days. The pest was the second most unwanted in New Zealand after the Queensland fruit fly and could cause $4 billion in exports to be lost. Importers Institute Secretary, Daniel Silva, said it was early days but there had been no noticeable delays since the court’s decision last month. He added there was always a risk inherent with importing things, and the question was how we manage it.



2.11. Question marks over science, agri creds at MPI's top table 
Senior MPI managers notably lack science or agriculture credentials. Information released to the Herald by the MPI under the Official Information Act shows the head of Biosecurity New Zealand, Roger Smith, has no qualifications in science or agriculture and a career background in New Zealand Customs and MPI systems and China relations. Geoff Gwyn, the man heading the nearly $1 billion effort to eradicate the cattle disease incursion Mycoplasma bovis, is a former police inspector with a Master of Arts degree from Massey University. 

Of six other MPI senior leadership team members profiled in the OIA response, only two have qualifications in primary industry science — Dan Bolger, is heading Fisheries NZ while the other, Julie Collins is head of Forestry NZ. MPI refused to give the qualifications and experience of senior MPI employees in leadership jobs in biosecurity response. MPI also refused to say how many are former police officers reporting to the response team.

In the M. bovis disease eradication effort farmers report a "huge disconnect between MPI and people on the ground," said Federated Farmers national dairy chairman Chris Lewis. "They feel they're dealing with bureaucrats. It takes five or six decision-makers to sign off on something. When you're dealing with animals and feed, quick decisions are crucial."

Lewis acknowledges leadership teams need some expertise not directly related to the focus subject, but in biosecurity he would expect " some to show affinity to the land, some connection”. The feedback is that some (MPI) decisions around M. bovis have perplexed. They haven't come from common-sense agriculture experience.

MPI director human resources Erina Clayton disagreed with the Herald's contention that the lack of direct background and qualifications in agriculture or science for all but two of MPI's senior leadership team — both currently in roles not immediately connected to biosecurity — was a serious deficiency.
"All of the individuals on MPI's senior leadership team have backgrounds that qualify them for the positions they hold as organisational leaders and decision-makers. In addition SLT members receive advice from a range of expert employees. "MPI also engages and consults with experts from a wide range of fields, including agricultural and biological science experts, across all its activities spanning primary production, biosecurity, food safety, animal welfare, fisheries and trade." Full article available here 



2.12. Summerfruit NZ readies funding case for PGP 
Summerfruit New Zealand (SFNZ) has nearly completed its business case proposal for the Primary Growth Partnership (PGP), which if successful, will encourage innovation, add value and enhance the industry, chief executive Marie Dawkins says.

SFNZ had sent its initial application for a five-strand industry proposal to the PGP - a government funding programme - several months ago, and the panel immediately requested a more comprehensive and detailed business case. Since then, SFNZ staff and consultants have been working on the ''Sensational Summerfruit'' strategy, which was expected to cost about $16.7million, of which about 60% would come from industry and 40% from the Government. They hope to have it ready by September 1.''

The five key points covered opening new markets, including online sales, better understanding consumer requirements, developing improved packaging and transport to deliver fresher fruit faster, encouraging the adoption of new technology and innovation, and the development of more high performance orchards with higher volumes, new varieties and new production systems.
She said the goal was to give consumers an even better product. Full article available here



2.13. Gisborne's Cedenco takes top prize at Hawke's Bay Export Awards 
Gisborne-based fruit and vege grower Cedenco last week emerged took the top award at the ASB Hawke's Bay Export Awards. The judges said Cedenco impressed them with its investment in market research, customer relationships, and research and development to get their product right for the customer. "We liked the level of engagement across the wider team in developing the company vision, and the continuous improvement and commitment to innovation was genuinely impressive."

The Judges' Choice Award was won by First Fresh. The judges said the Gisborne company was "snapping on the heels of the winner in their category".Full article available here 


2.14. Jen's pick: Female quota system useful 
Jen  attended the Horticulture Conference in Christchurch in July and she notes figures constantly remind us that although there are a number of women in my sort of position, heading industry bodies or running their own horticulture business or orchard entity, women are still very poorly represented at board level.

When I was living in Germany, Norway implemented a quota system requiring at least 40 per cent women on the boards of every public company. It worked in the numbers, but debate continues over whether it set the scene for this to become a natural occurrence.It was legislated for public companies, but not for private companies and what it clearly showed was that the legislation is required because the percentage of women on the boards of the private companies did not change.

I see Cricket NZ has mandated that regional board won't receive their funding if there are not at least two women on those boards by March 2019. 

In horticulture I know the capability is there, and there are probably equal numbers of women in horticulture as men, just not at the board table. I'm not proposing legislative change or quota systems. I am proposing that we really think about who we have representing us in organisations we are part of, how we should change that, and how important it is to think of governance as gender neutral.   Full article available here 



2.15. Pipfruit trailblazers recognised with award
Trailblazing efforts to boost Hawke's Bay's apple industry have been recognised by the New Zealand apple and pear industry. The immediate-past chair of New Zealand Apples & Pears Inc (NZAPI), Nadine Tunley (now living in Wellington), and Belgium-based international sales pioneer Tony Fissette have been recognised by their peers for outstanding contributions to the industry, with NZ Apples and Pears chief executive Alan Pollard calling the pair "trailblazers in their respective fields".
Tunley, who was elected the industry's first woman chair in 2012 after joining the board as a director in 2010 and oversaw the development of the 2013 NZAP strategy that set the goal of becoming a $1 billion export industry by 2022. During her eight years of service the industry's export returns grew from $340 million to more than $700m in 2017. Pollard said that during her leadership she ensured strong relationships with Government ministers and across primary-sector groups. She also represented the industry with distinction, including being a member of the previous Government's trade advisory group Biosecurity 2025; and the current Government's Primary Sector Council.
He said Fissette, who is T&G Global's general manager in Europe, was a keen advocate of innovation and the need to develop the right varieties for the right market. He has spent 44 years promoting the New Zealand industry within the European sales environment. He successfully introduced the New Zealand varieties Royal Gala and Braeburn to the European market, and in more recent years premium JAZZ™ and Envy™ apples.
"Just 10 years ago, Mr Fissette and his team celebrated selling the 100-millionth carton of New Zealand apples in Europe, and a few weeks back, they reached 10 million carton sales of JAZZ™ alone. The pair were officially recognised the NZ Apples and Pears annual meeting in Christchurch. Full article available here 


Crop news 
2.16. Medical cannabis industry aims to match the billion dollar kiwifruit sector 
MediCann is a cannabis company that aims to build an agricultural industry to match the kiwifruit sector. It plans to follow a similar growing and cultivation model to Zespri’s. Managing Director, Brendon Ogilvy, said it had exclusive New Zealand rights to more than 30 medically certified cannabis strains. He added the company was ready to release grower licences pending final decisions by the Government on medicinal cannabis. Growers would apply to become a licenced producer. He noted it was an ambitious plan but the company was ready. 

Horticulture growers and iwi had already expressed strong interest in partnering with MediCann. MediCann will purchase the crops and manufacture the products to meet estimated domestic demand and provide for future exports. Export opportunities could begin within a few years if the bill is passed. Board member, Elizabeth Plant, said it planned to produce the best quality pharmaceutical grade cannabis at the most affordable price for New Zealanders. Full article available here 



2.17. Hopportunity knocks in Tapawera
Rural investment company MyFarm has launched a $17.64 million investment offer to fund New Zealand's largest hop orchard. The call for investors in the Tapawera Hop Garden Limited Partnership includes the purchase of a 96ha property and the lease of a second 50ha property which will be developed into a 116-canopy hectare garden.

MyFarm CEO Andrew Watters said half of the garden would be planted this spring alongside other development such as building hop picking and drying facilities and worker accommodation. Mr Watters said the offer included a $3m stake in new hop exporter Hop Revolution Ltd, which would manage the garden and market the hops offshore.

Hop Revolution chair John Loughlin said he believed the company could add considerable value to the way New Zealand hops were marketed internationally."Like Zespri and Rockit apples we're aiming to create brand value for growers by contracting directly with select craft breweries to supply them with commercial quantities of high quality hops of the varieties they're looking for,". Mr Loughlin said New Zealand's spray-free aroma hops were highly sought after by international brewers for the unique flavours and aromas they imparted in beer. New Zealand has about 600 canopy hectares of hop gardens, with all but one grower supplying the grower co-operative, New Zealand Hops Limited. Full article available here 



2.18. Eight Central Otago orchards affected by biosecurity scare
Eight Central Otago stonefruit orchardists have been affected by a biosecurity scare involving 
apple and stonefruit plant material imported from Clean Plant Centre Northwest in Washington State, the United States, since June 2012.

MPI  announced  last week significant record keeping failures at the facility had been found and it could not be certain imported plant material was free of pests and diseases. About 47,500 plants and small trees at 32 nurseries, importers and growers nationally have been affected.

No major pests or diseases had been found on affected apple plant material, but more testing was required for lower-risk apple pests and diseases, and for affected stonefruit material, an MPI statement said. Affected apple plantings in New Zealand are able to be contained and monitored, but affected stonefruit plantings must be destroyed, unless they can be contained in suitable facilities.

This would be difficult, and meant the affected stonefruit material in Central Otago would most likely need destroyed. Of the eight orchards, seven had only ''test trees'' for new varieties, but one had significant plantings of a new variety and would need to destroy those trees.

The major loss  from this situation would be one of potential earnings from the new varieties that were being tested, CEO of Summerfruit NZ Ms Dawkins said. ''Our [Summerfruit New Zealand] growth plan is based on regular new material, so we've lost the opportunity to build on potential new varieties. It won't stop the industry from growing, but it is a blow to the industry.'' MPI said it would supervise any containment process and destruction of plant material, and would ''consider claims for the direct cost of lost plant material''. Full article available here 


Other
2.19. Christchurch couple quit their jobs to cold-press juices 
Greenroots Juicery has produced cold-pressed juices in Christchurch since 2014, using locally sourced ingredients. They quit their full-time jobs to deliver fresh, cold-pressed juices to customers across the country – and it's paying off. They cold-press their juices for hundreds of weekly juice-cleanse subscribers and plan to open their first bricks and mortar store, including an eatery, at The Welder on Welles St, in June next year.

By January 2016 they were selling wholesale to cafes and eateries around Christchurch, and started cleanse programmes in July of the same year. Heenan committed full-time to Greenroots around the same time, and Ross cut his accounting job down to three days a week.  The pair credited their success to the quality of their fresh product and their social media following. They had almost 5000 Facebook followers and 15,000 on Instagram. Full article available here 



2.20. Urban-rural battle looming among Bay of Plenty regional council 
Political representation on the Bay of Plenty Regional Council is shaping up to become a battleground between urban and rural interests. Federated Farmers said representation on the council was out of balance in favour of Tauranga. Branch president Darryl Jensen was seeking a reduction in Tauranga's five representatives on the 14-member council. He said that because the regional council, with its three Māori constituencies, was at its legal limit of 14 councillors, the balance could be achieved by reducing representation for the populous but geographically small Tauranga constituency.
Jensen said he blamed the Local Electoral Act and its over-arching emphasis on population to determine effective representation. The representation of interests like farming had declined, despite their importance to the economy. The region's councillors last week decided unanimously to stick with the status quo . Barring a successful appeal to the Local Government Commission, it meant political representation on the regional council would not be rebalanced until the 2022 elections. Full article available here



2.21. Opinion: Euro pest control red tape bad 
Growing regulatory and political pressure for more sustainable agriculture in Europe is causing concern for local farmers. Restrictive regulatory processes and political decision-making based on gaining votes, rather than good science, mean very few new active substances are introduced.

A gradual loss of these substances will see farmers struggling to control pest populations in coming years. Trade barriers, threats to intellectual property, hazard-based assessments, and political change are all causing regulatory uncertainty. With these drivers, an uncertain future prevails.

Recently adopted European Union standards on endocrine disruptors resulted in complaints to the WTO from trading partners such as Canada, Australia and the USA It is critical that decision-making on MRLs and import tolerances are based on complete risk assessments. Currently, if a compound is identified as an endocrine disruptor or meets other hazard-based cut-offs, such as for reproductive toxicants, the classification decisions trigger regulatory non-approval and default MRLs, regardless of the actual risks.

Farmers support strict pesticide regulation and are well aware of the need to adopt a range of measures to discourage the growth of pest populations. This keeps pesticides and other interventions to economically justified levels and minimises risks to people and the environment. But taking valuable tools away from farmers without sound risk-based science is ludicrous. Withdrawing products is sensible when it's due to outdated chemistry, but not when it is brought about by political pressure, media 'untruths', or misinterpreted assessments.

Regulation needs to focus on science and safety, not political popularity. Europe's conservative approach to approving new agrichemicals is longstanding, but the current regulatory environment is out of control.

The European Commission is initiating a legislative proposal to make scientific assessments and decision-making on approving pesticides more transparent – mainly in response to the renewal of glyphosate. The Commission is proposing a rule-change to make scientific studies publicly available, so people can understand how far-reaching decisions to authorise or ban substances are made.
Political responsibility and greater transparency are two sides of the same coin. The problem is that it eventuates from pressure by activist groups, rather than sound risk assessment. The additional information will inadvertently give competitors information on what products are being introduced into the European market, earlier and in quite specific terms. This could erode confidentiality and allow competitors to undermine the new products via copycat formulations.

Additional market concerns in Europe include delays in the approval of crop protection products at European Member State level and the increasing costs of EU authorisation. The political sympathy towards biological and non-chemical options, and reducing the use of conventional solutions, is leading manufacturing companies to focus on markets outside of the European Union.

A highly politicised environment, with increasingly conservative evaluations by regulators (and some Member States), means the future of many products already in use is unclear.

A major concern is New Zealand regulators adopting EU practices for assessing products. Agcarm and its member companies are keeping a close watch on the situation. We remain focused on stewardship and ensuring that regulatory processes and decisions are sensible. Sensible regulatory systems allow the use of agrichemicals that are proven to be safe, environmentally-friendly, effective and targeted. This allows a variety of new products that offer pest control solutions for farmers - now and into the future. - Mark Ross is chief executive of Agcarm, the industry association for companies which manufacture and distribute crop protection and animal health products. Full article available here 
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3. International news    
 


Business 
3.1. Bayer to appeal neonics verdict 
Bayer announced that it would appeal against the ruling by the General Court of the European 
Union in a case which covered neonicontinoids. The company said it was concerned about the verdict, and the far reaching consequences it could have on the certainty and predictability of active substance approvals in the European Union. In its appeal, Bayer aimed to ensure some general interpretations of the crop protection law were considered. The interpretations may have importance beyond the specific case. The group emphasised that it respected the European legislative process and accepted the recent decision to broadly restrict the use of certain neonicotinoids in agriculture. It stood by the safety of its products and confirmed the value that neonicotinoids had for farmers in managing pests effectively. Full article available here 



3.2. Ideal for relishes, jams & juices’: Haskap berries gain novel food approval 
According to Soloberry, haskap berries have up to 13 times more antioxidants than blueberries and offered manufacturers a new ingredient with superfood credentials for relishes, jams and juices.
Soloberry’s request for novel food approval was granted which meant it could plan to commercialise the berry through the European Union. The berry had a taste described as a cross between a blueberry, blackberry and raspberry. It was native to Japan. Soloberry requested an opinion for three haskap varieties. Soloberry would supply frozen berries and estimated that 100 tonnes would be consumed annually in the UK. Development Manager at Soloberry, Piotr Janus, said they had taken time to understand the product and set standards with highly professional growers. It was also noted that there may in time be potential to sell fresh haskap berries to consumer. Full article available here 



3.3. AgroFresh launches FreshCloud
AgroFresh Solutions, a global leader in produce freshness solutions, has announced the launch of its FreshCloud platform, a data-backed, insights-driven solution for monitoring the quality of produce throughout the supply chain.The initiative has been made possible by AgroFresh’s acquisition of Verigo, a disruptive Internet of Things (IoT) company that offers end-to-end visibility and management of cold chain logistics, adding proprietary technologies to its portfolio. Full article available here 
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All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - If empty applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/AUS/451/Add.1		Addenda regular		27/07/2018		Australia		Prawns (breaded, battered and crumbed) for human consumption				Biosecurity Advice 2018/15: New import conditions for breaded, battered and crumbed prawns for human consumption		As set out in Biosecurity Advice 2018/15 published on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources' website on 27 July 2018 at:
www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/memos/ba2018-15
Biosecurity Advice 2018/15 notifies stakeholders of the new import conditions for breaded, battered and crumbed (BBC) prawns imported for human consumption. The notification includes Australia's updated model health certificate for prawns and prawn meat for human consumption, and further information on Australia's biosecurity requirements for the importation of prawns and prawn products for human consumption.
All BBC prawns imported into Australia on or after 28 September 2018 must comply with the new import conditions.
The new conditions considered stakeholder comments received in response to BA 2018/10. Australia has clarified that the par-cooking step (for example, pre-frying, or baking) is to be applied after the prawn has been coated to solidify and adhere the coating to the prawn.
If competent authorities in the exporting country are unable to attest that BBC prawns have undergone a par-cooking step after application of the coating, the prawn products must be managed as per Australia's import conditions for uncooked prawns which requires pre-export and on-arrival disease testing based on sampling and testing methods recognised by the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). Further information on importing prawns and prawn products into Australia can be found on Australia's Biosecurity Import Condition database (BICON), available at: https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0
Competent authorities responsible for certifying BBC prawns products for export to Australia, and existing import permit holders will be contacted by the department regarding implementation of the new conditions.
Trading partners that can meet the new import conditions for BBC prawns are requested to provide written confirmation to the department before 28 September 2018.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1187		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Canada		Glucose Oxidase (ICS Codes: 67.220.20, 67.060, 67.120.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Food Enzymes to Enable the Use of Glucose Oxidase from Trichoderma reesei RF11400 in Certain Grain and Bakery Products, Certain Liquid Egg Products, and Pasta - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0120		Health Canada's Food Directorate completed a detailed safety assessment of a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of glucose oxidase from Trichoderma reesei RF11400 in the manufacture of bread, flour, certain liquid egg products (whole, yolk and egg-white) that are destined for drying, pasta, unstandardized bakery products, and whole wheat flour.


Glucose oxidase from other source organisms is already specifically permitted for use as a food enzyme in Canada in the manufacture of all the foods of interest to the petitioner other than pasta.


As no safety concerns were raised through Health Canada's assessment, the Department has enabled the use of the food additive glucose oxidase from Trichoderma reesei RF11400 described in the information document below by updating the List of Permitted Food Enzymes, effective 18 July 2018.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		30/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1188		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Canada		Pesticides mancozeb and metiram in or on potatoes (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Ethylene bis-dithiocarbamate (EBDC) Fungicides: Mancozeb, Metiram, Maneb and Zineb (PMRL2018-27)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-27 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for mancozeb and metiram that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
Mancozeb:
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.2              Potatoes
Metiram:
MRL (ppm)1        Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.2              Potatoes
1 ppm = parts per million
		02/10/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1189		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide rimsulfuron in or on stone fruits (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Rimsulfuron (PMRL2018-25)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-25 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for rimsulfuron that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1               Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                      Stone fruits (crop group 12-09)


1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		01/10/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1190		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Canada		Pesticide pyroxasulfone in or on sunflowers (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.200)				Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Pyroxasulfone (PMRL2018-26)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-26 is to consult on the listed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for pyroxasulfone that have been proposed by Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1                 Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.3                         Sunflowers (Revised) (crop subgroup 20B)


1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		01/10/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1191		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Canada		Sucrose esters of fatty acids (ICS Code: 67.220.20)				Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Emulsifying, Gelling, Stabilizing or Thickening Agents to Extend the Use of Sucrose Esters of Fatty Acids in Dry Sauce or Dry Soup Bases or Mixes and Unstandardized Dairy-Based Beverages - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0121		Health Canada's Food Directorate received two food additive submissions seeking approval for the use of sucrose esters of fatty acids as an emulsifier and stabilizer at a maximum level of use of 0.5% in dry sauce or dry soup bases or mixes and 0.07% in unstandardized dairy-based beverages.


Sucrose esters of fatty acids is already permitted for use in Canada as an emulsifier and stabilizer in carotenoid colour preparations, unstandardized confectionery, unstandardized confectionery coatings, whipped vegetable oil topping, unstandardized frozen dessert coatings and unstandardized frozen non-dairy desserts. The related food additive sucrose monoesters of lauric, palmitic or stearic acid is permitted in unstandardized beverages (which includes unstandardized dairy-based beverages), unstandardized beverage concentrates and unstandardized beverage mixes.


As no safety concerns were raised through Health Canada's assessment, the Department has enabled the use of the food additive sucrose esters of fatty acids described in the information document below by updating the List of Permitted Emulsifying, Gelling, Stabilizing or Thickening Agents, effective 18 July 2018.


The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for any inquiries or for those wishing to submit any new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		30/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1192		Regular notification		27/07/2018		Canada		All plant, animal and food commodities				Notice to International Trading Partners: Progress Towards Electronic Certification		The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is launching electronic export certificates for plant, animal and food commodities. Certificates will now be signed with either ink or electronic signature and can be viewed securely online. The automation of export processes and certificates will be phased in throughout 2018-2020.  
 
The attached document "The Canadian Food Inspection Agency is moving to Electronic Certification" outlines the minor procedural and format changes the CFIA has made to electronic export certificates, also attached are samples of the new format of Canadian electronic export certificates. These changes are only impacting CFIA general purpose and/or internationally recognized certificates.


All bilaterally negotiated certificates remain unchanged. For bilaterally negotiated certificates that will be launched electronically, the CFIA will engage with foreign competent authorities directly. All negotiated export requirements for public or plant/animal health requirements and associated attestations for bilaterally negotiated certificates remain in place.


This measure is also notified to the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade as G/TBT/N/CAN/561.		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/265		Regular notification		26/07/2018		European Union		Novel foods				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/991 of 12 July 2018 authorizing the placing on the market of hen egg white lysozyme hydrolysate as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns authorizing the placing on the market of hen egg white lysozyme hydrolysate as a novel food for use in food supplements intended for adult population.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/266		Regular notification		27/07/2018		European Union		Novel foods				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1011 of 17 July 2018 authorizing an extension of use levels of UV-treated mushrooms as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns authorizing an extension of use levels of UV-treated mushrooms as a novel food. In particular, authorisation concerns higher levels of vitamin D2 in UV-treated mushrooms (Agaricus bisporus) than already authorized.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/267		Regular notification		27/07/2018		European Union		Novel foods				Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1018 of 18 July 2018 authorizing an extension of use of UV-treated baker's yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the authorizing an extension of use of UV-treated baker's yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) as a novel food to additional food categories, namely, pre-packed fresh and dry yeast for home baking and in food supplements without indication of maximum permitted levels. In addition, the specification regarding vitamin D2 content was amended.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/221		Regular notification		26/07/2018		India		Synthetic syrup and sharbat				Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018 relating to revision of standards of synthetic syrup and sharbat.		24/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/222		Regular notification		27/07/2018		India		Processing aids				Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018 relating to insertion of Appendix "C" w.r.t. Processing Aids.						EN

		G/SPS/N/KEN/72		Regular notification		24/07/2018		Kenya		Black tea				DEAS 28:2018 Black Tea - Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, sampling and test methods for black tea. This standard also applies to blended black tea.		14/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KEN/73		Regular notification		24/07/2018		Kenya		Green tea				DEAS 921:2018  Green Tea - Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, sampling and test methods for green tea of Camellia Sinensis (L) O. Kuntze.		14/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KEN/74		Regular notification		24/07/2018		Kenya		Flavoured black tea				DEAS 922:2018  Flavoured Black Tea - Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies requirements, sampling and test methods for flavoured black tea.		14/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KEN/75		Regular notification		24/07/2018		Kenya		Instant tea				DEAS 923:2018  Instant Tea - Specification		This Draft East African Standard specifies the requirements sampling and test methods for instant tea of the species Camellia sinensis (Linneaus) O. Kuntze.		14/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/607		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Animal products				Proposed Amendments to Range and Standards of Sterilization and Processing of Designated Quarantine Goods		The APQA/MAFRA of the Republic of Korea will make a partial amendment to Article 2 (Definitions of terms) of "Range and Standards of Sterilization and Processing of Designated Quarantine Goods". Major changes are as below. 
1. "Products not subject to quarantine" in Paragraph 5 will be amended to "Products subject to confirmation by quarantine officers".
2. If the products are confirmed as not designated quarantine goods by the actual inspection, submission of the documents needed for confirmation may not be required.						EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/608		Regular notification		25/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Environment-friendly agricultural and fishery products, processed organic foods and materials for organic farming				Proposed Amendments to the Act on the Promotion of Environmentally-friendly Agriculture and Fisheries, and Management of and Support for Organic Foods		The proposed amendments mainly focus on the following:
Certified business operators shall take training on environmentally-friendly agriculture in a mandatory manner (Articles 10 and 16(1), Asterisks 3 and 11 of the Draft).
(1)  Those wishing to apply for or renew their certifications should take training related to the environmentally-friendly agriculture every two years in a mandatory manner.
Labelling requirement for organic food, etc. and pesticide-free agricultural produce, etc. shall be improved (Article 18(2) and Asterisks 5, 6 and 12 of the Draft).
(1)  To exclude "the name of the certified agency" from the labelling requirement for organic food, etc. and pesticide-free agricultural produce, etc. in order to minimize any inconvenience that certified business may face due to the change of the agency.
Having in place additional ways to apply for designation of the notifying agency (Article 60(1) of the Draft).
(1)  Inconvenience that stakeholders may face due to the cancellation of designation of notifying agencies shall be minimized, by newly introducing proviso enabling flexible application for designation, in case of emergency where the designation of the agencies is cancelled, etc.
More information shall be provided from the Environmentally-Friendly Certification Management Information System (Article 70(1) of the Draft).
(1)  To extend the scope of information on certified business operators and/or certified business operators which received administrative dispositions, to be provided by the Environmentally-Friendly Certification Management Information System, in order to fulfil customers' right to know.
Certification requirements including on sanitation and safety management shall be completed (Asterisks 3 and 11 of the Draft).
(1)  To complete quality management regulations of the products, by devising regulations on sanitation measures for operators at the harvest and/or post-harvest; on safety management of tools and equipment; and on the prevention of environmental pollution around nearby farms, so that certified environmentally-friendly agricultural and livestock products that people can trust can be distributed.
(2)  To complete the regulation on prohibiting the use of materials with pesticide components in organic and pesticide-free livestock products.
Period of keeping the records on the documents on manufacturing, processing, and people who handle the products (Asterisk 4 of the Draft).
(1)     To extend the period of keeping the records on the documents on manufacturing and/or processing, and the ones related to the management of people who handle the products from the current three months to one year, to comply with the certificate validity period.
Disciplinary measures for certified business operators that made violations shall be stricter (Asterisk 8 of the Draft).
(1)  Individuals shall be classified into a certified operator and a certified product, in order to prevent the confusion in implementing disciplinary measures.
(2)  The criteria for punishment should be in place, in order to cancel the certification of a certified business operator if pesticide (including materials with pesticide components) is used in livestock farms or pesticide is detected in livestock products.
(3)  Regulations shall be in place to order corrective measures at the first time of violation where organosynthetic agricultural chemicals or drugs for animal use are detected in livestock products, organic processed food, etc. due to Force Majeure, under the Standards for Handling Agricultural Produce.
Requirements for Certification Authority shall be improved (Asterisk 9-2 of the Draft).
(1)  If a certification authority is approved only because it has past experience of reviewing certifications, the regulation of such certification shall be eliminated. A person with veterinary license shall be added to the list of qualified certification authority, in order to enhance expertise of livestock certification.
Administrative dispositions of certified agencies shall be stricter (Asterisk 10 of the Draft).
(1)  If a certified agency rated as "moderate" and above succeeds the position of another certified agency, the number of violations the predecessor already made shall not be succeeded.
(2)  Punishment criteria for detailed items of designation shall be in place so that disciplinary measures can be applied according to the severity of a violation, when standard or criteria have been violated.
To expand inspection on harmful components in notified organic agricultural materials (Asterisks 13 and 14 of the Draft).(1)       To lay the foundation for the production of environmentally-friendly certified products that people can trust, by adding organosynthetic agricultural chemicals to the inspection list of harmful components in notified organic agricultural materials.		23/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/609		Regular notification		27/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Establish standards and specifications of foods for infants/young children, revise the name of food type "Other Foods for Infants/Young Children" and integrate "Cereal formulas for Infants/Young Children" into "Weaning foods for infants/Young Children";
2. Establish the concept and definition of "Senior-Friendly Foods";
3. Clarify and simply the standards and specifications of foodborne pathogens;
4. Revise the standard of heavy metal (Arsenic) in Krill oil;
5. Revise the standards of total heavy metals in foods;
6. Add two newly identified substances in the list of illegal compounds and establish their test methods - Dithiopropylcarbodenafil, Chlorosipentramine;
7. Modify and clarify some ingredients in [Annex 1],  [Annex 2] and [Annex 3];
8. Modify General Test Methods according to the revisions in standards and specifications;
9. Modify to reflect the revisions in Standards and Specifications of Food Additives and correct the errors in test methods, etc.		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/610		Regular notification		27/07/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendments to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Establish manufacturing/processing standards and specifications for hygiene indicator bacteria in "Senior-Friendly Foods".
2. Revise [Annex 1] "Ingredients Approved for Use in Food" and [Annex 2] "Ingredients Approved for Limited Use in Food" Lists:
- Delete Japanese Hawthorn (Crataegus cuneata Siebold & Zucc.) and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna Thunb.) from [Annex 1];
- Move seeds of Sea buckthorn (Hippophae rhannoides L.) from [Annex 1] to [Annex 2] and specify its use condition.
3. Revise the maximum residue limits for pesticides in agricultural products:
- Eight pesticides including Dichlobenil.		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/577/Add.1		Addenda regular		24/07/2018		New Zealand		Myrtaceae seeds for sowing				Measures to manage myrtle rust spores in Myrtaceae seed lots						Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/579		Regular notification		25/07/2018		New Zealand		Catfish (Pangasius spp.) fillets		Thailand		Import Health Standard for Processed Tilapia and Catfish for Human Consumption		This is an amendment to the existing "Import Health Standard for Processed Tilapia and Catfish for Human Consumption" published in February 2011 (available at: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/1777-processed-tilapia-and-catfish-for-human-consumption-from-specified-countries-import-health-standard).
 
Currently, the above Import Health Standard allows pangasid catfish products to be imported only from Malaysia and Vietnam. The amendment is for including Thailand, in addition to Malaysia and Vietnam, to import the commodity to New Zealand.
 
The draft of the amended Import Health Standard is available at: https://mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/29927		17/08/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/135/Add.1		Addenda emergency		23/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry meat, eggs and their products		Hekendorp, Utrecht, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) lifts the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Hekendorp, Utrecht, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) issued the notice executive order No. 8/36 dated 25 November 2014 entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Poultry Meat, Eggs and their Products Originating from Hekendorp, Utrecht, the Netherlands", due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) has subsequently issued the notice administrative order No. 64422 dated 12 July 2018 (28/10/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Hekendorp, Utrecht, the Netherlands.
Based on OIE reports No. 26360 and 26361 dated 4 April 2018, the Netherlands is free from HPAI. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing poultry meat, eggs and their products from the Netherlands is negligible.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/247/Add.1		Addenda emergency		23/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry meat, eggs and their products		Friesland, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) lifts the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Friesland, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) issued the notice executive order No. 13377 dated 28 December 2016 entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Poultry Meat, Eggs and their Products Originating from Friesland, the Netherlands", due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) has subsequently issued the notice administrative order No. 64422 dated 12 July 2018 (28/10/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Friesland, the Netherlands.
Based on OIE reports No. 26360 and 26361 dated 4 April 2018, the Netherlands is free from HPAI. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing poultry meat, eggs and their products from the Netherlands is negligible.						EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/345/Add.1		Addenda emergency		23/07/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Poultry meat, eggs and their products		Groningen, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) lifts the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Groningen, the Netherlands		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) issued the notice executive order No. 29560 dated 5 March 2018 entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Poultry Meat, Eggs and their Products Originating from Groningen, the Netherlands", due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) has subsequently issued the notice administrative order No. 64422 dated 12 July 2018 (28/10/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of poultry meat, eggs and their products originating from Groningen, the Netherlands.
Based on OIE reports No. 26360 and 26361 dated 4 April 2018, the Netherlands is free from HPAI. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing poultry meat, eggs and their products from the Netherlands is negligible.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/155/Rev.2/Corr.1		Corrigenda regular		24/07/2018		Thailand		Foods (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft MOPH Notification, B.E, entitled "Food products Required to bear Nutrition Labelling and Guideline Daily Amounts, GDAs Labelling"		Point 6c.(4) should read:
"Labelling of food according to Item b (1)-(3) shall display the following text: in bold and visible letters which its colour contrast with background of box and label "consume small amount and exercise for healthy condition."				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/242/Add.1		Addenda regular		25/07/2018		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Trans fats derived from partially hydrogenated oil		The Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) Notification circulated as G/SPS/N/THA/242 on 29 November 2017 and G/SPS/N/THA/242/Corr.1 on 20 February 2018, has been adopted as Notification of MOPH No. 388 regarding Prescribed Prohibited Substances to be Used in Foods (Trans fats derived from partially hydrogenated oil) in the Official Gazette dated 18 September 2017.
Date of entry into force: One hundred eighty days notified in the Official Gazette (9 January 2019).
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2561/E/166/5.PDF
Thailand SPS Enquiry Point
E-mail: spsthailand@gmail.com
 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/465		Regular notification		27/07/2018		Chinese Taipei		Plants and plant products				Draft amendment of the "Quarantine Regulations for Trans-shipment of Plants or Plant Products through Countries or Districts where Designated Diseases or Pests are Known to Occur"		The "Quarantine Regulations for Trans-shipment of Plants or Plant Products through Countries or Districts where Designated Diseases or Pests are Known to Occur" (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) is authorized by Article 21-1 of the "Plant Protection and Quarantine Act" (hereinafter referred to as the Act). In accordance with the amendment of Article 14 of the Act on 20 June 2018, we amended the authorization basis and related articles of the Regulations. The relevant control measures for the transshipment of plants or plant products remain the same.		25/09/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3014		Regular notification		27/07/2018		United States of America		Teff forage, teff grain, teff hay, teff straw				Pyroxsulam; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation amends existing tolerances for residues of pyroxsulam in or on teff forage, teff grain, teff hay, and teff straw.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/ZAF/62		Regular notification		27/07/2018		South Africa		The high risk classes of processed meats products are identified as heat treated and ready to eat (RTE) categorized in classes 1, 2, 6, 10, 12 and unspecified RTE products listed in clause 5.3 of SANS 885, which are as follows:
a) Class 1 - Whole muscle, cured, heat treated products;
b) Class 2 - Whole muscle, uncured, heat treated or partial heat treated products;
c) Class 6 - Comminuted, cured, heat treated products;
d) Class 10 - Comminuted, uncured and heat treated products;
e) Class 12 - Reformed, cured, heat treated; and
f) Class 14 - Unspecified class i.e. Any other unspecified RTE processed meats product.				Compulsory Specification for Processed Meat Products (VC9100)		This compulsory specification (VC9100) requires that high risk (heat treated and ready to eat) processed meat products for human consumption which are offered for sale, complies with the microbiological requirements for disease-causing organisms, the hygiene requirements for the factory/processing facility, equipment and for employees outlined in the referenced SANS 885. The compulsory specification also requires that the principles of HACCP, as recommended by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, as a minimum, be used for the implementation of a product safety management system.		25/09/2018				EN





Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/GEN/1635		26/07/2018		Belize		 Information from Members on relevant activities - Formal meeting of the WTO SPS Committee - 12 July 2018 - Communication from Belize


		G/SPS/GEN/1636		26/07/2018		Belize		 Technical assistance and co-operation information from Members - Formal meeting of the WTO SPS Committee - 12 July 2018 - Communication from Belize

		G/SPS/GEN/1637		26/07/2018		Belize		 Concerns with private and commercial standards - Formal meeting of the WTO SPS Committee - 12 July 2018 - Communication from Belize

		JOB/SPS/2		24/07/2018		Secretariat		 Informal meetings on the fifth review - Fifth review - Chairperson's report
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