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PMAC weekly update 30th April to 7th May

1. Government agencies: ICPR and Country Freedom status changes; MPI's new business units launched; New DDG Policy and trade; WTO Notifications; New Customs agreement with the European Union; Korea's Multi-Billion Dollar Habit; 25 MAY: Insights on India breakfast, Auckland; Explore Poland - new market guide online now; Hitting the bullseye in Germany; France and NZ: shared values and good business

2. New Zealand News:  Government launches new biosecurity intelligence unit; Food safety for a foodie nation; New High Commissioner to Barbados announced; Food Safety Survey; Four candidates vie for Horticulture New Zealand Board; Tax system not broken, so doesn’t need to be fixed; Minister moving to protect high-grade farmland; Govt needs to urgently expand RSE scheme; Radfords awarded Callaghan Innovation Growth Grant; Alibaba Group Pilots Product Trial; Hellish' spread of wild kiwifruit prompts 'pest' call from lobby group; Zespri appoints new Head of Marketing – Americas
 
3. International news: India signs deals with eight countries for farm exports; EU votes for outdoor ban on common insecticide over danger to bees; Calls for EC to link agriculture and health policy; Impact of Chinese tariffs applied to U.S. fresh fruit exports; All US fruit detained upon arrival in China for seven days; Main origins of fruit imported by the EU; BASF buys Bayer's vegetable seeds business for €1.7bn; Marketing examples from Europe; US: Nearly 100 people sick in romaine lettuce-linked E. coli outbreak; Hong Kong suspends import and retail of Romaine lettuce from Arizona; "USA leaving Europe behind on innovative New Plant Breeding Techniques"; The CRISPR toolbox gets bigger and better; No copy-pasting: how new plant breeding techniques differ from GMO

No Editors comments this week 
1. Agency   news                                                                               
[image: cid:84828bdb1df262ea89545d3217109a88]
1.1. ICPR and Country Freedom status changes 
· The ICPR for European Union (EU) has been updated with specific requirements for nursery stock of Acacia spp. and changes to  Cornus spp requirements .
· The ICPR for Russia has been updated with changes to commodity specific requirements for fresh fruit to Russia and the EEU.
See Importing Countries Phytosanitary Requirements  for the updated ICPR’s

The Country freedom status database (Country freedom status) has been updated to state that the following organisms are not known in New Zealand :
· The virus American plum line pattern ilarvirus 
· The fungus Apiosporina morbosa



1.2. MPI's new business units launched
MPI last week  established 3 new business units yesterday – Biosecurity New Zealand, Fisheries New Zealand and New Zealand Food Safety. A fourth business unit for Forestry will be officially launched by Minister Shane Jones on 11 May 2018. Full article available here



1.3. New DDG Policy and trade
Penny Nelson has just been permanently appointed to the role of Deputy Director General, Policy and Trade. Penny has worked across the private and public sectors and has held significant and influential leadership positions as an advocate for sustainable business practices, welfare reform, the policy response to the September and February earthquakes, and has a credible history in the primary sector having worked previously with DairyNZ and Landcare.  Passionate about the critical work MPI delivers, Penny joins MPI mid-August.



1.4. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products. If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week includes:
· Brazil, Canada, Taiwan, Thailand and USA MRL changes
· Taiwan Draft  changes for the Regulation for Systematic Inspection of Imported Food 
· Russian Federation As of 2/5/2018 amendments to the Common quarantine phytosanitary

The embedded files for the last weeks (which has links through to the original notifications)is available  here:  
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1.5. New Customs agreement with the European Union 
More streamlined trade and a secure trade scheme between New Zealand with key European markets will be one of the potential benefits of the new  Customs Cooperation Agreement with the European Union. New Zealand already  has secure trade schemes with China, Australia, South Korea, Japan and the United States. Under these schemes, each country recognises the other’s security measures and customs processes, ensuring that imported and exported goods are fully compliant with customs requirements at each step along the supply chain. Full article available here 
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1.6. Korea's Multi-Billion Dollar Habit 
South Korea (Korea) is home of the world’s fastest Internet. The South Korean peninsula is also one of the most densely populated places on earth with 211 people per square kilometre, compared with New Zealand’s 18 people per square kilometre.  In 2017 Korea's online shopping movement reached 78 trillion won (US$71.7 billion) and is expected to exceed 80 trillion won (US$73.6 billion) this year. Mobile-based online transactions accounted for 61 percent of the total online market. Food and beverage (F&B) online sales saw some of the biggest increase with a massive 38 percent rise.

This user-friendly shopping environment, combined with prices up to 40 percent lower than offline and the convenience of home delivery, has practically revolutionised Korea’s grocery sector. 
The number of single and dual income households has risen rapidly in recent years and these urban professionals are all about convenience. Purchasing groceries online and having them delivered to the door at a time that suits has become the new normal in Korea.  Meal kit’s are very popular and the article describes the necessary qualities of a meal kit. 
 
CJ, one of the leading F&B manufacturers in Korea, is aggressively promoting it’s online store, ONMART, which has exhibited double-digit growth every year since it launched. Unlike other online stores, over 90 percent of ONMART sales are generated by CJ brands.  F&B giant, Dongwon, also has a thriving online business. Their site sells its own brands, of which there are many, alongside products from COSTCO. Full article available here 



1.7. 25 MAY: Insights on India breakfast, Auckland
Get India market insights and exchange information with Joanna Kempkers, New Zealand's High Commissioner in New Delhi, at this breakfast event hosted by MFAT in Auckland. Topics covered will include an update on India's trade and economic environment - including reforms and opportunities for New Zealand businesses - as well as India's Asia-Pacific context and the upcoming Union elections in 2019. Full article available here 



1.8. Explore Poland - new market guide online now
Located in the heart of Europe, Poland has racked up two decades of continuous GDP growth as part of its shift to a market economy - meaning diverse opportunities for New Zealand businesses. Check out our new Poland market guide for insights and useful information to start you off. Full article available here 



1.9. Hitting the bullseye in Germany
Germany is rife with opportunities for New Zealand companies, but success doesn’t come without its challenges - with plenty of time, effort, and research to ensure your strategy will work. NZTE Trade Commissioner in Hamburg shares some insights for the German market. Full article available here 



1.10. France and NZ: shared values and good business
New Zealand’s business relationship with France is strong, longstanding and has the potential to grow significantly under the New Zealand-European Union Free Trade Agreement currently in negotiation. NZTE Trade Commissioner in Paris  explains why. Full article available here 
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2. New Zealand News 
[image: beehive.govt.nz: the official website of the New Zealand Government]
2.1. Government launches new biosecurity intelligence unit 
MPI has unveiled its future-focused biosecurity intelligence squad. The early waning squad was still in development but would work closely with its Australian counterparts. Biosecurity Minister, Damien O’Connor, said intelligence would be shared with both Australia and industry sectors. Mr O’Connor said the unit would use smarter technology and skilled analysts to source and look at all available information on overseas pest and diseases. He said that it gave a clear focus and a line of accountability within the MPI. Set up costs for the new units within MPI (which also include Forestry, Fishing and Food Safety) will be $6.8 million, with operating costs of $2.3 million per year. Full article available here 



2.2. Food safety for a foodie nation 
Food Safety Minister Damien O’Connor says the establishment of New Zealand Food Safety will help raise the profile of food safety for all New Zealanders. It is one of four new business units created within MPI  .“The integrity of the food safety system is particularly important to New Zealand because we are a nation of food producers and exporters, and we are trusted across the globe. “I have asked New Zealand Food Safety to work on five priorities to make compliance easier for businesses – particularly for small, regional or rural food businesses including providing guidance to market stallholders, rolling out templates to reduce costs and allowing those operating under several food safety laws to have one plan. 

“New Zealand Food Safety brings together about 390 people from MPI’s food standard setting, verification and assurance teams into one strong and visible business unit.  Full article available here



2.3. New High Commissioner to Barbados announced 
Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Peters has announced the appointment of diplomat Anton Ojala as New Zealand’s next High Commissioner to Barbados. The High Commission is also accredited to a number of other Caribbean states and liaises with the two major regional bodies - the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS).

Mr Ojala is the outgoing Manager of Global Development and Scholarships at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. He has had diplomatic roles in the Cook Islands, Papua New Guinea and Australia, and most recently in Niue as New Zealand High Commissioner.  Full article available here 


General
2.4. Food Safety Survey
The Fresh Produce Safety Centre – Australia & New Zealand (FPSC A-NZ) is conducting an industry survey to better understand the food safety challenges and needs of the fresh produce industries in Australia and New Zealand. Your responses will be used to assist FPSC A-NZ and our partners deliver relevant food safety related information and services.   Survey available here



2.5. Four candidates vie for Horticulture New Zealand Board
Four candidates will vie for two positions on the Horticulture New Zealand Board as elections open today, with voting closing on 28 May 2018. John Cook is standing down from the nine-member Board and not offering himself for re-election. Mike Smith is offering himself for re-election, while new candidates for the vacant roles are Kathryn de Bruin, Bernadine Guilleux, and Lesley Wilson.

· Mike Smith has been involved in the kiwifruit industry for 20 years and currently grows kiwifruit in Welcome Bay, near Tauranga. He has been a Hort NZ director since 2015.
· Kathryn de Bruin is a grower, employer, chartered accountant, and experienced board member from Dargaville where, together with her husband, she grows kumara.
· Bernadine Guilleux father and his brothers established their Balle Bros operation in Pukekohe, where she is currently the group’s marketing manager.
· Lesley Wilson is a fruit grower and current President of the Hawke’s Bay Fruitgrowers’ Association
Directors are elected for a three year term and any active grower member of Horticulture New Zealand can vote. The election results will be announced on 1 June 2018. Full biographies of the four candidates are available here.   Full article available here



2.6. Tax system not broken, so doesn’t need to be fixed
New Zealand’s tax system is admired for being simple, efficient, and fair, and Horticulture New Zealand chief executive Mike Chapman says adding new taxes will undermine this. Hort NZ has made a submission to the Tax Working Group on the Future of Tax saying it does not support land tax. The submission is endorsed and supported by a further 17 organisations. "Any land tax would be a double tax, as land owners already pay rates to local government based on the value of their land," Chapman says.

As supported by the NZIER report Taxing times, Horticulture New Zealand says that using the tax system to create housing affordability, reduce the cost of productive land, and drive environmental outcomes, is asking too much of the tax system, will result in distortions, and create further unintended consequences.

"The value of land used for primary production is the key ingredient for the lending of money to support that same economic enterprise. Any reduction in the value of land will quickly translate into less funding being available to support growth, and the financial viability of the business. For that reason alone, we submit that a tax on land will have counterproductive effects that will reduce the overall taxation received by the Government," Chapman says.

"We believe the best way to address income inequality is to have a tax system that promotes employment." Horticulture New Zealand said exemption from GST on certain categories of goods, such as fresh fruit and vegetables, could be looked at, but that any change should be based on the tax principles identified by the Tax Working Group. Full article available here 



2.7. Minister moving to protect high-grade farmland
The Minister for the Environment says he is troubled at the extent of urban growth on irreplaceable, highly productive land. David Parker’s comments come in the light of a report by the Ministry for the Environment and the Department of Statistics called ‘Our Land 2018’, a stocktake of impacts on the environment. Parker wants his officials to immediately start work on a national policy statement (NPS) on versatile land and high class soils. This notable move by the minister will elevate ‘versatile land’ to the same status policy-wise as freshwater management, renewable energy, electricity transmission and urban development and capacity.  

Not surprisingly, the report also notes the shift from sheep and beef to dairying. It says while the total land used for horticulture and vegetable growing had decreased slightly, much more land is now growing fruit and berries. And about 3% (800,000ha) is now irrigated. Full article available here


Industry news
2.8. Govt needs to urgently expand RSE scheme
The Government needs to listen to the horticulture industry and urgently expand the RSE scheme to bring much-needed pickers into regions right across New Zealand, National’s spokesperson for Horticulture, Lawrence Yule says. “Media reports that Kiwifruit growers are requesting a change to immigration settings to cope with an unprecedented labour shortage should not be ignored,” Mr Yule says. Full article available here 



2.9. Radfords awarded Callaghan Innovation Growth Grant
The New Zealand owned software product development company has been awarded an R&D Growth Grant by Callaghan Innovation. Radfords has been a key player in collaborating across the NZ kiwifruit industry to help it scale into the success story it is today.  Radfords help enable growers and pack-houses to meet stringent quality and process standards in a systematic way which in turn helps ensure New Zealand Kiwifruit is packed to a standard that delivers on the brand experience to the consumer.

In recent years Radfords has developed a generic range of software modules for the wider fresh produce market providing capability to manage orchard events, people and compliance, harvest, packing, quality control, inventory management, traceability, logistics and grower payments.  Radfords now partner with clients in NZ, Australia, Italy, France, Korea, Japan spanning the following produce categories: cherries, kiwifruit and kiwi-berries, peaches, apricots, plums, avocado, peaches, mangoes, strawberries, apples, kumara, potatoes, onions, tomatoes, citrus and chickens. 

Radfords has made the decision to invest heavily into R&D to leverage the new wave of technologies to help bring a step change in the orchard to customer process and help fresh produce brands provide a seamless connection from orchard to consumer." The data collected through the end to end process will also enable supply chains to  the world’s food basket to participate in future blockchains, creating the visibility of brands to connect their consumer to the orchard. It will span across many fresh produce categories. Radfords are well placed to help make this a reality in collaboration with its clients and business partners to help grow the world's food basket.  Full article available here 



2.10. Alibaba Group Pilots Product Trial
Alibaba Australia, a member of Alibaba Group Holding Limited, and a group of founding partners have launched pilot orders through its new Food Trust Framework, a Tmall Global initiative that uses blockchain technology to improve supply chain traceability. Taking place in Auckland, New Zealand, and hosted by CEO of Alibaba Group, Daniel Zhang, the pilot follows Alibaba’s announcement last year that it would engage PwC in Australia, New Zealand and China as a service provider to advise the company on the set up of a framework to protect product authenticity and provide a safe and trusted marketplace for consumers.

 Alibaba also signed a Memorandum of Understanding last year partnering with Blackmores, Australia Post, Fonterra and New Zealand Post in the Framework.Once the pilot is complete and if successful, the Framework could form the basis of a global supply chain model applied across all of Alibaba Group’s e-commerce markets.
The Framework aims to achieve end-to-end supply chain traceability and transparency to enhance consumer confidence and build a trusted environment for cross-border trade across Alibaba’s Tmall Global platform by incorporating a range of standards and controls to manage the supply chain process, including blockchain technology and product tagging with unique QR codes. These technologies are designed to authenticate, verify, record and provide ongoing reporting of the transfer of ownership and provision of products and goods.

Speaking at the launch in Auckland, Alibaba Group’s Alvin Liu, General Manager of Tmall Import & Export said: “Food fraud is a significant global challenge, particularly with the growing complexity of supply chains. In response, we have created a coordinated, world-leading and robust framework that involves stakeholders from across the supply chain to improve visibility and enhance the confidence of both end consumers and merchants.” Full article available here 

Crop news 

2.11. Hellish' spread of wild kiwifruit prompts 'pest' call from lobby group 
Kiwifruit Vine Health analyst and compliance officer John Mather wants councils to recognise wild kiwifruit as a pest. Outbreaks of wild kiwifruit are threatening to run amok through the country's native bush, carrying with them diseases and potentially harmful insects.Mather took his case to a pest management meeting in Marlborough this week, saying wild kiwifruit in the top of the south could have far reaching implications, especially for Marlborough's celebrated wine industry. 

"Not only does wild kiwifruit impact indigenous biodiversity and production of forestry, it's also a reservoir for disease organisms such as PSA and pests such as fruit flies and stink bugs," Mather said. The article has a range of suggestions for stopping the spread of kiwifruit. Full article available here 



2.12. Zespri appoints new Head of Marketing - Americas
Zespri continues to expand its team to oversee what they say is an increased demand for kiwifruit. Raul Murguia has been appointed to the newly created position of Head of Marketing – Americas. Murguia’s fluency in both English and Spanish will help in this role of overseeing the marketing activities in North, Central and South America. Prior to joining Zespri, Murguia held various marketing roles in a variety of industries from food and beverage to home and personal care products during a span of over 17 years. Full article available here
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        

Regulatory
3.1. India signs deals with eight countries for farm exports
India has signed deals with eight countries, namely the United States, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, South Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan and Iran for agricultural exports. It is scouting for still more markets, as it seeks to liberalize trade in farm products and grow its farm exports. India has also filed market access requests for 35 agricultural products with over a dozen countries, an official familiar with the development said on condition of anonymity. 

Agriculture minister Radha Mohan Singh recently said he hoped to increase the value of agricultural exports to $100 billion by 2022-23. Full article available here 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
3.2. EU votes for outdoor ban on common insecticide over danger to bees 
European Union countries backed a proposal to ban all outdoor use of insecticides known as neonicotinoids as they can harm bees. European Commission Spokeswoman, Mine Andreeva, said the protection of bees was important as it concerned biodiversity, food production and the environment. Bayer responded by calling the ban a sad day for farmers and a bad deal for Europe. It said many farmers had no other way of controlling pests and it would result in more spraying. Environmental groups called for the total ban and sparked debate across the continent about the wider use of chemicals in farming. Campaign group Friends of the Earth described the decision as a tremendous victory for bees and the environment.  Full article available here

Syngenta says "What we need today, more than ever before, is for farmers to ensure the supply of safe and affordable food – while minimizing the negative impact and amplifying the positive effects that agriculture has on the environment. The evidence clearly shows that neonicotinoids pose a minimum threat to bee health compared to a lack of food, diseases and cold weather.

The Commission’s reliance on an unapproved regulatory document (The Bee Risk Guidance Document) in order to propose a further ban of neonicotinoids is not sound and will not address the challenges we face in ensuring safe and reliable food supply while also taking care of the environment. In fact, the Bee Risk Guidance Document is so conservative and so far removed from the reality of agriculture that its application would see most, if not all agricultural chemicals banned, including for example, those used in organic agriculture. Full article available here 



3.3. Calls for EC to link agriculture and health policy 
European campaigners argued the European Commission should take a joint approach to its food, agriculture, and health policy by linking farmer payments to the healthiness of the food they produce.. Poor diet was now a leading contributor to ill health and early death according the European Heart Network. They suggested a healthy diet included vegetables, fruit and berries, whole grain products, nuts and seeds, fish, pulses, low-fat dairy products and non-tropical vegetable oils in moderation. Full article available here 

Business 
3.4. Impact of Chinese tariffs applied to U.S. fresh fruit exports
The People’s Republic of China’s Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) on March 23, 2018 announced a proposal to levy retaliatory tariffs impacting approximately $2.0 billion in U.S. food and agricultural exports to China in response to the recent U.S. 232 Trade Action on steel and aluminum.  Additional tariffs  ( on top of existing tariffs) of 15 percent would be applied to exports of fruits, dried fruits and nuts (among other products) from the U.S. in retaliation for tariffs introduced by the United States. Chinese customs began levying these additional tariffs on April 2, 2018.

U.S. exports of fresh fruit to Mainland China and Hong Kong were valued at USD $544.5 million in 2017 (Source: UN COMTRADE). China is a sizeable market for U.S. fresh fruit exports.  The actual impact of the tarrifs will be influenced by the  competitiveness of U.S. Dollar  and price sensitivity of Chinese consumers. The article provides as estimate of the impact on the key U.S. fresh fruit categories exported to China  - Citrus and Apples. Full article available here 



3.5. All US fruit detained upon arrival in China for seven days
Effective immediately, China's Customs has been instructed to detain and inspect all US fruit shipments for seven days upon arrival into China for pesticide residue testing. Previously only 30% of American shipment where tested at random, now this number has been increased to 100%. Other countries of which currently all 100% of shipments are inspected are Peru and Australia, due to past quarantine issues.

According to Chinese importers, China Customs has strengthened the visual inspection of all US fruit to find traces of for example bugs or rot. If traces are found, the shipments will be held for lab tests. In case these tests are proven positive, the shipment will be returned to the US or destroyed. Lab tests may take between 2 days up to 2 weeks. Time delays will result in deterioration of these products Full article available here



3.6. Main origins of fruit imported by the EU
Data concerning Italian and EU imports and exports were discussed during the 69th Fruitimprese national assembly. The article provides charts of  EU imports from third countries (apples, pears, table grapes, kiwis, oranges, peaches and nectarines, apricots, cherries, strawberries, table tomatoes and potatoes). New Zealand provides 27% of the imported apples  and 73 % of the kiwifruit . Full article available here 



3.7. BASF buys Bayer's vegetable seeds business for €1.7bn
In addition to the agreement signed in October 2017, BASF has signed an agreement to purchase further businesses and assets, which Bayer offered to divest in the context of its planned acquisition of Monsanto. The expanded scope includes Bayer’s entire vegetable seeds business,oilseed rape business in Australia; certain glyphosate-based herbicides in Europe, used predominantly for industrial applications; the canola-quality juncea research and certain non-selective herbicide and nematicide research projects. Full article available here 

[image: ]                                                             Marketing  

3.8. Marketing examples from Europe
The freshfel time is produced every two to three months by the Eurpoean fresh producers association. Fresh Times No 2/2018 can be found here.  In this edition, you can find the following initiatives: 
· Note from the editor: School's in full swing! 
· Italy: Get set, go! The F&V games! 
· France: Health meals for volunteers! 
· Spain: Discover fruit and vegetables 
· The Netherlands: Let's talk 
· Spain: Broccoli bonanza! 
· Switzerland: Take one! 
· The UK: No card, use an Avocard! 
· Ireland: #Bananaday 
· Poland: All about asparagus 
· The Netherlands: F&V back in the picture 
· Japan: New F&V song on the block
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3.9. US: Nearly 100 people sick in romaine lettuce-linked E. coli outbreak
US health officials are still investigating a major E. coli outbreak involving romaine lettuce that has already affected 98 people in 22 states. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said 14 new cases were registered on Friday. Ten people have kidney failure and 46 are in hospital. No deaths have been reported. Full article available here 

The  Yuma E-Coli outbreak that has been linked to romaine lettuce has now resulted in the death of a person in California.  At this stage, the only romaine lettuce producer linked with the E-Coli outbreak is a farm in Arizona, where production of romaine lettuce has finished for the season.  California based growers of romaine are however now being impacted by the fallout from the outbreak. Consumers are avoiding romaine and the dumping order by the CDC has resulted in retailers being cautious. One grower has noted it will take time for the public to regain confidence in buying romaine lettuce. "The passing of time and the release of correct, valid information from the government organizations overseeing it, will help," he said. "Once the public understands that it is safe to consume romaine lettuce again, will we have a return to a steady market."Full article available here 



3.10. Hong Kong suspends import and retail of Romaine lettuce from Arizona
The Food Safety Center in the Hong Kong Food and Environmental Health Bureau recently announced that the import and retail of Romaine lettuce from Arizona will be suspended, because there is suspicion the lettuce is contaminated with 0157:H7 coliform bacillus. The center also warns people to immediately stop using or selling products that contain Romaine lettuce from Arizona. Full article available here 
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3.11. "USA leaving Europe behind on innovative New Plant Breeding Techniques"
After New Plant Processing Techniques (NBTs) have been allowed in the USA without restriction, Copa and Cogeca urge the EU to improve Europe’s challenging policy and regulatory framework.

Genetic crop improvements in EU agriculture can provide huge environmental benefits at the same time as protecting crops against pests and disease and delivering substantial benefits to the economy. This is vital to combat hunger and malnutrition when world food demand is set to rise by 60% by 2050, Copa and Cogeca Seed Working Party Chairman Thor Gunnar Kofoed insisted.
“But plant breeders in the EU face a challenging policy and regulatory framework. They need to be encouraged to invest in new breeding technologies instead of being held back. Full article available here 


3.12.  The CRISPR toolbox gets bigger and better" 
Researchers are honing genome-editing systems, discovering new ones, and envisioning versatile CRISPR tools yet to come. Genome editing tools based on CRISPR systems are revolutionizing the world of life-sciences research and could one day spawn novel medicines — but there is still a long way to go. While experiments using CRISPR-based tools are revealing how genes operate in health and disease, researchers are hunting for new tools to add to this biological “Swiss army knife” while making existing ones more precise and versatile.

The CRISPR system was discovered in bacteria, where it functions as an adaptive immune system that recognizes and rapidly destroys foreign DNA from invading viruses. DNA-cutting enzymes disable these invaders by finding and cleaving specific sites in the viral genome. The original article provides a lot of information on how CRISPR works and suggests a range of improvements Full article available here



3.13. No copy-pasting: how new plant breeding techniques differ from GMO 
As the regulatory frameworks for new plant breeding techniques become clearer, it is time to take a closer look at their value creation models, which differ from the GMO market, where traits are mostly licensed out to third parties. Value creation for NBTs will revolve much more around granting access to technology instead, widening the potential pool of licensees.

The recent USDA statement regarding the regulatory framework for new breeding techniques (NBTs) may set the bar for regulators globally. The US has chosen not to regulate plant-breeding that could also have been developed through traditional breeding techniques, so NBTs do not fall under the GMO regulation.

In January, the advisor to the European Court of Justice (ECJ) proposed that mutagenesis should not fall under the strict GMO regime, creating expectations that the EU would take a similar stance as the US. The ECJ is expected to duplicate the advisor’s view soon, exempting NBTs from EU GMO regulation. As a consequence, individual EU countries may draft their own legislation, creating further fragmentation of plant-breeding policy.

The article quantifies future gains from NBTs. Full article available here 
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2018 - WTO Notifications - 2-5-18 .xlsx
All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Notification Keywords		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/AUS/447		Regular notification		01/05/2018		Australia		Foods in general		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides; Veterinary drugs		All countries		Amendment of the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) with existing national regulations		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
[1]              The table to section S20–3 in Schedule 20 is varied by
[1.1]           omitting from each of the following chemicals, the foods and associated MRLs
Agvet chemical: Endothal
Permitted residue:  Endothal
Potato
0.1
[1.3]           omitting for each of the following chemicals, the maximum residue limit for the food and substituting
Agvet chemical:  Clothianidin
Permitted residue:  Clothianidin
Cherimoya
T0.1
Custard apple
T0.1
Ilama
T0.1
Olives
T0.3
Soursop
T0.1
Sugar apple
T0.1		06/07/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/448		Regular notification		01/05/2018		Australia		Foods in general		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides		All countries		Variation to Schedule 20 of the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (24 April 2018)		Schedule 20 of the Australian New Zealand Food Standards Code has been varied to establish new or higher Maximum Residue Limits for Abamectin, Afidopyropen, Azoxystrobin, Bifenthrin, Buprofezin, Cyantraniliprole, Cyazofamid, Cyhalothrin, Dithiocarbamates, Endothal, Florpyrauxifen-benzyl, Fludioxonil, Flupicolide, Fluroxypyr, Imazalil, Isopyrazam, Metribuzin, Myclobutanil, Oxathiapiprolin, Propamocarb, Prosulfocarb and Pydiflumetofen.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/130/Rev.1/Add.1		Addenda regular		26/04/2018		Brazil		HS Code: 100190 - Grains of wheat (Triticum aestivum)		Modification of content/scope of regulation		Russian Federation		Amend Article 2 of Normative Instruction Nº39 from 3 December 2009 which established phytosanitary requirements for the importation of wheat grains (Triticum aestivum) from the Russian Federation		This is to notify that the Secretariat of Animal and Plant Health of Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply – (MAPA) issued Normative Instruction nº 15 of 18 April 2018, published in the "Diário Oficial da União" Nº 75 (Federal Official Journal) from 19 April 2018, section 1, page 11, to amend Article 2 of Normative Instruction Nº39 from 3 December 2009 which established phytosanitary requirements for the importation of wheat grains (Triticum aestivum) from the Russian Federation.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1154/Add.1		Addenda regular		27/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide sulfoxaflor in or on sorghum and corn (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080)				All countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Sulfoxaflor		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for sulfoxaflor notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1154 (dated 26 January 2018) was adopted 24 April 2018. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
0.3                  Sorghum
0.01                Field corn, popcorn grain, and sweet corn kernels plus cob with husks removed
 
1ppm = parts per million 
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1166		Regular notification		27/04/2018		Canada		Propionic acid and sodium propionate (ICS Codes: 67.220.20, 67.120.10, 67.120.20)		Bacteria; Food additives; Food safety; Human health; Listeria monocytogenes		All countries		Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Preservatives to Enable the Use of Propionic Acid and Sodium Propionate as Preservatives in Ready-to-Eat Meat Products and Ready-to-Eat Poultry Meat Products - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0112		Health Canada's Food Directorate received a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of propionic acid and sodium propionate as preservatives in ready-to-eat meat products and ready-to-eat poultry meat products to control the growth of the pathogen Listeria monocytogenes in these foods.
Both additives were already permitted for use as preservatives in certain other foods.  The Food Directorate did not identify any safety concerns with permitting their use as Class II preservatives in ready-to-eat meat products and ready-to-eat poultry meat products.  Therefore, as explained in the Notice of Modification (see "Information Document" below), Health Canada has enabled the use of propionic acid and sodium propionate in these foods by modifying Part 2 of the List of Permitted Preservatives, effective 4 April 2018.
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Department's decision in this regard and to provide contact information for inquiries or for those wishing to submit new scientific information relevant to the safety of these food additives.		17/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/256		Regular notification		26/04/2018		European Union		Food products		Food additives; Food safety; Human health		All countries		Draft Commission Regulation amending the Annex to Commission Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 laying down specifications for food additives listed in Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards specifications for certain sorbitan esters (E 491 Sorbitan monostearate, E 492 Sorbitan tristearate and E 495 Sorbitan monopalmitate) (Text with EEA relevance)		The text amends the specifications for E 491 Sorbitan monostearate, E 492 Sorbitan tristearate and E 495 Sorbitan monopalmitate as a follow-up to an application and safety evaluation performed by EFSA. The Annex to Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 (specifications for food additives) is amended accordingly.		25/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/209		Regular notification		01/05/2018		India		Food		Food safety; Human health		All countries		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Health Supplements, Nutraceuticals, Food for Special Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical Purpose, Functional food and Novel food) Amendment Regulations, 2018		The Draft Food Safety and Standards (Health Supplements, Nutraceuticals, Food for Special Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical Purpose, Functional food and Novel food) Amendment Regulations, 2018 relate to the revision of the list of food additives for health supplements, nutraceuticals and food with added probiotics and prebiotics, standards for ingredient (Psyllium husk) and certain other paras as mentioned in the draft detailed regulation.		30/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/210		Regular notification		01/05/2018		India		Ice/Ice lollies		Food safety; Human health		All countries		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018		The Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018 amend the existing standards of ice/ice lollies.		30/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/573		Regular notification		27/04/2018		Japan		Efrotomycin as a feed additive		Animal feed; Animal health; Feed additives; Food safety; Human health; Veterinary drugs		All countries		Revocation of designation of Efrotomycin as feed additives		The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) will revoke designation of efrotomycin as feed additive since efrotomycin is no longer used, produced, imported or expected to be used in the future in/into Japan.		26/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/212/Add.10		Addenda regular		30/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Plants or plant products imported into Korea		Fruit fly; Pests; Plant health		All countries		Amendment of Quarantine Pest List		The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) in the Republic of Korea, has amended the quarantine pest list which is based on the result of a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) and in accordance with the provisions of Articles 4 and 6 of the Ministerial Ordinance of the Plant Protection Act. The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency notifies to add 22 quarantine pest species as follows:
No. Scientific name Group Category
1 Anastrepha grandis Diptera Prohibited Pest
2 Curvularia oryzae Fungi Controlled Pest
3 Fusarium euwallacea Fungi Controlled Pest
4 Phytophthora austrocedrae Fungi Controlled Pest
5 Phytophthora foliorum Fungi Controlled Pest
6 Passiflora latent virus Viruses Controlled Pest
7 Turnip yellow mosaic virus Viruses Controlled Pest
8 Ceroplastes pseudoceriferus Hemiptera Controlled Pest
9 Dilobopterus costalimai Hemiptera Controlled Pest
10 Draeculacephala minerva Hemiptera Controlled Pest
11 Graphocephala atropunctata Hemiptera Controlled Pest
12 Myzocallis coryli Hemiptera Controlled Pest
13 Paracoccus solani Hemiptera Controlled Pest
14 Trialeurodes glacialis Hemiptera Controlled Pest
15 Liposcelis bostrychophila Psocoptera Controlled Pest
16 Ips duplicatus Coleoptera Controlled Pest
17 Emphytus cinctus Hymenoptera Controlled Pest
18 Bactrocera oleae Diptera Controlled Pest
19 Lasioptera hungarica Diptera Controlled Pest
20 Pratylenchus goodeyi Nematodes Controlled Pest
21 Pratylenchus hippeastri Nematodes Controlled Pest
22 Pratylenchus panamaensis Nematodes Controlled Pest		21/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/575/Add.1		Addenda emergency		02/05/2018		New Zealand		Nursery stock (whole plants, cuttings and tissue cultures) of Euryops		Modification of content/scope of regulation		All countries		Import Health Standard 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock		Measures listed in the previous version of the Import Health Standard 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock may not effectively manage biosecurity risk associated with three species of Phytophthora, namely P. capsici, P. palmivora and P. tentaculata. New measures have been added to the standard to manage risk associated with these species of Phytophthora on whole plants, cuttings and bulbs of known host species as follows:
The following import schedules have been amended to include options for production in a "Country", "Pest free area" or "Pest free place of production", free from  capsici, P. palmivora and/or P. tentaculata:
Abies, Acacia (specified genera), Acer (specified genera), Acrocomia (specified genera), Aesculus (specified genera), Allium, Anthurium, Araucaria (specified genera), Arbutus (specified genera), Artocarpus, Calanthe (specified genera), Carica, Chicorium, Chrysanthemum (specified genera), Crataegus (specified genera), Dahlia, Delphinium (specified genera), Dianthus, Dianthus caryophyllus, Diospyros, Dracaena, Epipremnum, Eugenia (specified genera), Ficus, Gerbera, Hebe (specified genera), Lilium, Mangifera, Metrosideros (specified genera), Olea, Paulownia, Petunia, Phalaenopsis, Phoenix, Verbena and Yucca.
P. capsici and/or P. palmivora have been added to pest lists for the Citrus, Fragaria, Malus, Prunus, Solanum tuberosum schedules. For these genera, risk associated with P. capsici and P. palmivora will be managed either in post entry quarantine in New Zealand and/or during production at MPI approved offshore facilities.						EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/288/Add.1		Addenda emergency		30/04/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Equine		Withdrawal of the measure		Netherlands, Switzerland		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of equine originating from Netherlands and Switzerland		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 293/1291/1438 dated 30 July 2017 (7/11/1438H) entitled "Temporary ban on the importation of equine" from Netherlands and Switzerland, due to the outbreak of Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA) in Netherlands and Switzerland. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/344 dated 18 April 2018 (02/08/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of equine originating from Netherlands and Switzerland.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, EIA has not been registered in Netherlands and Switzerland. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 12.5, the risk of importing equine from Netherlands and Switzerland is negligible.						EN

		G/SPS/N/SYC/4		Regular notification		27/04/2018		Seychelles		All food products		Bacteria; Contaminants; Food safety; Human health; Toxins		All countries		S.I .. of 2018 Draft Food Act (Temperature Control) Regulations, 2018		To address the need of having regulatory limits for keeping ready-to-eat and frozen food for sale to the public at a temperature range that would ensure their safety by preventing the multiplication of pathogenic microorganisms or formation of toxins;
To prevent temperature abuse during handling and transporting of high risk foods hence preventing spoilage and preserving the quality and integrity of these food.		26/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/457		Regular notification		26/04/2018		Chinese Taipei		Pig and poultry tissues		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Veterinary drugs		All countries		Draft Standards for Veterinary Drug Residue Limits in Foods		The maximum residue limits for Dimetridazole, Olaquindox and Roxarsone are proposed to be revoked since the use of these drugs had been banned in Chinese Taipei.		25/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/458		Regular notification		26/04/2018		Chinese Taipei		Egg products (HS Codes: 0407, 0408, 350211 and 350219) and dairy products (HS Codes: 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, 0405, 0406 and 9806) for food purposes		Food safety; Human health		All countries		Importation of egg products and dairy products for food purposes classified under specific HS codes shall be accompanied with official certificates noted for food purpose and to attest that the products are in compliance with relevant food safety and sanitary regulations, and certificates shall be issued by the competent authority of the exporting country		The Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) is proposing an imported inspection requirement on egg products and dairy products importation. Importation of egg products for food purposes classified under four specific HS codes including 0407, 0408, 350211 and 350219, and dairy products for food purposes classified under seven specific HS codes including 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, 0405, 0406 and 9806, shall be accompanied with official certificates individually noted for food purpose and in compliance with relevant food safety and sanitary regulations, and certificates shall be issued by the competent authority of the exporting country.		30/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/459		Regular notification		27/04/2018		Chinese Taipei		Egg products and products of animal oil		Food safety; Human health		All countries		The Draft of Amendment of the Regulation for Systematic Inspection of Imported Food		The announcement of the draft for the amendment of the Regulation for Systematic Inspection of Imported Food for comment.		30/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/UGA/6		Regular notification		26/04/2018		Uganda		Sundried fish maw		Contaminants; Escherichia coli; Food safety; HACCP Plan requirements; Heavy metals; Human health; Listeria monocytogenes; Salmonella; Territory protection; Traceability		All countries		The Fish (Fishery and Aquaculture Products) (Quality Assurance) Rules, 2017		The purpose of these Rules is to prescribe measures for monitoring and control of fish, fishery and aquaculture products and the inputs used in the aquaculture value chain; and to prescribe procedures for monitoring the substances and groups of residues likely to contaminate fish, fishery and aquaculture products.		25/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2997		Regular notification		26/04/2018		United States of America		Almond, hulls; Brassica, leafy, greens, subgroup 4-16B; Kohlrabi; Leaf petiole vegetable subgroup 22B; Leafy greens subgroup 4-16A; Nut, tree, group 14-12; Okra; Onion, green, subgroup 3-07B; Stalk and stem vegetable subgroup 22A; Vegetable, brassica, head and stem, group 5-16; Vegetable,  fruiting, group 8-10		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides		All countries		Clethodim; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of clethodim in or on multiple commodities. In addition, this regulation removes several previously established tolerances that are superseded by this final rule.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2998		Regular notification		26/04/2018		United States of America		Almond, hulls; Fruit, pome, group 11-10; Fruit, small, vine climbing, subgroup 13-07D; Fruit, stone, group 12-12; Grape, raisin;  Nut, tree, group 14-12; Sugarcane, cane; Sugarcane, molasses; Barley, bran; Barley, grain; Barley, hay; Barley, straw; Buckwheat, grain; Grain, cereal, forage, fodder and straw, group 16; Grain, cereal, group 15; Oat, forage; Oat, grain; Oat, hay; Oat, straw; Wheat, bran; Wheat, forage; Wheat, germ;  Wheat, grain; Wheat, hay; Wheat, milled byproducts; Wheat, straw		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides		All countries		Fluensulfone; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of fluensulfone in or on multiple commodities.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2999		Regular notification		26/04/2018		United States of America		Brassica, leafy greens, subgroup 4-16B; Chia, seed; Nut, tree, group 14-12; Stalk and stem vegetable subgroup 22A; Teff, forage; Teff, grain; Teff, hay; Teff, straw; Vegetable, Brassica, head and stem, group 5-16		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides		All countries		Sulfentrazone; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of sulfentrazone in or on multiple commodities.				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/3000		Regular notification		26/04/2018		United States of America		Barley, bran; Barley, flour; Barley, grain; Cattle, meat; Goat, meat; Grain, aspirated fractions; Grain, cereal, forage, fodder, and straw, group 16; Horse, meat; Milk; Pea and bean, dried shelled (except soybean) subgroup 6C; Rapeseed subgroup 20A; Sheep, meat;  Vegetable, foliage of legume (except soybeans) subgroup 7A; Wheat, bran; Wheat, flour; Wheat, germ; Wheat, grain		Food safety; Human health; Maximum residue limits (MRLs); Pesticides		All countries		Tetraconazole; Pesticide Tolerances. Final Rule		This regulation establishes tolerances for residues of tetraconazole in or on multiple commodities.				Not applicable		EN
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		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected - if not stated applies to all countries		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/AUS/446		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Australia		Foods in general				Proposal to amend Schedule 20 of the revised Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (10 April 2018)		This Proposal seeks to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code to align the following maximum residue limits (MRLs) for various agricultural and veterinary chemicals so that they are consistent with other national regulations relating to the safe and effective use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals:
Acetamiprid, Emamectin, Metalaxyl, Novaluron, Pendimethalin, Penflufen and Prochloraz, in specified plant commodities.		Food safety; 		22/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1238/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/04/2018		Brazil		 Pesticides				Resolution – RDC N° 221 of 28 March 2018		The Draft Resolution N° 313/2017, notified through G/SPS/N/BRA/1238 - criteria and procedures for toxicological reassesment of active ingredients of pesticides - , was adopted as a final text, published as ANVISA Resolution – RDC N° 221, 28 March 2018.
The full text is available only in Portuguese and can be downloaded at:		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1372		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		In vitro seedlings 		Chile		Normative Instruction (Instrução Normativa) nº 7 of 7 March 2018		The notified text informs that the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA) issued Normative Instruction nº 7, from 7 March 2018, to approve the phytosanitary import requirements of in vitro seedlings (Category 4, Class 1) of Pinus (Pinus taeda) produced in Chile.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable. The National Plant Protection Organization from Chile was previously consulted.		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1373		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		17 - Sugars and sugar confectionery				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 493, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient T56 - TRINEXAPAC-ETHYL of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of foliar use (application) with MRL of 0.07 mg/kg and safety security period not determined due to the mode of use, change MRL from 0.05 to 0.07 mg/kg, for the use (application) as ripener, both for the sugarcane culture for the active ingredient T56 - TRINEXAPAC-ETHYL in the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1374		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil						Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 492, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient I28 - ISARIA FUMOSOROSEA of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Proposal for inclusion of cepa CCT 7769 Paecilomyces fumosoroseus for the active ingredient I28 - ISARIA FUMOSOROSEA from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1375		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		09 - Coffee, tea, mate and spices				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 494, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient T30 - THIODICARB of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of coffee culture, with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 60 days, for the soil use (application), for the active ingredient T30 - THIODICARB  from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1376		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		09 - Coffee, tea, mate and spices				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 495, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient T43 - TRIFLUMURON of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of coffee culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 15 days for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient T43 - TRIFLUMURON from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1377		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		10 - Cereals				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 496, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient C07 - KASUGAMYCINOF the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of oat, rye, barley, wheat and triticale, with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 30 days for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient C07 - KASUGAMYCINOF from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1378		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		08 - Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 497, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOLE of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of citrus culture with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period not determined due to the mode of use for the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOLE from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1379		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		07 - Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers; 08 - Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 498, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient T14 - THIOPHANATE-METHYL of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of acerola, olive, raspberry, blueberry and seriguela cultures, with MRL of 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days; chickpea and lentil cultures with MRL of 0.1 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days; castor bean and sesame cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 21 days; lawns culture, with MRL and safety security period not determined for nonfood use; changes safety security period from 14 to 3 days on the strawberry culture, all cultures for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient T14 - THIOPHANATE-METHYL from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1380		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Brazil		07 - Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers; 08 - Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 499, 27 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient F47 - FLUAZINAM of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of acerola, olive, raspberry,blueberry and seriguela cultures, with MRL of 2.0 mg/kg and safety security period of 3 days; peanut, chickpea and lentil cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days; castor bean and sesame cultures with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 21 days; lawns culture, with MRL and safety security period not determined for nonfood use, all cultures for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient F47 - FLUAZINAM from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		02/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1381		Regular notification		13/04/2018		Brazil		081040 - - Cranberries, bilberries and other fruits of the genus Vaccinium		Spain		Normative Instruction (Instrução Normativa) nº 9 of 19 March 2018		The notified text informs that the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA) issued Normative Instruction nº 9, from 19 March 2018, to approve the phytosanitary import requirements of fresh fruit (Category 3, Class 4) of blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) produced in Spain.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable. The National Plant Protection Organization from Spain was previously consulted.		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1382		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		12 - Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; industrial or medicinal plants; straw and fodder				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 477, 2 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient T43 - DIATOMACEOUS EARTH of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of soybean culture (application) for post-harvest treatment in stored product, with MRL and safety security period without restrictions for the active ingredient T43 - DIATOMACEOUS EARTH from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1383		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		08 - Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 478, 2 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient E24 - SPINOSAD of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of the  "direct application in bulkheads (canvas plastic) for the control of the biological targets Anastrepha fraterculus and Ceratitis capitata, on fruit species that host fruit flies" for the active ingredient E24 - SPINOSAD from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1384		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		06 - Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental foliage				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 479, 14 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOLE of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Proposal to include the use of wood preservatives, with safety security period not determined for the active ingredient P21 - PROPICONAZOLE from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1385		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		7 - Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental foliage				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 480, 14 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient C76 - CHRYSODEIXIS INCLUDENS NUCLEOPOLYHEDROVIRUS of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of the active ingredient C76 - CHRYSODEIXIS INCLUDENS NUCLEOPOLYHEDROVIRUS from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1386		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		8 - Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental foliage				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 481, 14 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient A61 – AUTOGRAPHA CALIFORNICA MULTIPLE NUCLEOPOLYHEDROVIRUS of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of the active ingredient A61 – AUTOGRAPHA CALIFORNICA MULTIPLE NUCLEOPOLYHEDROVIRUS from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		14/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1387		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		Cerels				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 482, 14 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient C63 - LAMBDA-CYHALOTHRIN of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Changes MRL from 0.3 to 1.0 mg/kg on the sorghum culture for the foliar and seeds use (application) for the active ingredient C63 - LAMBDA-CYHALOTHRIN from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1388		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		3808 - Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, anti-sprouting products and plant-growth regulators, disinfectants and similar products, put up in forms or packings for retail sale or as preparations or articles (for example, sulphur-treated bands, wicks and candles, and fly-papers).				Draft Resolution Nº 483, 16 March 2018 - Toxicological information for labels and leaflets of pesticides, related products and wooden preservatives		This Draft Resolution provides for toxicological information for labels and leaflets of pesticides, related products and wooden preservatives, within ANVISA.
The guidelines for the preparation of toxicological information for labels and leaflets of pesticides, related products and wooden preservatives are approved within ANVISA.
The purpose of this Resolution is to establish:
I - the obligatory information related to the protection of human health that must be included in pesticide labels and leaflets, similar products and wooden preservatives; and
II - the adoption of the labeling guidelines of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS).
The company is responsible for all labeling and package leaflet information, and must present it clearly and ensure that it is adequate and sufficient for health protection purposes.
ANVISA may, at its discretion and with a reasoned technical justification, require the company that holds the record to change the texts of labels and package leaflets.
The labels and package inserts of biological products and wooden preservatives must follow the provisions of this Resolution and the determinations provided in other specific devices and norms, and the necessary adaptations must be made to the peculiarities of the product.
For information on appropriate poisoning prevention or risk minimization measures, the pictograms recommended by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) should be used on pesticide labels and leaflets, as well as on wood preservatives.
ANVISA may make available on the ANVISA website the latest version of the package leaflets and approved labels in relation to health information.
Companies with already registered models of labels and pesticides, wood preservatives and preservatives must comply with this Resolution by means of a notification, with protocol under a specific subject code, and submit electronically to ANVISA all relevant documentation, up to 360 days after the validity of this Resolution, and may implement the labels and package inserts, without prior authorization from ANVISA.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1389		Regular notification		16/04/2018		Brazil		3808 - Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, anti-sprouting products and plant-growth regulators, disinfectants and similar products, put up in forms or packings for retail sale or as preparations or articles (for example, sulphur-treated bands, wicks and candles, and fly-papers).				Draft Resolution Nº 484, 16 March 2018 - Criteria for the evaluation and toxicological classification of pesticides, components, related products and wooden preservatives		This Draft Resolution establishes the criteria for the evaluation and toxicological classification of pesticides, components, related products and wooden preservatives, within ANVISA.
The process of toxicological evaluation of products must be instructed with all the documentation established in Decree No. 4,074 of 4 January 2002, its updates or other specific legislation.
The documentation required for the toxicological evaluation for product registration and post-registration shall be in accordance with specific legislation and standards.
In order to instruct or justify the granting of registration to third parties, ANVISA may use data or information related to the results of studies submitted by another company.
All toxicological studies submitted to comply with this Resolution shall be carried out in accordance with current protocols published by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) or other authorities having similarity of requirements and validation.
Without prejudice to the provisions of Decree No. 4,074 of 4 January 2002, for the studies of corrosion/skin irritation and ocular corrosion/irritation, the toxicological profile of a technical product is considered equivalent to the profile of the technical reference product, when does not fall into a category of greater danger, in accordance with specific legislation and in accordance with the equivalence criteria of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
For purposes of toxicological classification, the criteria based on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) are adopted in this Resolution.
For pesticides, related and preservatives of wood already registered, the company must evaluate its toxicological dossier and verify the need for toxicological reclassification, considering the provisions of this Resolution.
The company is responsible for evaluating the composition/formulation of its registered products and checking for the presence of unauthorized components.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		23/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1390		Regular notification		17/04/2018		Brazil		Potato seed				Draft regulation (Consulta Pública) nº 18 of 7 March 2018, published on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) on 19 March 2018, regarding standard for production and trade of potato propagation material (Solanum tuberosum L.)		Submit to the public consultation draft Normative Instruction and annexes that establish standard for production and trade of potato propagation material (Solanum tuberosum L.), valid throughout the national territory, aiming to guarantee its identity and quality.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		17/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1391		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Brazil						Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 503 of 9 April 2018, regarding the active ingredient D54 -  DELADENUS SIRICIDICOLA of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of the active ingredient D54 -  DELADENUS SIRICIDICOLA from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		12/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1392		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Brazil		06 - Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental foliage; 07 - Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers; 08 - Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons				Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 504 of 9 April 2018, regarding the active ingredient P46 - PYRACLOSTROBIN of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of annonaceae, kiwi, pomegranates cultures with MRL of 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days; sweet potato, yacon potato, cará (yam), ginger, yam, arracacha, turnip and radish cultures with MRL of 0.2 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days; cowpea, chickpea and lentil cultures with MRL of 0.02 mg/kg and safety security period of 14 days; changes MRL from 0.02 to 0.2 mg/kg and safety security period from 30 to 7 days for the cassava culture; changes MRL from 0.2 to 0.5 mg/kg for the pineapple culture; changes MRL from 0.1 to 0.2 mg/kg for the beet culture; Inclusion of ornamental horticulture: alstroemeria, alyssum, amaryllis, azalea, antirrhinum majus, cannaceae, celosia, coleus, clove, euonymus, gardenia, geranium, gerbera, gladiolus, hydrangea, lantana, lily, lisianthus, daisy, pittosporum, ruscus, salvia, Sedum makinoi, verbena, vinca and zinnia with MRL and safety security period not determined for nonfood use; and inclusion of cultures for wood production: black wattle, pinus and rubber tree with MRL and safety security period not determined for nonfood use, all cultures for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient P46 - PYRACLOSTROBIN from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		12/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1393		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Brazil						Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 505 of 9 April 2018, regarding the active ingredient C10 - CYPERMETHRIN of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Unify the Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) of the relevant monographs to Cypermethrin isomers, to be expressed generally as Cypermethrins for the active ingredient C10 - CYPERMETHRIN from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		12/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1394		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Brazil						Draft Resolution Nº 485, 16 March 2018 - Establishes the criteria for the evaluation of the dietary and occupational risk arising from human exposure		This Draft Resolution establishes the criteria for the evaluation of the dietary and occupational risk arising from human exposure within ANVISA.
This Resolution applies, for purposes of registration, post-registration, revaluation, monitoring and inspection, without prejudice to the provisions of Law No. 7.802 of 11 July 1989 and Decree No. 4.074 of 4 January 2002, and its amendments updates to procedures:
I - evaluation of acute and chronic dietary risk arising from the presence of residues of pesticides, their metabolites and degradation products in foods; and
II - assessment of the occupational risk arising from the exposure of operators and reentry workers to pesticides, their metabolites and degradation products, in labor activities involving contact with these products.
Residue monitoring data are used to evaluate the dietary risk related to the exposure of pesticide residues present in food and water consumed by the population.
To assess the exposure of the population to pesticide residues found in food and water analyzed in monitoring programs, the MRL, MREC or VMP should be replaced by the concentration of agrotoxic residue found in the sample.
The Annexes contained in this Resolution are updated by means of publications in the Brazil Official Gazette whenever necessary and at the discretion of ANVISA.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/714/Rev.2		Regular notification		24/04/2018		Brazil		Seeds		Australia, Canada, Chile, France, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Tanzania, United States of America		Normative Instruction Nº 11, 3 April 2018		The notified document establishes the phytosanitary requirements for the importation of seeds of different species, produced in Australia, Canada, Chile, France, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Tanzania and the United States of America.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CHL/572		Regular notification		13/04/2018		Chile		Products containing ingredients of animal origin				Modifica Resolución n° 3.081 del 11 de julio de 2006, que Exime de presentación de monografías de procesos a productos con ingredientes de origen animal que se indica (Amendment to Resolution No. 3.081 of 11 July 2006 exempting certain products containing ingredients of animal origin from the submission of production process monographs)		The notified Amendment replaces the text of point 2 of Resolution No. 3.081 of 11 July 2006 of the Agriculture and Livestock Service with the following text:
"No document or certificate must be submitted to the Agriculture and Livestock Service for products listed in sections I, II and III".
This Amendment aims to clarify that health certification is not required by the Agriculture and Livestock Service.		Animal health; 				30 days from the date when the notification is published.		EN

		G/SPS/N/COL/284		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Colombia		Cosmetics for veterinary use				Proyecto de Resolución del Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario - ICA "Por medio de la cual se establecen los requisitos y el procedimiento para el registro ante el ICA de los cosméticos de uso veterinario y se dictan otras disposiciones" (Draft Colombian Agricultural Institute (ICA) Resolution "Establishing the requirements and procedure for the registration with the ICA of cosmetics for veterinary use and adopting other provisions")		The notified draft Resolution establishes the requirements and procedure for the registration with the ICA of cosmetics for veterinary use.
The draft text covers the following: Purpose; Scope; Definitions; Registration of cosmetics for veterinary use; Requirements for the registration of cosmetics for veterinary use; Labelling; Review of registration requests; Procedures for issuing registration certificates; Issue of registration certificates; Amendments to registration; Obligations; Cancellation of registration; Authorization to import raw materials for the manufacturing of products exclusively for exportation; Other provisions; Advertising; Official control; Penalties; Transitional provision; and Period of validity.		Animal health; 		22/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/ECU/204		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Ecuador		Teak (Tectona grandis) seeds for sowing		Tanzania		Propuesta de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de semillas de teca (Tectona grandis) para la siembra originarias de Tanzanía (Draft phytosanitary requirements for the importation of teak (Tectona grandis) seeds for sowing from Tanzania)		The notified text establishes the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Ecuador of teak (Tectona grandis) seeds for sowing from Tanzania.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		10/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/221/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/04/2018		European Union		Novel food				Procedural steps of the consultation process for determination of novel food status		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/221 (7 August 2017) has been adopted as "Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/456 of 19 March 2018 on the procedural steps of the consultation process for determination of novel food status in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council on novel foods" (Text with EEA relevance) [OJ L 77, 20 March 2018, p. 6].
The Commission Implementing Regulation will enter into force on 9 April 2018.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/254		Regular notification		19/04/2018		European Union		Food products				Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council and the Annex to Commission Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 as regards octyl gallate (E 311) and dodecyl gallate (E 312) (Text with EEA relevance)		The text removes octyl gallate (E 311) and dodecyl gallate (E 312) from the Union list of authorised food additives in Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008, since due to the absence of appropriate toxicological data it is not possible to assess the risk posed by the use of these substances as a food additive to human health. Therefore, the inclusion of these substances in the Union list of authorised food additives can no longer be justified. Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 (authorised uses and use levels for food additives) and the Annex to Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 (specifications for food additives) are amended accordingly.		Food safety; 		18/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/255		Regular notification		20/04/2018		European Union		Food products				Draft Commission Regulation amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council and the Annex to Commission Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 as regards Cochineal, Carminic acid, Carmines (E 120) (Text with EEA relevance)		The text amends the title and the specifications for Cochineal, Carminic acid, Carmines (E 120) as a follow up to the recommendations made in the EFSA opinion re-evaluating safety of this food additive. Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 (Union list of food additives approved for use in foods and conditions of use) and the Annex to Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 (specifications for food additives) are amended accordingly.		Food safety; 		19/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/572		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Japan		Preparations for infant use (HS Code:1901.10)				Revision of the Ministerial Ordinance on Milk and Milk Products Concerning Compositional Standards, etc. (Setting of the Standards for Liquid Infant Formula)		Setting specifications and standards of manufacturing, storage, containers and packaging for liquid infant formula.		Food safety; 		18/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/248/Add.13		Addenda emergency		16/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Living underground parts of Jasminum spp.		North America:  United States, Canada, Mexico
Central America:  All countries
South America:  All countries
Africa:  All countries
Asia:  Brunei, India, Indonesia, Israel, Lebanon, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Yemen
Europe:  Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia
Oceania and the Pacific:  Australia, Fiji, Guam, Hawaiian Islands, Micronesia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Polynesia, Solomon Islands		Add of prohibited hosts		The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) in the Republic of Korea, has added host plants of Radopholus similis, one of the prohibited quarantine pest of the Republic of Korea, which is based on the result of Pest Risk Analysis (PRA).
 
The import of living underground part of Licuala spp. and Bucephalandra spp. from the regions specified as below will be prohibited from the consignments with phytosanitary certificate, shipped on and after 19 April 2018.
- Products covered: Living underground parts of Licuala spp. and Bucephalandra spp.
- Regions or countries likely to be affected, to the extent relevant or practicable:
 North America: Canada, Mexico, United States
 Central America: All countries 
 South America: All countries
 Africa: All countries
 Asia: Brunei, China (restricted areas: Guangzhou City, Maoming City and Shenzhen City in Guangdong Province), India, Indonesia, Lebanon, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Yemen
Europe: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia
Oceania and the Pacific: Australia (except Tasmania), Cook Islands, Fiji, Guam, Hawaiian Islands, Micronesia, Niue, Norfolk Island, Palau, Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Polynesia, American Samoa, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/248/Add.13/Corr.1		Corrigenda emergency		24/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Living underground parts of Jasminum spp.		North America:  United States, Canada, Mexico
Central America:  All countries
South America:  All countries
Africa:  All countries
Asia:  Brunei, India, Indonesia, Israel, Lebanon, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Yemen
Europe:  Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia
Oceania and the Pacific:  Australia, Fiji, Guam, Hawaiian Islands, Micronesia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Polynesia, Solomon Islands		Add of prohibited hosts		The following corrigendum concerns the Republic of Korea's notification G/SPS/N/KOR/248/Add.13, circulated on 16 April 2018.
In the host list of Radopholus similis, "Products covered" should read:
- Products covered: Living underground parts of Licuala spp. and whole plants of Bucephalandra spp.		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/594		Regular notification		12/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendment to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Revise the specifications for hygiene indicator bacteria and foodborne pathogens;
2. Revise and newly establish the specifications for mycotoxins;
3. Establish total acid content standard and manufacturing/processing standards for ‘Candies'; and
4. Revise the maximum residual limits for eggs.		Food safety; 		11/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/595		Regular notification		12/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Food products				Proposed Amendment to the Standards and Specifications for Foods		The proposed amendment seeks to:
1. Newly list allulose as a food ingredient;
2. Revise the maximum residual limits for pesticides and veterinary drugs:
- Establish MRLs for 22 insecticides (Methamidophos, etc.) for chicken meat and eggs;
3. Revise General Test Methods: 
  - Expand veterinary drugs subjected to simultaneous test method;
  - Establish test methods for insecticides for chicken meat and eggs;
  - Establish simultaneous test method for mycotoxins in foods; and
  - Establish test method for additionally approved genetically modified foods.		Food safety; 		11/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/596		Regular notification		17/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Health functional food products				Proposed Draft Amendments to the Standards and Specification for Health Functional Foods		The proposed amendments seek to:
1. Revise the recommended daily intake of Green tea extracts;
2. Add new warning notices for the intake of Green tea extracts to the existing ones;
3. Newly establish the warning notices for the intake of Aloe whole leaves, Garcinia cambogia extracts, and Probiotics; and
4. Revise the manufacturing method of Probiotics.		Food safety; 		16/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/327/Add.1		Addenda regular		16/04/2018		Mexico		060220 - - Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts				Phytosanitary requirements for the importation of in-shell macadamia (Macadamia integrifolia) nuts originating in and coming from Guatemala		Please be advised of the closure of the public consultation period regarding the phytosanitary requirements for the importation of in-shell and shelled macadamia (Macadamia integrifolia) nuts originating in and coming from Guatemala, set out according to the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health, published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012.
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2018/SPS/MEX/18_2003_00_s.pdf		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/334		Regular notification		11/04/2018		Mexico		Biological, chemical, pharmaceutical and food products for Mexican oil, flour, hydrolysates and fish solubles.				Certificado de Sanidad Acuícola para la exportación de Productos Biológicos, Químicos, Farmacéuticos, y Alimenticios (Aquatic health certificate for the exportation of biological, chemical, pharmaceutical and food products)		Amendments to the aquatic health certificate for the exportation of biological, chemical, pharmaceutical and food products for Mexican oil, flour, hydrolysates and fish solubles.		Food safety; 		10/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/575		Emergency notification		11/04/2018		New Zealand		Nursery stock (whole plants, cuttings and tissue cultures) of Euryops				Import Health Standard 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock		This standard describes the import specifications and entry conditions for nursery stock imported into New Zealand.		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/576		Regular notification		12/04/2018		New Zealand		Fresh Pumpkin (Cucurbita pepo), squash (Cucurbita maxima) and butternut (Cucurbita moschata)				Import Health Standard - Fresh Pumpkin, Squash and Butternut for Human Consumption or Decorative Purposes		The import health standard: Fresh Pumpkin, Squash and Butternut for Human Consumption or Decorative Purposes allows the importation of fresh pumpkin, squash and butternut into New Zealand from recognised countries.		Plant protection; 		11/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/756		Regular notification		17/04/2018		Peru		HS codes: 1202.41.00.00 and 1202.42.00.00, Ground-nut (Arachis hypogaea) seeds		India		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de grano de maní (Arachis hypogaea) de origen y procedencia India (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of ground-nut (Arachis hypogaea) seeds originating in and coming from India)		The draft phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of ground-nut (Arachis hypogaea) seeds originating in and coming from Argentina are being submitted for public consultation following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; 		16/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/757		Regular notification		17/04/2018		Peru		Lentils (Lens culinaris Medik.)		Argentina		Proyecto de Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de granos de lentejas (Lens culinaris Medik.) origen y procedencia Argentina (Draft Directorial Resolution establishing the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of lentils (Lens culinaris Medik.) originating in and coming from Argentina)		The notified draft Directorial Resolution sets out the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of lentils (Lens culinaris Medik.) originating in and coming from Argentina, following the completion of the relevant pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; 		16/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/758		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Peru		Carrot (Daucus carota) seeds		United States of America		Resolución Directoral para el establecimiento de requisitos fitosanitarios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de zanahoria, semilla (Daucus carota) de origen y procedencia EEUU (Directorial Resolution establishing the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of carrot (Daucus carota) seeds originating in and coming from the United States of America)		Publication of the Directorial Resolution establishing the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of carrot seeds originating in and coming from the United States of America.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/759		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Peru		HS code: 1209.99.10.00, Citrus (Citrus spp.) seeds		United States of America (California)		Resolución Directoral para la actualización de requisitos fitosanitraios de necesario cumplimiento en la importación de semillas de cítricos (Citrus spp) origen y procedencia EE.UU. (Estado de California) (Directorial Resolution updating the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of citrus (Citrus spp.) seeds originating in and coming from the United States (State of California))		Publication of Directoral Resolution updating the mandatory phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Peru of citrus (Citrus spp.) seeds originating in and coming from the United States (State of California).		Plant protection; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/PHL/410		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Philippines		Eggs, day-old chicks				Draft of the Philippine National Standard Code of Good Animal Husbandry Practice for Hatchery for Posting in the World Trade Organization's (WTO) Website for Comments		This code covers the handling and processing of hatching eggs from the time of receiving up to the dispatch of day-old chicks/poults in hatchery operation. This code also includes the hatching eggs from game fowl.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		18/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/140/Add.1		Addenda regular		24/04/2018		Russian Federation		Plant products/list of goods (products) subject to phytosanitary control				Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on Amendments to the Common quarantine phytosanitary requirements within the territory of the Eurasian Economic Union No. 24 as of 30 March 2018; Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on Amendments to the Common list of plant quarantine objects of the Eurasian Economic Union No. 25 as of 30 March 2018.		The mentioned above drafts will enter into force on 2 May 2018.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/149		Regular notification		24/04/2018		Russian Federation		Goods (products) subject to veterinary control				Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Commission Decision on amendments to the Common list of goods subject to veterinary control (surveillance)		The Draft provides for the addition of the list of goods subject to veterinary control (surveillance) with goods corresponding to the codes of the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union 1901 90 910 0 and 1901 90 990 0, as well as for the realigning of the description of goods corresponding to the code "ex 2106" with the Common Commodity Nomenclature of Foreign Economic Activity of the Eurasian Economic Union.		Food safety; 		23/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/247		Regular notification		19/04/2018		Thailand		Food in general (ICS Code: 67.040)				Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification (MOPH), No. ... B.E. ..., entitled "Food Containing Pesticide Residues (No. 2)"		For consumer protection, the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) is proposing to revise the MOPH notification concerning the maximum residue level of pesticides in food through a risk-based framework focused on either short-term (acute) or long-term (chronic) exposures using Thai food consumption data and field trial data. The main elements of the draft notification are as follows:
1. The following Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) are added to the annex 2 of the notification of the Ministry of Public Health, No. 387 (B.E. 2560) (2017), Title: Food Containing Pesticide Residues, issued on 18 August 2017, as follows:

   Pesticide                                     Commodity
  Carbosulfan                                 Mangosteen
  Carbosulfan                                 Mangosteen
  Dithiocarbamates                        Longan
  Imidacloprid                                Mangosteen
  Dinotefuran                                 Mango
2. This draft notification shall come into force after the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 		18/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/450/Add.1		Addenda regular		11/04/2018		Chinese Taipei		Plants or plant products				The amendment of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Plants and Plant Products"		The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu proposed the amendment of the "Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Plants and Plant Products" on 4 January 2018 (G/SPS/N/TPKM/450). The amendments entered into force on 28 March 2018.		Plant protection; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/456		Regular notification		17/04/2018		Chinese Taipei		Live crustaceans and molluscs				Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Live Crustaceans and Molluscs		The Requirements regulate the importation of live crustaceans and molluscs. The main points of the amendments include:
1. Deleting the requirements which are not directly related to the animal's health situation, e.g. requirements governed by the Wildlife Conservation Act or the Act Governing Food Sanitation;
2. Extending the period within which the exporting country must conduct clinical inspections for animals prior to their leaving from the water area or aquaculture facility of origin from three days to seven days;
3. For consignments granted importing approval by the competent authority of aquaculture as part of its national genetic renewal project or for specific research purposes, post-entry quarantine and testing may be alternatives to the requirement of being accompanied by an original health certificate issued by the exporting country attesting the health status of the consignments.		Animal health; 		16/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2846/Add.1		Addenda regular		13/04/2018		United States of America		Lemons		Chile		Final Rule: Importation of Lemons From Chile Into the Continental United States [Docket No. APHIS–2015–0051]		The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is amending the fruits and vegetables regulations to list lemon (Citrus limon (L.) Burm. f.) from Chile as eligible for importation into the continental United States subject to a systems approach. Under this systems approach, the fruit will have to be grown in a place of production that is registered with the Government of Chile and certified as having a low prevalence of Brevipalpus chilensis. The fruit will have to undergo pre-harvest sampling at the registered production site under the direction of Chile's national plant protection organization. Following post-harvest processing, the fruit will have to be inspected in Chile at an APHIS-approved inspection site. Each consignment of fruit will have to be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate with an additional declaration stating that the fruit had been found free of B. chilensis based on field and packinghouse inspections. This final rule will allow for the safe importation of lemons from Chile using mitigation measures other than fumigation with methyl bromide.  (Federal Register Vol. 83, No. 67, Friday, 6 April 2018, pages 14733-14736)		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2954/Add.1		Addenda regular		19/04/2018		United States of America		Meat, poultry, and egg products				Public Health Information System (PHIS) Export Component Country Implementation		Through this addendum notification, FSIS is sharing with Member countries copies of the forthcoming revised FSIS Form 9060-5 export certificate series that FSIS will issue for all countries beginning on 29 June 2018. FSIS has made limited revisions to the 9060-5 series to better align with commonly accepted international guidance and to ensure importing country requirements are met. The revised export certificate series will be implemented with the initial launch of the Public Health Information System (PHIS) export component, FSIS' electronic application and certification system. The FSIS Form 9060-5 export certificate series includes: (1) 9060-5 (meat/poultry export certificate); (2) 9060-5S (Siluriformes fish export certificate); (3) 9060-5A (product continuation page); and (4) 9060-5B (remarks continuation page), a new addendum to provide more space for additional attestations, when required by the importing country. Samples of these revised export certificates are provided with this addendum notification. FSIS is also providing further instructions on how Central Competant Authority (CCA) officials can access USDA internet-based applications that are important for facilitating trade with the United States.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2995		Regular notification		24/04/2018		United States of America		Fresh cape gooseberry		Ecuador		Proposed Rule: Importation of Fresh Cape Gooseberry Fruit from Ecuador to the Continental United States [Docket No. APHIS–2016–0009]		APHIS is proposing to amend the fruits and vegetables regulations to allow the importation of fresh cape gooseberry fruit from Ecuador into the continental United States. As a condition of entry, fresh cape gooseberry fruit from Ecuador would be subject to a systems approach that would include requirements for establishment of pest-free places of production and the labeling of boxes prior to shipping. Fresh cape gooseberry fruit from non pest-free places of production would have to undergo approved cold treatment or irradiation. The fresh cape gooseberry fruit would also have to be imported in commercial consignments and accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate issued by the national plant protection organization of Ecuador certifying that the fruit has been produced in accordance with the systems approach. Fresh cape gooseberry fruit that does not meet the conditions of the systems approach would be allowed to be imported into the continental United States subject to treatment. This action would allow for the importation of fresh cape gooseberry fruit from Ecuador into the continental United States while continuing to provide protection against the introduction of plant pests. [Federal Register Vol. 83, No. 77 Friday, 20 April 2018 pages 17503-17506]		Plant protection; 		19/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2996		Regular notification		24/04/2018		United States of America		Peppers		Korea, Republic of		Proposed Rule: Importation of Peppers from the Republic of Korea; Mesh Screening Size [Docket No. APHIS-2016-0094]		APHIS is proposing to amend the regulations that allow the importation of peppers from the Republic of Korea to increase the mesh size of the screening over vent openings from 0.6 mm to 1.6 mm, and to require the use of colored sticky traps as an additional measure for pest monitoring. We have determined that, when used alongside other mitigations in the regulations, there is no additional pest risk related to the change in mesh size. This action would modify the conditions under which peppers from the Republic of Korea may be imported into the continental United States while continuing to protect against the introduction of quarantine pests. [Federal Register Vol. 83, No. 77 Friday, 20 April 2018 pages 17501-17503]		Plant protection; 		19/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/97		Regular notification		23/04/2018		Viet Nam		All crop products				Draft Law on Crop Production		The Draft Law on Crop Production establishes the provision to regulate plant varieties, fertilizer, cultivation, post-havest, processing, preservation and trading of plant products and state management in crop production area.		Food safety; Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		22/06/2018				EN





Other SPS Documents

		None






image5.png




image6.png
zealand
TRADESENTERPRISE (&




image7.png




image8.jpeg
beehive.govt.nz

‘The official website of the New Zealand Government





image9.png
8t !




image10.png




image11.png
SAFETY/

THE KEY INGREDIENT




image12.png
Ia m,

>




image1.jpeg
# yPVMIAC
Y ""




