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PMAC weekly update 3rd to 9th April  

1. Government agencies: Primary sector exports forecast to rise to over $42 billion in 2018; ICPR Update; WTO Notifications; New Approach to manage myrtle rust; MBIE food and Beverage report on Cherries

2. New Zealand News:  Research decodes farmers’ media habits; Trio taking $5m bet on medicinal cannabis industry that doesn’t exist yet; New website aims to make it easier for seasonal workers and employers; PMA Australia-New Zealand welcomes a new director; Collateral damage: Nobody wins in a trade war; "Water essential to feed New Zealand"; Seeka sells off Zespri shares; Zespri: Kiwifruit crop increase could lead to labour shortage; Kiwi apple remains 'Envy' of others in USA; Harlequin ladybirds a threat to New Zealand horticulture. 

3. International news: Agreement EU and UK means good news for the economy for now"; US objects to South Korean import restrictions on American fruit; Europe: Plant passport requirement expanded; Food Traceability and Safety Software FoodLogiQ Raises $19.5m; Australia: Horticulture Statistics Handbook out now; Blockchain and cryptocurrency to usher in new era for supply chains; Overview of global berry production; China: logistics tracking and collaboration platform ensures multi-party cooperation; Australian rockmelon farm linked to listeria outbreak resumes production; Rockmelon Listeriosis Outbreak Update; US: Water quality interpreter tool available  

Editors comments 
Despite the short week we have still managed a good number of articles. To me the most notable is the news that myrtle rust , now that it has been found in the South Island, will no longer be managed for eradication  but is being passed over to long term management. While not surprising it does represent another disease that plant producers and horticulturalists will need to deal with. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The other article worth a read is Mike Chapmans concern Water essential to feed New Zealand" about the Governments decision to no longer fund irrigation schemes. Worth thinking about with the likely increase in extreme weather patterns over the next few years.
   
1. Agency   news                                                                               
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1.1. Primary sector exports forecast to rise to over $42 billion in 2018
MPI released its Situation and outlook for primary industries report in March. The report shows export revenue across all of the sectors has been incredibly strong over the past year.  High returns and new policies are expected to create investment opportunities across the primary industries. The full report provides a snapshot and forecast for New Zealand's major primary sectors. Full document available here 



1.2. ICPR updates
The ICPR for Taiwan has been updated with information on Ginkgo nuts and Land cress (Barbarea verna).  See Importing Countries Phytosanitary Requirements



1.3. New Approach to manage myrtle rust 
MPI and the Department of Conservation say the fight against the plant disease myrtle rust is changing gear, given the prevalence of the disease across susceptible parts of New Zealand. Myrtle rust has now been confirmed in the Tasman region at the top of the South Island, which means the disease has been found across almost all regions identified as most vulnerable based on habitat suitability and wind patterns.
 
Dr Duthie ( the incursion manager) says the focus of efforts now had to be placed on a science programme designed to lift our understanding around the disease such as ways to treat myrtle rust, resistance and susceptibility, and to improve seed banking collection. "A second key focus has to be on working with communities across New Zealand to support regional efforts to combat myrtle rust. As we transition to long-term management, MPI and the Department of Conservation (DOC) will be engaging with iwi and hapū, territorial authorities, the plant and nursery industries, and communities to support the development of regional programmes. This could include regional surveillance programmes, identification and protection strategies for taonga plants and special locations, advice to landowners, seed banking, and broad community engagement.”

DOC will continue to focus on seed collection to secure the long-term future of native myrtle plants and monitoring biodiversity impacts to inform science and management actions. It will also continue efforts to protect sites of high ecological and cultural significance. Full article available here 



1.4. WTO Notifications  
Please find attached the most recent WTO notifications from countries that are considering changes to their plant import requirements for specific products.  If you have any concerns about the notifications being presented please contact Plant.exports@mpi.govt.nz so that they can potentially make a submission to the notifying country.  Changes notified over the last week include:
· MRL’s Brazil, Canada, Jamaica and the EU

The embedded files for the last weeks (which has links through to the original notifications) is available here  
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1.5. MBIE food and Beverage report on Cherries
New Zealand has a strong niche position in the global cherry trade, but the environment is 
challenging and continued success cannot be taken for granted.  This report looks at risks and opportunities.  Full article available here 
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2. New Zealand News 

General
2.1. Research decodes farmers’ media habits 
In the internet age, rural newspapers and magazines are still accessed at least weekly by 88% of farmers and growers.  New independent research about farmers’ and growers’ media habits reveals the rural market is unique.  Read the survey here.

Crucially, printed newspapers and magazines have the biggest impact on farm purchase decisions, with 82% placing it in the top three.  And rural print (newspapers and magazines) have advertising that farmers pay attention to and find more relevant to their businesses than all other media.
The level of influence of rural print on farm and horticultural property decision making is significant. 
Full article available here 



2.2. Trio taking $5m bet on medicinal cannabis industry that doesn’t exist yet 
Advertising Executive, Paul Manning, has left his role as the Managing Director of the ad agency 99 to take what is essentially a $5 million bet on an industry that doesn’t yet exist.  He is joining cannabis start-up Helius Therapeutics. Mr Manning said all three men had given up salaries and high-paying positions to do this. He added that legitimacy in the industry involved high barriers to entry. He said it was a capital-intensive business and that he estimated the industry to be worth a billion dollars before exporting is even taken into account. The company was yet to receive a licence to cultivate medical cannabis in New Zealand. He noted that prohibition was causing one in twenty New Zealanders to purchase cannabis from criminals for medical purposes. They recommended the adoption of seed-to-sale tracking biotechnology that would allow producers and law enforcement to track any product on the market back to the source. Full article available here 



2.3. New website aims to make it easier for seasonal workers and employers 
The “Work The Seasons” website was launched in Pukekohe by the Minister for Social Development, Carmel Sepuloni, and the Minister of Employment, Willie Jackson. It is designed to make it easier for seasonal workers to find jobs and employers to find the right candidates. Horticulture New Zealand Chief Executive, Mike Chapman, said they needed more people and supported the initiative to get New Zealanders to take on the healthy lifestyle involved with a career in horticulture. Work the Seasons was supported by 13,500 seasonal employers who can recruit with it. The website has been live since 1 February. Full article available here 



2.4. PMA Australia-New Zealand welcomes a new director
Paul Turner, Merchandise Manager - Produce - at Woolworths Supermarkets has replaced Scott Davidson on the Produce Marketing Association Australia - New Zealand (PMA A-NZ) board. Scott has recently moved to New Zealand to take up the role of General Manager - Buying & Merchandise for Countdown. here 



2.5. Collateral damage: Nobody wins in a trade war
A trade works article looks at the potential for a trade war. It states- Farmers and food producers, manufacturers and consumers, both in the US and in retaliating economies, will suffer as prices are pushed up, supply chains interrupted and investment turned off as a result of the tariffs. Third countries including New Zealand may see new demand in some markets in the short term, but the overall disruptive impacts are unlikely to be good news. Full article available here 



2.6. "Water essential to feed New Zealand" 
Reality: plants need water to grow, and that water supply needs to be consistent and reliable.
In the past two years, there have been extreme climatic events, alternating between intense periods of rain and drought. In December, the country went into drought. After having had too much water for months, then there was none. In Waimea, growers were forced to make decisions about which trees would not fruit and would have water supply reduced to root stock survival levels only. 

Water storage and irrigation are key for sustainable growth of horticulture to feed New Zealanders.  Water storage helps keep river flows at the right level during heavy rain, to use during drought. In many cases, water schemes have full community support, meet the strict environmental requirements around river swimmability and nutrient limits, and augment river flows to keep water ecosystems alive and healthy. This benefits everyone.

The Government’s decision last week to wind down irrigation funding is very disappointing for growers and, will ultimately impact consumers of healthy food and New Zealand’s ongoing prosperity. There is a misconception that irrigation means intensive farming and bad outcomes for the environment. In reality, organic farmers use irrigation and well-managed water storage schemes can lead to good environmental outcomes. 

How irrigated water is used needs to be understood in the full context of the environment, maintaining healthy rivers, urban water supply, productive and sustainable vegetable and fruit growing, and meeting climate change challenges. Our plea to the Government is that they don’t rule out large-scale irrigation schemes as bad, but that they look at the purpose of water storage schemes and make decisions based on good outcomes overall. Full article available here 


Industry news
2.7. Seeka sells off Zespri shares
Seeka, New Zealand's biggest kiwifruit grower has sold out of the Zespri Group after opposing constitutional changes at the monopoly export body that tie shareholdings to trays of fruit produced.  The changes were approved by more than 75 percent of shareholders last month but among the resolutions were that shareholders who voted all their shares against the overhaul could require Zespri to buy back their shares.

Seeka said it will receive about $6.11 million selling about 740,606 shares back to Zespri. Chief executive Michael Franks said the money would be used to repay debt and for working capital.

Zespri wants to aim for a ratio of one share for one tray produced but the new cap would set the limit at four shares per tray. A spokeswoman said while one share per tray was seen as ideal, Zespri recognised that it wasn't practical and would make the market in the shares less liquid. Apart from the cap, there was no compulsion for suppliers to hold shares. Full article available here 


Crop news 
2.8. Zespri: Kiwifruit crop increase could lead to labour shortage 
New Zealand Kiwifruit Growers Inc. Chief Executive, Nikki Johnson, said early indications show an increased crop this year, particularly for SunGold.  She added that the industry was expected to grow significantly over the next 10 years. EastPack Chief Executive, Hamish Simson, noted its six sites could pack 38 million trays this season which was a 5 million tray increase over last year. They had invested over $100 million in infrastructure. Mr Johnson said they anticipated there would be fewer international students available to work, which increased reliance on backpackers and New Zealanders. Full article available here 



2.9. Kiwi apple remains 'Envy' of others in USA
American’s have once again selected New Zealand-born Envy™ apple as their favourite in a consumer competition run by the US Apple Association. New Zealand grower, T&G Global, was well represented in the competition with three of its premium apples namely JAZZ™, Envy™ and Pacific Rose™ being voted on by apple-lovers. Full article available here 


Biosecurity 
2.10. Harlequin ladybirds a threat to New Zealand horticulture
Infestations of Harlequin ladybirds in the Gisborne district could pose a threat to the horticulture and viticulture industries. The invasive species from Asia was first reported to the Ministry of Primary Industries in Auckland in 2016 and has since been found in the Waikato, Bay of Plenty and Taranaki regions. It has also been discovered at Te Karaka and in the Matokitoki Valley.

Harlequin ladybirds are a potential threat to the horticulture industry, as they feed on top fruit, causing blemishes on the fruit. They are known to cluster within bunches of grapes before harvest, resulting in tainted juice. Full article available here 
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3. International news    

Comment                                                                                                                                        

Regulatory

3.1. Agreement EU and UK means good news for the economy for now" 
The recently signed agreement between the European Union (EU) and the United Kingdom (UK) concerning a Brexit transition period means good news for the continuity of economical activities. It reduced the insecurity about conducting business between the UK and the EU in 2019 and 2020. It also gives companies more time to adjust to the future economic relation between the UK and the EU. 

"The agreement only becomes legally binding when both parties have signed the entire separation agreement. The main obstacle remains the border issue between Ireland and Northern Ireland. No agreement on this matter means no separation agreement and thus no transition period. A hard Brexit without a deal still remains a risk. In that scenario trade obstacles will rise up immediately."

This article also talks about the consequences of Brexit for the Dutch ornamental flower cultivation.
It suggests Dutch exporters will have to deal with extra phytosanitary and other checks at the border in the various Brexit scenarios.  In case of a free trade agreement between the UK and the EU, the UK can acknowledge the phytosanitary checks of the country of origin, but there will be custom formalities. If the UK and the EU form a customs union no custom formalities are required. In case of a hard Brexit delays at the border are expected, which will be disastrous for the quality of flowers and market confidence."  View the Brexit Monitor at: Rabobank.nl/brexit  Full article available here 



3.2. US objects to South Korean import restrictions on American fruit
After the US renegotiated the South Korea-US Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) – using import restrictions on steel based on Article 232 of the Trade Expansion Act as leverage – it is now expressing its dissatisfaction with South Korea’s import restrictions on American fruit. Even though the two sides completed three rounds of negotiations aimed at revising the KORUS FTA and declared they had reached a breakthrough in principle, the US still appears to be dissatisfied.

A 2018 report about trade barriers -released by the US Trade Representative on March 30- brought up the issue of non-tariff barriers to trade on American fruit, an issue it has never mentioned before. The USTR said it had asked South Korea’s Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs to improve a cherry export program and access to the South Korean market for blueberries produced in Oregon and other states. The report also stated that the USTR had asked South Korea to provide market access for apples and pears, whose import is currently forbidden, and that it would continue to ask South Korea to allow imports of the fruit in question. Full article available here 



3.3. Europe: Plant passport requirement expanded 
From 14 December 2019 the requirement to have a plant passport will be expanded as a consequence of the new Plant Health Regulation. It will apply to all 'plants intended for planting out'.  According to the EU definition, these are plants that can produce mature plants and are meant to do so. These plants must be planted out, replanted or remain planted. Everything that we now call cultivation material falls under this definition (thus also seeds), as well as all pot, bedding and container plants 'for consumption'.  In the (EU) summer of 2018, more information will be available about registering and the registration number. It will become clear where companies will have to register and which inspection service they will be dealing with. All companies will then receive a new registration number, including the companies that are already registered with an inspection service. Full article available here 


Business 
3.4. Food Traceability and Safety Software FoodLogiQ Raises $19.5m 
FoodLogiQ has raised a $19.5 million series A round. The ultimate driver of this technology was the health and wellbeing of consumers. Research has predicted the food traceability market to be worth $14 billion by 2019 and there were a growing number of startups working towards introducing their own traceability solutions. Mr Erlanger explained that FoodLogiQ was not built on a blockchain, but that it was compatible with blockchain elements.  It will use the funds to expand its product offering as well as expanding sales, marketing and customer service teams. Full article available here 



3.5. Australia: Horticulture Statistics Handbook out now 
Hort Innovation has released the latest Horticulture Statistics Handbook – offering the most comprehensive and contemporary data available on all sectors of the Australian horticulture industry in one easy-to-read guide.  The handbook includes data on more than 70 horticultural products including fruit, nuts, vegetables, nursery, turf and cut flowers.

The Handbook, which captured data up until June 30, 2017 revealed:
· Nationally, almonds were Australia’s most valuable horticultural export product ($461M) followed by table grapes ($372M), macadamias ($291M), oranges ($223M), and carrots ($90M).
· The largest export markets for fresh Australian horticultural products by value were Asia (68 per cent), followed by Europe (13 per cent) and the Middle East (9 per cent).
The handbook is available now on the Hort Innovation website. Full article available here 



3.6. Blockchain and cryptocurrency to usher in new era for supply chains
Major shippers of perishables are expecting a widespread adoption of blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies in the next decade. At the recent TPM conference in Long Beach, Chayenne Wiskerke, chief executive of Wiskerke Onions, the world’s largest shipper of onions, said cryptocurrencies could potentially solve one of the largest problems her company faced.

“At least 40% of my trade is with Africa and the main challenge is a shortage of liquidity in many countries. We have a lot of problems getting payments and, while it’s currently one step too far to use cryptocurrencies, I am pretty sure that within five to six years I will be dealing with digital currencies to facilitate payments.

“And it’s all going to be done via automatic systems. Ordering will be done automatically –probably not wholesale, but certainly retail– and we are already doing our first trials where I can see retail sales which triggers production orders I need to prepare.” Full article available here



3.7. Overview of global berry production 
Demand for soft fruit is rising globally. After the long rise of blueberries, blackberries and raspberries now appear to be the next in line to experience a growth spurt. Globally 13.4 million tonnes of soft fruit were harvested in 2017 with 70 per cent of global production consisting of strawberries, but strawberries are exported the least in percentages. Production is also growing for blueberries, raspberries and blackberries. In 2020, two million tonnes of blueberries will be harvested, compared to 1.7 million tonnes in 2017. The volume of raspberries and blackberries will increase from 1.3 million tonnes in 2017 to 1.4 million tonnes in 2020.

For blueberries, the market is becoming increasingly more international. The Chinese market in particular shows a lot of growth and it pays better prices than the US.” However, this does pose a risk for the rest of the market. When Chile starts focusing more on China, this could be very disadvantageous for the supply to these markets.

Despite all of these positive figures, the berry sector is also facing some challenges it should find an answer to. The first challenge is sustainability. “Strawberries are at the top of the list of Dirty Dozen that could be a problem in future.” A second challenge is in packing material. In the UK, Supermarkets have already started a war on plastics. Soft fruit needs packaging, but these trends do have to be translated to the sector. A third challenge is more political. “The sector is flourishing due to free trade, but we’ve seen protectionism arising. It’s important the sector continues to plead for free trade.” The availability of workers is a fourth challenge. Globally, the number of harvest employees is decreasing, which could disrupt the market. Full article available here 
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3.8. China: logistics tracking and collaboration platform ensures multi-party cooperation
Since its establishment in 2014, Cydiance has been working with Internet of Things (IoT) based technologies to provide location, temperature and humidity related applications for the international fresh products trade. 

Cydiance's tools allow customers to track and record the whole process starting from transportation, sorting, and transfer to the distribution for both import and export customers. It provides complete data and reduces possible logistic problems significantly. Recently it has also launched the Shipment Tracking and Collaboration Platform, which is independently designed and operated by the company. The platform is called Cydiance Book. It is expected that the platform will be officially put into use on April 16. It will be available in three languages: English, Chinese, and Spanish.

The Cydiance Book Tracking and Collaboration Platform has two main functions:
a) Tracking and data analysis it transmits the temperature, humidity and location coordinates to the platform through the (IoT) devices so that importers and exporters can track their goods in real time.  During the tracking process, if an abnormal situation occurs, the alarm system will be automatically activated and the details will be sent to the customer via email or SMS. 

b) Collaboration and sharing after the customer enters the system and activates the waybill, the customer can randomly invite relevant personnel (including other companies) to track or manage the shipments together. The collaboration can be performed by different parties and can be customized. Full article available here
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3.9. Australian rockmelon farm linked to listeria outbreak resumes production
Contaminated fruit from Rombola Family Farms, located in the NSW Riverina, has been linked with the spread of the disease which infected 19 people across Australia.  Six deaths were linked to the outbreak, first revealed in February.  Last week the farm announced it was resuming the production, packing and sale of rockmelons this week, having met all requirements of the NSW Food Authority’s Clearance Program.

“While the NSW Food Authority identified a link to Rombola as the source of the listeria outbreak, neither the Authority nor an independent microbiologist identified any specific source associated with Rombola or with our washing, storage and packing facilities for rockmelons,” a spokeswoman for the farm said in a statement.  According to news.com.au, the company added that it will undertake regular mandatory testing of produce in accordance with the Clearance Program, supplemented by further daily voluntary testing.

However, in a press release dated April 4th, the Australian melon industry expressed its concern that the farm at the centre of the listeria outbreak has now been issued an all-clear by the New South Wales Food Authority.  The industry is worried that the causes of the listeria outbreak have not been traced or adequately addressed.  The Australian Melon Association met with the NSW Food Authority on the 21st March.  It provided reassurances that the industry would receive an update on the progress of the investigation last week.  This has not been forthcoming, and industry has been left in the dark as to the causes and outcomes of the listeria outbreak.  Full article available here 



3.10. Rockmelon Listeriosis Outbreak Update
While the media coverage of the current Listeria outbreak in Melons has had lessened in recent weeks there is still a large amount of time being invested in reviewing the incident and working to reduce the likelihood of similar events occurring in the future.  The Australian Melon Association has continued to keep industry informed through teleconferences and email updates, to put out positive messages for consumers, and to work with the food authorities and retailers in efforts to rebuild consumer trust and hence recreate demand.  Industry, through Hort Innovation, has also moved to commission levy-funded activity to redefine food safety best practice for growing and packing and deliver that message around the country.


The incubation period for the Listeria monocytogenes bacteria, which causes the listeriosis illness, is up to 70 days following consumption of contaminated food.  Further illnesses could occur until 10th May.  Until this period has elapsed, and despite the fact that new illnesses are increasingly unlikely as that date approaches, growers, foodservice businesses, wholesalers and retailers will be understandably wary of rushing in to a public relations campaign.  Full article available here 
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3.11. US: Water quality interpreter tool available 
The University of Connecticut and University of Florida just launched WaterQual tool. This tool interprets the quality of a water source for use in irrigation of plants in greenhouses and nurseries. Full article available here 
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2018 - WTO Notifications - 4-4-18 .xlsx
All notifications

		Document symbol		Notification Type		Date of distribution		Notifying Member		Products covered		Regions or countries likely to be affected		Notified document title		Description of content		Objective and rationale		Final date for comments		Final date for comments - Free text		English

		G/SPS/N/ARE/147		Emergency notification		04/04/2018		United Arab Emirates		Live poultry (HS Code: 0105), and poultry products including poultry meat (HS Code: 0207), day-old chicks (HS Code: 0105.11), hatching eggs, except heat-treated meat		Overijssel, Netherlands, in addition to the previous provinces Flevoland and Groningen		United Arab Emirates is imposing a temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks, hatching eggs, poultry meat and table eggs from Overijssel, Netherlands		Following the notification published by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on 15 March 2018 regarding the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Virus (HPAI) in Overijssel, Netherlands, the United Arab Emirates is applying a precautionary sanitary measure to prevent the risk of introducing HPAI virus through the imports of live birds and their products from Overijssel. These measures include:
Continuation of the temporary ban on the importation of domestic and wild birds and their untreated by-products, day-old chicks and hatching eggs originating from Netherlands;
Temporary ban on poultry meat and table eggs and their untreated products from Overijssel, Netherlands, except heat-treated products;
Consignments of poultry meat shipped from Overijssel, Netherlands before 4 February 2018 were permitted.		Food safety; Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/ARG/212		Regular notification		22/03/2018		Argentina		Fragaria x ananassa (strawberry) plants		Spain		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de plantas de Fragaria x ananassa (frutilla) (Phytosantitary requirements governing the importation of Fragaria x ananassa (strawberry) plants)		The notified text establishes the phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of strawberry plants, established on the basis of a pest risk analysis.		Plant protection; 		21/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/422/Add.2		Addenda regular		28/03/2018		Australia		Cooked and uncooked prawns and prawn products		All Countries		Prawns and prawn products from all countries for human consumption		As set out in Biosecurity Advice 2018/06 on the department's website at: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/memos/ba2018-06.
The Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is conducting a review of Australia's import conditions for prawns and prawn products (from all countries) for human consumption.
The review was announced in May 2017 in Biosecurity Advice 2017/07.
As part of the review, Australia invites submissions from trading partners on specific issues with (1) Australia's current prawn import conditions and (2) the "Final generic import risk analysis report for prawns and prawn products" (released in 2009). Australia's current prawn import conditions were implemented on 7 July 2017 and notified in G/SPS/N/AUS/412/Add.8.
Australia's current prawn import conditions and the "Final generic import risk analysis report for prawns and prawn products" are available on the department's website at: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/animal/prawns.
Submissions should include a scientific basis for any proposed changes. Submissions will be considered when preparing a draft report as part of the review of import conditions for prawns and prawn products. Trading partners will be informed of the release of the draft report and will have the opportunity to provide comment.		Animal health; 		04/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/AUS/425/Add.1		Addenda regular		28/03/2018		Australia		Fresh Tahitian limes (Citrus latifolia)		Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu		Final report for the review of biosecurity import requirements for Tahitian limes from the Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu		The Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources has completed this risk analysis in response to the market access request for Tahitian lime (Citrus latifolia) fruit from the Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu into Australia. The final report recommends risk management measures and a system of operational procedures that will reduce the risk associated with the importation of fresh Tahitian lime fruit to achieve the appropriate level of protection for Australia.
The report recommends that the importation of fresh Tahitian limes be permitted from the Cook Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu, subject to pre-export phytosanitary inspection to ensure consignments are free of quarantine pests.
The draft review report was published on the Department's website on 6 June 2017 for a 60-day stakeholder consultation period and was published as an SPS notification with reference number G/SPS/N/AUS/425 on 6 June 2017.
The completed final report is available in English on the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website at http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis/plant/tahitian-limes.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1369		Regular notification		28/03/2018		Brazil		Host species of Amaranthus palmeri		All Countries		Draft Normative Instruction which setting out the phytosanitary requirements of host species of Amaranthus palmeri from various origins		The notified document setting out the phytosanitary requirements for the products' importation of Category 3, Class 9 and Category 4, Class 3 of host species of Amaranthus palmeri from various origins.		Plant protection; 		21/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1370		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Brazil		ICS Code(s): 13, 65		All Countries		Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 487, 22 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient P56 - PAECILOMYCES LILACINUS of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of strain CCT7766 of Paecilomyces lilacinus (Thom) Samson, exclusion of indication of cultures according to Act n. 6/2014, inclusion of use indicated in the package leaflet, exclusion of the indication of MRLs for the active ingredient P56 - PAECILOMYCES LILACINUS from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		24/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/BRA/1371		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Brazil		HS Code(s): 07, 10; ICS Code(s): 13, 65		All Countries		Draft resolution (Consulta Publica) number 488, 22 March 2018, regarding the active ingredient C18 - CHLOROTHALONIL of the monograph list of active ingredients for pesticides, household cleaning products and wood preservers, published by Resolution - RE n° 165 of 29 August 2003, on the Brazilian Official Gazette (DOU - Diário Oficial da União) of 2 September 2003		Inclusion of pupkin, zucchini, chayote and maxixe cultures for the foliar use (application), with MRL of 0.1 mg/kg and safety security period of 7 days; oat, rye, barley and triticale cultures for the foliar use (application), with MRL of 0.5 mg/kg and safety security period of 30 days; millet and sorghum cultures, with MRL of 0.01 mg/kg and safety security period of 42 days for the foliar use (application) for the active ingredient C18 - CHLOROTHALONIL from the Relation of Monographies of Active Ingredients of Pesticides, Household Cleaning Products and Wood Preservers.		Food safety; 		24/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1150/Add.1		Addenda regular		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide benzovindiflupyr in or on sugarcane cane and green coffee beans (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.140, 67.180)		All Countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Benzovindiflupyr		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for benzovindiflupyr notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1150 (dated 9 January 2018) was adopted 19 March 2018. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
0.32                   Sugarcane cane
0.09                  Green coffee beans
 
1 ppm = parts per million
2 The existing MRL of 0.04 ppm for sugarcane cane is revised to 0.3 ppm.
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1151/Add.1		Addenda regular		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide imidacloprid in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.140)		All Countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Imidacloprid		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for imidacloprid notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1151 (dated 9 January 2018) was adopted 19 March 2018. The proposed MRLs were established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and are provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
 
50                   Tea (dried leaves)
2.0                  Olives
1.5                  Bananas
1.0                  Green coffee beans, pomegranates

1ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1152/Add.1		Addenda regular		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide indaziflam in or on green coffee beans (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.140)		All Countries		Established Maximum Residue Limit: Indaziflam		The proposed maximum residue limit (PMRL) document for indaziflam notified in G/SPS/N/CAN/1152 (dated 9 January 2018) was adopted 19 March 2018. The proposed MRL was established via entry into the Maximum Residue Limits Database and is provided directly below:
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01                Green coffee beans
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs established in Canada may be found using Health Canada's Maximum Residue Limit Database (http://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/mrl-lrm/index-eng.php) on the Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/maximum-residue-limits-pesticides.html). The database allows users to search for pesticides(s) or for food commodity(ies).		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1160		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Canada		Veterinary drug residues in foods of animal origin (ICS Codes: 11.220, 67.040, 67.120)		All Countries		Proposal to amend the List of Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Veterinary Drugs in Foods (Proposed MRL 2018-1)		This notification is further to the SPS Notification (G/SPS/N/CAN/597/Add.2), where the Minister of Health has issued a Ministerial Regulation entitled "Marketing Authorization (MA) for Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Veterinary Drugs in Foods" pursuant to section 30.3(1) and 30.5(1) of the Food and Drugs Act.   
The online "List of Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for Veterinary Drugs in Foods" http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/vet/mrl-lmr/mrl-lmr_versus_new-nouveau-eng.php  (referred hereafter as the List) is incorporated by reference and is maintained on Health Canada's web site. Any proposed changes will continue to be the subject of consultation, public and international notification, and the List will then be updated administratively. 
The purpose of this proposal is to notify of a consultation on proposed amendments to  the List.		Food safety; 		21/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1161		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Canada		Erythritol (ICS Code: 67.220.20)		All Countries		Notice of Modification to the List of Permitted Sweeteners to Enable the Use of Erythritol in Food Thickener Products - Reference Number: NOM/ADM-0111		Health Canada's Food Directorate received a food additive submission seeking approval for the use of erythritol in food thickener products at a level of 2.0%.
Erythritol is already a permitted food additive in Canada. The Food Directorate determined that information related to the safety of erythritol supports extending its use to food thickener products at a level of 2.0%. Therefore, the Department has enabled the use of erythritol as described in the information document below by modifying the List of Permitted Sweeteners (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/food-safety/food-additives/lists-permitted/9-sweeteners.html), effective 13 March 2018.
The purpose of this communication is to publically announce the Food Directorate's decision in this regard and to provide contact information for inquiries or for those wishing to submit new scientific information relevant to the safety of this food additive.		Food safety; 		26/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1162		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide ipconazole in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080, 67.220)		All Countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Ipconazole (PMRL2018-06)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-06 is to consult on the listed domestic maximum residue limits (MRLs) for ipconazole that have been proposed by the Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1    Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.01               Edible-podded legume vegetables (Crop Subgroup 6A), succulent shelled pea and bean (Crop Subgroup 6B), mustard seeds (condiment type)
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		10/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1163		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide carboxin in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060, 67.080, 67.200, 67.220)		All Countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Carboxin (PMRL2018-07)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-07 is to consult on the listed domestic maximum residue limits (MRLs) for carboxin that have been proposed by the Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1               Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
0.2                         Cereal grains (Crop Group 15)
0.03                       Legume vegetables (Crop Group 6), mustard seeds (condiment type), mustard seeds (oilseed type)
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		10/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1164		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide flonicamid in or on citrus fruits (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.080)		All Countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Flonicamid (PMRL2018-08)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-08 is to consult on the listed domestic maximum residue limit (MRL) for flonicamid that has been proposed by the Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1         Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
1.5                     Citrus fruits (Crop Group 10 – Revised)
1 ppm = parts per million
 
MRLs are proposed for each commodity included in the listed crop groupings in accordance with the Residue Chemistry Crop Groups webpage (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/pesticides-pest-management/public/protecting-your-health-environment/pesticides-food/residue-chemistry-crop-groups.html) in the Pesticides and Pest Management section of Health Canada's website.		Food safety; 		10/06/2108				EN

		G/SPS/N/CAN/1165		Regular notification		03/04/2018		Canada		Pesticide propiconazole in or on various commodities (ICS Codes: 65.020, 65.100, 67.040, 67.060)		All Countries		Proposed Maximum Residue Limit: Propiconazole (PMRL2018-09)		The objective of the notified document PMRL2018-09 is to consult on the listed domestic maximum residue limits (MRLs) for propiconazole that have been proposed by the Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
 
MRL (ppm)1      Raw Agricultural Commodity (RAC) and/or Processed Commodity
2.02                           Barley
0.73                          Oats
0.2                  Wheat bran, wheat germ
0.094                       Wheat
1 ppm = parts per million
2 It is proposed that the existing MRL of 0.05 ppm for barley be revised to 2.0 ppm.
3 It is proposed that the existing MRL of 0.05 ppm for oats be revised to 0.7 ppm.
4 It is proposed that the existing MRL of 0.05 ppm for wheat be revised to 0.09 ppm.		Food safety; 		10/06/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/COL/271/Add.1		Addenda regular		21/03/2018		Colombia				All Countries		Phytosanitary measure on samples of plant material for laboratory physico-chemical analysis		The Republic of Colombia hereby notifies that draft Colombian Agricultural Institute (ICA) Resolution "establishing requirements for the entry into Colombia of samples of plant material for laboratory physico-chemical analysis", notified on 17 August 2017 by the World Trade Organization in document G/SPS/N/COL/271, has been issued pursuant to Colombian Agricultural Institute (ICA) Resolution No. 00021112 of 26 February 2018, which entered into force on 27 February 2018.
Text available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2018/SPS/COL/18_1579_00_s.pdf		Plant protection; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/COL/283		Regular notification		26/03/2018		Colombia		Milk		European Union		Proyecto de Resolución del Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario - ICA "Por medio de la cual se establecen los requisitos sanitarios para obtener el registro de los predios productores de leche empleada en la elaboración de productos alimenticios compuestos con destino a la exportación a la Unión Europea" (Draft Colombian Agricultural Institute (ICA) Resolution "Establishing the health requirements for the registration of establishments that produce milk used to make compound foodstuffs for export to the European Union")		The notified draft Resolution establishes the health requirements for the registration of establishments that produce milk used to make compound foodstuffs for export to the European Union.
The draft text covers the following: Purpose; Scope; Definitions; Requirements for the registration of establishments that produce milk; Procedure for the issue and validity of registration; Obligations for registrants; Changes to registration, suspension and cancellation of registration; Official control; Penalties and period of validity.		Food safety; 		25/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/CRI/199		Emergency notification		23/03/2018		Costa Rica		Risk products defined in Chapter 10.4 ("Infection with avian influenza viruses") of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (poultry is defined as 'all domesticated birds, including backyard poultry, used for the production of meat or eggs for consumption, for the production of other commercial products, for restocking supplies of game, or for breeding these categories of birds, as well as fighting cocks used for any purpose')		Jasper County, Missouri, United States		Resolución N° SENASA-DG-R0028-2018 - Dirección General Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (Resolution SENASA-DG-R0028-2018 - Directorate-General of the National Animal Health Service)		Orders the temporary suspension of imports of goods under Chapter 10.4 ("Infection with avian influenza viruses") of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code from Jasper County, Missouri, United States, produced or obtained 21 calendar days prior to the beginning of the notified outbreak and from establishments that have not received products from affected counties.
This excludes products that may be subject to mitigation measures at the place of origin, in accordance with the above Chapter of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, for which the sanitary certificates accompanying imports must indicate the mitigation measures to which the avian products were subject, including irradiation treatment, cooking time and temperature, pasteurization, and sterilization.		Animal health; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/172/Add.1		Addenda regular		26/03/2018		European Union		Genetically modified organisms intended for deliberate release into the environment, including genetically modified food and feed		All Countries		Environmental risk assessment of genetically modified organisms		The proposal notified in G/SPS/N/EU/172 (9 November 2016) was adopted as Commission Directive (EU) 2018/350 of 8 March 2018 amending Directive 2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the environmental risk assessment of genetically modified organisms [OJ L 67, 9 March 2018, p. 30].
 
This Directive shall enter into force on 29 March 2018.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/234		Emergency notification		21/03/2018		European Union		Live animals of the Order Caudata, within the Harmonised System Code 01069000		All Countries		Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/320 of 28 February 2018 on certain animal health protection measures for intra-Union trade in salamanders and the introduction into the Union of such animals in relation to the fungus Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans (Text with EEA relevance)		Animal health protection measures for intra-Union trade in consignments of salamanders and the introduction of such consignments into the Union on the taxonomic order of Caudata, in order to ensure that the fungus Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans (Bsal) is not spread by such international trade in those animals. These measures take into account risk mitigation measures referred to in an EFSA Assistance (see below under point 9) and in particular provide for the appropriate quarantine, diagnostic testing and treatment of salamanders as well as for certification of their health status for their trade in and introduction into the Union. These measures are of temporary and emergency nature. A list of non-EU countries authorised for introduction into the Union of consignments of salamanders is also established.		Animal health; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/235		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/239 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of methyl N-methylanthranilate and methylanthranilate as feed additives for all animal species except avian species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 2 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/236		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/240 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of trimethylamine, trimethylamine hydrochloride, 3-methylbutylamine for all animal species except laying hens and 2-methoxyethyl benzene, 1,3-dimethoxy-benzene, 1,4-dimethoxy-benzene, 1-isopropyl-2-methoxy-4-methylbenzene as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 7 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/237		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/241 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of piperine, 3-methylindole, indole, 2-acetylpyrrole and pyrrolidine as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 5 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/238		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/242 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of hex-3(cis)-en-1-ol, non-6-en-1-ol, oct-3-en-1-ol, non-6(cis)-enal, hex-3(cis)-enal, hept-4-enal, hex-3(cis)-enyl acetate, hex-3(cis)-enyl formate, hex-3-enyl butyrate, hex-3-enyl hexanoate, hex-3(cis)-enyl isobutyrate, citronellol, (-)-3,7-dimethyl-6-octen-1-ol, citronellal, 2,6-dimethylhept-5-enal, citronellic acid, citronellyl acetate, citronellyl butyrate, citronellyl formate, citronellyl propionate, 1-ethoxy-1-(3-hexenyloxy)ethane and hex-3-enyl isovalerate as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 22 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/239		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/243 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of 3-hydroxybutan-2-one, pentan-2, 3-dione, 3,5-dimethyl cyclopentan-1,2-dione, hexan-3,4-dione, sec-butan-3-onyl acetate, 2,6,6-trimethylcyclohex-2-en-1,4-dione and 3-methylnona-2-,4-dione as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 7 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/240		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/244 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of vanillyl acetone and 4-(4-methoxyphenyl) butan-2-one as feed additives for all animal species and the denial of 1-phenylethan-1-ol (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 2 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" and denies 1 substance subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. Transitional measures for exhaustion of stocks are established, no maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/241		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/245 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of menthol, d-carvone, menthyl acetate, d,l-isomenthone, 3-methyl-2-(pent-2(cis)-enyl)cyclopent-2-en-1-one, 3,5,5- trimethylcyclohex-2-en-1-one, d-fenchone, fenchyl alcohol, carvyl acetate, dihydrocarvyl acetate and fenchyl acetate as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 11 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/242		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind of used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/246 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of linalool oxide as a feed additive for all animal species except fish (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of one substance as feed additive in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/243		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind of used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/250 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of methyl 2-furoate, bis-(2-methyl-3-furyl) disulfide, furfural, furfuryl alcohol, 2-furanmethanethiol, S-furfuryl acetothioate, difurfuryl disulfide, methyl furfuryl sulfide, 2-methylfuran-3-thiol, methyl furfuryl disulfide, methyl 2-methyl-3-furyl disulfide and furfuryl acetate as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 12 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/244		Regular notification		23/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS Code: 2309)		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/247 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of 2,4,5-trimethylthiazole, 2-isobutylthiazole, 5-(2-hydroxyethyl)-4-methylthiazole, 2-acetylthiazole, 2-ethyl-4-methylthiazole, 5,6-dihydro-2,4,6,tris(2-methylpropyl) 4H-1,3,5-dithiazine and thiamine hydrochloride as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 7 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) in accordance with Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No maximum residue levels are recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/245		Regular notification		26/03/2018		European Union		Preparation of a kind used in animal feeding		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/248 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of 2,3-diethylpyrazine, 2,5 or 6-methoxy-3-methylpyrazine, 2-acetyl- 3-ethylpyrazine, 2,3-diethyl-5-methylpyrazine, 2-(sec-butyl)-3-methoxypyrazine, 2-ethyl-3-methoxypyrazine, 5,6,7,8-tetrahydroquinoxaline, 2-ethylpyrazine and 5-methylquinoxaline as feed additives for all animal species (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of nine substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) ex Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No Maximum Residues Level recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/246		Regular notification		26/03/2018		European Union		Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/249 of 15 February 2018 concerning the authorisation of taurine, beta-alanine, L-alanine, L-arginine, L-aspartic acid, L-histidine, D,L-isoleucine, L-leucine, L-phenylalanine, L-proline, D,L-serine, L-tyrosine, L-methionine, L-valine, L-cysteine, glycine, monosodium glutamate and L-glutamic acid as feed additives for all animal species and L-cysteine hydrochloride monohydrate for all species except cats and dogs (Text with EEA relevance)		The legislative measure authorises the commercialisation of 19 substances as feed additives in the category of "sensory additives" subsequent to the re-evaluation by the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) ex Article 10(2) of Regulation (EC) 1831/2003. No Maximum Residues Level recommended.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/247		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables		All Countries		Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for diphenylamine and oxadixyl in or on certain products (Text with EEA relevance)		The proposed draft Regulation concerns the review of existing MRLs for diphenylamine and oxadixyl in certain food commodities to reflect recent monitoring data submitted by the European Food Safety Authority and food business operators, which show that residues of those substances no longer occur at levels above the relevant limits of determination in the European Union.		Food safety; 		27/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/248		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Cereals (HS Codes: 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1008), foodstuffs of animal origin (HS Codes: 0201, 0202, 0203, 0204, 0205, 0206, 0207, 0208, 0209, 0210) and certain products of plant origin, including fruit and vegetables		All Countries		Annexes to "Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and the Council as regards maximum residue levels for penoxsulam, triflumizole and triflumuron" (Text with EEA relevance)		These notified annexes to the draft Regulation set proposed maximum residue levels (MRLs) for the substances penoxsulam, triflumizole and triflumuron. MRLs for these substances in certain commodities are changed: either increased or lowered. Lower MRLs are set after updating the limits of determination and/or deleting old uses which are not authorised any more in the European Union or for which a human health concern may not be excluded. The residue definitions of the substances have also been updated.		Food safety; 		27/05/2018		Comments are welcomed only to MRLs that were changed (in bold in a document linked under point 5 of this notification).		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/249		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Novel foods		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/460 of 20 March 2018 authorising the placing on the market of Ecklonia cava phlorotannins as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the authorisation for the placing in the European Union market of phlorotannins extracted from the edible brown alga Ecklonia cava as a novel food for use in food supplements intended for the general population, excluding children under the age of 12 years. Different levels of phlorotannins are set for the different age groups of the general population above the age of 12.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/250		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Novel foods		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/461 of 20 March 2018 authorising an extension of use of taxifolin-rich extract as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the authorisation of an extension of use for the placing in the European Union market of taxifolin-rich extract from the wood of Dahurian larch (Larix gmelinii (Rupr.) Rupr) as a novel food for use in non-alcoholic beverages, chocolate confectionery and milk products for all groups of population.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/251		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Novel foods		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/462 of 20 March 2018 authorising an extension of use of L-ergothioneine as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the authorisation of an extension of use for the placing in the European Union market of L-ergothioneine as a novel food for use in non-alcoholic beverages, fresh milk products, milk-based drinks, cereal bars and chocolate confectionery for all groups of population.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/252		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Novel foods		All Countries		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/469 of 21 March 2018 authorising the placing on the market of an extract of three herbal roots (Cynanchum wilfordii Hemsley, Phlomis umbrosa Turcz. and Angelica gigas Nakai) as a novel food under Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2470 (Text with EEA relevance)		The measure concerns the authorisation of an extract of three herbal roots (Cynanchum wilfordii Hemsley, Phlomis umbrosa Turcz. and Angelica gigas Nakai) as a novel food for use in food supplements for adult population.		Food safety; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/EU/253		Regular notification		28/03/2018		European Union		Plants, other than fruit and seeds, having a diameter of the stem at the base of over 5cm of Areca catechu, Arecastrum romanzoffianum (Cham) Becc, Arenga pinnata, Borassus flabellifer, Brahea armata, Butia capitata, Calamus merillii, Caryota maxima, Caryota cumingii, Chamaerops humilis, Cocos nucifera, Corypha gebanga, Corypha elata, Elaeis guineensis, Howea forsteriana, Jubea chilensis, Livistona australis, Livistona decipiens, Metroxylon sagu, Oreodoxa regia, Phoenix canariensis, Phoenix dactylifera, Phoenix theophrasti, Phoenix sylvestris, Sabal umbraculifera, Trachycarpus fortunei and Washingtonia spp		All Countries		Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/490 of 21 March 2018 repealing Decision 2007/365/EC on emergency measures to prevent the introduction into and the spread within the Community of Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Olivier)		Repeal of the emergency measures concerning the prevention of the introduction and the spread of Rhynchophorus ferrugineus in the EU territory. Specific requirement were introduced with Directive (EU) 2017/1279 to ensure the protection of Ireland, United Kingdom and Azores (Portugal), defined as protected zones for this pest. Furthermore, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus has also been listed by Directive (EU) 2018/484 as a regulated non quarantine pest for the EU territory in order to ensure that propagating material of Palmae, which is marketed within the Union is free from the pest.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/IND/206		Regular notification		28/03/2018		India		Standards for drinking water offered or sold through water vending machines		All Countries		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018		Draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards  and Food Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2018 specifies the standards for drinking water offered or sold through water vending machines.		Food safety; 		27/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/JAM/15		Regular notification		26/03/2018		Jamaica		Crops, food and animal feed		All Countries		The Pesticide (Maximum Residue Limits in Crops, Food, and Animal Feed) Regulation 2017		This draft regulation establishes the Maximum Residue Limits for pesticides in crops, food and animal feed traded in Jamaica. It empowers the designated authority to test commodities for pesticide residue and to take the prescribed action to protect the environment and consumers in Jamaica.		Food safety; Animal health; 		25/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/570		Regular notification		21/03/2018		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06, 02.07, 02.08 and 02.09) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01, 04.07 and 04.08) 
- Products of animal origin (HS: 05.04) 
- Animal or vegetable fats and oils (HS: 15.01, 15.02 and 15.06)		All Countries		Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
 Veterinary drug: Kanamycin.		Food safety; 				Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/JPN/571		Regular notification		21/03/2018		Japan		- Meat and edible meat offal (HS: 02.01, 02.02, 02.04, 02.05, 02.06 and 02.08) 
- Dairy produce and birds' eggs (HS: 04.01) 
- Products of animal origin (HS: 05.04)
- Animal or vegetable fats and oils (HS: 15.02 and 15.06)               		All Countries		Revision of the Standards and Specifications for Foods and Food Additives under the Food Sanitation Act (revision of agricultural chemical residue standards)		Proposed maximum residue limits (MRLs) for the following agricultural chemical:
Veterinary drug: Methylprednisolone.		Food safety; 		20/05/2018		Comments only to updated MRLs (marked with black circles and white circles in attached annexes)		EN

		G/SPS/N/KOR/591/Add.1		Addenda emergency		03/04/2018		Korea, Republic of		Carrot (Dacus carota) seeds for sowing		Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Israel, Italy, Morocco, Norway, Spain, Sweden and The United States of America		Add of prohibited host plants		The Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA) in the Republic of Korea, has added host plants of Zebra chip disease "Candidatus Liberibacter solanacearum (Ca. L. solanacearum)", one of the prohibited quarantine pests of the Republic of Korea, which is based on the result of Pest Risk Analysis (PRA).
The import condition for added host plants associated with Ca. L. solanacearum is mandatory Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing from the 11 exporting countries of celery and celeriac seeds for sowing as below. The PCR test should be done by the NPPO or public testing agencies approved by the NPPO in accordance with ISPM 27 (DP 21) or Munyaneza et. al (2012) with phytosanitary certificate, shipped on and after 3 April 2018.
Products covered: carrot (Dacus carota) seeds and celery/celeriac (Apium graveolens) seeds for sowing
Countries likely to be affected, to the extent relevant or practicable:
North America: United States of America
Europe: Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Israel, Italy, Norway, Spain, Sweden
Africa: Morocco		Plant protection; 						EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/320/Add.1		Addenda regular		28/03/2018		Mexico				Japan		Phytosanitary requirements for the importation into Mexico of sorghum (Sorghum Bicolor) seed originating in and coming from Japan		Please be advised that the public consultation period in respect of the phytosanitary requirements for the importation into Mexico of sorghum (Sorghum Bicolor) seed originating in and coming from Japan has closed, pursuant to Article 11, subparagraph I of the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Official Journal on 7 February 2012.
Text available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2018/SPS/MEX/18_1760_00_s.pdf		Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/325/Add.1		Addenda regular		26/03/2018		Mexico				USA		Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation into Mexico of Berzelia spp., Chamelaucium spp., Leucadendrom spp. and Ozothamnus spp. plants originating in and coming from the United States of America		Please be advised that the public consultation period has closed and that, pursuant to the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal), published in the Mexican Official Journal on 7 February 2012, the phytosanitary requirements for the importation into Mexico of Berzelia spp., Chamelaucium spp., Leucadendrom spp., Ozothamnus spp. plants originating in and coming from the United States of America have been notified.
Text available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2018/SPS/MEX/18_1629_00_s.pdf		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/MEX/332		Regular notification		28/03/2018		Mexico		HS code: 1209 Cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) seed		United States of America		Requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de semillas de algodón (Gossypium hirsutum) originaria y procedente de Estados Unidos de América (Phytosanitary requirements governing the importation of cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) seed originating in and coming from the United States of America)		The phytosanitary requirements currently established for the importation of cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) seed originating in and coming from the United States of America have been amended on the basis of a pest risk re-assessment, and pursuant to the Decision establishing the module of phytosanitary requirements for the importation of goods regulated by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food, in relation to plant health (Acuerdo por el que se establece el módulo de requisitos fitosanitarios para la importación de mercancías reguladas por la Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación, en materia de sanidad vegetal).		Protect territory from other damage from pests; 		27/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/NZL/574		Regular notification		26/03/2018		New Zealand		Actinidia plants		All Countries		Import Health Standard: Actinidia plants for planting		The import health standard contains specific import requirements. These are the rules to manage the biosecurity risk associated with regulated pests that may be imported into New Zealand in association with Actinidia plants for planting.		Plant protection; 		25/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/752		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Peru		Frozen in vivo-derived bovine embryos; cattle for breeding		Austria		Resolución Directoral N° 0009-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA (Directorial Resolution No. 0009-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA)		Establishes the animal health requirements for the importation of frozen in vivo-derived bovine embryos and cattle for breeding from Austria		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/753		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Peru		Honey bees (except Apis mellifera scutella and their hybrids and Apis mellifera capensis)		Chile		Resolución Directoral N° 0012-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA (Directorial Resolution No. 0012-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA)		Establishes mandatory animal health requirements governing the importation into Peru of honey bees (except Apis mellifera scutella and their hybrids and Apis mellifera capensis) from Chile		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/PER/754		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Peru		Marinated meat of fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, chicken and turkey, fresh, chilled or frozen		Chile		Resolución Directoral N° 0013-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA (Directorial Resolution No. 0013-2018-MINAGRI-SENASA-DSA)		Establishes the mandatory animal health requirements governing the importation into Peru of poultry meat (fowls of the species Gallus domesticus, chicken and turkey) from Chile		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/131/Add.1		Addenda regular		23/03/2018		Russian Federation		Plant seeds		All Countries		Draft Regulation of the Government of the Russian Federation on quarantine phytosanitary control at shipment and production (including processing) sites of quarantine products, imported for sowing and planting from the third countries and group of the third countries, where spread of specific quarantine objects for such quarantine products was detected		The notified document entered into force on 8 February 2018.		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/RUS/148		Regular notification		23/03/2018		Russian Federation		Goods (products) subject to phytosanitary control		All Countries		Draft of the Eurasian Economic Commission Council Decision on Amendments to the Common quarantine phytosanitary requirements for quarantine products and quarantined objects on the customs border and the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union		This draft provides for the amendment of the existing requirements with the following:
- provisions permitting the importation into the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union of soybeans infected with the causative agent of purple cercosporosa (Cercospora kikuchii) for processing;
- requirements for enterprises processing soybeans infected with the causative agent of soybean purple cercosporosa (Cercospora kikuchii);
- possibility of importation in hand luggage and baggage of passengers without phytosanitary certificate of melons, watermelons and pumpkins, in amount not exceeding 1 piece, the weight of which may significantly exceed the previously permitted 5 kilos;
- possibility to send products of high phytosanitary risk subject to quarantine phytosanitary control without phytosanitary certificate (except seed and planting material) in postal items;
- clarification of the requirements for fresh citrus fruits, bananas and plantain bananas;
-possibility of moving certain types of products subject to quarantine phytosanitary control in bulk within the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union.
In addition, changes have been made to the wording of a number of requirements, which prevented double interpretation and duplication of requirements for the same type of products subject to quarantine phytosanitary control.		Plant protection; 		22/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/231/Add.1		Addenda emergency		28/03/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Sweden		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Sweden		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 89962 dated 6 December 2016 (07/03/1438 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick" originating from Sweden, due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Sweden. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/280 dated 20 March 2018 (03/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Sweden.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, HPAI has not been registered in Sweden. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Sweden is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/241/Add.1		Addenda emergency		28/03/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Germany		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Germany		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 120315 dated 29 December 2016 (30/03/1438 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick" originating from Germany, due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Germany. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/280 dated 20 March 2018 (03/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Germany.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, HPAI has not been registered in Germany. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Germany is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/246/Add.1		Addenda emergency		28/03/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Slovak Republic		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from the Slovak Republic		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 134017 dated 10 January 2017 (12/04/1438 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick" originating from the Slovak Republic, due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in the Slovak Republic. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/280 dated 20 March 2018 (03/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from the Slovak Republic.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, HPAI has not been registered in the Slovak Republic. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from the Slovak Republic is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/265/Add.1		Addenda emergency		28/03/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Tennessee, United States of America		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Tennessee, United States of America		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 192916 dated 21 March 2017 (22/06/1438 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick" originating from Tennessee, United States of America, due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in Tennessee, United States of America. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/280 dated 20 March 2018 (03/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from Tennessee, United States of America.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, HPAI has not been registered in Tennessee, United States of America. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Tennessee, United States of America is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/293/Add.1		Addenda emergency		28/03/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		West-Vlaanderen, Belgium; South Africa; Togo		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture lifts the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from West-Vlaanderen, Belgium		The Saudi Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture issued the Decision No. 224 /1291/1438 dated 6 August 2017 (14/11/1438 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban of Importation of Live Bird, Hatching Egg and One-day Old Chick" originating from South Africa, Togo and West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, due to the outbreak of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in South Africa, Togo and West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. The Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture has subsequently issued the Decision No. 1439/1291/280 dated 20 March 2018 (03/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks originating from West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Based on OIE reports in the last three months, HPAI has not been registered in West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. In compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Chapter 10.4, the risk of importing live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from West-Vlaanderen, Belgium is negligible.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/335/Add.1		Addenda emergency		04/04/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Frozen and processed guava		Egypt		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) lifts the temporary ban on the importation of frozen and processed guava originating from Egypt		The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) issued the Notice of Administrative Order. No. 19500 dated 11 January 2018 (24/04/1439 AH) entitled "Temporary Ban on the Importation of Frozen and Processed Guava" originating from Egypt. The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) has subsequently issued the notice administrative order No. 35875 dated 29 March 2018 (12/07/1439 AH), lifting the temporary ban on the importation of frozen and processed guava originating from Egypt, which is limited to approved facilities by the SFDA.		Food safety; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/348		Emergency notification		04/04/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Bulgaria		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 288/1291/1439 dated 21 March 2018 (04/07/1439 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on the Importation of Live Birds, Hatching Eggs and One-day Old Chicks" originating from Bulgaria		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 09, Vol. 31 dated 1 March 2018, which indicates that an  outbreak of High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has occurred in Bulgaria, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of HPAI disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Bulgaria to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				Not applicable.		EN

		G/SPS/N/SAU/349		Emergency notification		04/04/2018		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		Live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks		Mexico		Notice of Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Decision No. 293/1291/1439 dated 22 March 2018 (05/07/1439 H) entitled "Temporary Ban on the Importation of Live Birds, Hatching Eggs and One-day Old Chicks" originating from Mexico		Following the OIE report, ref. No. 11, Vol. 31 dated 15 March 2018, which indicates that an outbreak of High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has occurred in Mexico, it is deemed necessary for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to prevent the entry of HPAI disease into the country. Therefore, the importation of live birds, hatching eggs and one-day old chicks from Mexico to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is temporarily suspended.		Animal health; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/THA/246		Regular notification		23/03/2018		Thailand		Cow's Milk (ICS Code: 67.220.20)		All Countries		Draft Ministry of Public Health Notification, B.E. … entitled "Cow's Milk (No. 2)"		The Thai FDA proposes the Draft Notification of MOPH B.E. ... entitled "Cow's Milk (No. 2)" to amend and supersede item 7(13) of the MOPH Notification No. 350, B.E. 2556 (2013) entitled "Cow's Milk" dated 24 July 2013 as follows:
         (1) Item 7(13) Coliform bacterial shall be detected not more than 10 in 1ml of pasteurized cow's milk at manufacturing factory;
         (2) This draft notification shall come into force after 180 days following the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.		Food safety; 		22/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/454		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Chinese Taipei		Those foods or food-relevant purposes (e.g., including foods, food utensils, food containers or packaging, food cleansers, or the products containing preceding articles) classified under six specific CCC codes		All Countries		Import commodities classified under six specific CCC codes of foods or food-relevant purposes 		The import commodities classified under six specific CCC codes of foods or food-relevant purposes (e.g., including foods, food utensils, food containers or packaging, food cleansers, or the products containing preceding articles) shall follow the "Regulations of Inspection of Imported Foods and Related Products" if they are used for food or food additives. The importers shall apply for inspection to the Food and Drug Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare.		Food safety; 		28/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/TPKM/455		Regular notification		29/03/2018		Chinese Taipei		Food additives to be used in foods		All Countries		The Draft Amendment of Standards for Specification, Scope, Application and Limitation of Food Additives		1. Amendment of standards for scope, application and limitation of Potassium Sulfite, Sodium Sulfite, Sodium Sulfite (Anhydrous), Sodium Bisulfite, Sodium Hydrosulfite, Potassium Metabisulfite, Potassium Bisulfite and Sodium Metabisulfite;
2. Establishment of standards for specification, scope, application and limitation of Sulfur Dioxide.		Food safety; 		28/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2845/Add.1		Addenda regular		03/04/2018		United States of America		Fresh cherimoya fruit		Chile		Final Rule: Importation of Fresh Cherimoya Fruit from Chile into the United States (Docket # APHIS-2015-0015)		The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is amending the regulations to allow the importation of fresh cherimoya fruit from Chile into the continental United States in accordance with a systems approach as an alternative to the current required treatment. Commercial consignments of fresh cherimoya fruit are currently authorized entry into all ports of the United States from Chile subject to a mandatory soapy water and wax treatment. The systems approach includes requirements for production site registration, low pest prevalence area certification, post-harvest processing, and inspection at the packinghouse. The fruit will also be required to be imported in commercial consignments and accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate with an additional declaration stating that the consignment was produced in accordance with the regulations. Fresh cherimoya fruit that does not meet the conditions of the systems approach or is imported into locations outside the continental United States will continue to be allowed to be imported into the United States subject to the current soapy water and wax treatment. This will allow for the importation of fresh cherimoya fruit from Chile while continuing to provide protection against the introduction of plant pests into the continental United States.  [Federal Register Vol. 83, No. 61, Thursday, 29 March 2018 pp. 13375-13378]		Plant protection; 				Not applicable		EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2992		Regular notification		21/03/2018		United States of America		Fresh sweet orange, grapefruit, mandarin, clementine, and tangerine fruit		Colombia		Supplemental Requirements for Importation of Fresh Citrus From Colombia Into the United States of America [Docket No. APHIS-2017-0074]		The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is notifying the public of its decision to supplement the requirements governing the importation of fresh sweet orange, grapefruit, mandarin, clementine, and tangerine fruit from Colombia into the United States and are requesting public comment on these changes. APHIS has determined that, in order to mitigate the current pest risks posed by the importation of these commodities from Colombia into the United States, it is necessary to supplement the phytosanitary requirements now in place with additional requirements. This action will help to protect the United States against plant pests while allowing the resumption of imports of fresh sweet orange, grapefruit, mandarin, clementine, and tangerine fruit from Colombia, which were suspended in 2016 due to the discovery of new plant pests in South America. (Federal Register Vol. 83, No. 25, Tuesday 6 February 2018, page 5179-5181)		Plant protection; 		09/04/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2993		Regular notification		29/03/2018		United States of America		Subgroup 8-10B (pepper/eggplant subgroup); Grain, cereal, group 15; Buckwheat, grain; Corn, field grain; Oat, grain; Rice, grain; Rice, straw; Rye, grai; Sorghum, grain; Sorghum, grain forage; Sorghum, sweet, stalk; Triticale grain; Wheat, bran; Wheat, germ; Wheat, grain; Alfalfa, forage; Alfalfa, hay; Aspirated grain fractions; Barley, hay; Barley, grain; Barley, straw; Corn, field, forage; Corn, field, stover; Corn, pop, forage; Corn, pop, stover; Corn, sweet forage; Corn, sweet, kernel plus cob with husks removed; Corn, sweet, stover; Potato; Sorghum, grain, stover; Wheat, forage; Wheat, hay; Wheat, straw; Alfalfa, seed; and Sugarcane; Crop Subgroup 20A (Rapeseed Subgroup); Mushrooms; Citrus dried pulp; Crop Group 10-10, citrus fruit; Peanut; Peanut, hay; and Peanut, meal; Alfalfa, forage; Alfalfa, hay; Cattle, fat; Cattle, kidney; Cattle, meat; Cattle, meat by-products, except kidney; Goat, fat; Goat, kidney; Goat, meat; Goat, meat by-products, except kidney; Hog, kidney; Horse, fat; Horse, kidney; Horse, meat; Horse, meat by-products, except kidney; Milk; Sheep, fat; Sheep, kidney; Sheep, meat; Sheep, meat by-products; Flax, seed; and Grain, aspirated fractions; Coffee bean, green; Coffee bean, roasted; and Coffee, instant		All Countries		Receipt of Several Pesticide Petitions Filed for Residues of Pesticide Chemicals in or on Various Commodities		This document announces the Agency's receipt of several initial filings of pesticide petitions requesting the establishment or modification of regulations for residues of several pesticides in or on various commodities.		Food safety; 		29/03/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/USA/2994		Regular notification		03/04/2018		United States of America		Fresh pummelo fruit		Thailand		Proposed Rule: Importation of Pummelo From Thailand Into the Continental United States [Docket No. APHIS–2016–0034]		APHIS is proposing to amend the regulations to allow the importation of fresh pummelo fruit from Thailand into the continental United States. As a condition of entry, fresh pummelo fruit from Thailand would be subject to a systems approach that would include irradiation treatment, packinghouse processing requirements, and port of entry inspection. The fruit would also be required to be imported in commercial consignments and be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate issued by the national plant protection organization of Thailand. This action would allow for the importation of fresh pummelo fruit from Thailand while continuing to provide protection against the introduction of plant pests into the continental United States. [Federal Register Vol. 1, No. 61, Thursday, 29 March 2018, pp. 13433-13436]		Plant protection; 		29/05/2018				EN

		G/SPS/N/VNM/96		Regular notification		28/03/2018		Viet Nam		All veterinary drugs		All Countries		Draft of the Circular to Revise Circular No 13/2-16/TT-BNNPTNT on management of veterinary drugs		Guiding on management of veterinary drugs.		Animal health; Protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease; 		20/05/2018				EN





Other SPS Documents

		Document symbol		Date of distribution		Submitting entities		Document title

		G/SPS/63		26/03/2018		Canada		 Catalogue of instruments available to WTO Members to manage SPS issues
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